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Offer good for this issue of 
Soldier of Fortune only!!! To 
get sale price you MUST men- 
tion this issue of SOF. Offer 
good only thru Dec. 1985. 


Commando 
Sweater- 


This is the famous British Commando 
Sweater (Wooly Pully) adopted by the US 
Military. The natural 100% wool fiber 
content makes the sweater super warm, 
1 the long cut and tight knit ribbed design 
makes it wind proof, Sleeve and shoulder 
patches provide protection at abrasion 
points. Specity size: 34, 36, 38, 40, 
42, 44, 46, 48 $39.75/each 
Choose from: 

C Olive Drab (0D) Green Crewneck 
(USMC Approved) 

CO Black ¥ Neck with epaulets and name 
plate area on breast (US Army Approved) 
C Black Crewneck (no epaulets or name 
plate area) 

C) Camoutfiage 


Rescue Strobe Light— 


This is a high intesity strobe beacon which 
penetrates rain and tog and is visible for 
distances up to 15 miles. Standard pilot 
survival gear, this light 1s about the size of 
a pack of cigarettes (1° x 2'' x 4%’) yet 
it puts out a dazzling white flash (250,000 
lumens) 50 times per minute for up to 9 hours. 
The unit is waterproof and shove Sold 
complete with case and 1 battery . $39.50/eact. 
}] Replacement Batteries for Strobe Light 


TTam | | ee, ee. ON $9.95/each 

— _)Commando Sweater - Commercially 
@ made - patterned after the Gi ones, these are commercially 
E made in easy care 100% acrylic, Although they are copies, they are = 
b constructed surprisingly true to the all wool ones, complete with ul n 
c sleeve and shoulder patches. Choose between: Olive Drab (QD) be accoutremen 
os Green or Black, Specify Size: S,M.L,XL. _. $21.75veach. The Basic War 1 pressed 
ra SATISFACTION GUARANTEED for Every Tati 
a 0 
3 CSpecial Forces Green Beret - saunty and ay aitun guration: 
5 daring and classy — like the professional's who wear them, These are ’ 3 : 

official reguiation berets of 100% vat dyed woo! and meeting all mill: First, they're made especially for us in the USA 
= tary specs, Made expressly for us by the prime from genuine GI woodland camo material of 50% 
4 g govern ment contractor Also available’ cotton/50% nylon so they can be washed or dry cleaned. 
oe c i‘ Official headgear tor: Second, they go equally well with anything in your wardrobe, 


from your most formal blue pin stripe suit to your Hawaiian 
shirt with the funny looking fishes on it. 

Choose from: Pointed end (traditional and conservative) or 
Straight End (punk and iconoclastic) . . . $9.95/each; 
2 for $18.95. 


__Alrporne Qualified (Maroon) 

— Ranger Commandos (Black) 

_Artiliery & Guardian Angets (Red) 

Fam =Commando Dress {Camoutiage) 
tw] oe = WY Sizes—6 7/8 to 7% 

(Not sure of head size? Tell us haw many inches around your head where 

you wear your hat. We'll send the right one ) $13. 75/each 


00-7 


Ranger Combat Cap—Woodland 
Camouflage—iatest army issue. 


This winterweight cap features lined flaps which 
can fold out to keep your ears warm and tuck into 
the hat when the weather's balmy. Sizes run small. 


Also avaltable In Ollve Drab (0D) Green. PeNviNE a 


Sizes: 7, 7-1/4, 7-1/2, 7-3/4... . $9.00/each. 
(| Watch Cap 100% Wool- 
f tightly knit, and all- 


This is the genuine 
1 wool watch cap. Used by commandos and 
GENUINE Ge troops alike, this tightly knit cap fits snug on 

4 any size head for maximum warmth on ex- 
tended cold weather aie eee Sides can roll down to protect ears 
Choose between dark dlue/black (Navy Seal or Marine Recon teams) 
or OD (olive drab, army) i .  $6.00/each. 


CANTEEN COVER CANTEEN 


1 Military Goods Catalog 
NEW 1985/86 EDITION! 


Genuine military clothin gear and equipment with an emphasis 
on camouflage - See de! these and many more related items 
$2!00/each. Free with order. 


ZC) Angle Head Flashlite- 
This 1s the heavy duty 


olive drab plastic flashlight issued to all military units 
The flashlight is waterproof, non-glare and features 4 
different lenses which can be easily installed or 
temoved It can clip onto the belt or Suspender for 
hands free operation; operates on 2 standard D cell 
batteries and comes complete with a spare bulb 
Brand new, sold inthe Gl box... 

. $6.50/each; 2 for $12.25. 


i We're America’s 
aSANN) Army & Navy Store!! 
C) Dritl instructor/Smokey the 


Bear Hat—rormaliy called the Campaign Hat, 
this 1s a really fine quality pressed telt headpiece 
A hat with character No one who wears it H 
escapes a personality change. An uncon- 
trollable urge to shout orders or heap abuses, 
pursue flamers or write traffic tickets. Let your true 
or wistful self be heard. Sizes: 6-7/8 to 7-3/4 

O) Genuine Leather Chin Strap $2.00/each. 
0 Acorn Hat Cord (as shown) $6.00/each. 
(Specify color silver, gold metallic, black/gold. metallic, yellow, red or 
light blue) 


**EVERYTHING IN THIS AD 
ON SALE!! 


Deduct 10% from All Merchandise 
(except Strobe Light which is 25% Off) 
When Ordering!! 


45-0933 — CALL MON- SAT; 9 


clusive): 2 Gl’staintess ‘steel: tags’ specially treated to be non-glare fat 
black plus 2 black (4° and 24°") ballchains ..........-$5.00/set 


(_JRegulation GI Dog Tags - 
set of 2 staintess steel tags and 2 stainless 
Chains (4°'and 24"') |, . $3.00/each ¢ 
Want us to print them? WE'LL PRINT ANY 

THING up to 6 lines and 15 spaces per Itne. 
{ Printing . onty $1.00 per tag ($2.00 per set} 


PLEASE, NO DOG TAG IMPRINTING ORDERS BY TELEPHONE. 


CJDog Tag Silencers - biack. non-glare rubber bumpers for 
lags $1,00/ pair 


\@ Black Commando Dag Tag Set'- (a kaitman's | 


We're Not-The Cheapest!! 
But Then, Wega Not Trying to Be. 


For over 65 years the Kaufman name has been respected for offer- 
ing the finest in genuine military goods and insignia. Our commit- 
ment to first rate service is legendary. Our service policy means: 


© All in stock items are shipped no later than the next business 
day regardless of whether you pay by check, money order, credit 
card or C.0.D. (There is a C.0.D. fee of $4.00 in addition to the 
regular shipping). 

® Toll free telephone lines direct to our Customer Service Depart- 
Ment. We'll not only be glad to take your orders (every firm with 
an 800 number will do that) but we'll also be happy to answer 
your questions. Whether you're calling to ask about our mer- 
chandise or the status of an order you placed, we guarantee 
friendly, courteous service. 


No, we're not the cheapest. But you get what you pay for. If you 
order the cheapest you may wait a long time for delivery of some- 
thing you may ultimately be unhappy with. If you order from Kauf- 
man’s you'll see why top quality merchandise and first rate service 
(with a Customer Service Department always available) will squeeze 
the most value out of every dollar you spend. 


ORDER TOLL FREE 1-80 


$19.75/each. 


ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-545-0933 — CALL MON-SAT; 9:00 — 


USAF Flight Jacket- 


These flight jackets are 
issued to milftary fliers and 
are designated Type MA1 tor 
Intermediate Cold. (This 
means that it is the medium 
weight jacket, designed for 
comtort in a temperature zone 
of about 20° to 55 °F). Look 
for the milftary designation, 
sizes and stock numbers 
inside the left pocket. The 
outer shell and lining are 100% 
nylon making the jacket com: 
x pletely wind and waterproof. The 
interiining is 100% polyester fiberfill for 
the highest degree of warmth per ounce. This jacket is reversible; outside 
in your choice ot either sage green or blue and the inside is survival 
orange. It features: two hip pockets outside as well as inside, sewn pen 
and pencil hokders plus zippered easy access storage pocket in the left 
sleeve. This a snappy, convenient, warm, fully functional jacket and it 
happens to be the latest fashion trend. 


Specify: 

® Sage Green or Blue Shell - Regular Length Only, 
Sizes; XS, S, M, L, XL $46.75/each. 

@ Black (nylon shell) or Camouflage (50% cotton/50% nylon 
shell) - Regular Length Dnly. 
Sizes: XS, S, M, L, XL 


New fv t 
995 a6 stasow 


Cl US Navy Cold Weather Deck Jackets- 


Type A2—These jackets feature windproof aay 


cuff and hip closures plus a fu!l zipper i i. - 


00—7:00 (Mountain Time) 66006 e¢ccec0ee5 


.- .$48.75/each. 


Long Lengths In Flight Jackets 
oO Add $6.00 per jacket 


front with button overclosura. The 

Olive Orab (OD) green shell is 50% 
cotton/50% nylon. This blend allows 

the jacket to be water-repellent (not water- 
proof) while at the same time ithas the { 
softness of the natural fibre. It is lined 
with double face pile in both the body 
and sleeves. It sports two hip pockets 
and a breast pocket with snap closure. 
The Deck Jacket is cut slightly below the 
waist So large or tall persons will find it 
quite comfortable. 


ae 
XS,S.M.L. . .$47.75veach; XL. . . $50.7S/each; XXL. . . $62.75/each. 
Specity Olive Drab (OD) Green or Woodland Camo Shell. 


C] M-65 Field Jackets- 
This ts the basic issue combat jacket. 
Designed for complete utiity, these water- 
repellent and windproof jackets feature: 
4 super large utility pockets; gussetted 
back for complete mobility and freedom 

of movement: epaulets: adjustable cutts fF 
and collar; drawstring waistband; hidden 
hood in collar Brand new, of course 
Sizes are XS, S, M, L, XL. Lang lengths 
are avaliable in Ollve Orab (0D) Green 
and Camouflage, Woodland pattern 
only. if you're unsure of your size, 
us your chest measurement when ord 
ing XS-L A $55.00/each; \, 
XL & all long lengths $60.50/each; 7 
XLilong $85.00/each. 
Choose from [ > Ollve Drab (00) Green 
{~ Camouflage, Woodland Pattern (atest Gl issue to Army) 
{> Desert Tan - (NATO issue) (2 Camouflage, Tiger Stripe - 
(Commercially made in a US mill to military specs) 


@ M-65 liner . cere ci - deugned to quckly and casty 
bution into M 65 Jacket t prove complete warmth by sealng in the 
body heal BrandNew XS.S.M.L. .$19.00leach; x. $20.50/each 


(_) USAF Heavyweight 


Flight Jacket: type wze - 
Thus 4s the warmest flight jacket that 
the military issues. It features full pile 
hood which drapes over the shoulders 
when not needed, This is the cold 
weather version of the intermediate 
Weight Flight Jacket - Type MA1 fea- 
tured elsewhere in this ad. This jacket . 
is designed tor subfreezing temper. 
atures. Waterproof and Windproof, 
S.\M.L S87,75/each; XL $95.75 


IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 


OADER TOLL FREE 1-800-545-0933 — CALL MON- SAT; 9 


SHIPPING COSTS 
Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart below with 
each order Amounts shown include costs of postage. packaging, 
insurance and handling 


Orders up to $10.00 ; $3.00 
Orders from $10.01 to 20.00 Kia 
Orders from $20.01 to 35.00 4 50 
Orders trom $35.01 to 50 00 S126 
Orders from $50.01 to 70.00 6 25 
Orders from $70.01 to 90.00 7.25 


Orders over $90.00 . eh dee .«,, 18106 
Canadian Orders—Send Oouble Amount Indicated. 


7:00 (Mountain Time) 


Camoflage 
mode! shown 
with matching 
leather 

case 


TANTO...Quick...Silent...Deadly! 


This heavy-duty assault knife with non-glare blued 
440 surgical steel 6" x 3/16” thick blade was 
designed for use by the Special Forces. Its pertectly 
balanced 11 inch length makes it ideal for both 
survival and close combat use, and is used by all 
branches of the Armed Forces including underwater 
demolition teams. Available in standard or camoflage 
models, comes complete with genuine leather case 
with quick-release Velcro closure. 


joni re] 
$ 95 VISA 
59 + $2 for shipping & handling. — 


THE STEEL MILL ~~ 


2010 Jones Road, Fort Lee, N.J. 07024 J 
Call Toll Free 1-800-843-0711 


Gentlemen: Please rush Tanto assault knife 


C] standard Mode! C) camoflage Model 
Check or M.O. for $59.95 plus $2 shipping enclosed. 


Standard model comes. compl Name 
witha black leather cas W 
overall length with Mech le. “a Address 
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ITCH-HUNTERS have a long 
history of being slow learners. 
Because few anti-gunners read 
Soldier of Fortune Magazine, I nev- 
er expected my warning from De- 
cember to have any effect. Investi- 
gators howl and hunt for mercenary 
schools, and as I said before, the 
operators of short-order Parris Is- 
lands are catching all the game. 
While the unknowing scurry to find 
academies to teach them dread 
arts before bureaucrats close para- 
military day-schools, “veterans” of 
everything from the SAS to the 
Turkish army are raking in other 
people’s paychecks. 

If I were running such a camou- 
flage diploma mill or an S&M 
school in a swamp, I'd 
be sending anony- 
mous campaign con- 


tributions to Pat 
Schroeder. ' 
All the smokescreen 


aside, there are good 
private schools and | 
trainers. Some have 
misinterpreted my 
statement to mean 
that all private train- 
ing is irresponsible. 
That’s nonsense. 

Irun short-term, pri- 
vate, military training schools. Of 
course, the schools I manage have 
never been in the United States: 
Afghanistan, El Salvador, Nicara- 
gua, Honduras ... but never the 
United States. They are staffed by 
trained professionals with verifi- 
able military records. Our trainees 
are members of anti-communist re- 
sistance groups, and soldiers in 
legally constituted defense forces 
of non-communist nations. 

l offer my experience, not by way of 
saying that I’m the only one who 
knows how to run private training 
cadre, but to show that I neither con- 
demn contract trainers as a group 
nor am lignorant of the services such 
men perform. Good contract trainers 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE (ISSN 0145-6784/USPS 120-510) is Acheson monthly by 


: Send anges 
Subsczi Saguitar FO: Box 348, Mt. Morris, IL 61054, Subscription rates for 
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COMMAND 
GUIDANCE 


by Robert K. Brown 


provide fresh approaches and flex- 
ibility no entrenched military can 
match. Working professionals from 
Secret Service to SEALs hire private 
trainers and sometimes attend pri- 
vate schools to expand their techni- 
cal repertories, sharpen their reac- 
tions and learn new strategies. Indi- 
vidually, the man-at-arms can en- 
hance his tactical skills or the veter- 
an can take a quick refresher course. 
The slick-sleeve novice can be intro- 
duced to the world of weapons and 
the bush without signing on for five 
in the Legion. All these are useful, 
realistic functions of the private mili- 
tary trainer and school. Only one 
problem: it has to be a good school. 

Good private military training 
schools have profes- 
sional staffs. They have 
a defined curriculum 
that parallels current 
military practice. The 
course as a whole 
should have concrete 
and realistically limit- 
ed goals. Technical ed- 
ucation should be em- 
phasized rather than 
any fantastic recreation 
of the combat environ- 
ment. 

All these require- 
ments seem obvious if you stop to 
think about it. But people looking 
for a paramilitary school or a way to 
upgrade old combat skills don’t al- 
ways think of these requirements. 
Like the characters in the joke, 
they want to “share the experi- 
ence.” 

As long as ignorant reporters 
emphasize the “experience” of 
being yelled at and shot at, and as 
long as they confuse that with 
military training, the gullible will 
keep seeking poor private training. 
And entrepreneurs will provide 
poor training as long as there are 
people to pay for it. The witch hunt 
shall have created its perfect prey 
by inaccurate publicity. % 
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S YOU 
WERE... 

Bulletin Board has 
three corrections for our 
readers and 
contributors. 

First, a byline was 
omitted from a sidebar 
to an article titled “A 
Tale of Two Battles”’ 
(September 1985). The 
sidebar, ‘‘Firebase 
Becky” on page 72 of 
that issue, was written 
by Kregg P.J. 
Jorgenson, 

Second, the article 
“Polishing Pump-Gun 
Technique” (October 
85) photos should have 
been credited to S. 
Lauman. 

Finally, a standing 
feature — “I Was 
There” — ran in the 
November 1985 issue 
with an incorrect byline. 
The column, “By the 
Book: Combat 
Common Sense’’ on 
page 16 of that issue, 
was written by David 
Sherman, 

Sorry for the 
confusion, folks. And 
SOF stands corrected. 


COTCH 

THAT 

RUMOR... 

Rumors have 

circulated in soldier of 
fortune circles for 
months now that the 
South-West Africa 
Territorial Force has 
been hiring foreigners to 
serve in a special 
military unit. Wrong. An 
SOF source in 
Windhoek, where the 
SATF is headquartered, 
tells us that only South 
African citizens are 
being accepted for 
service in the 
Teritorials. Others need 
not apply. This was 
confirmed by the 
Embassy of South Africa 
in Washington, which 
also stressed that local 
citizenship is required 
for service in the South 
African Defense Forces. 
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INGED 
MAGNIFICENCE... 

SOF extends its gratitude to artist Denny Rogers 
for sharing his sculpted work, “Winged 
Magnificence,” with those who attended the 6th 
Annual Soldier of Fortune Convention and Combat 
Weapons Exposition. Rogers, being congratulated in 
the accompanying photo by actor Robert Duvall, 
spent 2,500 hours in 1983-84 designing and 
executing the hot-cast bronze of our national 
symbol, the American bald eagle. 

SOF’s Las Vegas convention was only the fifth 
time Rogers’ piece has been displayed. Upon its 
completion at the University of Illinois, where 
Rogers is a sculpture and art instructor, Gov. Jim 
Thompson exhibited the work in his executive 
office. It was unanimously selected by a search 
committee as the only sculpture to be officially 
displayed at the second inauguration of President 
Reagan, after which it was moved to the Republican 
National Headquarters Presidential Museum for a 
showing. It also served as a backdrop for speeches 
by Reagan, Vice President George Bush, Defense 
Secretary Caspar Weinberger and other cabinet 
members at the Republican National Committee’s 
Presidential Dinner and Dance at the Mayflower 
Hotel in Washington. 

SOF Publisher Robert K. Brown said he was 
pleased to have the work displayed at the 
convention as a proud symbol of our freedom as 
Americans, the pro-America philosophy of Soldier 
of Fortune and its affiliates, and to remind the 
public of the eternal vigilance our nation must have 
against those who seek to impose tyranny over 
other free men. Those interested in obtaining 
small-scale replicas of ‘“Winged Magnificence”’ 
should contact: Tom Henderson, Dept. SOF, 12920 
Audelia Drive, Dallas, Texas 75243, or call (214) 
907-1163. 


VAN’S TANK 
BUSTERS... 

The Soviets’ new T-80 main battle 
tank, now entering service in 
significant numbers, will be fitted 
with gun-launched Kobra anti-tank 
missiles, reliable sources tell SOF. 
The laser-guided Kobra is thought to 
have a range in excess of 3,000 
meters and will be fired from the 
T-80’s 125mm main gun. The same 
sources say the Kobra gun/launcher 
systems will be retrofitted on 
selected T-72s and T-64s, all of 
which mount the same 125mm 
smooth-bore main gun. 

The T-80 has a T-72-type chassis, 
but is thought to be powered by a 
gas turbine engine instead of the 
T-72’s V-12 diesel. Confirmed 
information on the Kobra 
gun-launching system is very limited. 
So Western analysts are uncertain 
whether the T-80’s automatic loader 
will be retained or conventional 
loading will be done by a four-man 
crew. The Soviet automatic loader 
— introduced on the T-64 and 
standard on all T-64, T-72 and T-80 
tanks — cuts Soviet tank crews to 
only three men. Western tanks 
typically require a four-man crew. 

Use of gun/missile launchers by 
the West is limited to the 152mm 
gun/missile systems used on the 
M60A2 MBT and the M551 
Sheridan light tank. This system is 
less than satisfactory in several 
respects. First, the system’s 
infrared-guided Shillelagh missile, 
with an effective range of about 
3,000 meters, cannot be brought 
under control in less than 800 
meters, The rate of fire is slow and 
the gunner has to keep the target in 
his sights until missile impact. 
Because the tank has to stop to fire 
the Shillelagh, it is vulnerable during 
missile flight time. 

The Kobra’s laser guidance gives 
it a possible advantage over the 
Shillelagh’s infrared system. For 
instance, the Kobra may be able to 
home in on a laser beam directed 
on the target by a source outside the 
tank. This would enable the Soviet 
tank to move during or immediately 
after the Kobra is fired and let a 
forward observer direct the missile to 
its target. 

Incidentally, the T-80’s regular 
125mm smooth-bore gun has an 
effective range of 2,100 meters using 
APFSDS (armor-piercing, 
fin-stabilized, discarding-sabot) 
anti-tank ammunition and 4,000 
meters using all HEAT-FRAG 
(high-explosive anti-tank 
fragmentation) general purpose 
rounds, 
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U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the most rare FMs inthe field 
of military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwater demolition 
techniques and explosives. Equip- 
ment and tactics employed by this 
elite fighting force are covered, as 
are SEAL weapons, communica- 
tions, diving, infiltration and exfiltra- 
tion, survival, and more. 8% x 11, 
softcover, photos, illus., 240 pp. 

$14.95 


U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 


1986 MILITARY HISTORY CALENDAR 
by Raymond Lyman 
Wer vets, history buffs and world citizens: the Military His- 
tory Calendar is back with new photos and facts for 1986! 
Every major modern military event of the past two hundred 
years—ranging from the famous to the lesser known—is 
featured in this one-of-a-kind calendar. With a military 
event for each day of the year, this calendar also has 48 rare 
collector's photos, selected by military historian and author 
Raymond Lyman, which depict battles and conflicts, mil- 
itary hardware, and famous military commanders and units. 
Find out what historical event occurred on the day you 
were born! 12 x 13, 48 photos, B&W $8.95 


GET EVEN: 
The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 
A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big busi- 
ness, government and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are inciuded, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters, Over 80 
sections present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. 5/2 
x 8%, hardcover, 192pp. $14.95 


SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONAL TECHNIQUES 
In every respect, except for our weatherproof cover and 
handy pocket size, this is anexactreprintof the famous Army 
Field Manual 31-20. (All illustrationsand every one of the 535 
pages of vital info are included.) Whether you're involved in 
non-nuclear or nuclear warfare, unconventional warfare or 
counterinsurgency ops, thismanual covers what you needto 
know, Improvised weapons, intelligence, psychoiogical ops, 
communications, logistics, survival, infiltration, Special 
Forces fieid maneuvers, demolition, raids and ambushes, 
amphibious air ops, and more are covered. 4 x 5, softcover, 
iillus., glossary, index, 535 pp. $14.95 


GET EVEN 2 .... 


MAD AS HELL... 

ESCRIMA SELF DE 

U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK ..... 

HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON 

150 QUESTIONS FOR A 
GUERRILLAG 6c... se oot 

THE COMBAT SHOTGUN AND 


COMMANDO DAGGER ., 

FIND ’EM FAST: A PRIVATE 
INVESTIGATOR’S 
WORKBOOK .............- $12.00. 


E Yeriiter vaatemy { Di 


OPERATION GOLDEN BUDDHA 


by Ellis Edwards 


The solid gold, gem-encrusted Khmer Buddha—serenely it stares out through the ages, its 
dazzling brilliance reflecting in the sterling silver tiles of the royal Cambodian temple. In this 
high-power adventure novel, ex-Green Beret Bo John is haunted by the Buddha’s glittering 
image and the Vietnam he left behind. Returning during the chaos and agony of the 
Communist victory in Southeast Asia, he devises a brilliant and daring plan—should it 
succeed it will insure his own future as weil as that of the beautiful prostitute Khiem he plans 
to marry, and the many Vietnamese he is intent on saving. Time is of the essence in the 
crumbling capitols of Saigon and Phnom Penh. In the midst of scenes of death and destruc- 
tion, passion and greed, can Bo and his accomplices escape the encircling noose of the 
Vietcong and the Khmer Rouge to pull off the most outrageous theft of the twentieth century? 


5% x 8%, hardcover, fiction, 264 pp. 


COMBAT SURVIVAL 
An extremely useful, completeman- 
ual on physical and combat survi- 
val, training and tactics. Contains 
rare info on evading and silencing 
guard dogs, sabotage, intelligence 
gathering, survival navigation, primi- 
tive medicine, evasion and escape, 
animat traps and much more! 8% x 
11, softcover, illus. 160 pp. $14.95 


SWORD OF THE SAMURAI 
The Classical Art of Japanese 


ane? Swordsmanship 
Ne é by George R. Parulski, Jr. 
12 ae Enter the world of the samurai and 


ORY attain true sword perfection, Endorsed 

Sposa AE by the All-Japan Seibukan Martial 
Arts and Ways Association and the 
American Society of Japanese 
Swordsmen, this comprehensive 
guide takes you through ken-jutsu, 
sword fighting, and /ai-jutsu, sword 
drawing, 8¥2 x 11, hardcover, 282 pho- 
tos, illus., 144 pp. $20.00 


SECRETS OF THE NINJA 
by Ashida Kim 
This is the real thing—one of the 
few complete, hardcover studies of 
this terrifying and deadly martial art. 
Text and photos illustrate Ninja 
principles of invisibility, covert en- 
iry, escape and evasion, assassina- 
tion, sentry removal, meditation, 
mind clouding and much more. 5% 
x 8%, hardcover, 200 photos, 
168 pp. $16.95 


SECRETS 
OF THE 


KEEP’EM ALIVE 

The Bodyguard’s Trade 

by Paul Elhanan 

The disciplined art of bodyguarding 
—its attractions, its demands, its 
dangers, and why this author would 
do nothing else but! Entertaining yet 
informative, Elhanan revea!s the 
trade; the clientele; the oppositionto 
took out for; different types of jobs; 
how to stay on the right side of the 
law; tips on driving, cars, weapons, 
communication; and more. 5% x 8%, 
softcover, 128 pp $10.00 


$14.95 


FLIMFLAM MAN 

How Con Games Work 

by M, Allen Henderson 
There's a sucker born every min- 
ute—or so you've heard. But show- 
man P, T. Barnum’s cynicalappraisal 
of man's gullibility couldn't possibly 
apply to you. Or could it? Don't learn 
about the con artist the hard way: 
with Flimflam Man, you canspot him 
and his tricks before he relieves you 
of your cash. 5% x 8%, hardcover, 
256 pp. $14.95 


SPECIAL FORCES HANDBOOK 
From Vietnam and Laos to Central America and Africa, the 
U.S. Army Special Forces has won renown for its expertise 
in guerrilla warfare. Special Forces Handbook—a classic 
in the field—covers such topics as guerrilla tactics and the 
composition of operational detachments; demolition tech- 
niques, such as cratering, rail cuts, and improvised incen- 
diaries; unconventional warfare; guerrilla forces’ missions; 
air operations; weapons; communications; first aid tech- 
niques; and survival skills. 4% x 6, softcover, illus., 216 pp. 
$8.00 


UP YOURS! 
Advanced revenge techniques and 
original dirty tricks from the author 
of Get Even, Here are the meanest, 
nastiest pranks for snakelike sales~ 
men, nagging relatives, nosey 
neighbors, and all those people you 
love to hate. Read Up Yoursl and 
start getting even todayl 5% x 8%, 
hardcover, 220 pp. $14.95 


THE AR-15/M16: A PRACTICAL GUIDE 
by Duncan Long 
The AR-15/M16, the inspiration for so many modern 
assault rifles, is covered herein this definitive book. Should 
you wish to build your ownor convert itto auto fire, Duncan 
Long supplies you with parts and fool lists and detailed 
step-by-step instructions. Virtually any accessory you may 
wish to buy for your AR-15 is listed, Invaluable to the M16 
owner, this comprehensive book also covers assembly and 
disassembly, conversion kits and modifications, trouble- 
shooting, ammunition, combat use, lubrication and more. 
84 x 11, softcover, photos, 168 pp. $16.95 


BOUNTY HUNTER............ . a 


Ly 


RAGNAR’S TEN BEST TRAPS . 
SURVIVAL POACHING ... 
NINJA MIND CONTROL 
BULLS-EYE: CROSSBOWS BY 

RAGNAR 8ENSON 
UNREPENTANT SINNER . 
COMBAT .45 AUTOMATIC. ... 
COMBAT SKILLS OF THE 

FIGHTING SOLDIER .... 
NINJA DEATH TOUCH. . 
SUBMACHINE GUN ........ \< Une ‘ 
BETTER READ THAN DEAD.... 
THINKING ABOUT 

SURVIVAL .. 


Card No. 
s8bo00 veeeeesse $10.00 i 
SILENCERS IN THE 1980s ...... $12.00 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE —— DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED a ABER 


PALADIN PRESS @ P.O. BOX 1307 © BOULDER, CO 80306 © (303) 443-7250 
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CITY 


PALADIN PRESS 


P.O. BOX 1307- LMI A 


BOULDER, CO 80306 
Phone (303) 443-7250 


O Check or Money Order, O VISA, O MasterCard. 


STATE 


zip 


Call TOLL FREE for credit card orders: 
1-800-824-7888; Ask for Operator #249, 
Alaska & Hawaii, 1-800-824-7919, Send $1 
for latest PALADIN CATALOG. Catalog 
free with order. 


Exp. ———_ SUBTOTAL 


Please include 
$3.00 postage 
and handling 


TOTAL 
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IETNAM ERA 
VETS... 

Vietnam Veterans 
Outreach Centers — 
often called storefront 
centers — are a 
hassle-free way for vets 
to obtain free 
readjustment counseling 
and information on a 
variety of other 
programs and benefits. 
Services are available to 
any veteran who served 
during the period of 4 
August 1964 to 7 May 
1975, and all contacts 
are kept strictly 
confidential. Get in 
touch with your local 
regional Veterans 
Administration office for 
the number of the 
nearest center. 


NDERWATER 
OPS... 

At long last Navy 
UDT/SEAL men are 
being honored with their 
own museum, 
scheduled to open 10 
November 1985 at Fort 
Pierce, Florida — home 
of the original 
NCDU/UDT training 
site. The museum will 
eventually expand 
under a five-phased 
approach depicting 
underwater ops during 
World War II, Korea, 
Vietnam and the 
present. For further 
information contact 
Captain Norman Olson, 
U.S. Navy (Ret.) at 
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
1117, Fort Pierce, 
Florida 33454, or call 
(305) 464-FROG. 
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TED, WERE GouNA 

NEED SOME EXPERIENCED 
PERSONNEL TOGO TO 
WE BOTTOM OF THE 
OCEAN TO GUEGK Om 

TUE POSSIBILITIES OF 
RAISING THE TITANIG, | | 


ETTING THE 
RECORD STRAIGHT... 

In reading various news accounts about SOF 
spawned by our recent convention in Las Vegas, 
the editors noted a couple of errors serious enough 
to warrant comment. 

First, in writing about the convention for The 
Australian in Sydney, Sally MacMillan (who, 
incidentally, did not even attend the convention) 
reported that SOF Publisher Robert K. Brown was a 
technical adviser to Sylvester Stallone for the movie 
First Blood. Brown wants everyone — especially Sly 
— to know that he has never told anyone that he 
worked in any such capacity for either one of the 
Rambo films, If this so-called reporter had bothered 
to attend, she would have known that John 
Donovan was teaching scuba diving in the Sahara 
Hotel pool, not underwater demolitions, as she 
claimed. 

Last but not least, F.J. Borchardt of Stor-Fjeld, 
Ltd., wants everyone to know that nobody has ever 
been killed in any of his rappelling courses, as a few 
newspapers erroneously reported. 


OF 
DIVE TOUR... 

Those interested in taking diving instruction on 
location in the Cayman Islands under the tutelage of 
SOF Contributing Editor John Donovan, listen up! 
A five- to seven-day trip in the late winter is being 
planned on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Instruction will be geared toward attaining SCUBA 
certification. Already certified divers are also 
welcome on a limited basis. If you think you’d like 
to make the trip, write immediately for details to: 
SCUBA Trip, c/o SOF, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, 
CO 80306. No phone calls please. 


ONOR 
ROLL... 

Refugee Relief International, Inc. 
contributors: 

Donation made in memory of Carl 
Nutter; David & Pamela White. 

EI Salvador/Nicaragua Defense 
Fund: 

S.P. Minicucci, David & Pamela 
White, Robert G. Wheaton, Harland R. 
DeWitt Jr. 

Afghan Freedom Fighters Fund: 

Christopher Marquette, Robert G. 
Wheaton. 


UNGLE 
RUMBLE... 

A rumble in the jungle indicates 
that the Marxist-backed governments 
of Mozambique and Zimbabwe are 
having more trouble with the 
democratic resistance movement 
than they would like to admit. 
Mozambique’s President Samora 
Machel and Zimbabwe’s Prime 
Minister Robert Mugabe have 
repeatedly claimed that RENAMO — 
a Portuguese acronymn for 
Mozambique National Resistance 
Movement — is nothing more than 
a few isolated pockets of poorly 
organized ‘‘bandits.”” 

If that’s true, it doesn’t reflect well 
on the defensive capabilities of either 
country. For instance, Machel 
recently told his comrade in 
Zimbabwe that Mozambique is 
mobilizing its “entire population” 
against RENAMO’s Freedom 
Fighters. Then Comrade Bobby 
asserted in a recent House of 
Assembly debate that Zimbabwe 
would defend its railroads, highways 
and oil pipeline linking the two 
nations, whatever the cost in money 
and manpower, even if it ties down 
30,000 Zimbabwean soldiers. 

A knowledgeable SOF source tells 
us that over 20,000 Zimbabwean 
National Army troops already are 
deployed inside Mozambique, 
protecting supply lines from raids by 
RENAMO, which has some 
members who were trained by the 
Rhodesian SAS. The source also 
threw in an interesting tidbit. Some 
of the ZNA troops in Mozambique 
are under the command of a former 
Rhodesian Army officer — and a 
Yank at that — who is serving in 
Mugabe’s army as a colonel. File 
him along with Benedict Arnold, 
Jane Fonda and Tom Hayden. 

If the reader finds the idea of a 
U.S. citizen serving a pro-Marxist 


Continued on page 127 
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«°°COMMANDER 


by Steiner 


OS CAVALRY ~<& 


WORLD'S FINEST MILITARY EQUIPMENT 


1375 N, WILSON ROAD RADCLIFF. KENTUCKY 40160 


ORDER TOLL FREE! 
800-626-6171 


in Kentucky 502/351-1164 Go | ioe 
CUSTOMER SERVICE o——, ss =z 
502/351-1167 Sorry, No C.O.D.'s 


M-2 COMPASS 


Genuine military. 
The finest precision 


With Integrated Compass compass that was g 
& Posh-Button Battery Mlumination ever made...period! 
7x50 Horizontal and verti- 


cal angle measure- 
ment, jeweled move- 
ment and prismatic 
in-line sighting for 
superior accuracy. 


This binocular system enables you to observe a target and 
know its precise location. You can see the objects’ bearing 
displayed through the lens. Share the information with 
your companions and immediately all of you are on the 
same target. The finest binocular made. Own it for a 


lifetime! Waterproof and 
TECHNICAL DATA accurate to © 
Field of View. ..131 yards = 6.87° degree. 0-360° azi- 
Luminosity... 00.6. -..ese0ee 51 muth ring. Internal 
IWeighite,.....sumemrtis ccd 40 ozs. mirror can be used 
Water Resistance.... Waterproof ee ‘ seling Ls Gd - 
Dimensions.... 5.2x8.2x3.6"" naling. Two bubble 
Light Transmission. ........ 96% levelers. All olive Aaa SLED a 
Coating....... Olive Drab Rubber drab rubberized plastic case with belt loop and pistol 
ing Case. . .Cordura® Nylon belt mounting hardware. Finest directional device known. 
SF13-1029...... Bee eseeinvenvesorssccesesress SATION SF07-1355......, te teareresens paeteeeecsoces $139.95 


$s URVIVOR 


yo 
a” 


Fourteen and one-half 
inches of stainless steel grandeur. — _— =e 
This knife features the looks of our handcrafted 2-S Survival knife without the price. 
Remove the butt cap for a hollow, watertight storage larger than most any similar knife. Knurled, non-slip 
grip and a cross-guard that functions as a screwdriver and a scribe. 9°° saw spined blade. Totally awesome! 

SEO 72077 !cestecowiace ve ote sae ciein's areeerreiers pe ecerensceere ee eeeeeeee al aiecole afeYer brewers at codepcnoos tees 


Smooth flowing roller ball pen with a Wood- 
land camouflage pattern. Refillable. 
A super item that is selling fast. 
A classy yet reliable piece of equip- 
ment. Don’t pay $5.00 when you 
can get it from us for..... 
SFO07-1336... $3.99 
SF07-1373 Refill 
¢ Black Ink... $1.49 


Designed for U.S Special Forces. 
Black leather with Vibram® lug 
soles. Leather lined; steel shank; 
grooved heel and blocked toe. 

Removeable felt insoles. Sizes: 
7-13. No half sizes after 11. 
Specify regular (D) or 


S.F. M-1983 BOOTS tial Stilo 
eon > Regular price: 
This is the boot that was especially manufactured for | $139.95. 
Special Forces use. It has all the best features: SF03-2030 

® Lined with absorbent Cambrelle. «+» $109.95 


oe © Cordura® nylon laminated to Gore- 
Tex® for effective waterproofing. 

© Speed hooks for fast lacing. 

® Saran insoles. 

® Black leather bonded to Panama soles. 

Sizes 7-13 (whole 

sizes only), State 


SELF-LUMINOUS 
WRIST WATCH 


MIL-W-46374C 


F Brand New! Just now coming into the 


choice of widths aoe s 
ji & military inventory. NSN6645-00-952- 
aide tied 3767. O.D. nylon alloy case and O,D. 
Raeneised nylon strap, Stem wound and set 
mechanical movement. Protected 
ey” «... $89.95 


stem. Self-luminous hands around a 
12 to 24 hour black dial with self 
luminous markings. 

A Real Military Beauty! 
SFO05-0909 Introductory Price... $39.88 


POLYPRO UNDERWEAR 


: =< (ee 


cites 


Ordinary ‘thermal’ underwear is nothing more than an 
extra layer of clothing. It works fine for insulation, but do 
not get too active, too warm or too damp! Polypro is worsted 
spun polypropylene which ‘‘wicks’’ moisture away, keeping 
you warm and dry, Ranks highest in insulating value, lowest 
in moisture retention and lowest in weight of all insulating 
fabrics available. Military colors. Crew-neck, ribbed cuffs. 
Made in U.S.A. See size chart below. 
Sm. Med. 


%s XL. 
Shirts ‘ 
(Chest) 34-36"" 38-40” 42-44"° 46-48" * 
Trousers 
(Waist) 30-32” 33-35”" 36-38"" 40-42” 


REGULAR WEIGHT - OLIVE DRAB 
Best for the Active Outdoor Person 
SF01-1306 Shirt(state size)... 
SF01-1307 Trousers(state size 
HEAVY WEIGHT - 
Best When Active Some of the Time, Sedentary at Others 

SF01-1312 Shirt(state size). . . 
SFO01-1315 Trousers(state size) 


Regular Weight & Heavy Weight 


pees seeessdtesee eee eee 
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Spot a target, How far is it? Just 
sight, focus, read the dial and 
you've instantly converted the 
unknown to the known. An 
ingenious instrument invented 
by one of America's Nobel prize 
winners in physics. Used world- 
wide by military personnel, hik- * 
ers, yachtsmen, golfers, 
surveyors and amateur 
astronomers. Black 
waterproof high- 
impact plastic case. 
SF05-1544. ..$39.95 


t US GAVALAY-& 


SUPER MINI 
PORTABLE \\ 
GENERATOR 


AC-DC 


< 3% } 
Lightweight power. Only 12% lbs. wl 
Use for weather emergencies, 
a car battery charge, night 
sports, fishing, running smal tools, 
etc. 400 watts output. Run a string of quartz lights, a tele- 
vision, a'3/8”* drill or an electric razor. Every police car 
needs our Super Mini Generator in the trunk. Features a 
patented electronic system to offer high output, stable 
voltage. Can’t overcharge and is fuel (gasoline) efficient. 
Two to four hour running time. Automatically cuts off 
when overloaded, which means you can’t burn it out. 
One year manufacturer’s warranty. 


SFO07-1832 $399.95 


RANGER RANGEFINDER 


AVIATION 
JACKET 


Genuine Army 
and Air Force 
issue, Sage green. 
Medium weight 
(MA-1). Sizes: 
Small (33-37''), 
Medium (38-41°"), 
Large (42-45"’), 
X-Large (46-49""), 
Made in U.S.A. 
Don’t miss this 
special price for 
our mail order 
friends. Regular 
price was $54,50, 
SF01-1031 

Sale Price. $39.88 


WORLD S FINEST MILITARY FOUIPMENT 


1375 NORTH WILSON ROAD 
RADCLIFF, KY 40160 
PHONE (502) 351-1164 


O 
O 
C) 


CHECK [oe one AM, SUBTOTAL 
ORDER EXP, 
SHIPPING, 
VISA [L]mastercano HANDLING, 
REDIT CARD NO. INSURANCE 
KENTUCKY 
RESIDENTS 
ADD 5% TAX 
EXP. DATE HOTA 
Signature: 


NAME 


ADDRESS prone ) 


ze 


crry STATE 
See 22s ee ae eee ee SFA 
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NEW MILITARY 
CLOTHING AND HATS 


If not certain about size, send measurements. 
DI ORIGINAL G.I. 5 BUTTON SWEATER 


100% Acrylic in O.D. or Black.S,M,LorXL. $19.95 


OU.S.M.C. SHOOTING JAC KET 
0.D. green-blue-black, woodland camo, tiger 
stripe, day desert. Padded elbows and shoulders, 
button front, bi-swing back (L&XL). 
FSN 8415-082-2888 


MA-! USAF. 
, FLYING JACKET 


gave 380° 
Red- 544.99 


OOMA-1 U.S.A.F FLYING JACKET |SPECIAL $36.95 


Nylon Sheil w/reversible international orange 
lining Two inner & two outer pockets, zipped 
pocket & pen holders on left sleeve Knit col- 
lar, cuffs & waistband Specify black or sage 
green FSN 1615-522-6014 Sizes XS, S, M, L. 
add $5 00 for XL 
OOD. GREEN RIP-STOP 
PANTS OR JACKETS ONLY 100% COTTON 
THE FOLLOWING FATIGUES are reinforced at ail 
stress points — knees, backside, elbows, etc, Made 
of heavy duty construction, 50% cotton/50% nylon. 
Jackets have 4 pockets, pants have 6 pockets with 
adjustable waist straps, bett loops arid ankle draw 
strings. 
0 DAY DESERT CAMOUFLAGE 
FATIGUES Latest Issue. FSN 8415-01-102-6766 
S, M, L, add $4.00 for XL. 


0 DAY DESERT PANTS or JACKET ONLY $28.95 ea 


S, M, L, add $2 00 for XL FSN 8415-102-6804 
DO WOODLAND CAMOUFLAGE 
FATIGUES Latest Issue. FSN 8415-01-084-1647 
S, M, L, add $4 00 for XL 
OD WOODLAND CAMOUFLAGE 
PANTS or JACKET S, M, L, 
add $2.00 for XL FSN 8415-084-1713 
DO “BOONIES” ORIGINAL G.I. 
CAMO JUNGLE HAT , 
With large brass screen vents. Specify: Wood- 
land, Day Desert, O.D. Green or USMC Camo 
Sizes; 7, 7¥a, 72, 7¥4 FSN 8415-102-6781 $11.95 


CrELIMINATOR BOOT 
NOMENCLATURE: Weight: 38 ounces per pair, 
ultra LT. WT. Height: 8-3/4 tough inches, upper of 
full grain leather and Cordura® nylon, 1000 DNR, 
Thinsulate® all weather insulation, Gore-tex® 
fabric factory seam sealed bootie liner (WATER- 
PROOF). Rocky® support system orthopedic inner- 
sole. Cambrelle® the 
living lining, Thermo 
tech® unbreakable 
shank, Texon® foun- 
dation TERRAIN 
outsole. Quick lace, 
tust proof speed lace 
system, Taslon® lace. 
Made in U.S.A. 
ROCKY® BOOTS 
Special $89.95 plus 53.00 Shipping 


COMBAT KNIVES & BAYONETS 


“J ORIGINAL U.S. M 1943 MACHETE $13.00 
new with scabbard 18" tlade FSN 5110-813-1286 
(CJ GERBER MARK | SURVIVAL KNIFE 
Comes with combination boot/ belt scabbard, 
quick.release strap & double edged tempered 
4¥_" blade $49.50 


om 


‘= 


Lue | 


O FLOATKNIFE 


This Medical-Survival Kit is so light it floats! The water 
ught handle ts imprinted with Morse Code and 
Emergency Rescue Signals. Fluid filled compass 
included. $34.95 


$29.00 


$26.95 ea 


$49.95/set 


$49.95/set 


$28.95 ea 


11 BUCKMASTER 
Here it is... The knife that will master the toughest 
challenge. Overall length is 12%inches. Blade tength 
measures 7 ¥2 inches and the back of the blade serves 
as an emergency wood/metal saw. Airtight, 
watertight handle provides storage for emergency 
necessities and comes with a compass Safely located 
on the inside of the anti-magnetic pommel. The 
sheath features a built-in emergency sharpener. Two 
detachable, threaded anchors are standard 
equipment. Also available are optional nylon 
Pouches which come in two sizes that attach to the 
sheath for added necessities. 


INTRODUCING 
“MISS SHERWOOD 1985” 


Buckmaster Knife $138.95 
Large Sheath Pouch $ 6.95 
Small Sheath Pouch $ 5.95 


#1 Order Now 
$4.00 ea. plus .75¢ 
Poster measures 16-1/2” x 23-1/2” 
Specify Poster #1, 2 or both at $7.00 plus .75¢ 
For those who missed, “Miss Sherwooxd 1984," still $3.50 


MISCELLANEOUS 
O11 NEW 1985 ISSUE ORIGINAL GI SLEEPING BAG 
1) Mountain, M1949 Sleeping Bag, FSN 8465-242- 
7855. Temperature range from —14° to +50°F 
(—26° to +10°C}. $59.95 
2) Intermediate Cold, Type 1, FSN 8465-518-2804. 
Temperature range from —40° to +10°F (—40° 
to 12°C). $89.95 
3) Extreme Cold, Type Il, FSN 8465-518-2804. 
Temperature range from +10°F {—12°C] and 
below. $199.95 
COSLEEPING BAG COVERS $14.00 


>, 


O US. G.I. SLEEPING PAD FSN 8465-109-3369 
Latest 1985 Issue. Replaces former leaky air 
mattresses. Lightweight roll-up design, 8" Diameter 
rolled up. Overall Dimensions 24" W x 6'2''L. Perfect 
for camping or backpacking. 18.5 oz. : 

COORIGINAL U.S. ARMY $5.95 ea or, 6/5304 

FLASHLIGHTS 

2 cell, Extra H.D. flashlight, O.D. color, water- 
tight, belt cp, spare bulb and 3 extra lenses. 
Batt not included. FSN 6230-264-8261 

OG. LENSATIC COMPASS 
Comes with neck strap & G.I. nylon carrying case. 

FSN 6605-151-5337 $34.95 


UNIQUE ACCESSORIES 


For the Outdoorsman 


CZ MILITARY STYLE GUN CARRYING CASES 
Heavy Duty, water repellent, mildew resistant. 
OD green with black nylon web handles. 


GUN BOOKS & MILITARY MANUALS 


, M- » FN FAL $29.9 
0 wt ceacces MGIGAMIA a (1 SMALL ARMS IDENTIFICATION AND OPERATION 
9 GUIDE — EURASIAN COMMUNIST 
OOCOLT ARIS, HK 91/93 44" length $26.95 COUNTRIES 
ait } Ri CaN sens We have what is probably the most comprehensive 
REM B70 42" length _ i intelligence manual ever put together regarding 
OUuzi, MAC'S, MP. i 28" length $22.50 Eurasian and communist small arms. There are over 


350 pages profusely illustrated regarding assembly, 
disassembly, identification, accessories and 
ammunition for weapons. $14.95 


C1 SMALL CALIBER AMMUNITION IDENTIFICATION 
GUIDE. DST-11B0G-514-81 Vol. 1 
This manual was put together by the Department 
of Defense Intelligence Agency. It is the best guide 
there is for identifying military cartridges up to 15mm, 
as to Cartridge designation, country of manufacture, 
% and to a large extent, functional bullet type. A must 
% for every serious military cartridge collector. $6.95 
Sherwoodss Gift Certificates! CUS. RIFLE M14, R. BLAKE STEVENS 
2 
* 


OCOLT GOV'T MODEL or COMBAT COMMD. 9.95 
CUCONVERTA-KIT Genta 

Converts your AR-7 into a Carbine. t 

+ Made of ABS lightweight plastic compounds 

« Installs in minutes and is easily removable 

+ Advanced design barrel quard $32.95 


ERKKKKK blah SN tal Sa tae ae oG 
NOW Available 


340 PGS. HARDCOVER, illustrated 
Covers complete evoiution of M-14 
from initial M-1 Garand modifications 
to the specialized M-21 sniper rifles 


k 
x 
B24 
5-4 
¥ Good For Any item In This Ad. 
* 

* 


RRA RKKKKARKRKKKARKH $34.95 


UNIQUE ACCESSORIES 


For the Outdoorsman 


OUUS. AIR FORCE FISHING 
SURVIVAL KIT 4¥2" x 2%" x 1" 
FSN 7810-558-2685 for fresh or salt water fish- 
ing. Includes: Instruction booklet, watertught 
plastic case, 8 assorted flies, 2 treble hooks. 
Straight shank hook, assorted leader packed, 
18 & 63 Ib. nylon lines, assorted hooks, nee- 
dles, 8 — size 3 safety pins, 6 assorted spin- 
ners, baby copper, large chrome and red & 
white spoons, 

CO COMBAT/CONCEALMENT HOLSTER — 
DON HUME MODEL I! — SAVE $10.00 — $14.95 
Fits alt .45 autos & Browning Hi-Powers, all 
leather. Specify left or Rt. hand 

0 1%" LEATHER MILITARY SLINGS $15.95 ea 
Sold brass fittings, pre-oiled-finish, saddle 
leather, fits: M-1 Garand, M14 [MIA}. U.S. 
M1917 Enfield, Springfield OA & A3, 
Johnson Semi-Auto, Win 97, Win M-12 

CULSA WEAPONS OIL, CASE SPECIAL 
of 24—4Q2Z. BOTTLES — SAVE $19.00 


$16.95 


$29.99 


ig 
2 | 


CO CHAPMAN GUN SCREWDRIVER KIT 

Made of chrome nickel 
molybdenum alloy 
steel, 2 phillips bits, 
handle. ratchet ana allen 
hex 12 intercnangeable 
bits w/parallet sides, 
adapter. $129.95 


is : A 


! 


Wit 


OOMISII/A? .45 AUTO, FIELD 
MAINTENANCE KIT 
Genuine G.I. carrying case 6¥2" x 22” con- 
tains eight parts most commonly needed to 
keep your .45 shooting. Firing pin, extractor, 
Magazine, firing pin spring, ejector, sear spring, 
fecoil spring & combo tool. Moisture resistant 
packaged & attaches to web gear. $24.95 
(0 M16/AR15 SURVIVAL EMERGENCY KIT 
This kit comes packaged same as above & in- 
cludes an extractor, extractor spring. extractor 
pin, eyector, eyector spring, ejector pin, gas 
rings (3 each), firing pin, firing pin ret. pin) 
disconnect, disconnect spring, trgger pin, GL 
carrying case. Buy now and save $10.00. $48.95 


‘\~ 


OM-16/AI Eaves 
UPPER RECEIVER 
“Complete with forward assist plunger assem- 
bly {latest tear drop type} installs on any ARIS 
sporter, without machining. Onginal colt, be- 
ware of imitations! NOW $99.00 


OMI6/A1 MAINTENANCE KIT 
All materials brand new G.I. issue. Includes: 
new carrying case. tooth brush, bottte LSA oil, 
bore cleaner, cleaning rod, bore brush and 
chamber brush. 

(M-16/A2 TYPE ROUND ASSAULT 
HANDGUARDS for ARI5 
Similar to CARIS/shorty grips. These are 
found, ribbed and won’t crack, chip or scratch 
like original beavertail types. Come complete 
with heat shietds and instructions Lifetime 
Guaranty From MFR. $24.95 


CORUGER 10/22 50 Rd. magazine- $29.95 


$10.95 


CITAN LEATHER CARRYING CASE $9.95 
mens: eh 
C4 GERERE we ye 
= $00 
CUS. M7 LEATHER 45AUTO $19.95 


SHOULDER HOLSTER FSN 1095-973-2353 
Black color — Rt. hand only, also fits Browning 
Hi-Power and S&W M-39. Brand new. Onig. G.I. 


CLIPS, MAGAZINES & POUCHES 


ALL ITEMS BRAND NEW 
ONEW G.I .45 
AUTO MAGS 


$6.95 ea, 
$60.00/10 


et NEW G.I. CARBINE MAGAZINE POUCH 


w/4-30 SHOT MAGS. $19.95 
TIARI5/M16 30 RD. 3- MAGAZINE POUCH $6.95 


QARIS/M16 POUCH W/3-30 $23.95 
ROUND MAG. 

CO RUGER MINI 14 30 RD. $12.95 
MAGAZINE, BLUE 

C)RUGER MINI 14 POUCH W/3-30 RD. $39.95 
MAGS., BLUE 

OFN FAL .308 $19.95 ea., $35.00/2 
20 RD. MAG. 


O[2) FN FAL MAGS. W/USED POUCH $35.00 


(BROWNING HI-POWER $11.00 ea, $19.95/2 
9MM 13 RD. MAGAZINE, STAINLESS STEEL 


BINOCULARS 

CT STEINER BINOCULARS, 6X30G $125.00°5209.00 
Performs brilliantly, extremely compact for nature 
and sports. Quistanding stereo optic effect. 


SALE 


Req. Price 
17x35G Military/Marine $147.00 S1f9-95 
L18x30G Military/Marine $107.00 179.00 
OW¢x506 Military/Marine $189.00 315.00 
O1OkS0G Military/Marine $529.00 699.00 
0 7x50 Commander with Compass $411.00 685.00 


STEINER 4x24 NATO RIFLE SCOPE 
ONato Post Mount, complete with carrying case 
and lens covers $399.95 $499.00 
ORK Rail Mount for NATO Scopes $149.95 226.00 


(OM-16 Post Mount 37.95, 
OSteiner Scope and HK Mount $549.90 
OSteiner Scope and M-16 Mount $437.90 
SCOPES & MOUNTS 
CAIMPOINT ELECTRONIC SIGHT MKIII 
Includes 2 polarizing filters and variable tn- 
tensity aiming point No magnification, paral- 
lex-free. Just point & pull. $159.00 


(3 M-1 CARBINE MOUNT W/BUSHNELL 


4X SCOPE Rings Incl. $55.95 
COM-! CARBINE MOUNT W/BUSHNELL 

3 X 9 VARIABLE SCOPE Rings incl. $68.95 
CI ORIGINAL COLT AR15/MI16 3 X 20 

SCOPE, NEW Installs 1n Seconds $159.00 
[3 ORIGINAL.COLT ARI5/M16 4 X 20 

SCOPE, NEW $180.00 


_——————————— 
Yours FREE 


Sherwood's 
own 
waterproof, 
black nylon 
mini duffle 


10-1/4" x 5-3/4" : a 
2 2S 8 eae eee 


PACKS & WEB GEAR 
COTANKERS TOOL BAG, U.S. ARMY ISSUE 


ew 
$19.95 
Heavy duck canvas, O.D. green too! bag 20”x6"xI0" 


CI COMPLETE ALICE PACK & FRAME $109.95 
DU.S. ARMY LC-1 (ALICE PACK} $69.95 
Brand new G.I. back pack yew : 
~ ly 


designed to carry toads up 
to 50 Ibs. Complete with ' 
shoulder straps, quick release : re 
buckles & attachment loops 
for carrying extra equipment. : 
Water repellent, rip stop nylon, : Pm 
O.D. green. 8465-019-9102 19"x20"x11"" 
COO MECHANICS TOOL BAG 5140-329-4306 $19.95 
O.D. canvas, masonite bottom, web handle. 
8 small inside pockets, 23 large outside divided New 
Pockets, brass zipper, dimen. 11"L x 6"W x 7"H. 
OLC-2 STEEL & ALUMINUM FSN 8465-073-8326 


PACK FRAMES 1985 !ssue, complete with new 
Padded shoulder straps & quick release 
attachments Great for cargo transport =: $$ 9.95 


OLC-1 NYLON COMBAT HARNESS NOW $26.96 
ASSEMBLY SAVE $4.45 New 


Outfit consists of OD green suspenders. 
pistol belt. canteen cover and plastic canteen 
All ortginat G.). issue FSN 8465-LCI-COMP 
DOULC-2 NYLON PISOL WITH LATEST “SILENT” 
QUICK RELEASE BUCKLE 


CATALOG 


Everything is here, hard to fq 
find parts, accessories & 
gear. Please send a dollar 
(Refundable on first order) 
to cover our postage & 
handling. Catalog is free 
with order. 


ORDERING 

Minimum order is $10. All major credit cards, checks & 
money orders are accepted. Please write credit card in- 
formation down with signature and exp. date along 
with order on another sheet or xerox and use these 
Pages as your order form. Be sure to include the proper 
shipping, insurance & handling charges Calif. residents 
add 62% sales tax. If you're not sure about sizes send 
your measurements. Thank youl 
SHIPPING, HANDLING & INSURANCE 
AMOUNT 

Up to $15.00...... 
$15.00 to $30.00.,. 3.00 
$31.00 to $49.00. ., 
$50.00 to $75.00. 


800:423:5237 


Calif. residents or for info. call 818-349-7600 

| paemminel pps ty TS 
Mail to: SHERWOOD INTERNATIONAL 

| 18714 PARTHENIA ST., Dept. SF1 


NORTHRIDGE, CALIFORNIA 91324 


[ Sorry No C.0.D.s: Send OCheck [4 Money Order 


Ol) American Express © Diners Club 
DO MasterCard OVisa (OCarte Blanche 


i CAT CAIN eee cee rE LO 
| Name. 


Address. 


City 


Signature. 


State—__2y- J 


©1985 Sherwood lArematiora' 


CADEMIC 
ATTITUDES... 
Sirs: 

An upperclassman at 
the academy subscribes 
to Soldier of Fortune 
and is an avid reader 
and collector of the 
magazine. He lent me 
the August Anniversary 
issue and as I leafed 
through it I realized that 
my previous conception 
of the magazine being 
strictly propaganda was 
false. Instead, I was very 
impressed with the wide 
assortment of interesting 
articles it preserited. The 
stories, pictures, letters 
and even the 
advertisements exhibit 
the importance of 
defense to SOF, to the 
people in the magazine, 
and especially to the 
subscribers. I never 
knew there was a 
magazine with such 
patriotism, such an idea 
of the rights of the 
United States of 
America, or such a 
positive attitude toward 
national defense. Please 
continue the excellent 
coverage of those issues 
that affect us as free 
people. 

Tiffany J. Troxel 

Midshipman 

United States 
Naval 
Academy 


N THE INTEREST 

OF ACCURACY... 
Sirs: 

“SEAL Saga,” 
October ’85, turned out 
pretty well, but as | 
busted ass getting it 
right and putting it 
together, let me in the 
interest of accuracy 
point out a few printed 
mistakes. . . . 

General Gene 
Tunney’s “Tunney 
Fish” is actually 
Commander Tunney. 

C&C is command & 
control of JCS/DOD, 
not 
Commander-in-Chief of 
the JCS. 

John B. Dwyer 
Dayton, Ohio 


10 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


ANTED IN 
SURINAM... 
Sirs: 

Dr. John’s article, ‘Merc Rip-Off in Surinam” 
(SOF, August ’84) was read with great interest as I 
frequently travel the former Dutch colony. I had the 
opportunity during a recent trip to Surinam to visit 
the main post office of Paramaribo and was shown 
a wanted poster for Dr. John and Boss who were 
wanted for mercenary work in Surinam. 

I have seen Surinam’s deterioration under the 
revolutionary leader, Lieutenant Colonel Desi 
Bouterse, who seized power in a coup in 1980. And 
Bouterse’s new-found friends, the Libyans, are ever 
present in increasing numbers. 

My good friends praise the results in Grenada. 
They keep wishing the same would happen to 
them. It’s only too bad the situation Dr. John faced 
didn’t take a different tum. Much of our 
concentration at the moment is on Central America, 
but we also need to be looking further South. 

Name and Address Withheld 


SOF’s New Year’s resolution is to intensify 
coverage of the explosive tensions of economically 
beleaguered South America. Watch for more 
reports. 


ETERMINED 
DONORS... 
Sirs: 

Almost daily I read about federal 
and local law enforcement agencies 
who confiscate caches of weapons in 
drug busts or in raids on suspected 
gangsters. During the course of a 
year they must amass a great 
number of weapons. After these 
weapons serve their purpose as 
evidence in a trial, they must be 
stored until they can be disposed of 
or destroyed. Why can’t we collect 
all confiscated weapons and ship 
them to the freedom fighters in 
Central America or Afghanistan? 

I know that it would take special 
legislation to get something like this 
going, but it could appease those in 
Washington who support sending 
aid and also those who don’t want 
tax dollars spent on supporting a 
war, 

Nick Stroffolino 
Brooklyn, New York 


Once again the terrible dragon of 
communism has set out to annihilate 
new lands and its people. This time 
the target is El Salvador and 
Nicaragua, And many Americans sit 
in the comfort and safety of their 
homes saying: ““Can’t those people 
ever stop fighting?” 

These people are fighting for their 
freedom and it amazes me how 
quickly many Americans forget our 
own country’s history and the 
uncertain future that our fellow 
Americans once faced. Back then 
our country may have been quite 
small, but the hopes and dreams 
that those colonists had were 
anything but small. They not only 
wanted but demanded their right to 
freedom and would settle for 
nothing less. 

The people of El Salvador and 
Nicaragua are not asking for us to 
hand them their freedom. They are 
willing to fight for it as we once did. 
All they’re asking for is a chance. 
Our donations will give them the 
chance. I urge all SOF readers to do 
as my family and I have done and 
make a donation to the El 
Salvador/Nicaragua Defense Fund, 
P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 

Judy Babcock 
Austin, Texas 


Continued on page 130 
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Latest US Army issue field jacket. 50/50 
nylon-cotton. Quarpel water repeliency. Zip- 
in hood, heavy-duty front zipper, snap 
closures. Plus extra room in the shoulders 
for movement. Sizes: S, M, L, XL 

#0107GO O.D. Green $49.95 $44.95 
#0107WO Woodland Camo, $49:95 $44.95 
GI M-€5 Jacket Liner. Cold weather liner. 
Turns M-65 into all weather 
jacket. Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 
#0107A0 $19.95 


2 Folding Trench Knife. 3,” stainless 
steel blade folds conveniently into 

the unique 5” steel “knuckle buster” 
handle for protection & safety. Length 


open—8}4", 
#172010 $19-95 Sale $14.95 


3 8-Shot Tear Gas Revolver. Fires 8-.22 
caliber tear gas or blanks in seconds. 
#260110 Blue $1485 Sale $ 9.95 
#260120 Chrome $15-95 Sale $10.95 
.22 Caliber Tear Gas Automatic. Fires 6-.22 
caliber tear gas or blanks as fast as you can 


pull the trigger. 
$14.25 Sale $10.95 


#260510 Biue 
#260520 Chrome $15-35 Sale $11.95 
Accessories 


#260202 Tear Gas Cartridges(10) $2.95 
#260204 X-Loud Blanks (100) $3.95 
#260201 Revolver Holster $2.95 
, #260203 Automatic Holster $3.95 


3 Mitchell AR-50 Accessory 
Package. Black space age nylon 
pistot grip and nickel-plated steel 
telescoping buttstock. Locks 

open and closed. Compact—26” 
overall when closed, Regular size open. 


Ventilated forend. 
#242000 $69.95 


6 Mitchell 50-rd Mag. for 10/22 Rifle. Easy 
loading, reliable functioning and durability. 
Full 50-rd. capacity. Markings on back keep 
you informed of remaining rounds. 
#193000 $3885 Sale $34.95 


Credit Card Orders For Fast Delivery 


Illinois, Alaska, Hawaii 1-312-228-0080 


Pachmayr Stainless 
Steel .45 Magazine. 
#193110 
Browning Hi-Power 
Q fomiao. 13-shot 
# 

AR-15 M-16. ~~ 
30-shot Magazine. am ~ 
#191220 

M-1 Carbine. 30-snot . 
Magazine Blue Steel. 

#190420 $5.00 


7 Mini-Mag. Tiny size, has all the quality 
engineering, optics, & performance of larger 
Mag-Lites. 5” long, %” diameter. 1” 
diameter flashlight head focuses beam from 
powerful spot to flood. Uses 2 "A" ceils. 
#320100 $14.95 


4 Lifeknife Commando. Razor-sharp 6” 
blade made from 440C stainless steel heat 
treated to RH57-58. Aircraft aluminum hol- 
ow handle is waterproof. Contains wire saw, 
matches, survival fish hooks, split shot, 20 ft. 
of 10 Ib. test line. 6 ft. snare utility wire, 
needles, sutures, Black leather sheath, 
thong & sharpening stone. Jeweled com- 


pass in cap. 12” overall. 
1722S0 $49.85 Sale $44.95 


$1995 # - 
$15.00 ™~ 


$7.95 


Uzi . mm. 32-shot Magazine. 


#192620 $14.95 
Magazines for Mini 14 

20-shot Blue #190720 $ 9.95 
30-shot Blue #190820 $12.95 
40-shot Blue #191020 $24.95 
20-shot Stainless #220600 $14.95 


[6] _ ait a 


F REE | aysterd Gitt every $50 slog order! 


11 Six Pocket Bush Short. Made of 
tough, durable material you find in regular 
fatigues. Triple needle side & yoke seams. 
Front has 2 flapped-patch pockets, 2 slash 
pockets. The back has 2 patch pockets with 
flaps. Sizes: 24-46. 


#3404G0 O.D. Green $15.95 
#3404KO Khaki $15.95 - 
#3404CO Camouflage $15.95 


12 "Pineapple" Hand Grenade. Com- 
pletely inert & harmless. Looks like the 
real thing. Detachable firing lever. 

#1721GO $6.95 


Ordering Information! To order by mail, use 
coupon or separate sheet. Mail payment or credit 
card information. For ques- 
tions or information call 
1-312-228-0080. To order by 
phone use credit card number. Call 
1-800-323-3233. Have all information ready. 
Minimum order $10.00. 


The Biack Book Of Dirty Tricks. “Improvised 
Munitions Handbook” is the most sought 
after (until now impossible to obtain) Army 
Manual. Includes chapters on: Mines & 
Grenades, Small Arms Weapons & Ammo, 
Mortars & Rockets, Incendiary Devices, 


Fuses, Ignition & Delay Mechanisms. Pius 
how to manufacture Rocket Launchers, 
Pistois, Shotguns, and Recoilless Rifles from 
easy to obtain materials. And much more! 
New expanded edition! Limited number 


available! 


ORDER NOW! Order No. BB $10.00 


8 USAF L-2B Flight Jacket. Official Air 
Force Lightzone (Lightweight issue). Sage 
Green, Orange lining. 100% polyester, Knit 
collar, cuffs & waistband. 2 pockets. Zipper 
cigarette pocket on sleeve. Sizes: S, M, L, XL 
#012900 $49-95 Sale $39.95 
USAF MA-1 Flyer's Jacket. Same as L-2B 
with 100% polyester batting lining for 
warmth. No epaulets. Sage Green, Orange 


lining. Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 
#0134G0 $49:95 Sale $39.95 


9 Camouflage Ranger Vest. Has a pocket 
for everything. Back pockets, front pockets, 
side pockets, bellows pockets, hidden 
pockets. Woodland Camo. cotton blend 
with shirt-tail sides. Hide-~away hood in collar. 
Rugged action vest is good looking & func- 
tional. Sizes: S. M. L, XL. 
#0148CO $39.95 10 


10 Little Black Box. Automatically starts 
recorder when telephone is picked up. Re- 
cords entire conversation on both sides. 
Automatically stops recorder when phone 
is hung up! Attaches anywhere along the line 
& plugs into ANY recorder. Causes abso- 
lutely no interference or noise on phone. 
MINIATURE! Only 2” x 2” x 4%” 

Alligator clip hook-up 

#310101 $29-85 Sale $24.95 
Modular plug-in hook-up 

#310102 $29:-85 Sale $24.95 


13 The Bionic Ear. 

Extremely sensitive & 
pointable, el&ctronic listening device the 
size of a flashlight. Amplifies & passes 
them on to the user through stereo head- 
phones which are included. Used exten- 
sively by hunters, bird watchers, security 
& law enforcement personnel. Can near a 
whisper at 100 yards, feet scuffling at 200 
feet, a car door shutting at 5 blocks, a 
coon dog on the trail up to 2 miles. Uses 
9 volt battery. Warming: Not intended as an 
eavesdropping device. 
#310300 $69.95 
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NUMBER 


Dept. 425 
1090 FARGO ELK GROVE VILLAGE, IL 60007 


DESCRIPTION/SIZE/COLOR 


CHARGE MY: MASTERCARD (©) AMERICAN EXPRESS 


O VISA O DINERS CLUB/CARTE BLANCHE 
OO CHECK ENCLOSED (1 MONEY ORDER 


SUB 
_ TOTAL 


CATALDG $1.00—FREE WITH ORDER () SEND CATALOG 


CREDIT 
CARD NO. 


CITY. 


IMinots Residents Include 
T% Sales Tax 


(| _ — a 
a 
ADDRESS _____-__e 
STATE__ZIP 


TAX 


SOUTH AFRICAN WAR MA- 
CHINE. By Helmoed-Rémer Heit- 
man. Presidio Press, Dept. SOF, 
31 Pamaron Way, Novato, CA 
94947. 1985. Review by Brady 
Ridgway. 


Soc AFRICA has become an 
easy target for journalists armed with a 
myopic view of history. The South 
African govemment has responded to 
such trust and affection by limiting ac- 
cess to its internal security apparatus, 
especially the South African Defence 
Forces (SADF). So, naturally, we’re all 
a little suspicious when we see a South 
African book entitled the South Afri- 
can War Machine. 

Author Heitman’s 15-year service 
and recent staff postings with the 
South African Army Citizen Force indi- 
cate that there are few surprises in this 
hard-bound recruiting pamphlet. But 
it’s not entirely a whitewash, either. 

This book, well-illustrated with 
dozens of excellent color and black 
and white photographs, does provide 
a reasonably balanced overview of the 
South African military structure and its 
operations against both internal and 
external insurgent forces. Heitman can 
be forgiven his occasional lapses into 
subjective analysis of his topic simply 
for the detail he provides on each 
branch of service. 

Heitman traces the little-known 


South African Navy’s (SAN) history 
from 1885, when the first naval volun- 
teer unit was formed in Durban for port 
defense, to its current role as South 
Africa’s coastal defense arm. Included 
is a breakdown of the SAN command 
structure, a listing by name of SAN 
vessels in service (three French-built 
Daphne-class subs home-based at 
Simonstown, for instance, each sport- 
ing 12 55cm torpedo tubes), locations 
of SAN bases and schools (to include 
an excellent short piece on the Navy 
Diving School at Simonstown), and a 
wealth of other information not easily 
obtainable elsewhere. 

Heitman follows much the same for- 
mat for the other regular services — 
army and air force — and also devotes 
a section to South Africa’s special 
forces. As he points out, ‘“‘none of them 
is eager to discuss its doctrines or tac- 
tics,” and of course the text has been 
edited (read ‘‘censored’”’) by SADF 
staff officers. However, this section 
does give basic insight into the clandes- 
tine units that carry out the darker side 


IN REVIEW 


of the South African bush war. 
Heitman examines the roles of 1 Re- 
connaissance Commando (see ‘‘Rec- 
ce Commando” on page 76) the SAS- 
type unit tasked with long-range recon 
missions and other more active assign- 
ments inside neighboring Mozam- 
bique, Botswana, Angola, and Zim- 
babwe, although he concentrates on 
the rugged training required of each 
potential member. Second on the list 
of elite South African forces is 44 Para- 
chute Brigade — the Parabats. Again, 
Heitman’s description of South Afri- 
ca’s external and internal para reaction 
force is superficial, but the background 
is credible and interesting. Heitman 
also provides data on 32 Battalion, the 
light infantry unit comprised primarily 
of former Angolan FNLA fighters, 
which spends much of its operational 
time in southem Angola. The South- 
West African Specialist Unit 
(SWASpes) also earns mention in this 
segment for its unusual composition of 
mounted, motorcycle and tracking 
wings, as does the Operation K in the 
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Ovambo region of South-West Africa. 

Heitman does more than just 
chronicle military units and operations 
by inserting an excellent 14-page study 
of Armscor (Armaments Corporation 
of South Africa'Ltd.). Armscor is the 
South African government's umbrella 
arms manufacturer, and is the main 
supplier to all branches of the defense 
force. Since the United Nations’ arms 
embargo against South Africa in 1977, 
SADF has had to rely on locally manu- 
factured weapons and equipment for 
the bulk of its requirements. The 
weapons designed in South Africa and 
adopted for service — 155mm G-6 
self-propelled guns, 127mm Valkiri 
self-propelled multiple rocket launch- 
ers, frequency-hopping communica- 
tions equipment, and fire control sys- 
tems for their fighter aircraft, among 
many others — have proved to be of 
excellent quality since all are tested 
under battle conditions. Armscor pro- 
duction has become so successful, in 
fact, that the United Nations deemed it 
necessary in December 1984 to ban 
the purchase of South African- 
produced weapons. 

To further round out his study of the 
South African area of operations, Heit- 
man provides a brief synopsis of the 
military forces of the “independent” 
black states located within South Afri- 
ca: Transkei, Bophuthatswana, Venda 
and Ciskei. Of particular interest is the 
Transkei Defense Force, now com- 
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of military-approved parachute 
cord for emergency lashing. 


ARAGRIP — Non-slip, resilient, 
comfortable. Can be quickly un- 


FULL TANG — The Ek Knife is solid stee! 
from point to butt. The tang (the steel under 


manded by Major General Ron Reid- 
Daly of Rhodesian Selous Scouts 
fame. Reid-Daly assumed the post of 
GOC — General Officer Commanding 
— in May 1981 and quickly incorpo- 
rated former Rhodesian Selous Scout, 
SAS and RLI members as the nucleus 
of his command. Now composed of an 
infantry battalion designed for COIN 
operations, one operational squadron 
of a Special Forces regiment, an infan- 
try school, and other command and 
staff elements, the TDF is considered 
one of the better counterinsurgency 
forces in Africa. 

Covered in more detail are the 
counterinsurgency operations con- 
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ducted by SADF from their first in- 
volvement in South-West Africa/ 
Namibia to the present day. Cross- 
border operations into Angola, specifi- 
cally South Africa’s major push against 
MPLA and SWAPO forces in 1975-76, 
receive the lion’s share of Heitman’s 
attention although lesser-known raids 
into Mozambique and Lesotho also 
merit brief mention (bearing in mind 
the background of this book, oper- 
ational details of the raids are apologet- 
ically absent). 

Perhaps the most thought- 
provoking section of this book, located 
appropriately at the end, deals with 
South Africa’s potential to develop and 
use tactical nuclear devices. Heitman 
opines that South Africa has the ability 
to develop nuclear weapons on short 
notice, ‘however, it seems unlikely 
that any weapons have actually been 
produced,” 

The question of actual use of atomic 
weaponry, according to Heitman, 
seems to center around South Africa’s 
aging air force. If strike and fighter air- 
craft cannot be replaced (leaving 
South Africa open to a potential con- 
ventional force invasion), then South 
Africa could be left with ‘little choice 
but to take up the tactical nuclear op- 
tion.” Since this book no doubt reflects 
current SADF command thinking, the 
“tactical nuclear option” should be 


Continued on page 126 


DOESN'T SURVIVE, YOU MIGHT NOT, EITHER. 


QUALITY NYLON 
SHEATH — The belt 
loop is large entugl for 


a military web belt. 
extended butt can be used as a pry bar or, D-ring and thong allow 
defensively, as a “skullcrusher pommel” while it to be worn ina vari- 
it provides extra protection for the hand. ety of positions, The 
knife is retained by a 
velcro fastener. 
Made in America, 
By Americans, 
For Americans.” 


potest ee esessesnsesesseeseseesessseccas 


0 Please send me__ 


the grip) is a full-width, full-thickness exten- O Check enclosed 
sion of the blade, making this the most rug- i 1 MC, VISA, AMEX 
ged, dependable knife ever designed. This (re J Name 
expensive feature requires much more steel VAUSA, 4 Street 
than a rat-tail or stub tang but provides Battle Proven in Three Wars. 8 City 
unequaled ‘strength. It is not found in any 1 
other military/survival knife in this price : es se I 
WORLD WAR II KOREA VIETNAM 1 


category. 


EK SURVIVAL/KNIFE ORDER FORM 


Ek Survival/Fighter(s) with sheaths at $79 each, plus $2 per knife 
4 shipping, handling and insurance. Satisfaction guaranteed or return in 45 days for refund. 


O Please charge my credit card. 


Exp. 


State Zip 


COMMANDO KNIFE COMPANY 
601 N. Lombardy St., Diamond Vieginia 23220 Telephone (804) 257-7772 
Virginia residents please add tax. 


Semry removal: it’s a dirty job, 
but someone’s got to do it. But how? 

A guitar string or a silenced pistol 
firing a subsonic round make a neat job 
of a distasteful, unpleasant and 
dangerous chore. But there are those 
occasions when a knife is the weapon 
of the moment. 

The idea of taking outa seniry witha 
blade isa topic that has received a lot of 
attention. Let me go on record as 
saying that] don’t believe that a knife is 
the best tool for this sort of thing. Still, 
let's take a look at how our pros do it. 

In a best-case scenario, the sentry is 
approached from the rear and seized 
under the chin and over the mouth 
with the free hand. His head is bent 
backward and, his jugular vein and 
larynx are slashed, or he is stabbed so 
the blade reaches the carotid artery. 
Some favor a stabbing attack to the 
kidney. Done properly any and all of 
these work after a fashion, but there 
are a lot of caveats here. 

Murphy is a mean son of a bitch. 
And he’s alive and well in combat. 
There is just too much that can go 
wrong with the classic special ops 
throat slash. That technique is based 
on too many shaky suppositions to be 
considered as primary mode of attack. 

In the first place, don’t assume that 
when you get your hands on the sentry 
you'll be able to overpower and con- 
trol him. Put yourself in the sentry’s 
shoes. He sure doesn’t relish his 
assignment, and at zero-dark-thirty the 
guy is as jumpy as the proverbial 
whore in church. The sound that he 
thought he heard ten minutes ago 
hasn’t helped his nerves any. 

And when you touch this quy he is 
going to get a jolt of adrenalin that will 
make yours seem tired. You will be 
lucky if you can hold him still and keep 
him quiet long enough to cut him. 

Worse, his probably trained and cer- 
tainly violent reaction makes it likely 
that you'll stab or cut yourself before 
this whole thing winds down. Your arm 
that is trying to hold the enemy’s chin 
effectively shields half his neck and 
throat from the blade, and the possibil- 
ity of cutting your own arm is not to be 
taken lightly. 

Second, cutting a sentry’s throat is 
not the quickest or quietest way to kill 
him with a blade, While loss of blood 
may be the cause of death in such a 
case, the victim usually dies of suffoca- 
tion due to insufficient blood in circula- 
tion carrying oxygen to continue the 
vital processes. Anyone who hunts big 
game with a bow and arrow is well 
aware of this. Making a person or 
animal bleed, even in great and sud- 
den amounts, is not the quickest or 
quietest way to kill him. 

Actually, we really don’t need an 
instantaneous kill in the case of a sen- 
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BATTLE 
BLADES 


by Bill Bagwell 


Sentry Takedown the Gurkha Way 


The kukri is recognized as the 
distinctive weapon of the British 
Gurkhas. You can purchase one for 
$19.95 from Atlanta Cutlery, Dept. 
SOF, Box 839, Conyers, GA 30207, 
or phone 800-241-3595. 


try, but we do need instantaneous im- 
mobilization coupled with total silence. 
We don’t want the sentry we are taking 
out to kick and thrash in the leaves 
while he dies, or make wet gurgling 
sounds that tell his buddies that some- 
one on the perimeter just got his throat 
cut. 

It doesn’t matter if it takes a few 
moments for this enemy to die, but we 
do need him to be quiet about it. 

Our Rangers, SEALS and Recon 
Marines are the best we have at this 
sort of thing, and even they are poorly 
and improperly trained and equipped 
for the specialized technique of sentry 
removal with a knife. The British SAS 
are just as deficient. To be blunt about 
the matter, the training and technique 
of neutralizing a sentry with a knife 
now being taught in the military actual- 
ly makes a tough job even more diffi- 
cult and dangerous than it need be. 

The real pros at killing the enemy 
with a blade, quietly, quickly and un- 
observed, are the Gurkhas. They are 
so good at it that part of their outstand- 
ing reputation as fighting men is a 
direct result of their uncanny ability in 
this arena. What makes them so good? 
Background, equipment, and tech- 
nique, all of which differ from U.S. and 


British military training. 

Gurkhas have a very simple and 
straightforward approach in their best- 
case scenario. After slipping within 
reach of the target they simply split his 
skull like a coconut or cut his head off. 
None of this risky and shaky business 
of grabbing the guy with the hands and 
bending him backward over the knee. 
When a Gurkha has a choice, he 
doesn’t touch his target with his hands. 
If the target is wearing a helmet the 
Gurkha strikes a horizontal blow to the 
base of the neck. This severs the spinal 
cord and often results in a complete 
decapitation. If the enemy sentry is 
bareheaded and there is no helmet to 
contend with, the blow is simply a ver- 
tical chop to the top of the skull. The 
Gurkha’s blade usually doesn’t stop 
until it reaches the chin. Very simple, 
very basic and very effective. 

Either attack will silence and kill in- 
stantly. These are actually attacks on 
the nervous system, not the circulatory 
system. A man who has just had his 
brain split has had his capacity for 
speech destroyed. So it is a safe bet 
that he won’t issue a vocal warning 
after he is hit. The same thing holds 
true when the spinal cord is cut. The 
entire nervous system is separated 
from the brain and everything stops 
instantly. 

This attack is by far the safest be- 
cause the first thing that touches the 
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TACTICAL AND PRACTICAL 
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‘design and execution in tactical load 
carrying equipment. Developed for 
Special Forces for extended use in 
extreme situations. The TLBV is con- 
structed of 8 ounce Military Balistics 
Camouflage Nylon with boxed “X” 
reinforcements in critical stress areas. 
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pockets and 2 grenade pockets, the 
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CLEAN, DRY, AND QUICK ACCESS 
Vectors Cocoon is both a padded 
handgun case and an easy access 
holster. Its storm seal closure shields 
your handgun from dirt and moisture. 
High density foam padding protects 
from bumps and condensation, yet the 
Velcro® seal opens with light finger 
pressure for quick access. A unique web 
ladder adjusts over different size belts...no 
need to thread the belt through. When 
you must draw your handgun from its 
cocoon, you will have no doubts about 
its reliability. Add $2.50 P & H. 
Small (fits .22-.38) $17.95 
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COMBAT 
EAPONCRAFT 


by Mick Doyle 


Battle-Tested Booby Traps 


ian something inherently 
frustrating about patrolling through a 
jungle that’s laced with booby traps. 
They are hard to spot and they rarely 
miss. But perhaps their worst feature is 
psychological. Booby traps cause 
casualties from the shadows — there is 
no enemy to take return fire or charge 
at with fixed bayonets. 

Although the use of booby traps is 
almost as old as warfare itself, Amer- 
ican soldiers got their most lethal dose 
of them during the Vietnam War. Vio- 
lent death was often heralded by the 
sharp explosion of some simple trap 
fashioned by an enemy that preferred 
to remain unseen. In fact, booby traps 
were often the primary cause of U.S. 
casualties during the Vietnam War. 
Lieutenant William Calley’s famous 
platoon had taken numerous casual- 
ties from booby traps the week before 
the My Lai massacre — a statistic that 
galled Calley even more because his 
patrols had failed to see a single 
enemy. And that is the main value of 
booby traps: they cause death and 
psychological mayhem to the enemy 
without a troop commitment. 

The U.S. clearly came out of the 
Vietnam War on the short side of the 
booby trap tally sheet. But the military 
did learn a lesson from the war — 
booby traps can be just as valuable in 
counterinsurgency warfare as they are 
to a communist insurgency. And U.S. 
soldiers are learning more about them 
at the Jungle Warfare School in Pana- 
ma. Again, the value of the lesson is 
largely psychological. If you learn the 
basics of what you’re going to be up 
against, then much of the unreasoning 
fear disappears. 

Jungle Warfare Branch instructors 
cover the employment of 12 booby 
traps as a basic introduction in the 
hope that we gringos will be able to 
watch out for ourselves in the deep, 
dark, dangerous and dreaded jungle. 
They are all pretty simple — it’s a won- 
der everybody doesn’t already know 
them. 

The famous “‘frag in a can”’ has got 
to be first on everybody’s hit parade of 
booby traps. It’s simple. Just take a 
hand grenade, remove the pin and 


Third Marine Div. troops advance 
across paddies south of Dong Ha. 
Tripwires and punji pits were among 
these Marines’ chief concerns. 
Photo: Department of Defense 


place it inside a C-rat can so that the 
spoon is retained. Then attach the en- 
semble to a tree, camouflage it and run 
a tripwire across the trail. The enemy 
saunters down the trail, a foot snags 
the tripwire and yanks the grenade 
from the can, releasing the safety 
spoon. Boom! Someone is now miss- 
ing part of his anatomy. 

If you don’t have a C-rat can, it’s 
OK. You can rig a variation. Just tie a 
tripwire to a grenade pin that has been 
carefully straightened to ensure that it 
will slide right out. Attach the grenade 
directly to a tree and run the tripwire 
across the trail. The result is the same 
as the frag in a can — “‘Adios, 
muchacho.” 

The garbage dump is a good place 
to stick a booby trap. Soldiers often 
rummage through such things in 
search of useful intelligence. Or they 
might walk through it as an alternative 
to the trail. So the guerrillas give them a 
surprise. For this easy booby trap, 
place a fragmentation grenade on the 
ground, pull the pin and place debris, 
rocks, trash, etc., on top to hold the 
grenade’s spoon in place. When a 
passing soldier disturbs the garbage 
the grenade spoon is released. Frags 
from the grenade, along with airborne 
debris, rocks and trash, cause casual- 
ties among those near the man who 
triggered the trap. 

Not all impromptu booby traps use 
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Money Back Guarantee 


the grenade. Natural, non-explosive 
materials work just as well. The Bam- 
boo Whip is a nasty device that has 
been used effectively in past jungle 
conflicts. It’s easy to conceal and can 
be constructed out of material found in 
any jungle area. All that is needed is 
one large length of bamboo for the 
whip itself and several smaller pieces, 
sharpened to act as knife points. Attach 
the points securely to the whip, bend 
the whip back around an anchor point 
and attach the whole thing to some sort 
of trigger mechanism that allows the 
whip to deploy upon body contact. 
Not only does it mess up the poor fel- 
low it hits, the whole event also tends 
to demoralize the troops around him. 

Any tale of battle in Southeast Asia, 
whether it be from the Philippine Insur- 
rection or the Vietnam War, will un- 
doubtedly recall accounts of the 
dreaded punji pit. This is another 
booby trap which is ideally suited to 
thickly vegetated areas which make 
the trap easy to conceal. Dig a pit 
approximately six feet by six feet and 
place some type of sharp stakes at the 
bottom — steel, bamboo or native tim- 
ber will all do. Sharpen the points and 
dip them in something really vile; like 
old engine oil, acid, shit or all of the 
above. Anyone who falls in the pit 
stands the chance of having his body 
impaled on the stakes. At the very 
least, the victim’s foot or leg will be 


shredded by the stakes. Infection soon 
follows. 

There are many variations of the 
punji pit. Perhaps the most common is 
the “bear trap,”’ a small hole dug 
approximately ankle deep and slightly 
wider than a human foot. Nails are 
driven through two boards about 10 
inches by 10 inches and fastened 
together at the bottom by straps. The 
contraption is then placed in the shal- 
low pit and covered. Any unwary pa- 
trol that passes along is bound to take a 
casualty. If a soldier steps in it, the two 
nail-studded boards close around his 
ankle, The wonderful thing about this 
booby trap is that it bypasses the steel 
insert in the U.S. Army jungle boot. 
What a deal. 

Heavy weights dropped on unsus- 
pecting prey have been used as a hunt- 
ing trick since time began. It is also 
used in hunting human quarry and has 
seen use in the jungles of Central 
America. Appropriately called the 
“deadfall,” this booby trap is a heavy 
timber or platform into which spikes 
are driven. The trap is suspended over- 
head on a trail or area through which 
troops must pass. The deadfall must be 
heavy enough to impale the body or 
head of the man on which it falls, Any 
tripwire setup will do. All you have to 
do is hope that your intended casual- 
ties don’t look up. 

An alternative to straight gravity is 


the pendulum effect. The mace is a 
variation of the deadfall that works 
basically the same way except that the 
mace swings into the enemy. Ouch. 

The so-called “‘toe popper” is a 
good example of technology mixed 
with native materials. It uses a very 
simple principle of deployment — 
guerrillas like to keep it simple. Find a 
small canister the size of the caliber of 
the round to be used. It can be made of 
bamboo or steel pipe, with a piece of 
wood approximately two inches 
square attached to it for a base. Drive a 
small nail through the base. Place the 
round so that the firing pin is over the 
nail and fill the canister with stones, 
nails or whatever nasty little items you 
can think of. Then bury it along a trail 
so that the round will go off causing 
severe injury to the poor soul who 
steps on it. This trap rarely causes 
death: It maims the victim and requires 
a minimum of two more soldiers to 
evacuate the wounded man. 

Since Latin America has provided 
the stage for the most recent U.S. in- 
volvementin quenilla warfare, itis only 
appropriate that we call these next im- 
provised booby traps Latin American 
mines, They are constructed of wood, 
electrical wire, two metal contacts and 
a power source. The power source and 
wire need only be strong enough to 
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‘‘Make no mistake about it, Pete Gerber isn’t getting noble in his old age. The aap truth 


is, Benchmark Knives recently became a division of Gerber Legendary 


Blades and the 'TAC II we ake our combined expertise. 


“Specially designe 


endorses the n 


for rapid deployment, it’s part of the next genera- 
tion of survival knives created exclusively for us by world 
renowned knife designer Blackie Collins. 


Por your "GE Series 4 catalog sheet, write: 
LEGENDARY. BLADES 


14200 S. W. 72nd Ave., P.O. Box 23088, Portland, OR 97223, (503) 639-6161 


A revolutionary Weteckes mechanism 
provides instant thumb srlease from the 
molded Zytel® sheath, 


“But enough words. Pick up a TAC II and feel it. I’m certain you'll endorse _ 
my endorsement. ’—Pete Gerber, Chairman, Gerber Legendary Blades 


y & . “Why the Chairman of Gerber 
3 ndary Blades ay 


TAC I 


#20110 6" blade. Overall length 11” 
Blade thickness .157% Rockwell C57-59, 


Taurus handguns give you 
the right balance of top craftsmanship 
and affordable price 


Meet the finest value dollar for 
dollar in firearms today—Taurus 
handguns. They’ve earned an envi- 
able international reputation for 
superb quality at an affordable price 
since their introduction in 1939, 
meeting the highest standards of 
accuracy, dependability and safety. 


Taurus Model 85, The Protector 

. Lightweight, powerful, reliable 
& Rugged construction and ease of 
operation distinguish the 5-shot 
Protector. 2” or 3” barrel lengths. 
Notch rear and serrated ramp front 
sights. Chambered for .38 Special. 
In blue, stainless steel and 


A Taurus is an ideal satin nickel. 
Pee ee ‘ aia Taurus Model PT 92 
gun buyer and Rapid fire, light recoil 
perfect for semi-automatic 
the experienced Double and single-action capa- 
shooter. bilities. Quick recovery and 

: superb accuracy. Chambered 
Tanidiecdos for 9 MM Parabellum. 
gives you the opportunity Slide remains open after 
to use a product that has last r ea bm reload- 
been built from high-quality a8 a ee aed 
materials to the latest design speci- f a me one © oat 1 
fications. Note the beautiful finish in Be i acini 
blue, satin nickel, or stainless steel and mS “ae ie CMnLItAry 
the handsome Brazilian walnut grip that 92 MODEL approval and! acceptance. 
Been sore STHOVUTOOUTNOOUNNONOOUNDONOUON AZ 

Taurus offers = EXCLUSIVELIFETIME = 
a comprehensive = REPAIR POLICY = 
selection of styles = Taurus will repair your Taurus = 
and calibers— = handgun/freeofchargeforthe = 

= lifetime of the weapon. No = 
PDR, = other handgun manufacturer = 
Bone ae Seta mslaieiiee theketor = 
Special, .357 Mag- = : " S 
num, 9 MM and 380. = lilt coat = 
Look at the three pop- | rudQOO00ovondonoanoanonoODDODONNNNNSS 
ular models below: 
Taurus Model 66 Six 


rounds of .357 stopping power 
Easy to control and keep on target. 
Available in 3? 4” or 6” barrel lengths 
in traditional deep royal blue or 
corrosion-resistant nickel steel finish. International standards of 
Completely adjustable rear sight for 66 MODEL craftsmanship and reliability 
windage with serrated ramp. Also | TAURUS INTERNATIONAL 
available in a fixed sight version, 4563 S.W. 71st. Avenue 
Taurus Model 65. Miami, FI. 33155 


oS Fr, 
ay 
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I WAS THERE 


by Kregg P.J. Jorgenson 


LRRP ’n’ ezatils 


The NAPOLEON BONA- 
PARTE Eagle Sword Cane 
is the masterpiece of our 
French Collection. From 
handle to sword-tip, one of 
4] the most beautiful canes 
we have ever seen. Stunn- 

ing silverplate eagle head 

is intricately reproduced 

with a jewelers eye for 

detail, perfectly com- 

' plements the dark brown 
cane shaft. Sword is made 

»» of high carbon steel, with 


distinct point. A collector's 


ee Virgin Mountain, the 
towering Nui Ba Den, stood sentinel 
against the morning, keeping birds, 
snakes and other jungle life quiet until 
the midday sun could overpower the 
cold and shadowy giant. Even then the 
Vietnamese jungle remained awk- 
wardly quiet and dark until the sunlight 
could force its way through the living 
layer of dense, musk-smelling 
vegetation. 

During the long twilight morning the 
five-man LRRP team had cautiously 
pushed their way into the section of 
rain forest they now occupied. While 
they moved, seemingly never-ending 
wait-a-minute vines and branches 
clawed and scratched at the team of 
weary intruders. 

When the patrol reached the grid 
coordinate marked on the map they 
dropped their too-heavy rucks, posi- 
tioned Claymores and set up their 
ambush overlooking a recently used 
trail. Satisfied their position was se- 
cure, the team settled in to watch and 
rest. 

Minutes stretched into an hour, then 
suddenly an eerie voice cut through 
the jungle silence. “FUCK YOU,” it 
wailed. 

“Hey Renfro, wake up,” the new 
guy on watch whispered to the patrol 
commander, No response. 

“RENFRO! Wake up, dammit!” the 
whisper turning into a shout. 

The LRRP team leader, breaking 
out of his shallow sleep, turned in con- 
trolled panic toward the new guy 
wrestling with the detonator to the 
daisy-chained anti-personnel mines. 
Surveying the empty trail he reached 
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LRRP teams penetrated deep into 
the Vietnamese jungle, “snoopin’ 


2:39 


and poopin’ ” and setting ambushes. 
Photo: Department of Defense 


back for his CAR-15 and nudged the 
ATL (Assistant Team Leader) who in 
turn quickly readied the rest of the 
team. 

“What the hell’s going on?” the ATL 
asked in a hushed voice while staring 
into the green and brown jungle wall. 

“The new guy heard something,” 
Renfro said. “Get on the radio just in 
case,”’ Turning to the frightened guard 
he asked, “Where was it?” 

“There!” the new troop whispered 
urgently, pointing his M16 in the 
general direction of the jungle while 
clicking the selector switch from safe to 
auto. “I dunno ... maybe 10, 20 
yards...” 

The team leader nodded and turned 
toward his ATL. “Tell Mac to open up 
with the AK first, got it?”’ he said softly. 

The ATL nodded and passed the 
message to the rear scout. The team 
lay tense and still, trying to pierce the 
hostile jungle for enemy movement. 

“FUCK YOU!” the unseen voice 
screeched, this time danger-close. 

“There it is again!’’ yelled the new 
guy in shaken glee, security forgotten 
as he readied his rifle for a possible 
ground assault. ‘Maybe it’s a gook 
trying to locate our position!”’ 

The rest of the team greeted his rev- 
elation with incredulous silence. 

“Yeah, a trick of some kind,’’ 
reasoned the new guy to the veterans. 

“Ts that what you heard?’ Renfro 


Continued on page 127 


tri-foil design tapering toa 
i must! $148.00 


SWORD - 
UMBRELLA? 2 2° 


known to be popular with agents of fact and fic- 
tion. Rattan handle, large black umbrella and 20" /; 
sword in shaft. Length 36". f 


Protect Your Valuables 
WITH OUR 


ile BOOK 


One of the $ 
slickest places to 1 9 
secrete money has always been in a book. Think of how many 
books a thief would have to look through: And now you can 
hide targer things . . . like a gun, or a box of jewelry . . . many 
things. And you can carry your hidden object with you in one of 
these “Hiding Books’. Full size book, random titles used, 
handmade, and veivet fined in red. Brand new books. With 
cover close you can't tell from any other book. The space 
inside is 5 x B iriches. This Is a top quality item. 

$19.00 POSTPAID 


BRITISH OFFICER'S SWAGGER STICKS 
Hand Stitched Leather Covered Swagger 
24” long. black or brown leather, $24.50 

Malacca seagie PRODUCT OF 


24” long, $12. BRITAIN 
Blackthorn Swagger So £1 
24” long. $12 50 la 


PARALYZER TEAR GAS 


Sold at wholesale prices cise 
quantities last! 

Police Model shoots 
a stream of tear gas 
18 feet. Fires 70, 
one-second blasts. 
List price $8.95 Sale 
price only $6.50 
each, or 6 for $30 
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ORDER FROM THE DUTCHMAN TOLL FREE 1-800-821-5157 


La Sentinelle 
SPRING LOADED 


STEEL 
WHIP 


Compact Security 


6” closed... 
ZAP! 15” coiled 
STEEL protection. 


Our Price 


$19.50 postpaid, 
and that includes a FREE 
leather holster. Made 
in France. Handsome black. 


PU 


AUTHENTIC HAT 


T™ & * 1984 Lucastin’Lid Atl Rights Reserved 


John & Stetson Authonzed User 


Be " Pl 


We have the authentic INDIANA JONES ~ hat 
Now the adventure can be yours! 


Small 6%-64% Large: 714-734 
Medium: 7-74 X-Large: 742-754 


$22.50 


POSTPAID 


$12.50 


FAMOUS 
BLUE STREAK® 
RESCUE LIGHT 


§3,000 Candlepower from only six standard flashlight 
batteries! Thousands sold to police, fire departments, 
SWAT teams, rescue squads, hunters and out- 
doorsmen. Its tremendous piercing beam on land cuts 
through fog and smoke. Made to take the most rugged 
abuse. Smooth Blue Streak polypropylene finish is al- 
most impossible to break. Previously sold for $16.95. 
Dutchman buying power lowers the price to $12.50 for 
one, $22.00 for two ($11.00 each), $40.00 for four 
($10.00 each) and $54.00 for six ($9.00 each). 


NEW! COMES COMPLETE WITH KRYPTON BULB 


FOR OVER 100,000 CANDLEPOWER. EXTRA J 


BULBS ARE ONLY $4.95 


AaNiig: 
Double lock thumbcuff— 
2 keys. Nickel plated steel. “ 
Vinyl carrying case. 
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DISTANT SOUND DETECTOR 


MULTIPLIES SOUND 5000 TIMES 


The VanSleek FARFOON 


Receptivity plus convenient size. 
The VanSleek Farfoon combines 
the parabolic dish Sound Mirror 
of the Double Farfoon with the 
handy size of the smaller Hunters 
Ear. The result is a superior direc- 
tional receptor without the 
widespread large dish receptors 
which in many applications are 
cumbersome to use and trans- 
port. The VanSleek Farfoon uses 
the same type retrograde sound 
as the Double Farfoon. Take 
VanSleek into tight places. Enjoy 
the mirrored sound gathering not 
possible with direct receiver pro- 
ducts. 

The VanSleek FARFOON is the 
most sophisticated yet devel- 
oped of the sound devices. 


Our price $68 and that includes ship- 
ping. Optional booster $39. Our Bionic 
Ear also comes with a built-in tape jack 


AUTHENTIC 


NOVA XR5000  ¢¢3 


50,000 VOLTS! 


FREE Leather Holster 


STUN GUN will instantly 
“scramble” an attacker’s . 
nervous system causing 
immediate — (temporary) 
paralysis! By simply touch- 
ing your attacker anywhere 
he will drop helpless even 
through many layers of clo- 
thing. But not lethal. 


BIONIC EAR $68 


(Special Combo price — Bionic ear with booster $98.00 postpaid.) 


FOON 


$1 


postpaid 


48 


THE VanSteek 


| th FARFOON itty 


Hears A Whisper 


Farther than TWO Football Fields 


NEW! 


“SOUND CUT-OUT” CIRCUIT 


Booster * 


Because your safety may someday 
depend upon the current available 
from the battery that powers this unit, 
Nova Technologies, Inc. strongly 

directs that you equip your XR5000 
with a rechargeable 9-volt Nickel- 
Cadmium battery. Rechargeable set 
includes single charger, module and 
one 9-volt batiery. 


Charger & battery $16 


ery, 
. ) 
echargeable 66 

fo) 


r 
battery set 


Recnergeabie up 10 1000 trey A 


“This is the authentic AMERICAN 
MADE Nova XR5000. Beware of im- 
mitations now on the market. Every 
Nova XR5000 we ship contains war- 
ranty and instructions trom Nova 
Technologies, Austin, Texas, your 
assurance this is the genuine article. 


ORDER THE XR-5000 WITH HOLSTER, CHARGER, & BATTERY $79 


MC/VISA COD Customers 


\o st THE DUTCHMAN PAYS 
” ALL SHIPPING & INSURANCE 


CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-821-5157 


The Dutchman 


Dept. 186 
9071 Metcalf Suite 158 
Overland Park, KS 66212 
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ARMOR INFANTRY VETS. Sign up for the adventure 
of a lifetime with 


Special Veterans 
eee 


1s ae ELI | 
ARMOR INFANTRY 
Te rout ‘ 86! 


Special Veterans Excursions, in cooperation 
with the Israeli Veterans Association, is pleased 
to announce the first in a series of new, 
action-oriented military tours. Special Veterans 
Excursions has specifically designed these tours 
for maximum excitement and to take the 
military vet where no civilian has gone before. 
Special Veterans Excursions offers the military 
veteran adventure — not travel! 


®@ Relive the Battle for Jerusalem with 
General Uzi Narkis 


@ Tour the Lebanese and Syrian 
Frontier and armor battle sites 


e Participate in hand-to-hand combat 
training at the Orde Wingate 
Institute 


@ Ride in a Command Car tour of the 
Dead Sea desert and visit Masada, 
ancient battle sites, Bedouin 
villages, Bethlehem on Easter 

Sunday and much more! 


The Israeli Armor/Infantry Veterans tour is 
scheduled for March ’86. The 10-day de- 
luxe package, including air and ground 
transportation, all accommodations, and 
most meals is priced at an unbelievably 
low $1,759. For more information, includ- 
I, ing a complete day-by-day itinerary, send 
a stamped, self-addressed envelope to: 
Special Veterans Excursions 
606 West Barry St., Suite 181-SOF 
Chicago, IL 60657 
| | Requests for information must be received by December 31, 
| 1983. Registration deposits due by January 31, 1986. 


Your application is conditional upon a security clearance to be conducted by the Israel! government. 


LEARN AT HOME IN SPARE TIME TELL YOU 


ae 
MAKE MONEY! HAVE FUN ‘PLIGHT GUN “PROs UIDE YOU EVERY 
TOO! Start Right Now! No TOF FE po, HOW TO Do cal THE WAY. 
; ; ; WHAT TO ’ ST 
Previous Experience Necessary. ee You’ll see how to take apart and repair almost every 


ae Ge a a en well-known rifle, shotgun, pistol and automatic. We 
4 take the mystery out of ballistics. Show you how to 
. | 2c... smooth up actions, fit and repair stocks, rechoke 
rou Shotguns, customize handguns. Includes 
. ‘q ge 


bedding techniques, stock inletting, fitting 
drop and pitch. Learn what the experts know 

As a “Gun Pro” trainee at North American 

WE SHOW YOU HOW TO APPLY FOR A FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE 


_ about reloading. Special section on black 
powder guns. How to buy and self new and 
used guns for profits. 

If you qualify otherwise, you may This means you can begin making ex- 
obtain a Federal License to buy and tra cash almost immediately — order- 
sell guns, ammunition and accessories ing guns for others on a cost-plus 
without inventory... while you are basis. It also helps you get started to- 
still a student at North American. ward a business of your own... if that 
is what you want after you graduate. 


GUNS ARE BIG BUSINESS. Gun repair, custom ammo-making, 
sporterizing, custom stocking, sales—all are profit oppor- 
tunities for the expert. Now, at home in spare time, you 

can learn the basics you need to become that expert. We 

do not know how many of our graduates have started their 
own gun shops, but we have letters on file from some 
who have. And we'll send you the results of a survey 
showing employment success of our graduates. 
Graduation from this course does not insure that 


+ 


dozens of i mae you 3 
mot ghroveh ghis exciting 
pro 


I Everything Explained in 
y 
| Easy-to-Understand Language 
so Even a Beginner Can Follow 


Explanations include photos, diagrams, 

drawings and charts. We send you all the — 

tools you need so you actually learn by doing 
{} as you follow the lessons. You receive catalogs, 
iW bargain bulletins, requirements for Federal 


Because you study at home, you can graduate in months 

ith’ aS ‘i .--or take up to two years. Your handsome Diploma will 

is GH CHEEReSOIGS hopes proclaim you as a “GUN PRO” when you proudly display 
' . 


FIRST FOLD HERE ~@§ plus much, much more. cess tin your own shop oF at Work. @ FIRST FOLD HERE 


Ip 
I, NO POSTAGE NECESSARY when you 4 | 
i¢ mail this ENTIRE Postage-Paid ad | | | | | | | | | | | 


oO . . 
ag eee eons you will get a job. To find out how our graduates 
1* have done, send for our job placement record. 
ud SPECIAL You get it all! How to buy and sell guns. . . customize, 
ce repair and accurize them ... fit and finish stocks... do 
= : _~ - be ! TOOLS AND hand-loading ... zero-in aghaa Gi Sar A eae 
= a, nels t ti rms... a wder 
ii a yy =| i: EQUIPMENT INCLUDED ae weapons.. apni eines edjitat shel. ‘ andinnte, 

a 


You get precision gauges, fine 


[= To Mail—Fold ad in following manner: 
1. Remove entire page— tear 3. Fold page again, on 


IN THE 
UNITED STATES 


or cut on dotted line to left 2nd fold lines 


NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 


2. Fold page in half on 4. Tape or glue the 3 open 
1st fold lines sides and drop in the 
mail box today. 


SECOND FOLD HER 


GUN REPAIR, BALLISTICS, SHOOTING 
SKILLS, REVEALED TO YOU BY EXPERTS 


Gives you a good start toward going into your 


> 


Rhone Noy (<<) 


| North American Schoo! of Firearms, Dept. RSOCS 
925 Oak Street, Scranton, PA 18508-9989 
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Pownce SHOOTING 
COMFORT 

Have you fired a friend’s big-bore 
shotgun or rifle only to find that it 
kicks like a mule? It doesn’t have a 
recoil pad, you say? Well, there are 
alternatives. Some people stick one 
of those instant recoil pads on the 
buttstock, but the trouble with those 
is that they only work on one or two 
guns. You would need a closetful to 
accommodate all possible buttstock 
configurations. 

Action Products, Inc., thinks they 
have the answer. It’s called the Kick 
Killer and it comes in the form of a 
rectangular piece of shock-absorbing 
material called Akton which is 
capable of dampening the blow from 
even the heaviest-caliber firearm. 
And at only four inches by eight 
inches and less than ¥%2-inch thick, 
you won’t even notice it’s there. 

Here’s how it works. Sew a piece 
of Velcro (included) onto the inside 
of your favorite shooting jacket. 
Then simply attach the Kick Killer to 
the Velcro. It just sits there and 
absorbs the bruises from that 
elephant gun you’ve been afraid to 

out. 

The Kick Killer comes in three 
thicknesses for different kinds of 
shooting and at $12.95 it’s cheaper 
— and better — than a 
quick-change recoil pad. Available at 
most sporting goods stores, or write: 
Action Products, Inc., Dept. SOF, 22 
N. Mulberry St., Hagerstown, MD 
21740. 
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Braces DIPLOMACY 

Professionals whose work requires 
travel frequently live out of 
briefcases. The guys at Special 
Weapons Products have come up 
with a model that every adventurer 
should own. The Executive 
Protection Case has made the grade 
with SOF staffers from the jungles of 
Nicaragua to the sandy pine woods 
around Fort Bragg. Its most 
interesting feature is a hidden gun 
pocket equipped with an adjustable 
holster (of course, check and 
observe all applicable laws covering 
concealed weapons). The gun 
pocket — which has hook and pile 
closure for quick, easy access — will 
hold anything from small pistols up 
to and including an UZI or similar 
short-barreled SMG. Available 
options include a Level 2-plus armor 
panel. 

But there’s a lot to recommend 
this briefcase, even if you’re just a 
mild-mannered reporter. The case 
has eight interior pockets cut to fit 
for file folders, tape cassettes, 


Sie 


business cards and other sundry 
items. Quick-release snaps keep file 
holders secure, while foam panels in 
sides and bottom protect contents. 
Exterior side pockets provide 
additional space for file folders, etc. 
D-rings are attached to each end for 
an optional shoulder strap. The case 
is made of Dupont’s Cordura nylon, 
which is lightweight, durable, 
abrasion resistant and impervious to 
rot or mildew. Last — but not least 
— the Special Weapons logo tag is 
discreetly located inside the case, not 
on the outside, as is the case with 
some of their other products. 

The briefcase sells for $59.95, the 
carrying strap for $6.95 and the 
armor panel for $84.95. Further 
information or a catalog of other 
Special Weapons products may be 
obtained by writing: Special 
Weapons Products, 8740 Flower 
Rd., Dept. SOF, Rancho 
Cucamonga, CA 91730. Special 
Weapons toll-free numbers are 
(outside California) 1-800-262-2220 
or {inside California) 
1-800-341-3330. & 
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Lo L Basten Cs. 


Competition & Combat Accessories 


Ruger Mini — 14 


stol Grip Stock 
$45.00 


fall , Ventilated Hand Guard $8.00 
Mini-14 Folding Stock $67.95 


WASP SYSTEM scope mounts shown above are all steel with 


fully adjustable rear aperature sight. No alterations reguired, 
1252 — WASP Systems scope mount, blue w/Weaver Base . $49.95 
B5098R14 — For Beeman SS-1 or SS-2 Scopes 


a, ] sews “HOHREIN”  %75 


.22 Caliber Conversion Kit ~: 
For the Ruger Mini-14 Series 


MINI-14 ACCESSORIES 


Matching Ventilated Handguard 

Cage Flash Suppressor W/Winged Front Sight, Blue 
Same as above in Stainless Steel 

M-14 Style Flash Suppressor W/Sight, Blue 
Same as above in Nitex Finish 

WASP Scope Mt. W/Rear Aperture, Blue 
All Steel “Wooley Bugar” Bipod 

Brass catcher, 180, 181, 182, 183 

Brass Catcher. Ranch Model 

20rd Fed. Ord., Blue Magazine 

20rd Fed. Ord., Nickel Magazine 

20rd Ruger Magazine 

30rd Ruger Magazine 

30rd Fed. Ord., Blue Magazine 

30rd Fed. Ord., Nicke! Magazine 

40rd Fed. Ord., Blue Magazine 

40rd Fed. Ord., Nickel Magazine 


$45.00 
FLASH SUPPRESSOR...... aes 
CHOATE PLASTIC HANDGUARD.. 8.00 
RAMLINE 30RD. MAG.(BLACK)..9.95 
RAMLINE 30RD. MAG.{CLEAR).10.95 
EXTENDED MAGAZINE RELEASE. .4.95 
5ORD. MITCHELL DRUM 29095 


SEND $1 
FOR CATALOG 


2101 N. COLLEGE 
(501) 863-5659 


SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED 


LL Basten Cs. 


C.0.D. ORDERS ACCEPTED 
CALL TOLL FREE 
1-800-643-1564 


P.O. BOX 1995 
EL DORADO, AR 71730 
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ARMSON O.E.G.™ 


Binocular Combat Gunsight 


The Occluded Eye Gunsight (0.E G.) is simple to use and effective day or 
night. During daylight the average shooter can raise the rifle. aim and fire 
within two seconds. At night it's just as fast. but unlike iron sights at night, 
the 0.E.G, is deadly accurate. 

To use the 0.£.G. the shooter, upon seeing a target, raises the rifle to the 
firing position, keeping both eyes focused on the target. A red dot will appear 
in sharp focus in the target area. (The dot will appear in sharp tocus because 
the gun sight simulates perceived distance.) The shooter merely moves the 
weapon to place the dot on the target and fires to obtain a hit day or night. 

The Armson 0.E.G. has continuous illumination for ten years at which the 
juminous cells can be replaced. The 0.€.G. is 5’ inches long and weighs 
between 4% and 5% ounces, depending on the type mount used 

An instruction and combat training manual is included with each gun sight 
Both eyes are used at the same time, binocular vision required. 

#45 OEG Standard Model has 1“ tube to fit 1” rings 


and is 5.35” long. $129.95 


#1.22 D/N inciudes dovetail mount to fit .22’s and airguns. Has 16mm eyepiece 
lens instead of 24mm) and is 3.75 inches long 99.95 


#3 AR-15 Includes;seethrough mount. Fastens to Colt AR 15 or M16 with 
one nut 7 = 


#2 Mini-14 Ruger Mini 14 allows use of original iron sights. 


#2 H & K Includes see-through claw type mount activated by socket head 
screws, fits models 91. 93, 94, G-3, MP-5, etc. 


#1 UZI 9mm model A, B. or full auto SMG. This see-through model will clamp 
to bolt cover and does not interfere with the operation of 
cocking handle 


#1REM. Models 1100 and 870, 12 gauge shotguns, Needs four holes dnilied 


and tapped in the thicker part of the receiver away from the center 
groove 


Folding Stock $67.95 


Pistol Grip Stock 


a 
~ 


a 


7106 30RD. ALL STEEL MAG.W/ADAPTER.20.00 
7106A EXTRA 30RD. ALL STEEL MAG. ...12.95 
11202 CLAMP ON BIPOD 

11203C CAMO CASE FOR BIPOD 

11203B BLACK CASE FOR BIPOD 

11201 BMF ACTIVATOR 


ivi 


IN CANADA CONTACT 
MIL ARM CO. LTD. 
10969 101ST. STREET 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA T5H259 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 25 


eee -WING schemers have always 
believed that man is basically good. 
Only his environment needs minor 
adjustment to turn a flawed world into 
utopia. Take away a man’s gun, and 
he won’t kill. Take away his machine 
gun and he won’t invent criminal or- 
ganizations or make war. Simple, 
right? 

Wrong. Most of the world’s great 
religions teach that there is a seed of 
violence within the human soul. His- 
tory backs that up. Take away the gun 
and man will kill with poison gas, the 
jawbone of an ass, a samurai sword or 
pinking shears. 

For 52 years these utopians have 
hounded owners of Title II firearms — 
those weapons controlled by the 
National Firearms Act (NFA) of 1934. 
NFA firearms owners are certified and 
approved by local law enforcement 
agencies, fingerprinted, photographed 
and investigated by the FBI. If he pass- 
es all the tests the successful applicant 
is also subject to a $200 transfer tax. 
These restrictions were reinforced, ex- 
tended and tightened by the Gun Con- 
trol Act of 1968. Despite such suspi- 
cion and restriction, I know of no 
crimes committed with registered NFA 
weapons in half a century. 

In a personal communication, Phil- 
lip C. McGuire, Associate Director 
(Law Enforcement) of the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, 
stated, ‘‘Part of the ATF’s Law En- 
forcement mission is, of course, the 
implementation of the Gun Control 
Act of 1968. The Gun Control Act pro- 
vides avenues through which persons 
not prohibited from possessing 
firearms may legally register and own 
machine guns and _ silencers. 
Thousands of United States residents 
now own and legally possess reg- 
istered weapons. The vast majority of 
these persons cause no problems for 
law enforcement,” 

It would be unfortunate if Title II 
firearms owners were a high crime 
group, since this select society includes 
a former Secretary of the Treasury, 
and several state governors and U.S. 
senators. 

McGuire continues, saying, “‘Obvi- 
ously, not all possessors of NFA 
weapons do so legally. In 1983, ATF 
conducted criminal investigations that 
resulted in the seizures of the following 
quantities of unregistered weapons: 


Machinerouns:..........cememe 120 
Machine-gun conversions. ....... 90 
Silencersemaen. 4. elms «duit stem 657 
Sawed-off shotguns/rifles....... 184 
[tan eh igaeb oo oo Og eee 99 
Other NFA weapons............ 27 


Additionally, 1,973 handguns were 
seized from prohibited persons (felons, 
illegal aliens, fugitives from justice, 
narcotic addicts, adjudicated mental 
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by Peter G. Kokalis 


Gunners Under hs Ts Again 


World War I British soldiers return 
to HQ after confiscating German 
racketeer’s weapon. Photo: Imperial 
War Museum 


defectives) and illegal firearms traffick- 
ers.” 

The penalty for illegal possession of 
an NFA weapon is clear: a $10,000 
fine and 10 years in the palace of jus- 
tice. Furthermore, criminals rarely 
obtain machine guns from low-profile, 
closely guarded private collections. 
They steal M1l6s and M60s from 
National Guard and Army Reserve 
armories. Needless to say, your tripod- 
mounted World War I Maxim machine 
gun holds no interest for them. 

Yet, notorious anti-gun congress- 
men Peter W. Rodino Jr. (D-NJ), 
Chairman of the House Judiciary 
Committee (and Ted Kennedy's anti- 
gun counterpart in the House of Rep- 
resentatives), and William J. Hughes 
(D-NJ), Chairman of the Crime Sub- 
committee, have recently introduced 
H.R.3155, hysterically labeled the 
“Racketeer Weapons and Violent 
Crime Control Act.” This bill would 
prohibit the possession or transfer of 
machine guns and sound suppressors. 
A grandfather clause would permit the 
current owner to retain the weapon 
until his death. His estate would then 
be forced to sell the weapon to the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

Let’s take a closer look at what this 
would cost the taxpayers. Current 
BATF figures list the following Title II 
items on the NFA registry books: 


Machine guns............. 114,332 
Sound suppressors ......... 14,613 
Short-barreled shotquns..... 21,628 
Short-barreled rifles......... 11,453 
Destructive devices......... 18,544 


Any other weapon 
(Marble Game Getters, etc.) . . 31,952 
Unknown category .......... 1,745 
Total: 214,267 
It would cost several hundreds of 


millions of dollars for the federal gov- 
ernment to acquire these firearms for 
anywhere close to their real market 
value. And for what? The BATF 
already knows exactly where they are 
and who has them. If there is a prob- 
lem with Title II firearms, it lies with the 
estimated more than 500,000 “unpa- 
pered” machine guns that retumed in 
duffle bags from WWII, Korea and 
Vietnam or were illegally converted 
from semiautomatic firearms such as 
the AR-15 and MAC pistol. And we 
already have laws enough to take care 
of such foolishness. More vigorous en- 
forcement by the BATF is all that is 
required. 

Surely H.R.3155’s sponsors know 
all this. What then is their motive? 
Their goal is a victory, however small, 
for anti-gun forces. Without doubt they 
feel the owners of registered Title Il 
firearms are too few to mount a suc- 
cessful counterattack. Rodino and 
Hughes have, in fact, disquised 
H.R.3155 in a mask of respectability. 
Amongits other features, the bill allows 
gun show sales by dealers, raises the 
FFL yearly fee to $200, eliminates 
ammunition record-keeping (except 
for sales of 1,000 rounds or more), 
imposes a 15-day waiting period on 
handgun purchases and broadens 
BATF discretion in issuing FFLs. 

But I don’t own a machine gun or 
sound suppressor, you say. How can 
this affect me? If H.R.3155 passes we 
are but one small auto safety sear away 
from their next goal — a complete ban 
on all semiautomatic military-type 
firearms. Efforts to this end com- 
menced several months ago when 
Robert Torricelli introduced legislation 
that would make it a crime to possess a 
“readily convertible” firearm. That’s a 
pretty transparent cover-up of their real 
feelings because any semiautomatic 
firearm on the face of the earth can be 
converted to full-auto fire in minutes — 
from a Colt M1911A1 pistol to a Rem- 
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ington Model 1100 shotgun. Hiram 
Maxim began development of the 
machine gun by converting lever- 
action Winchesters. If you can converta 
lever-action to self-loader, break-open 
single-shots may be the only weapons 
safe from this restrictive lunacy. 

So, why are automatic weapons 
being singled out? In his introductory 
comments in the Congressional Rec- 
ord, Congressman Hughes says 
“Machine guns and silencers do not 
have a sporting purpose.” 

My dictionary defines “‘sport’”’ as, 
“An active pastime: RECREATION.” ~ 
My sons and friends and I have spent 
many a weekend shooting at static and 
moving targets with legal, registered 
automatic weapons. That is every bit 
as much a “‘sporting”’ activity as hunt- 
ing elk or pheasant, blasting clay pi- 


geons, participating in a Civil War his- . re ww wy re Fe 

torical re-enactment skirmish, or drill- ' 

ing metal gongs in an IPSC match. U.S. ARMY SNIPER TEAM WEAPON:XM-21 

Liberal demagogues like Hughes and “ONE SHOT-ONE KILL” was the reputation gained by the U.S. Army snipers 

Rodino will never accept that their in be lb using an acne ee ge Pee ae nee be ima Sey 

: ; on. xc inting i 

rights end where your nose begins. CRACE co-author of FWeing of Wicinnins The first 250 prints are a LIMITED 
Hughes goes on to state that EDITION, 24"x17\2'', signed and numbered on heavy stock,museum quality 

H.R.3155 “prohibits the transfer and paper.Also available in open edition, on poster paper and suitable for framing. 

possession of silencers used in assas- pO eS Se 

sinations and contract murders.” OPEN EDITION, printed on poster stock, unframed | Mail to: DELTAPRESS 

Sound suppressors were developed Order No. CP-14 (shipped in mail tube) ... $9.95 pp; PO BOX 315 Dept S 

after the turn of the century by Hiram LIMITED EDITION, signed and numbered by artist |EL DORADO, AR 71730 

P. Maxim, and others, to eliminate | JO'der No. CP-14LE .. (museum stock)... . $49.95pp ! ci), 501-862-4772 


backyard pests and for indoor target (80 pg catolog $1.00, free with order) dealers welcome | Visa, Mastercard Welcome 
practice. They are still sold in sporting 
goods stores throughout Europe, from 
Great Britain to Switzerland, for that 


very purpose. The “narcoteronsts” | | F~XPERIENCE [HE FORREST FLAMES 
that populate Hughes’ fantasies do not 

employ sound suppressors registered 986 PIN-UP CALEN DAR 

on NFA books. 

Hysteria, again, is only one of two 
excuses for such glittering generaliza- 
tions, such perversion of evidence and 
such deliberate misconstruction of fact. 
The other reason for such an assault is 
the orchestrated prosecution of a cam- 
paign against our second amendment 
rights. Some think there’s little we can 


do, but that’s wrong. . Forrest, pioneers in , Printed in hot color. 
As automatic arms collectors, we’re life support technology Includes details on the 

nearly helpless. As members of the since 1968, offers their latest in escape, rescue 

National Rifle Association and as First Collector's Edition and personal safety 


members of legislators’ constituencies, Pin-Up Calendar with me 
we are a ee oe of the social sizzling beauties that 

engineers. You can help protect your you'll love all year long. 

rights as a gun owner by joining the 


NRA and by writing your elected rep- 
resentatives. Order Now! Supply is limited! Call today at 303/433-3372 to reserve your Forrest 


Address membership inquiries to the Flames Calendar or send check or money order for $5.00, plus $1.00 for postage and 
National Rifle Association, Dept. SOF, handling, to FORREST SAFETY PRODUCTS, Dept. 5, 1150 Speer Boulevard, Denver, 
1600 Rhode Island Ave. NW, Washing- CO 80204. We accept Mastercard, VISA and American Express. 


ton, D.C. 20036. Write your congress- FORREST SAFETY PRODUCTS, Dept. S, 1150 Speer Boulevard, Denver, CO 80204 

man by name: U.S. Rep. (Name), U.S. YES! Rush me_____ Calendar(s) only $5.00 each plus $1.00 for postage and handling. 
Capitol, Washington, D.C. 20515. Mail I am enclosing $________ in check or money order. 

to senators should be sent to: U.S. Sen. Please charge my LC Mastercard 01 VISA LD American Express 

(Name), U.S. Capitol, Washington, Sa Ss SS SEs eee Expiration Date! | LJ! 
D.C. 20510. You can dial U.S. legisla- Name 
tors’ offices directly through the Capitol Address 


switchboard: (202) 224-3121. Give’em City _______H_H_H_ State _____ Zip _____ Ph * 


hell. 3% 
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December SOF carried a promotional 
article for a new combat pistol training reg- 
imen: the Quell System. At the time we 
were laying out the article, SOF staff were 
given their first working exposure to Paris 
Theodore’s unorthodox approach in a semi- 
nar and demonstration at the SOF Conven- 
tion in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

We felt obligated to deliver Theodore’s 
message to our readers. And we felt that it 
was important to show what experimenta- 
tion is taking place in this vital area of the 
application of weapons and men to combat 
situations. But the Quell System is certainly 
not part of SOF’s editorial policy. 

Readers trust Soldier of Fortune’s critical 
judgement on weapons and weapons train- 
ing. Yet, readers should understand that we 
do allow a forum for the exchange of ideas. 
Robert Jones and Paris Theodore were 
allowed fair representation in the magazine. 
But that doesn’t mean we embrace their 
system. And it doesn’t mean we won't 
allow comment from the other side. 

Andy Langley is well-known to SOF 
readers. He’s been a competitive shooter on 
three continents, a professional soldier in 
three wars and an internationally touted 
contract security and weapons trainer. SOF 
publisher Robert K. Brown asked Langley 
to give our audience his perspective on the 
Quell System. 

— The Editors 


T the end of an alley, at two in the 
morning, every cop knows there are 
three rules of combat shooting. Shoot at the 
center of mass, shoot straight and shoot fast. 
You want a fast, accurate shot that stops the 
threatening situation. There are a limited 
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An Unnatural Act? 


number of ways to train for those goals. The 
Quell System isn’t one of those ways. 

The Quell Stance is a good stance for 
certain shooters. I have no quarrel with it. 
But those who’ve spent some years in the 
training game will recognize it for what it is: 
the Weaver stance adjusted for a right- 
handed shooter with a left master eye. I 
know some great competitive and combat 
shooters who have this peculiarity, and their 
Weaver stances are a lot like the Quell 
Stance. The Quell Stance, like the modified 
Weaver, will probably work well for shoot- 
ers with master eyes opposite their shooting 
hands. But it’s not revolutionary. 

My real problem is with the Quell Zone: 
the kidneys, spine and medulla oblongata. 
This zone is a target which supposedly 
translates into instant incapacitation. Unfor- 
tunately, there are several problems with it. 

For one thing, I’ve been in as many 
punch-ups as anyone I know. And I’ve been 
shot at and hit. From the men I’ve shot, and 
from my own wounds, I’ve learned two 
things: 1 — If you don’t take somebody’s 


by Andy Langley 


Some systems are easy to teach, some 
systems are hard to teach. This photo shows 
FBI Academy trainees in a progression of 
stances from full-front one-hand crouch to 
isosceles and Weaver stance. Photo: FBI 


head off, it’s possible he’ll come up shoot- 
ing at you, and 2 — any bullet wound on any 
part of the body can stop the fight. 

Most men in most circumstances will fall 
over if hit in the Quell Zone. I’m sure that’s 
true. Many people will fall over no matter 
where they’re hit. But the Quell Zone is 
going to be hard to hit with pistol ammo, 
and it misses one of the biggest, best and 
most obvious instant-incapacitation targets: 
the brain. 

If the object of the Quel] System is im- 
mediate incapacitation, what happened to 
the head shot? Hitting these branches of the 
nervous system targeted by Quell will prob- 
ably drop your opponent, but they are all 
dependent on the brain. The best way to 
interdict nervous function is to take out that 
command center. Also, the brain is some- 
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thing you can easily hit with pistol ammo. 
And hitting any part of it will do the job. 
Conversely , the medulla oblongata is first, a 
small target, second, it’s at the back of the 
body and third, it’s got several times the 
bony protection of the brain. 

Short, rounded, light projectiles traveling 
at fairly low speeds don’t penetrate very far 
in a body. And a handgun bullet fired 
through the ribcage isn’t likely to hit the 
spine, even if it entered the body in a 
straight line with the backbone. The best 
way to hit the Quell Zone is to handcuff your 
enemy, make him kneel, and shoot him 
from behind. That’ll work every time. 

Theodore’s target system is basically 
good. It gives an interesting twist to the 
principle of reinforcement. And reinforce- 
ment is vital to any training system. But 
that’s nothing new. B.F. Skinner and ex- 
perience tell us that practice makes perfect, 
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Even the conservative FBI has finally 
abandoned the infamous Bureau Combat 
Crouch in favor of the Weaver stance, since 
it offers maximum unrestricted vision, 
address of widely spaced targets, good 
balance and speed. The Quell stance 
compromises all these qualities for an 
uncertain and unproven direct line to the 
central nervous system. Photo: FBI 


with positive reward. Repetition of the 
Quell System will make it work, such as it 
can. 

But no matter how many drill cycles, no 
matter how much positive reinforcement, 
some things are just easier than others. The- 
odore’s system is harder to learn because 
it’s less natural. For instance, in the Weaver 
stance, the strong arm lines up under the 
master eye like the sighting rib on a shot- 
gun. Body and nervous system work 


together to apply quick, accurate fire. 
That’s a system. 

Theodore’s technique tries to push the 
shooter’s body, mind and reflexes into a box 
built on an entirely theoretical model. It’s 
hard to learn because the nature of the shoot- 
er’s body isn’t considered. 

Theodore’s system also fails to consider 
the mechanics of targeting. Center-of-mass 
shooting is a direct application of the way 
the eye works to a pistol’s sighting mechan- 
ics. Also, just try to hit the Quell Zone ona 
moving target in low light. If you do it’s an 
accident. 

But in targeting terms, there’s one thing 
worse than the unlikelihood of hitting the 
Quell Zone. The Quell Target tends to re- 
ward poor shot placement. Basically, Paris 
Theodore is teaching students to apply a 
vertical spray of fire to a hard-to-reach 
target area. The teaching problems Jones 
and Theodore admit to wouldn’t exist if the 
Quell Target gave a more natural target 
area. 

Still, these concessions and criticisms of 
Theodore’s system address only minor tech- 
nical inaccuracies in his argument. The 
Quell System’s real problems are in theoret- 
ical groundwork and tactical application. 

Tactically, the Quell shooter applies his 
system by drawing, establishing a rigid, 
sidelong Weaver stance, dsopping the head, 
rolling it laterally to contact the weapon- 
holding arm, and sighting with the left eye. 
Then he shoots. That stance is stable, recoil 
resistant and conducive to rapid recovery 
between shots. It also reduces peripheral 
vision by 50 percent, probably causes bal- 
ance problems, limits address of horizontal- 
ly and vertically spread targets, and it’s 
slow. 

By the time the Quell marksman twists 
himself into position, a real pro like Bill 
Rogers will have emptied a .45 into that 
contorted body. 

Paris Theodore’s gymnastic combat con- 
cept is loosely based on recent theorization 
about the physical division of the human 
brain. Such airy ideas are burning up 
academic philosophy departments and liter- 
ary critic’s circles. But the Marines haven’t 
bought it yet. 

Anyway, Theodore suggests that since 
the right side of the brain has been associ- 
ated with conceptual thought, using the 
right-brain-connected left eye will help con- 
quer panic. It’s too bad that right-brain con- 
quest of fear is nota conclusion of bicameral 
brain research. The big picture isn’t neces- 
sarily less frightening than the immediate 
situation. 

And finally, if tilting the head to limit 
sighting to the weak eye and to block most 
of the master eye’s field of vision would 
limit fear and enhance combat effective- 
hess, there would be a more logical method 
than the Quell System. If the Quell Sys- 
tem’s contortions worked, the greatest 
amount of fear could be controlled by com- 
pletely closing both eyes. 

Now try to fight in that position. ® 
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ZULU 


South Africa’s * 


Little Bighorn» 


_ by William H. Northacker 


OLDIERS’ lives have usually been con- 

sidered expendable to the demands of 
national interest. As it is now, this manpow- 
er economic system was in place in January 
1879 when a 17,000-man British force, 
pushing northward out of the east coast Na- 
tal colony in South Africa, encountered 
50,000 of the finest fighters in Africa — the 
Zulus. ‘ 

The reason for this drive north of the 
Tugela River boundary between Natal and 
Zululand was threefold. First, rapidly grow- 
ing Natal needed to expand its agricultural 
capacity and increase its pool of cheap na- 
tive labor. Next, border disputes between 
the Zulus and colonists in Natal and the 
Transvaal — although generally settled in 
favor of the Zulus by a British commission 
in July 1878 — still rankled both sides. But 
most importantly, the primary reason for the 
British expedition was to break the back of 
Zulu military power in the region, consid- 
ered by High Commissioner of Natal Sir 
Bartle Frere to be a threat to Natal, the 
Transvaal, and to all of South Africa. 

Led by King Cetyweyo, the Zulu nation 
comprised an area somewhat smaller than 
Ireland. Size of territory, however, in no 
way reflected upon the abilities of these 
fierce native warriors. Their army was or- 
ganized by company, regiment and corps, 
and each warrior was practiced continuous- 
ly in the arts of battle. They were superbly 
fit and savage in battle; Zulu warriors were 
required by ritual to disembowel enemies 
whether dead or alive thus allowing spirits 
to escape the body. 

Cetyweyo himself has been described as 
“*an able man, but for his cold, selfish pride, 
cruelty and untruthfulness worse than any of 
his predecessors.’’ Regardless, his ability 
as a military leader reflected the greatness of 
the Zulu empire. Reviving the tactics of his 
uncle Shaka, Cetyweyo refined the use of 
the ‘‘fighting bull buffalo’’ form of attack 
— soon to prove deadly against British 
forces. 

The buffalo’s horns are a left and right 
flanking envelopment. The buffalo’s head 
or main attack force accompanies the en- 
velopment with a frontal charge. Reserves 
form the loins of the buffalo and would be 
sent into battle by the senior military induna 
or commander. Once the envelopment was 
complete, thousands of Zulu warriors 
would attack with their iK/was (short stab- 
bing spears), clubs and cowhide shields. A 
few carried rifles into battle, but strength of 
numbers and pure ferocity were enough to 
overcome indigenous foes. 

Aligned against this formidable military 
machine were the British forces under Frere 
and military commander of Her Majesty’s 
forces, Lieutenant General Frederic Augus- 


Lieuteuants Coghill and Melvill, charged 
with saving the Queen’s Colour as 
Isandiwana camp fell, fight their way 
through walls of Zulu warriors. Both were 
later killed, but were awarded the Victoria 
Cross for their actions. Photo: South Wales 
Borderers Museum 
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tus Thesiger, Lord Chelmsford. The back- 
bone of this 17,000-man expeditionary 
force was the 2nd Warwickshire Regiment 
consisting of the Ist and 2nd Battalions 24th 
Foot. First Battalion had been blooded dur- 
ing four years of service in South Africa and 
many of its troops had over 10 years with the 
battalion. Second Battalion was new to 
South Africa but its troops had faith in their 
leaders, weapons and tactics — especially 
in the face of the heathen Zulus. An amal- 
gamation of other units — Royal Artillery 
and Rocket Battery, hospital detachment 
and staff elements — rounded out the regu- 
lar British troops. The remainder of the 
force consisted of European-colonial units 
and volunteers, but the preponderance of 
troops came from the Natal Native Contin- 
gent (NNC). 

NNC troops were not trusted by the regu- 
lars and were generally used to exploit Im- 
perial successes on the battlefield. Nine out 
of 10 were armed only with assegai (spear) 


Isandlwana battlefield as mapped by 
British Intelligence in 1881. Zulus swept in 
from the northeast driving British defenders 
to the base of Isandlwana. Their ‘‘horns”’ 
never completely encircled the camp, 
allowing native and colonial volunteers to 
escape to the southwest through the 
Isandlwana saddle. 


and shield; the one rifle issued came with 
only five rounds. Their standard of training 
was well less than regular forces, and there 
was little confidence in their loyalty to the 
Crown when put under pressure. 

Thus organized, Frere and Chelmsford 
moved their forces across the Tugela River 
at Rorke’s Drift into Zululand on Saturday, 
11 January 1879. 

Chelmsford knew Zulu tactics and real- 
ized his heavily laden forces would be no 
match for Zulu light infantry maneuverabil- 
ity on the open battlefield. Accordingly he 
split his forces into four columns — Num- 
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ber 1 Column under Colonel Evelyn Wood 
in the north, Number 2 Column under Colo- 
nel Anthony Durnford in reserve at Rorke’s 
Drift to prevent any Zulu incursion into 
Natal, centrally positioned Number 3 Col- 
umn under Colonel Glyn, and Number 4 
Column under command of Colonel Pear- 
son nearer the coast. The plan: find, fix, and 
then finish the Zulu army. 

Chelmsford himself moved with Glyn’s 
Number 3 Column consisting of 4,239 in- 
fantry, artillery, mounted infantry, support, 
and colonial volunteer troops, 2,400 of 
whom were native levy. 

For the next seven days the column slow- 
ly pushed its way into Zululand, searching 
for the main Zulu force, but only encounter- 
ing and defeating several small Zulu border- 
bandit factions. On 18 January Chelmsford 
received a report that three Zulu impis (reg- 
iments) had departed Cetyweyo’s royal 
kraal at Ulundi to attack the British. 

Chelmsford pushed on, and on 20 Janu- 
ary the column, with its 110 wagons each 
drawn by 16-17 oxen, plodded up the 
Bashee Valley to reach Isandlwana — a 
rocky, sparsely scrubbed, sphinx-shaped 
hill jutting out of the barren countryside. 

Chelmsford felt the terrain was defensi- 
ble as indeed it was. The 500-foot high 
Isandlwana, connected by a saddle to 
another rocky outcrop in the south, formed 
the backdrop for his defense. To the north, a 
spur leading from Isandlwana connected to 
the iNqutu Plateau, a relatively broad plain 
running east-west for several miles. To the 
front, or east, of his position, the sun-baked 
terrain spotted with dry river courses, don- 
gas, sloped gently downhill as did the 
ground on his southern flank. 

Troops were assigned tentage areas along 
the base of Isandlwana and camped on-line 
facing to the southeast. Five attached com- 
panies of the 1/24th were positioned on the 
right, or southern, flank; to their left, re- 
spectively, were the 1st Squadron Mounted 
Infantry, one company of the Natal 
Mounted Police, one company of mounted 
Natal Carabineers (volunteers), N Battery 
of the 5th Brigade, Royal Artillery, seven 
companies from the 2/24th, and two NNC 
units on the left, or northern, flank. Chelms- 
ford and his staff were tented below Isand- 
lwana in the saddle, about center rear of the 
defensive line, and the wagons, oxen and 
their voorloopers (wagon team guides) were 
scattered to the right rear of the 800-yard- 
long tent line. 

Considering Chelmsford’s knowledge of 
Zulu tactics, and especially in light of his 
orders prior to the offensive that all forces 
would /aager (a 360-degree defensive posi- 
tion) at night, his failure to do so at Isandlwa- 
na, even in the face of imminent attack, 


Zulu strategy followed that of the ‘‘fighting 
bull buffalo.’’ The two horns encircled the 
defenders while the head — the main attack 
force — moved in for the kill. These 
warriors pour off the iNqutu Plateau to 
form the right horn of the attack force. 
Photo: South Wales Borderers Museum 
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remains unexplained. This failure to provide 
complete barrier protection for the Isandlwana 
camp would have disastrous consequences. 

A very casual demeanor pervaded the 
troops throughout the next day. In fact, 
some officers spent their time hunting and 
prospecting miles from the camp, ignorant 
of the closeness of the advancing Zulu im- 
pis. It wasn’t until later in the afternoon, 
when intelligence was received indicating 
war parties were assembling in the hills to 
the northeast, that the camp began to react. 

Column commander Glyn believed that 
all the troops should remain in camp until the 
next moming when reconnaissance patrols 
could be sent out to ascertain the position of 
Zulu forces. Lord Chelmsford, eager to pur- 
sue his strategy of ‘‘find, fix, and finish,”’ 
overruled Glyn and dispatched two-thirds of 
the Natal Native Contingent, the Natal 
Mounted Police and the Carabineers, all 
under command of Major Dartnell, to find 
the Zulu force. After Dartnell’s departure, 
the camp settled back into its routine to await 
word on the Zulu disposition. 

King Cetyweyo had not been sitting idle 
while British forces maneuvered across his 
territory. He knew the invasion force was on 
its way and had summoned a field force of 
his own. The military kraal at Nodwengu 
swelled with Zulu warriors ceremoniously 
whipped into a frenzy typical of pre-battle 
ritual. Mock fighting, inter-impi competitive 
bragging and dancing, interspersed with 
witch doctor potions and blessings, brought 
the Zulus to the peak of battle readiness. 

On 17 January Cetyweyo issued his 
orders. Basic field tactics were left to the 
indunas but strategically the Zulus were to 
march slowly to avoid fatigue, attack in 
daylight, and avoid crossing into Natal. 
Although Cetyweyo was not convinced that 
battle with the British would be beneficial 
— he respected Queen Victoria and fancied 
her as a sort of ‘‘mother’’ image — he was 
fully prepared to defend the Zulu homeland. 

A last piece of advice Cetyweyo gave his 
troops, a tidbit which ultimately saved a few 
British lives, concerned target identifica- 
tion. British soldiers, the warriors were 


British private on the left and officer on the . 
right display field uniforms of the type worn 
by troops at Isandlwana. Photo: South 
Wales Borderers Museum 


told, could be distinguished from the non- 
combatants by their red coats. Of the few * 
surviving officers at Isandlwana, all wore 
blue patrol jackets. 

Following Cetyweyo’s instructions, the 
Zulu army moved out slowly, intending to 
attack on 21 January. Differences of com- 
mand opinion altered the date to 23 January; 
in either case, the warriors would have 
probably engaged the entire Number 3 Col- 
umn. As fate would have it, their force 
closed in on Isandl wana and was prepared to 
attack on 22 January — a time when 
Chelmsford had split his forces and sent 
Major Dartnell out on a reconnaissance in 
force to locate the Zulus. 

On the evening of the 21st Dartnell’s 
party, located about 10 miles east of Isand- 
Iwana, felt they had spotted the Zulu army. 
In actuality, Dartnell had spotted the 
mounted, rear-guard screening elements for 
the force. Chelmsford’s intelligence earlier 
in the day, positioning the Zulus in the 
northeast, was correct to the extent that a 
Zulu flanking element had been seen. The 
main force, camped in a ravine traversing 
north to south across the iNqutu Plateau, 
had not yet been located by British forces. 

The battle record of Isandlwana begins 
around 0100 on 22 January when Lord 
Chelmsford received word from Major 
Dartnell that Zulus were camped in force on 
the hills to his front. Dartnell stated his 
intention of commencing an attack at 0600 
and requested two rifle companies from the 
2/24th be attached for support. 

Chelmsford believed that the main Zulu 
force was located near Dartnell, and Dart- 
nell’s report was enough to encourage 
Chelmsford to mount a major offensive. 
Around 0200 he issued two orders which 
would have a decisive impact on the day’s 
events. He first sent an order to Brevet 
Colonel Anthony Durnford, Royal En- 
gineers, commander of Number 2 Column 
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stationed at Rorke’s Drift, ordering him to 
move his troops out ‘‘at once’’ to reinforce 
the camp at Isandlwana. Durnford’s troops 
consisted mainly of native troops com- 
manded by a few colonial European officers 
and NCOs. Chelmsford then gave a warning 
order to Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Henry 
Pulleine, commander of the 1/24th, to pre- 
pare his force for a road march to Dartnell’s 
forward position. After consideration, 
however, the 2/24th was chosen since their 
strength exceeded the other battalions’. 

Pulleine was left in charge of the Isand- 
lwana camp with orders from column com- 
mander Col. Glyn ‘‘to keep his men in 
camp, to act strictly on the defensive, draw 
in the Infantry and extend the Cavalry pick- 
ets.’’ Glyn was well aware of the vulner- 
ability of the Isandlwana camp in the face of 
a potential major Zulu offensive. His chief 
of staff confirmed with Pulleine that the 
orders were understood. They were. 

Chelmsford’s force moved out about 
0400 as dawn broke across Zululand. Six 
companies of the 2/24th, four artillery 
pieces, and Mounted Infantry were on their 
way to reinforce Dartnell in order to ‘‘fix 
and finish’’ the Zulu army. 

Pulleine was now left with an awesome 
burden. He had only recently taken com- 
mand of his battalion and he was now deep 
inside enemy terrority. His general was on 
his way to encounter a Zulu force of un- 
known size while Pulleine himself was left 
with only a remnant of Number 3 Column to 
protect the Isandlwana camp. Early waming 
pickets had been sent out around the camp, 
but there was little else he could do but wait. 

Around 0600 a colonial volunteer officer 
rode into camp and advised the senior staff 
that Zulus were appearing on the extreme 
left of the iNqutu Plateau in front of the 
NNC position on the camp’s left flank. Pul- 
leine sent another officer out to scout the 
situation; his return at 0700 coincided with 
the appearance of more Zulu troops on the 
middle of the plateau. 

As Pulleine and his staff watched, the gap 
between the two Zulu forces filled with 
more warriors. The camp commander 
wasted no time in organizing his troops. The 
bugler sounded ‘‘fall in’’ and ‘‘sound the 
column call,’’ officers mess orderlies were 
retumed to line units and band members 
dispatched to act as stretcher bearers, and 
the two rifle companies on picket duty were 
withdrawn from their forward positions to 
fall in. Having assembled the column, Pul- 
leine marched the force up to an area be- 
tween the 2/24th and NNC positions. 

Troops stood to in full battle equipment, 
each man armed with a .577/.45 Martini- 
Henry Mark I or Mark II rifle with 40-70 
rounds of ammunition. In conjunction with 
the British tactical practice of the ‘‘box’’ 
formation, the Martini-Henry with its 480- 
grain bullet was an excellent weapon prac- 
tical at 600-800 yard ranges in volley fire. 
Against a relatively unarmed Zulu force, the 
troops had every confidence that a bayonet 
attack — a hazard to troops because the rifle 
had no upper handguard and therefore 
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The last moments as an estimated 20,000 
Zulus swarmed 1,777 British defenders. 
According to a survivor’s account the last 
order given was ‘‘Fix bayonets, men, and 
die like English soldiers do.’’ Photo: South 
Wales Borderers Museum 


seriously burned hands after a few volleys 
— would not be required. 

Zulus were now appearing in large num- 
bers on the plateau. Pulleine dispatched 
another officer and a sergeant-major to 
obtain reports from the pickets near the 
NNC positions on the north side of the 
camp. Shortly thereafter, Col. Durmford ar- 
rived from Rorke’s Drift at about 0800 in 
advance of his Number 2 Column and the 
two senior officers conferred on the situa- 
tion. Apparently, Pulleine relinquished 
overall command to Dumford as the officer- 
scout sent out earlier was referred to Durn- 


ford by Pulleine to make his report — dis- 
turbing news that a force of 5,000 Zulus had 
circled around Isandlwana. 

To Durnford, having just arrived on the 
scene, these were no more than pockets of 
Zulus who needed chasing and insisted on 
moving out of the camp to attack them. 
Pulleine, under orders from his column 
commander to remain in place, disagreed 
but promised that he would provide Dum- 
ford with limited infantry support if the 
situation so required. Durnford sent 
mounted NNC troops up to the top of Isand- 
lwana as lookouts and then moved up to the 
NNC forward camp on the left flank to 
observe the situation for himself. 

In the meantime Pulleine composed and 
dispatched a note to Chelmsford reflecting 
the latest intelligence on the approaching 
Zulus. Sent at 0850 the message read: 
“Staff Officer: Report just came in that the 
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Zulus are advancing in force from the left 
front of camp.’’ The message was received 
by Chelmsford’s force at 0930 on 22 Janu- 
ary having been delivered by a messenger 
riding 10 miles in 35 minutes. 

Zulu forces continued to appear on top of 
the iNqutu Plateau but without making 
threatening moves toward the camp. On 
Durnford’s advice, Pulleine ordered the 
troops to stand down for a delayed breakfast 
although the soldiers were instructed to re- 
main in battle equipment. Soon, however, a 
mounted native force sent out by Durnford 
engaged the Zulus with rapid fire and the 
troops were again called to fall in. Lieuten- 
tant Charles Cavaye, commander of A 
Company, 1/24th Foot, was sent with his 
troops to occupy an outlying position on the 
iNqutu Plateau about 1,000 yards north of 
the camp’s left flank and nearly a mile from 
headquarters. Cavaye was now cut off from 
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quick communications with Pulleine, but 
more importantly, his line of ammunition 
resupply was stretched far too thin. 

Logistically the Isandlwana camp had 
sufficient ammunition to kill every Zulu 
warrior fieldable by Cetyweyo, a force of 
about 50,000. Between the two battalions of 
the 24th Foot, roughly 450,000 rounds 
packed in wooden ammunition boxes were 
available. However, the tops were screwed 
down by nine screws and doubly secured by 
two thick copper bands wrapped around top 
and bottom. There was a conspicious lack of 
screwdrivers and cutting tools in the camp 
which made emergency resupply nearly im- 
possible. Further, British Army practice 
was for each battalion to issue ammunition 
only to its own troops and not those in other 
units. Even in battle, the 2/24 Quartermas- 
ter wouldn’t issue ammunition to the re- 
maining 1/24 troopers. 


Between 1030 and 1100 Durnford’s Num- 
ber 2 Column, consisting of a small staff 
element, Rocket Battery, Natal Native 
Horse, and Ist Regiment Natal Native Con- 
tingent for a total of 524, approached the 
camp from Rorke’s Drift having been on the 
march since dawn. Rapid artillery fire, rifle 
volleys and single shots were heard in the 
east and then moved northward, Chelms- 
ford’s advance force having engaged various 
Zulu scout, forage and screening parties. 

Around 1050 Durnford received word 
that the Zulus on the camp’s left flank, 
having engaged Cavaye’s A Company and 
NNC units, were in retreat — an erroneous 
report. Durnford was a brave man, but his 
boldness was touched with recklessness. 
With only limited battlefield intelligence, 
Durnford decided to attack. 

Picking as his target a small kopje (hill) 
about two miles to the left of the camp, 
Durnford sent a mounted contingent of 
Carabineers around the right flank while he 
himself would lead two troops of mounted 
native Basutos around the left. The Rocket 
Battery supported by two companies of 
NNC troops would provide fire support. 

Just after 1100 the Rocket Battery and 
supporting elements, about 100-150 troops, 
rounded the Kopje and immediately went 
into action against the enemy — a Zulu impi 
between 3,200-6,020 in strength. Unload- 
ing their tubes and rockets from the pack 
mules, the battery managed to loose one 
rocket before the battery commander was 
killed by rifle fire. Spooked by Zulu fire, the 
mules carrying spare tubes and rockets 
bolted, effectively putting the battery out of 
commission. Only three members of the 
battery escaped while the rest were killed by 
advancing Zulus. 

NNC companies in support of the battery 
initially laid volleys of rifle fire into the 
approaching Zulu ranks, then broke and ran 
for the main camp. Durnford and the rest of 
his troops also withdrew in the face of the 
superior force while maintaining a steady 
rate of fire. 

Back in the main camp a small detach- 
ment sent from Lord Chelmsford’s forward 
force, a force flushed with victory over 
small Zulu outrider detachments, arrived 
around 1130 with the order to ‘‘strike the 
camp and come on with all speed leaving 
sufficient guard behind to protect such as 
could not be mounted without delay.’’ The 
detachment commander, Captain Gardner, 
sensed indecision in Pulleine and advised 
his ‘‘disobeying the general’s order for the 
present, at any rate. The general knows 
nothing of this, he is only thinking of the 
cowardly way in which the Zulus are run- 
ning away from our troops over yonder,’’ 
referring to the token victories at Chelms- 
ford’s advance position. 

Two notes were sent to Chelmsford in 
rapid succession, the first stating, ‘‘Staff 
Officer: Heavy fighting to the left of our 
camp. Cannot move camp at present,’’ and 
the second: ‘“Heavy firing near left of camp. 
Shepstone [staff assistant to Durnford] has 
come in for reinforcements and reports the 
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Regimental colors of the 24th Foot, lost 
after the battle of Isandiwana, are returned 
to the CO of the 1/24th at Rorke’s Drift 
after recovery from the Buffalo River. 
Photo: South Wales Borderers Museum 


Zulus are falling back. The whole force at 
camp turned out and fighting about one mile 
to the left flank.’’ Chelmsford was not 
shown the second dispatch. Regardless, 
nothing more was now possible to help the 
men at [sandiwana. 

The remaining rifle companies of the Ist 
and 2nd Battalions 24th Foot deployed out into 
the plain east of Isandlwana between 1115 and 
1145 hours and took up defensive positions 
ranging from 800-1,200 yards in front of the 
tentage area. Accounts vary as to the status of 
the remaining artillery pieces, supported by 
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NNC troops, but they did fire almost con- 
tinously in support of Durmford’s forward 
mounted troops and against masses of steadily 
approaching Zulu forces. 

Durnford’s force of mounted police, in- 
fantry and colonial volunteers out in front of 
the Imperial Infantry defensive lines were 
fighting a valiant but hopeless delaying ac- 
tion as they were forced to withdraw to the 
southern, or right, flank as the Zulus’ left 
horn inexorably tightened its circle around 
the Isandlwana camp. In the north the right 
horn of the fighting bull buffalo continued 
to press forward, sweeping around and be- 
hind Isandlwana, beginning to choke off 
any escape routes. 

There is no way to fix the number of Zulu 
warriors who fell on the 1,777 beleaguered 
combatants at Isandlwana. Three sources, 


two Zulu and British Intelligence, estimate 
13,400, 18,995, and 32,170. Based on the 
ability of the Zulus to surround the battle 
area by forming a multiranked circle, a 
force of some 20,000 warriors would be a 
reasonable assumption. 

Against these overwhelming odds, vol- 
leys of rifle fire from Imperial Infantry and 
colonial troops continued to take a 
tremendous toll as the Zulus swept in as 
close as 200-300 yards. Artillery fire con- 
tinued to blast holes in the Zulus’ ranks until 
the NNC units around the guns decided to 
withdraw to the main camp area. Their de- 
parture opened a tremendous hole in the 
defensive line which would result in the 
outflanking of British units located left and 
right of the guns’ position. 

Durnford’s mounted force had by now 
taken shelter in a dry watershed on the 
southeastern flank of the perimeter. Such 
was the tenacity of their defense against the 
attacking left horn that a civilian survivor of 
the battle estimated 1,000 Zulus lay dead in 
front of their position. Zulu attackers, 
seeing so many of their comrades mown 
down by deadly British rifle fire, would 
flatten themselves on the ground while 
awaiting reinforcements and then advance 
with the replacements. 

As he ran out of ammunition, Durnford 
saw no further use in remaining in his pres- 
ent position and withdrew to the camp. The 
Zulu left horn took advantage of this and 
moved forward as well. 

Between 1245 and 1300 hours the Zulus 
began a general advance, tightening their 
circle around Isandiwana. Fortunately for 
the British, the left and right horns of the 
fighting bull buffalo never really closed 
together in the west behind Isandlwana. 
Civilian wagon drivers, some volunteer co- 
lonials and many NNC troops found that way 
out of the slaughter. Regular British troops 
held firm, however, as did mounted native 
Basuto troops who conducted a fighting 
withdrawal to the rocks of Isandlwana itself. 

Ammunition was now becoming critical 
for the remaining forces. So distant were 
they from their supply wagons and so rapid 
was the fire that redistribution of ammuni- 
tion was not feasible. Rolling volleys of fire 
checked the Zulu advance, but at that point 
the last of the ammunition was exhausted. 
Tens of thousands of rounds packed in 
wooden ammo boxes were neatly stacked at 
issue points — useless to the men on the 
line. Lieutenant Smith-Dorrien, one of the 
few survivors of Isandlwana (he was fortu- 
nately wearing a blue patrol jacket instead 
of a red coat), also recounted the debacle of 
regimented ammunition issue. 

He approached the quartermaster of the 
2/24th following a withdrawal from the 
front as the camp was falling and asked for 
ammunition. As Smith-Dorrien was not 
assigned to the 2nd Battalion, he was rough- 
ly addressed by the quartermaster, ‘‘For 
Heaven’s sake don’t take that, man, for it 
belongs to our battalion!’’ Smith-Dorrien 
replied, ‘‘Hang it all, you don’t want a 
requisition now, do you?’’ 
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As the ammunition ran out units began a 
fighting withdrawal into the main camp. 
The southern flank held by Durnford was 
crumbling. Refugees, wagons and oxen re- 
treated over the saddle adjoining Isandlwa- 
na. Zulus prostrate to avoid gunfire were 
suddenly addressed by the senior induna, 
Undhlaka, ‘‘Never did his Majesty the King 
[Cetyweyo] give you this command [to lie 
down on the ground]. Go! And toss them 
into Maritzburg!’’ With that the Zulus 
pressed the attack across the front, from 
horn to horn. Everyone who was in the 
camp who could move was either firing or 
handing out ammunition. 

By about 1300 the end was near. Zulus no 
more than 100-150 yards away and confi- 
dent of victory yelled their battle cry 
“‘Usuthu!’’ and moved in for the kill. 
Cavaye’s northern flank was turned and the 
company overrun. Durnford’s force in the 
south was swept away, he being shot. Men 
of the 24th fixed bayonets and continued to 
fight, withdrawing in an orderly fashion and 
consolidating in new fighting positions 
while drummers and other support troops 
smashed and tore wooden ammo boxes 
apart. As fast as ten-round packets were 
distributed they were fired. The fighting 
was fierce and bloody, assegai versus 
bayonet, club versus rifle butt. 

Miles to the east, Lord Chelmsford, who 
had already received urgent dispatches from 
Col. Pulleine as well as other scouting re- 
ports on the situation at Isandlwana, re- 
ceived yet another. ‘‘For God’s sake,’’ the 
message read, ‘‘send every man back to 
camp, it is surrounded and will be taken 
unless helped at once.’’ Elements of 
Chelmsford’s force struck off at once for the 
camp but were ordered back to their original 
positions. When they returned, they met 
Lord Chelmsford and his staff proceeding at 
a walk toward Isandlwana. 

Colonel Pulleine, aware that his com- 
mand was finished, summoned his adjutant, 
Lieutenant Melvill. Tradition allowed for 
the saving of the Queen’s Colour, the Union 
Jack with regimental designation, when de- 
feat seems imminent and Melvill was given 
that task. Although exhausted from battle, 

‘ Melvill secured the Colour and rode out of 
camp, following the line of refugees head- 
ing through the gap between the Zulu horns 
to the west. 

It was at this time, around 1315, that the 
camp fell apart. Left and right flanks had 
been overrun and men in the center formed 
resistance groups which lunged into the 
Zulu masses with bayonets and flailing rifle 
butts. Zulu attackers buzzed like great 
swarms of bees, loosed their ‘‘Usuthu!’’ 
war cry and poured into the remaining de- 
fenders. At this stage those who tried to 
escape through the gap in the west were cut 
down by Zulu rifle fire, or were chased to 
ground and killed by fleet-footed warriors. 

With all hope gone, the 24th stood and 
fought with what survivors could be mus- 
tered. Young officers gathered their troops 
and took positions among the rocks of 
Isandlwana. Captain Reginald Younghus- 
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band stood off countless Zulus with a few 
men, firing from caves and niches in the 
rocks until their ammunition ran out, and 
then fought with bayonet and rifle butt until 
the end around 1330. 

Lieutenants Godwin-Austen and Charlie 
Pope, according to Zulu accounts, were the 
last to die. Firing pistols from atop ox 
wagons, the officers killed a number of 
Zulus before one was hit by a Zulu bullet. 
The other continued to fire, wounding an 
attacking induna three times before the lead- 
er threw his assegai into the officer’s chest. 
With great effort the officer nearly extracted 
the spear but the induna seized the moment 
to drive home a second stabbing spear, kill- 
ing him. As Godwin-Austen’s tunic does 
not show an assegai stab in the chest, it 
appears that Lt. Charlie Pope was the last 
man to fall at Isandlwana. 

Meanwhile, Lt. Melvill was driving hard 
through the Zulu lines west of Isandiwana, 
still carrying the regimental colors and 
heading for the relative safety of the Buffalo 
River about four miles away. He was joined 
by Lieutenant Coghill, Col. Glyn’s ADC, 
who reported that Col. Pulleine had been 
shot. The two officers and a scattering of 
other survivors evaded Zulu assegais and 
bullets and reached the fast-running Buffalo 
River, some 280 feet wide, and were joined 
by another officer, Lieutenant Higginson of 
the NNC. 

Higginson tried to get his horse to swim 
the river but was thrown in, eventually grab- 
bing onto a boulder to free himself from the 
current. Melvill and Coghill also entered the 
river and Melvill too was unhorsed, yelling 
for Higginson to grab the flag pole. The 
officer lunged for the pole and was washed 
off his rock, the Queen’s Colour vanishing 
into the river. 

Although they were under Zulu rifle fire, 
Melvill, Coghill and Higginson managed to 
emerge unscathed from the river albeit with- 
out the regimental colors. About 100 yards 
from the river while climbing up its steep 
bank, the party saw two Zulus following 
them and dispatched them with pistol fire. 
Six hundred yards farther on, Melvill and 
Coghill could take no more. The heat, bat- 
tle, swim and climb in wet wool serge had 
exhausted their reserves. Higginson parted 
company and headed for a hilltop occupied 
by four of Col. Durnford’s mounted Busu- 
tos holding spare horses. He never saw the 


Isandiwana battlefield months after the 
action. Abandoned wagons serve as the only 
surviving monuments of the Zulu attack. 
Dismounted troops can be seen on line 
extending from the center to the right. 
Photo: South Wales Borderers Museum 


two officers again until he returned to bury 
them later. 

Back at the Isandlwana camp, 1,360 out 
of 1,777 British combatants lay dead, muti- 
lated and stripped by the victorious Zulus. 
One band boy, perhaps 11 years old, was 
lashed upside-down on the back of a wagon, 
his throat slashed from ear to ear. Only a 
total of six men from both battalions of the 
24th Foot managed to escape the slaughter. 
Zulus enthusiastically searched the sur- 
rounding areas for NNC troops, many of 
whom tried to disguise themselves as Zulu 
warriors, and wagon drivers, killing them 
when they were found. 

No accurate records were established 
concerning the number of Zulus killed or 
wounded in the battle although Zulu 
accounts state that ox wagons spent many 
days removing their dead from the battle- 
field. As one account has it, ‘“The country 
ran rivers of tears, almost every family be- 
moaning some near relative.’’ Estimates of 
Zulu dead range from 1,800 to over 3,000. 
Nearly as many may have been wounded, 
and many would have died from their 
wounds later on. 

The Zulu army walked away from Isand- 
lwana with 1,000 rifles, tens of thousands of 
rounds, two artillery pieces, uniforms, and 
a vast assortment of other gear. The camp 
had fallen, the worst defeat of a modern 
army by native forces in the history of the 
British Empire. 

Isandlwana’s final chapter was written 
about a week later when a search party re- 
turned, looking for the lost Queen’s Colour. 
Both Melvill and Coghill’s bodies were 
found, killed by multiple assegai stab 
wounds but not mutilated. On 4 February 
the lost Colour was recovered from the river 
beginning with the discovery of the case, 
the lion and crown crest, and finally the 
Colour itself. 

With the Colour in hand, the search party 
returned to Rorke’s Drift to the cheers of the 
garrison — a final, fitting tribute to the 
bravery of the 24th Regiment (Foot) at 
Isandlwana. ®& 
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SOF VIETNAM 


POWS vs. 


UNCLE SAM 


A Sad Saga of Forgotten Heroes 


When he was working as a Soldier of 
Fortune foreign correspondent four years 
ago in Thailand, Jim Coyne uncovered an 
ongoing operation by a small, highly secre- 
tive Special Forces unit tasked with locat- 
ing, identifying and possibly rescuing U.S. 
POWs still held captive in Southeast Asia. 
Rather than running out to file copy on 
what surely would have been — and may 
yet be — the story of the decade, Coyne 
realized the vital importance of maintain- 
ing security in hopes the mission would 
succeed. Coyne took a vow of silence until 
the key players let him know it was time to 
tell their story. 

That time has come. 

Coyne’s and SOF’s interest in this sad 
saga is only a small part of the time and 
money Robert K. Brown and the magazine 
have spent in hopes of rescuing live POWs 
now languishing in jungle camps. Since 
1981, SOF has spent in excess of $250,000 
to build, equip and man Liberty City, a 
secret outpost in communist-controlled 
Laos, aimed at collecting intelligence on 
U.S. POWs (See “‘Liberty City,’’ SOF, 
Aug. 85). 

In reading Coyne’s story, it is hard not to 
think of Mission: MIA, a fictional book by 
J.C. Pollock, or the movie Uncommon 
Valor. Other films come to mind, such as 
Rambo: First Blood, Part II. While the 
Rambo genre is unrealistic in many re- 
spects, at least it too has served to keep the 
issue of U.S. POWs in Southeast Asia in the 
forefront of American public thought. 

But the following account is not taken 
from a novel or some celluloid Hollywood 
fantasy. It is about real people in real life. 
As you read it’s hard to escape the old 
adage: truth is stranger than fiction. Coyne 
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by Jim Coyne 


kept his vow of silence. Now the key play- 
ers have gone public. In this way we all 
hope to compel our government to uphold 
the virtues it so loudly proclaims. 

— The Editors 


IKE other Green Berets, retired Major 
Mark Smith likes to keep a low profile. 

He wasn’t used to a press pack dogging his 
heels. Although he is cool under fire — a 
well-seasoned, highly decorated combat 
veteran who was held by the North Viet- 
namese as a prisoner of war in Cambodia — 
Smith plainly was nervous about suddenly 
becoming media prey. The newspaper re- 
porters and local television camera crews 
swarmed around the Sheraton Hotel near 
Fort Bragg after Smith mysteriously failed 
to appear for a September press conference. 
Smith’s attorney, Mark Waple, showed 
up to make a startling announcement on be- 
half of Smith and others. Not only has the 
U.S. government known for several years 
that live U.S. POWs remain in Southeast 
Asia, Waple said his clients have proof that 
U.S. officials passed up an opportunity to 


SOF VET 


Jim Coyne, a 39-year-old free-lancer, 
is a former foreign correspondent for 
Soldier of Fortune. He has been on 
assignment for the magazine in Central 
America, Afghanistan, South America 


and Southeast Asia. A Vietnam veteran 
who served as an airborne infantryman, 
he now lives with his wife and son in the 
nation’s capital, where he is writing art 
adventure novel about Vietnam. 


rescue them and has engaged in a cover-up 
aimed at discrediting — and possibly elimi- 
nating — Smith and other would-be res- 
cuers. 

Skeptical because of Smith’s absence, but 
picking up the scent for a good story any- 
way, the press think they have Smith treed 
somewhere in the Fayetteville hotel just 
around the comer from the once-notorious 
500 block of Hay Street. Aggressive sur- 
veillance is the order of the day. They are 
looking for anybody who knows Smith, or 
anybody who thinks they know him. 

Journalists traditionally have made pro- 
fessional soldiers ill at ease. Most of the 
Fourth Estate’s pencil-necked geeks ask un- 
informed questions that display an annoying 
ignorance of military people. Their attention 
span is brief and often out of focus. This has 
been especially true of the U.S. media in 
pursuing sporadic reports that U.S. POWs 
are being held in Southeast Asia. No wonder 
guys in uniform are antsy about talking to 
reporters. Then, when photographers aim 
and fire shutters in tandem with flashes of 
light almost as blinding as white phospho- 
tus, the poor soldier can’t even shoot back. 
He’s at their mercy. 

If the clamorous confusion at the Sheraton 
weren’t enough to rattle a camera-shy Green 
Beret down to the soles of his jump boots, 
Smith missed the news conference because 
he was being grilled under hot lights by Ed 
Bradley of CBS News’ ‘‘60 Minutes.’’ If 
Mark Smith had been an amateur at media 
relations, like it or not he was on a crash 
course destined for Name-in-the-News Nir- 
vana. 

Backed by friends and associates from 
Special Forces, Smith & Company had put 
their professional integrity — and their lives 
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—on the front line of the U.S. news media to 
play a sport much loved by journalists. It’s 
called Blow The Whistle. 

And no wonder the press — from the 
in-the-trenches, no-nonsense journalistic 
lifers at The Fayetteville Observer, all the 
way up to the Ivory Tower of CBS News in 
New York — was eager to watch. It isn’t 
every day that a Special Forces officer, a 
former POW forced into early retirement by 
Pentagon politics and his own conscience, 
sues his commander in chief — the presi- 
dent of the United States — and charges him 
with failure to enforce the law of the land. 

‘Don’t get me wrong,’’ Smith explained 
after the interview with Bradley. ‘‘I like 
Ronald Reagan. But he is the commander in 
chief. And this is a matter of honor.’’ 

The lawsuit, which was filed by Smith and 
SF Sergeant First Class Melvin ‘‘Mac’’ 
McIntire — both assigned to a top secret 
mission in Thailand aimed at gathering in- 
telligence on whether living U.S. POWs 
were still being held in Southeast Asia — 
raises profoundly disturbing questions. In its 
haste to disengage from the longest, most 
divisive and frustrating foreign war in its 
history, did the U.S. government leave some 
of its own men behind as prisoners of war in 
Southeast Asia? And once our government 
learned of the existence and precise location 
of U.S. POWs, did it seek to cover up that 
information by discrediting the would-be 
rescuers and even trying to have them cap- 
tured and possibly killed by communist 
troops in Laos? 

Smith and McIntire say, ‘‘Yes.’’ 

Their class action suit seeks to force the 
U.S. government’s hand on behalf of ‘‘liv- 
ing American prisoners of the Vietnam 
war.’” It states that while the two Vietnam 
veterans worked with others on a very secre- 
tive intelligence gathering mission from 
1981 to mid-1984, they ‘‘became intimately 
familiar with the subject of American prison- 
ers of war in Southeast Asia, and in particu- 
lar living American prisoners of war in 
Laos.’’ 

Using reliable sources developed over 
years during the war in Vietnam, and others 
developed since 1980 — informants rang- 
ing from opium and heroin dealers, gunrun- 
ners and gold smugglers, all the way up to 
the highest military echelons in Thailand — 
Smith and McIntire ‘‘received intelligence 
... [on] living American prisoners of war 
in Southeast Asia.’’ This information was 
passed up the chains of command in 
appropriate U.S military and intelligence 
channels, the suit states, ‘‘ultimately lead- 
ing to the preparation of an intelligence re- 
port in the spring of 1984.”’ As the report 
neared completion, intelligence sources re- 


ABOVE LEFT: Mclntire, left, and Smith 
while assigned to SFD-K and their secret 
mission to rescue POWs still held in 
Southeast Asia. Photo: U.S. Army 


LEFT: SFC McIntire, in uniform, and 
Mark Smith after a press conference near 
Fort Bragg. Photo: Jason Brady 
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OTHER PLAYERS 


Mark Smith and Mac Mclntire aren’t 
the only ones butting heads with Uncle 
Sam over the alleged suppression of in- 
formation that U.S. servicemen are still 
being held captive in Southeast Asia. 
Along with Mrs. Dorothy Shelton, 
whose husband, Air Force Colonel 
Charles E. Shelton, is the last Vietnam 


War veteran still officially listed as an. 


unreturned POW, some MIA relatives 
have joined the legal battle. 
Spearheading the courthouse assault is 
their attomey, Mark Waple of Fayette- 
ville, N.C. Waple is no stranger to taking 
controversial cases that end up in the 


news, The national military recruiting . 


scandal five years ago is one example. 
The West Point graduate also knows the 
military from the inside out, both in the 
field and the courtroom. He served as an 
infantry officer for three years and for 
four years in the Judge Advocate Gener- 
al’s office before’ entering private prac- 
tice. 

Waple confirmed that he is handling 
the case out of his own pocket until suffi- 
cient funds can be raised. The investiga- 
tion has been expensive, requiring 
round-trip air fares to points as far away 
as Thailand and West Germany, and 
many potential witnesses from all over 
the United States have had to be flown to 
Fayetteville to be interviewed and make 
swom depositions. Those wishing to 
contribute to the case should send 
their donations to: The Mark Smith 
Litigation Trust, P.O. Box 650, 
Fayetteville, NC 28302. 

Listed with Smith and McIntire as 
plaintiffs in the action are Mrs. Shelton; 
Kathryn Fanning, Anne Hart and Jerry 
Dennis. Their stories follow: . 

COL. CHARLES E: SHELTON — 
Then an Air Force captain, Shelton was 
shot down over the mountains of Laos on 
29 April 1965. Shelton was seen to para- 
chute from his aircraft and radio contact 


40 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


McIntire, Smith and Waple, seated, go 
over evidence for their suit against the 
U.S. government. Photo: Jason Brady 


was made with him once he was on the 


ground. He reported that hé was unin- 


jured and was in good condition. Before 
rescuers could reach him, however, he 
was captured by the Pathet Lao, accord- 
ing to a villager who said he witnessed 
the capture. Shelton was known to be in 
various POW camps after his capture, 


‘but was not repatriated in ‘‘Operation 


Homecoming.” He is the last Vietnam- 
era serviceman still officially listed as a 
POW. 

MARK DENNIS — Dennis was a U.S. 


Navy. corpsman flying with 15 others 


aboard a Marine Corps helicopter shot 
down 15 July 1966. He was listed as 
MIA and later as missing and presumed 
dead. His brother, Jerry, joined the suit 
contending that the U.S. goverment is 
deliberately trying to mislead MIA fami- 
lies by returning remains — not neces- 
sarily the correct ones —-:in order to 
mark off names from the lengthy MIA 
list. Remains identified by the Joint 
Casualty Resolution Center in Hawaii as 
those of Mark Dennis were returned to 
Jerry. Jerry Dennis had the remains ex- 
amined by civilian pathologists and 
anthropologists, who concluded that 
they belonged to an individual about 
5°5”’ in height. Mark Dennis was 5 feet 
11, inches to 6 feet. tall, Jerry says, 
arguing t that the remains returned to him 
are not those of his brother. 


CAPT. HUGH FANNING — The - 


Marine officer’s A6 Intruder was shot 
down 31 October 1967 over Vietnam. 
His status as an MIA was changed .24 
September 1976 to KIA. His purported 
remains were returned to his wife on 17 
July 1984. Mrs. Fanning, suspicious 
that the remains were not those of her 
husband, requested and was granted a 
year later an exhumation order. After 
extensive examination of the remains, 


Dr. Michael Charney and Dr. Clyde 
Snow concluded that while the:bones 


“definitely were human; they were not. 


complete enough to be positively identi- 
fied as any particular individual. Subse- 
quent to that finding Mrs.. Fanning 
obtained documentation conceming the 
remains purported to be those of her 


“husband. The documentation, which 


came from the Anned Services Graves 
Registration Office, stated specifically 
that the remains given to Mrs. Fanning 
could not positively be identified. Yet 


ithe government turned them over .to her 
_as those of her husband without provid- 


ing this finding by ASGRO. 

LT.COL. THOMAS T. HART II — 
Hart was a navigator aboard an AC-130 
shot down over Laos on 21 December 
1972. Shortly afterward Mrs. Hart was 


told by the government that her husband, 


then a captain, was missing. Later she 
was told her husband probably had 
perished in the crash, although the gov- 
emment continued providing her with 
reports. “‘Frequently one report would 
contradict ‘another report... I have 


» been either intentionally or negligently 


misinformed,’’ her affidavit states. His 
status was changed in July 1978 to KIA. 
However, Mrs. Hart learned that U.S. 
intelligence agencies knew — but never 
told her — that five open parachutes 
were found near the crash Site, suggest- 
ing that aircraft personnel did escape. 
Also, two piles of bloody bandages were 
found near the crash site. ‘“These reports 
were given the highest reliability rating 
by the U.S. government,’’ she said. Lat- 
er someone with access to U.S. intelli- 
gence documents provided Mrs. Hart 
with a copy of a 1975 intelligence report. 
That report states that soon after her hus- 
band’s crash:‘‘an evader symbol was 
seen in Laos. The symbol was. in the 
form of the numbers “1973,” followed by 
the letters “TH.” It was believed that the 
numbers could be the year ... while the 
letters could indicate a person’s initials. 
This was thought to be Capt. Hart.”’ 
If this was. not enough evidence of 
deliberate deception by the government, 
remains were given to Mrs. Hart by the 
U.S. government, which claimed that 
they were those. of her husband. Dr. 
Michael Charney examined the remains, 
however, and said that while they are 
definitely human remains, they were not 
complete enough to allow positive iden- 
tification as any particular individual. 
DR. MICHAEL CHARNEY — 
Although not a plaintiff, Charney filed 
an affidavit supporting various claims in 
the case. Charney has been a forensic 
anthropologist for 47 years and presently 
serves as professor emeritus at Colorado 
State University. He also serves as direc- 
tor for both the Center of Human Identi- 
fication and the Forensic Science 
Laboratory at the university. 
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Col. Charles E. Shelton, still listed as a 
POW. Photo: U.S. Air Force 


ported — and Smith, McIntire and others 
confirmed — ‘‘it was feasible to obtain the 
release of living American prisoners of war 
through clandestine operations.’” 

At this point, ‘‘without explanation .. . 
their activities were suddenly curtailed,’’ the 
two Green Berets state in the suit. 

Among other documents supporting their 
claims, Smith and MclIntire’s suit has 
attached sworn affidavits signed by Lieuten- 
ant Colonel Robert Lewis Howard, a Con- 
gressional Medal of Honor winner, and 
Robert Garwood, a former enlisted Marine 
who was convicted of collaborating with the 
enemy during his 14 years behind enemy 
lines after being captured in Vietnam’s I 
Corps. 

Based on numerous detailed personal 
sightings of other captured U.S personnel 
after 1973, Garwood’s statement supports in 
general the suit’s contention that POWs are 
still alive in Southeast Asia. 

The affidavit by Lt. Col. Howard — the 
Army’s most decorated soldier and still on 
active duty as this issue went to press — is 
based on personal knowledge and participa- 
tion in the Thailand-based operations. He 
supports in particular the suit’s claim that the 
U.S. government failed to act on specific 
information and then tried to discredit and 
even eliminate those involved in obtaining 
that information. 

Other affidavits contend that the U.S. 
government has deliberately misled families 
of the missing in action by failing to turn over 
all available information and by ‘‘identify- 
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ing’’ remains that forensic experts say can- 


not be positively identified. A bag of bones is ~ 


turned over to a family so another name can 
be marked off the government’s list as “‘re- 
solved.”’ 

The basis for the suit is that President 
Ronald Reagan, Defense Secretary Caspar 
Weinberger and Defense Intelligence Agen- 
cy Director General James A. Williams, and 
those persons who have preceded these men 
in their posts since the end of U.S. involve- 
ment in the Vietnam War, have failed to 
enforce a provision of Title 22, United States 
Code. Section 1732 of Title 22 U.S.C. stipu- 
lates that ‘‘whenever it is made known to the 
President that any citizen of the United States 
has been unjustly deprived of his liberty by 
or under the authority of any foreign govern- 
ment, it shall be the duty of the President 


UNCLE SAM SAYS 


The government has declined to spe- 
cifically address allegations raised in the 
lawsuit filed by Major Mark Smith and 
Sergeant First Class Melvin Mcintire; 
charges that the Defense Intelligence 
Agency has known for years of the exis- 
tence of live U.S. POWs in Southeast 
Asia, and has even passed up opportuni- 
ties to rescue them. Only a brief general 
statement was issued saying that Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan has *‘made resolu- 
tion of the problem one of highest 
national priority.”’ 

According to Smith and McIntire, ‘the 
problem’’ for the DIA has been how to 
suppress, discredit and even eliminate peo- 
ple like themselves who have firsthand 
knowledge about the existence of POWs 
and want to act on that knowledge. 

Soldier of Fortune Magazine has 
obtained a copy of a 17 September letter 
written by Richard T. Childress, the 
National Security Council staff member 


responsible for POW/MIA issues. ‘The 
conclusions drawn by the two indi- 


viduals who filed the suit . . . are false,”’ 
Childress wrote. ‘‘The hearsay informa- 
tion they heard while in Thailand was 
already in our possession and had been 
investigated previously. The whole idea 
of a cover-up by this administration is 
ludicrous.”’ 

Although Smith and McIntire have 
acknowledged that it is possible and even 
probable that their intelligence work was 
not shown to the President or Secretary of 
Defense, Childress states in his letter that 
Reagan “‘is fully cognizant of the facts on 
this issue and assertions to the contrary 
by others are false... . We are to a great 
extent dependent upon the cooperation of 
the Indochinese governments.” 

Of course these governments negoti- 
ate in good faith, right? We all remem- 
ber ‘*Peace With Honor.” ’ 

Smith and McIntire contend that they 
were able to confirm sightings of live 
POWs in Laos. Bobby Garwood, who 


forthwith to ... use such means, not 

amounting to acts of war, as he may think 

necessary and proper to obtain ... release 
” 


The legal instrument by which the suit 
seeks freedom for any POWs still being held 
in Southeast Asia is a mandamus, a writ 
issued by a superior court ordering a public 
official to perform a specified duty outlined 
by law. Title 28 U.S.C., Section 1361, 
grants ‘‘original jurisdiction of any action in 
the nature of mandamus’’ to the United 
States District Court. 

After the Paris Peace Accords were signed 
(you remember: ‘‘Peace with honor’’) sup- 
posedly all of the U.S. POWs in North Viet- 
nam and Laos were released. The first U.S. 
Army POW to walk to freedom was Mark 
Smith. The winner of the Distinguished Ser- 


was held by the Vietnamese for 14 years, 
swears under oath that he personally wit- 
nessed U.S POWs in Vietnam after 

1973, the date when all prisoners sup- 
posedly were returned. 

Yet Childress states in his September 
letter that the government’s official posi- 
tion is ‘that ‘‘we have not been able to 
confirm such reports.”’ Although the 
suit claims that the DIA shut down the 
operation as soon as it appeared that live 
POWs might actually be extracted and 
returned to the United States, Childress 
claims that “‘we have ... greatly raised 
our intelligence priorities to confirm re- 
ports of Americans still held in captiv- 
ity.... This question is consistently 
raised in our negotiations.”” 

According to a Pentagon spokesman, 
over 4,000 sightings of supposed U.S. 
POWs have been reported since 1975, 
ptimarily by Indochinese refugees. Of 
these more than 4,000 incidents, 791 
were determined to be firsthand live 
sightings. Of the 791 firsthand live 
sightings, 502 were ‘‘resolved,”’ the 
spokesman said, either by learning the 
person had come home, remains were 
returned or it was discovered that the 
person in question was not a U.S. ser- 
viceman. Of the remaining 37 percent, 
14 percent — 111 cases — remain open 
and under investigation. The other 23 
percent of the 791 firsthand live sight- 
ings are classified as ‘‘known or sus- 
pected fabrications.”’ 

' ‘°No one here doubts the integrity of 
Smith or McIntire,” said the Pentagon 
press spokesman, Army Colonel Keith 
Schneider. ““We appreciate that they 
really believe what they are saying. But 
we stand by our position that their in- 
formation was assessed and it did not 
check out... Be that as it may, we 
come to work here every day and work 
under the assumption that there are still 
live U.S. servicemen being held against 
their will in Southeast Asia. We just 
don’t have any proof yet.’” 
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vice Cross, a Silver Star, nine Bronze Stars, 
four Purple Hearts and other awards, Smith 
had been held in Cambodia as a POW after a 
multidivisional NVA force of infantry and 
tanks overran Loc Ninh, where Smith 
served as CO. 

But less than six months after ‘‘Operation 
Homecoming,’’ the first official report 
came in indicating that the communists in 
Vietnam had not negotiated in good faith. 

The Army’s 500th Military Intelligence 
Group issued a report on 4 May 1973, out- 
lining information obtained from an infil- 
trated meeting of Viet Cong leaders. ‘‘Sub- 
ject: Unreleased U.S. and ARVN Prisoners 
of War.’’ The VC command in Military 
Region II around Saigon ‘‘convened a con- 
ference of district committee representa- 
tives of Cau Mau, Chuong Thien and Kien 
Giang Provinces to discuss future struggle 
policy,’’ according to a copy of the intelli- 
gence report filed with the Clerk of U.S. 
District Court in Raleigh, N.C. 

“At the meeting, it was made known that 
only a third of ARVN personnel held prison- 
er by the Communists have been released,” 
the IR states. ‘‘Like an undisclosed number 
of unreleased U.S. POWs, they were de- 
tained as hostages. All efforts were to be 
concentrated on a general attack. Should that 
attack fail, these POWs could be used as a 
bargaining tool at future peace talks, partici- 
pants at the [VC] meeting were told.”’ 

Under ‘‘Field Comments”’ on the IR, it is 
stated that “‘the above information was pro- 
vided by a friendly foreign intelligence agen- 
cy. ... The agency considers information 
regarding planned attacks as consistent with 
other reports.’” Events over the next two 
years in Vietnam would bear out these attack 
predictions by ‘‘a friendly foreign intelli- 
gence agency,’’ most probably Tinh Bao 
Quan Doi, or ARVN MI. 

Finally, the IR notes in conclusion — 
almost as an afterthought — ‘‘This is the first 
report concerning the retention of US/ 
ARVN prisoners of war.”’ 

Twelve years have passed. The reports 
continue to come in. 

Many of those intelligence reports be- 
tween 1981 and August 1984 were gener- 
ated by the work of Smith and McIntire. 
Recently they were told, however, that 
much of their intelligence work went into a 
Pentagon paper shredder. Like Smith, 
McIntire was intimately familiar with 
Southeast Asia as an AO during the Viet- 
nam War. Besides reading and writing Ko- 
rean, McIntire speaks two dialects of that 
language, as well as two dialects of Thai and 
some Laotian. McIntire won three Bronze 
Stars, a Distinguished Flying Cross and two 
Air Medals for valor during Vietnam. He 
was on terminal leave from Bravo Com- 
pany, 2nd Battalion, 7th SFG, 1st Special 
Operations Command at Bragg’s Smoke 
Bomb Hill complex when the suit was filed 
4 September. 

Major Smith — who received a battlefield 
commission from General William West- 
moreland in 1968 — and SFC McIntire were 
both assigned in 1981-82 to the Special 
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Forces Detachment-Korea (SFD-K), Smith 
as CO. As MclIntire’s affidavit states, ‘“The 
general and unclassified mission of this 
assignment was to serve as liaison with the 
Special Forces Units in the Army of the 
Republic of Korea.’’ But typical of SFers, 
one assignment serves as a cover for other, 
more interesting activities. Then of course 
you must have a cover for your cover. 

For McIntire, this included ‘‘liaison to a 
Special Mission Battalion which dealt with 
counterterrorism. In addition, I was assigned 
to a compartment which had a mission to 
identify, locate and possibly rescue Amer- 
ican Prisoners of War known to be held in 
Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam.... At the 
direction of my commander [Smith] and the 
Defense Intelligence Agency, I traveled to 
Southeast Asia to establish an agent net on 
trips which used other operations as a cover. 
On the average, I made these trips every 60 
to 90 days and each trip lasted on the average 
approximately 10 days.’’ 

MclIntire’s affidavit specifies that he 
would “‘recruit agents from all spectrums of 
... Society.... My initial objective was to 
renew contacts with individuals that I had 
[known] during my prior tour in Southeast 
Asia, as well as to establish new sources of 
information.’’ These drug dealers, gunrun- 
ners and gold smugglers — Laotians, free 
Vietnamese, the Pathet Lao and Thais — are 
hardbitten souls who laugh at the law, cross 
borders at will and go where most men 
would fear to tread. Bangkok became the 
nerve center of a U.S. intelligence network 
of more than 50 operatives, ranging from the 
highest echelons of Thailand’s military 
establishment to the world’s murkiest 
netherworld of criminal elite. 

As reports on living POWs still being 
held captive began to accumulate, McIntire 
and Smith began cross-checking informa- 
tion on similar sightings from unconnected 
sources who had no knowledge of each 
other, ‘‘in order to provide corroboration 
for individual reports without cross-fertili- 
zation,’’ McIntire said. 

Smith and McIntire compiled more and 
more information on live sightings of U.S. 
POWs in various areas. Other interesting 


Capt. Mark Smith, left, after receiving the 
Distinguished Service Cross following his 
release from a POW camp in Cambodia. 
Photo: U.S. Army 


Bobby Garwood, who spent 14 years in the 
hands of the enemy in Vietnam, swears 
many live U.S. POWs were left behind. 
Photo: Barry Thomas 


Capt. Smith in Vietnam in 1970 with 
folding-stock AK. Photo: Courtesy of Mark 
Smith 
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information began to develop from their 
sources, some of whom McIntire said he has 
known for over a decade. Some of the 
sources told McIntire “‘that they did not 
trust the Defense Intelligence Agency nor 


WE WAIT 


. (The name of the person in the follow- 
ing interview, a California resident, has 
been changed.) 

Are the MIAs, the American service- 
men missing in action, forgotten people? 

“Yes and no, depending on the age 
group,’’ said Sara, a slender, self- 
contained woman. There were fine lines 
around her eyes and her. restless fingers 
trembled slightly as she made temporary 
pleats in her blue denim skirt. 

She smiled. ‘‘Last week, I had it 
brought to me pretty forcibly that ser- 
vicemen of the Vietnam War are forgot- 
ten. I was ina car wash and a young boy, 
maybe 16 years old, was wiping down 
my car. He examined curiously the shab- 
by blue and white MIA metal plate. 

** ‘Are these your initials?’ he asked. 

** “No,” Lreplied. ‘It means Missing 
in Action.’ 

** ‘Where’s the action?’ he grinned. 

Quickly I explained. His young face 
sobered, his blue eyes looked into mine 
with true regret. 

** Yeese, lady, I’m sorry. I didn’t 
mean to be a smarty. I just didn’ tknow.’ 

‘‘Why should he? He was maybe 5 
years old during the Vietnam war.”’ 

Sara West continued, ‘‘Forgotten? No. 
Those of us who live in a state of emotional 
limbo are never for one moment forgotten 
or allowed to forget. Ours is a yo-yo exis- 
tence. Hope at one end of the string and 
despair at the other.”’ 

“Don’t you ever give up and accept 
the finality, as those in civilian life do 
after a seven-year period when those 
missing are declared dead?’’ 

“No, not ever.’ There was latent sad- 
ness in Sara’s eyes. ‘‘My husband was 
shot down over North Vietnam in 
1973.”’ She moved restlessly. 

‘Her soft voice ‘trembled. ‘Another 
member of his squadron said that Bob 
was alive on the ground and when he saw 
him last he was being helped from the 
flaming plane by either a friendly group 
of villagers or being captured. That was 
11 years ago —— long, arid years — but 
always with a measure of hope. 

“*Wouldn’t you like a cup of tea or a 
coke?’’ Sara asked. ‘‘This may take 
some time. I want to answer all your 
questions. Maybe I just want to talk.”’ 

“It’s easier for me than for some of 
the other women who are not able to 
adjust to the fact that they are neither 
wives nor widows. We who are the 
wives of pilots have lived all of our lives 
with uncertainty. We know that disaster 
can strike at any moment of the day or 
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the Central Intelligence Agency in matters 
relating to American Prisoners of War and 
Missing in Action. They also complained of 
corruption in the refugee program and the 
Joint Casualty Resolution Center [JCRC],”’ 


night, whether it’s war or just practice 
runs, In a way we are prepared for the 
finality. of death.’’ She hesitated. 

“But not this. Not this abysmal de- 
spair one day and exhilarated hope the 
next. With the return of the body from 
Vietnam of the Unknown Soldier and 
our president’s pledge to use every 
means in his power to find out if and 
where there are survivors, there has been 
a great renewal and a much-needed lift to 
our hopes. It’s a change from the great 
void when there was not much being 
done, or so we thought.’’ 

Sara looked out at her garden, alive 
with color. 

“Tt turns the knife in my heart to think 
that my husband is being used as a slave 
laborer or starving in some hot, steamy 
jungle prison camp. But I know that if 
anyone can survive, it will be Bob.” 

A teacup rattled faintly in Sara’s 
hand. 

‘‘Ours was a good marriage. The 
times when Bob was at home were days 
of enchantment. Days to cherish during 
his absence.”’ 

The door opened and a tall blond 
young man said, ‘Ai, Mom. What’s 
going on?”’ 

Sara introduced her son. “‘This is 
Robert West Jr.,’’ she said in a formal 
voice. ‘*Our oldest son.”’ 

“Nice to meet you,’’ muttered the 
boy, then excused himself with, ‘‘Got to 
study.’’ And he was gone. 

“Do your children remember their 
father?’’ 

“*Bob Jr. does. He was almost 7 years 
old when he last saw him. He remembers 
our life when we were stationed in Texas 
and the joys of waiting for Daddy to 
come home. Chris, our other son, was 
too young to have any memory of his 
father except through family pictures.” 

She fingered her shabby MIA bracelet. 
“The boys outgrew theirs. Small wrists 
soon became big wrists.”’ She smiled. “‘T 
don’t need mine to remind me of my hus- 
band. I have a daily reminder in my sons. 
Bob Jr. walks exactly like his father did. 
And Chris reflects the gaiety and sweet- 
ness of his father’s smile.”’ 

She looked around the sunny, plant- 
filled living room. 

“We live comfortably, our sons and I. 
Bob Jr. will enter college this fall and 
Chris — he’s 14 — is in high school. 
Their education is assured. My hus- 
band’s salary and dependent benefits are 
mine to administer. 

““What else can I tell you?’’ Sara 
asked, an eager light in her eyes. 

When you think that there are 250 


then headquartered in Bangkok, now lo- 


cated in Hawaii. 


Smith also recalls that as their POW in- 
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MIAs just in California, and 2,489, in- 
cluding some civilians, nationwide; 
surely, eventually some valid informa- 
tion will-Jeak out. 

Sara leaned forward to arrange a 
magazine on the coffee table. Her brown 
hair, lightly touched with gray, veiled 
her face. ‘‘F’ve talked a lot, but it’s just 
this sort of thing that keeps our situation 
in the eyes of a busy public, a public 
that, I hope, will not forget. 

“*We want publicity, but not from the 
personal standpoint. Because over the 
years many of us have been subjected to 
hate letters and telephone calls. Some 
time ago, a man telephoned and said he 
was Vietnamese. He spoke with-an ac- 
cent. 

**He went on to tell me that he had 
seen my husband and that he was well 
and happy, living in a small village with 
his Vietnamese wife and children. 

“‘T went through the emotional gamut 
of being glad that Bob was alive and the 
searing thought that someone else had 
supplanted me in his heart. 

“‘When reason retumed, I knew that 
this was another cruel hoax. All com- 
munications are screened when possi- 
ble, but few of these sick people leave 
any trace of themselves. 

“‘Life is not all gloom and doom. I am 
active in the MIA group here. It’s a 
support group. There are some who 
can’t cope and some who can. Many 
women succumb to despair and some 
form alliances with a man. A man, prob- 
ably a fine one, who can give them the 
security and love without the commit- 
ment of marriage. For some, it’s the only 
solution, and no one blames them.”’ 

She paused. ‘‘Yes, I too have given 
way to loneliness. There have been in- 
terludes, but nothing permanent.”’ Her 
tone held a note of defiance. ‘‘I’m hu- 
man, too. 

“Tl be 40 years old before too long. 
A supposed turning point in every 
woman’s life. Have the years been 
wasted? No, not ait all. [have been useful 
to the MIA movement and have had 
great joy in my children, who inherited 
their father’s courage and honesty. That 
has made it easier for me in the role of a 
single parent.”’ She paused. ‘‘Except 
that I am not single.” 

Courage showed in every gesture of 
Sara West as she said goodbye. 

She smiled. ‘‘I expect that dreaded 
birthday will come along and 1’ll be 
doing just what I’m doing today. Wait- 
ing as I’ve done for 12 years. Waiting 
and creading Waiting and praying.’’ 

—~ Marian Hodgkinson 
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General Mobutu (now president) poses after 
5 Commando inspection. Hoare’s 
mercenaries were required to be soldiers 
first and give the right image — 
clean-shaven every day, no camouflage, no 
fatigue caps. 
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66 AD Mike’’ Hoare: a living defi- 

nition of a professional adventur- 
er and the most famous mercenary of the 
Congo and of our time. Was he amadman or 
merely one of the few sane people in the 
Congo? 

According to Robin Griffin, sergeant in 5 
Commando, journalist and one-time par- 
liamentary correspondent for the Daily 
News in South Africa, the colonel was a 
natural-born leader, not only of men in the 
field but of politicians in parliament. He led 
from the front, he led by example. He in- 
spired a terrific amount of loyalty and in- 
stilled the right sort of pride in 5 Comman- 
do. And he certainly wasn’t mad. 

‘*He was very much the colonel. Occa- 
sionally he would show off to keep up his 
image. Once the front of our column — not 
a 100 yards ahead — was ambushed and we 
all leaped into ditches on the side of the road 
and kept our heads down. The colonel 
ordered an officer up to the front to sort out 
the nonsense and then ordered his driver to 
get his map table and chair out and set them 
up in the middle of the road. He then sat 
down and started studying his maps as we 
sheepishly crawled out of the ditches. 

‘*Pure ham on his part, but, by God, it 
was impressive — and excellent for morale. 

“Command depended on personality, 
and the colonel certainly had it. On one 
occasion we refused to go on parade be- 
cause we hadn’t gotten paid. There were 
250 of us against him and RSM Sam Cas- 
sidy. He said he wouldn’t talk to us till we 
went on parade. So we sat around for a few 
hours and then decided to go on parade. 

‘*He went through his inspection routine, 
crapped on some of us about haircuts and 
not shaving, then he gathered us around 
informally and told us he couldn’t guarantee 
we would get paid, but he would do every- 
thing in his power to see we were. Those 
who wanted to fight on that basis could stay, 
the rest could go back to Johannesburg with 
no bad feelings. About 20 men left, the rest 
of us gave the colonel three cheers and got 
on with the job. Later, we got our money. 

‘‘The Congo was an evil place. The Sim- 
bas and Belgian mercenaries used to shoot 
prisoners. We even saw evidence of prison- 
ers having been eaten. There were no West- 
em standards at all. It was one huge steam- 
ing jungle and we felt horrible a lot of the 
time. But the old boy insisted that what we 
were doing was right and good. 

“‘He was a stickler for bullshit. We had to 
shave every day and couldn’t wear camou- 
flage uniforms — it was ridiculous. He even 
sent guys home for wearing the wrong color 
berets. But in a place where you could be- 
come a cannibal yourself in three months if 
you let yourself go, he was right.”’ 

How does Colonel Mike Hoare view his 
time spent in the Congo? And what are his 
secrets on leading men? In this exclusive 
interview, ‘‘Mad Mike’’ shares his thoughts 
on soldiering, madness and the nature of 
war. 

Q: In the Congo the Americans used to 
refer to you behind your back as a Boy Scout 
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TOP: Mike Hoare (right) recovers the 
abandoned jeep of two of his men who were 
tortured and killed in Kalamata, Katanga, 
in 1961. 


ABOVE: Left to right, Pipe-Major Sandy 
King, Mike Hoare and RSM Jack 
Carton-Barber at a 1975 reunion of the 
Wild Geese in Johannesburg. 


soldier. Why do you think this was? 

A: (laughter) It’s the first time I’ve ever 
heard that, but I understand it. My views on 
soldiering aren’t radical, but I’m a great 
believer in the maintenance of morale, par- 
ticularly in action. Morale suffers with aw- 
ful conditions, fright, irregular meals and 
when you’re living in a foxhole. You’ve got 
to do something to maintain morale because 
a man can go downhill so rapidly. It’s best 
to keep up your personal appearance by 
shaving and washing every day even though 
it’s very difficult to do with limited water. 
But having made the effort to clean yourself 
up, you feel better straight-away. So I had 
an inflexible rule that my men had to shave 
every day. 

Another reason was that the Belgian mer- 
cenaries in the Congo — those not under my 
command — were ill-disciplined, unkempt, 


and delighted in heavy beards. They had the 
name Les Affreux, The Frightful Ones, and 
they rejoiced in that image. Now that’s unsol- 
dierly. You don’t want to look like a bloody 
thug, it doesn’t give the right image. I remem- 
ber some of these blokes very well in Katanga 
in 1961 with their heavy beards, bandoleers, 
grenade stuck in the belt, rolled-down socks, 
and invariably those shorts — you know, the 
ones that were so short that their balls were 
hanging out. My God, can you imagine such a 
thing? That was my idea of hell and I never 
wanted that in my units. So I outlawed fancy 
dress. For me, fancy dress means a camou- 
flage jacket and trousers. 

Now the average mercenary loves dress- 
ing up, he loves the grenades, the beard, the 
whole business, but it’s not part of soldier- 
ing, really. The fatigue cap was the thing I 
loathed more than anything else. My men 
had to be properly dressed at all times, and I 
suppose that’s what gave rise to this peculiar 
image. 

Q: According to the legend you are an 
exceptional leader of men. What are your 
secrets? 

A: I don’t know about exceptional. I base 
my practice in leadership on one observa- 
tion, and it is this: A worthy commander 
must care for his men. The real leader today 
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gives an example his men can follow. If you 
are going to be worth following, your own 
life must be of a very high standard. The 
really great leaders are puritanical, like 
Montgomery. He never had all the comforts 
and denied them to his men. 

But talk about caring, and Nelson is the 
supreme example. Nelson gained his vast 
reputation in the Royal Navy as a young 
captain in the days when he made sure the 
men’s food was edible. Now that’s what I 
call caring for men. Unless you put the men 
first what are you? You are nothing. 

The average officer and NCO never stud- 
ies how to lead, he feels you’re either a born 
leader or you are not. But you can be taught. 


wef. 


‘COLONEL HOARE AT 
HOME 


“*‘Goon,** he laughed. ““‘The word 

fairly springs to the lips!”’ 

_, Irish whiskey in a crockery bottle had 
been passed the second time and we sat 
in Hoare’s study, talking about 25-year- 
old Vietnam veterans, the million men 
who say they served in the British SAS 
and other mythical animals, Colonel 
‘Mike Hoare — the grand old man of 20th 
century contract soldiering had been re- 
leased from South African prison a week 
before — moistened his lips with whis- 
key and regaled me with another adven- 
fure.. a , 

Hoare had paddled wild South Afri- 

can rivers and the’ Okavango swamp, 
traversed the mountainous plateau of 
Lesotho on horseback, sought the Lost 
City of the Kalahari, sailed the Indian 
Ocean and played the latter-day Law- 
rence across the Congo. I had devoured 
Mercenary in my teens, and was awed 
by the length of the time line joining his 
adventures, but I’d expected to meet 
someone different. Maybe I'd expected 
to meet a goon. : 

Of course, Hoare shouldn’t have 
proved a swaggering, drunken, foul- 
mouthed, cammie-clad, comic-opera 
commando. He’s lived too long for that. 
But he could’ve been a humorless, cold- 
blooded, strutting: martinet. Printed 
photos from two decades ago are unsym- 


46 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


These are some pointers: 

Every man is different, and you’ve got to 
take an interest in him. Until you can 
address a man by his name he always feels 
he’s just a number, 

Early on I learned a very impressive trick 
with troops. I’d come on parade and say 
‘*When I come opposite you, shout out your 
name.’’ We’d do this and I’d remember the 
unusual names and I’d address them later. 
That had an immediate effect. Eventually 
when I had had enough practice at this I’d go 
down the ranks calling out their names. Of 
course I got a few wrong, but the practice 
always caused a stir. 

Be regimental. That is, be the same to the 


Col. Hoare, recently released from 
South African prison, permitted only 
one press interview, granted to SOF, 
Photo: Chris Hoare 


pathetic, since they are always taken on 
public occasions. They make him look 
like a toned-down Montgomery. And a 
televised confrontation with the snide 
and simpering Dick Cavett didn’t con- 
tribute to an accurate characterization of 
Mad Mike. 

My imaginary Col. Hoare would be:a 
little stiff. The creases in his tropical 
uniform would be too sharp. He would 
be organized, but not clever or unusually 
intelligent. And he would be vain 
enough to hire the wrong ghost writer. 

Hoare’s account of the war in the Con- 
go is all wrong for a “‘hired killer.”’ 
Certainly Mercenary could not have 
been written by the most famous 
mercenary of the 20th century. It was too 
structured, literate, precise, delicate in 
its expression and broad in its vision: At 
an ungenerous guess, the hired soldier 
had scholarly pretense. 

Thadn’t come to Hilton to get Hoare’s 
story. His son, Chris, a free-lancer from 
Durban, had been retained to write the 
Colonel’s biography for Soldier of For- 
tune, Dale Dye, SOF’s last executive 
editor, had sent me to South Africa to 
find Hoare, convince him to talk to me, 
and get a briefing on what to expect and 
what questions to’ask as I researched the 

Seychelles operation, (Watch for the 


men yesterday, today and tomorrow. Don’t 
be soft one day and hard another. If you are 
always the same it breeds confidence. 

Keep your relationship formal. Men 
don’t expect you to be a buddy. Private 
soldiers want to look up to their leaders but 
are very disappointed when they find 
you’ve got feet of clay. You need lots of 
self-discipline. As a leader, you have privi- 
leges and you must use them. 

You have to be sure you want to be a 
leader. As a leader you have to eschew 
popularity. You can’t go around drinking 
with the boys. You can’t be with them in the 
pub one night and order them around the 
next day. So you have to decide before you 


accounts of coup force officers Bernard 
Carey and Aubrey Brooks in a future 
issue of SOF.) All we knew of Hoare’s 
relations with the press was that Hoare 
didn’t like reporters. Dye decided I had - 
one advantage over other correspon- 
dents for this task: At least I wasn’t a 
formally trained journalist. 

That counted with Hoare. He had 
been harassed and slandered before pris- 
on and indignant headlines had pro- 
nounced a 10-year sentence levied on a 
soldier in his 60s a ‘‘wrist-slap.’’ Much 
of this was caused by ignorance of the 
development and function of mercenary 
troops, and a naive reliance on commu-~ 
nist revisions of history. 

We were both surprised. Hoare hadn’t 
expected a scholar and I hadn’t expected 
a renaissance man. I also learned that he 
was the unquestionable author of his 
books: Hoare speaks exactly as he 
writes, right down to paragraphing and 
quotations. 

Over. the course of a week, we dis- 
cussed religious writers, Greek history, 
medieval English drama, kayaking, sail- 
ing, motorcycling across Africa, the 
writings of Mohandas K , Ghandi and, of 
course, mercenary soldiering. But the 
best time was a long South African win- 
ter afternoon spent in the sunlit study 
while Hoare told what he had done in the 
Seychelles. Then he brought out a bottle 
and we drank and talked about — be- 
lieve it or not — early English language 
and Christopher Marlowe’s poetry. 
Hoare had memorized long tracts of 
Marlowe’s verse, and spoke profes- 
sionally and eloquently of Renaissance 
poets. He quoted freely from criticism 
and scholarship. Had Col. Hoare been 
Dr. Hoare, he would have been the best 
drama professor I’d met. 

I don’t expect that recommendation to 
have much impact on most SOF readers. 
But if you stop and think about the 
breadth of the man’s experience, the 
depth of his learning, his fame and (in 
certain quarters) his infamy, Mike Hoare 
can’t be the man described by detractors. 

He’s certainly not a goon.. 

— William Guthrie 
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become a leader if you would be happier in 
the ranks with the camaraderie of strong 
men, which is a wonderful feeling. 

As a leader you have other compensa- 
tions. 

Another thing you seldom read about is 
the ability to communicate. Kitchener is on 
record as never having spoken to anyone 
below the rank of major, and wasn’t it Wel- 
lington who said at Badajoz, Spain, ‘‘Dogs, 
do you want to live forever?’’ 

Communication is essential because in 
warfare the men must be fully informed as 
to what it is you’re trying to do. That’s 
harder to do than you imagine. The man 
who is vitally important is the trooper who 
usually knows nothing. So one of the things 
I always used to do in action was to go 
around and pick a man at random and ask 
what our intention was. If he didn’t know 
I'd reprimand his sergeant. 

Q: Your methods of training men are 
unconventional. What are your priorities? 

A: Mercenary soldiering is vastly differ- 
ent from regular army soldiering. You don’t 
need the degree of spit and polish and cere- 
mony, but you do need some of it because 
the people who are paying you want to see 
that you are soldierly. You must be able to 
put on a guard of honor and drill extremely 
well. 

Mercenary soldiers must look like sol- 
diers. But the keynote to all training is 
physical fitness. In the Congo I had over 
3,000 men. As soon as I discovered one was 
an alcoholic or a drug addict, they had to go. 
I'm not an evangelist, I can’t change their 
life, and I certainly can’t make them physi- 
cally fit in a short time. In Africa you are not 
training mercenaries for war so much as you 
are training them to stay alive. 

You get men fit by ordinary PT and sport. 
The best is football [soccer] and boxing. I 
was a great believer in route marching, but it 
seems to have gone out of fashion a bit. Ah, 
the discipline of route marching. And then 
when you’ve done a route march you’ ve got 
this magnificent feeling of having con- 
quered something and you’ve all done it 
together which has a tremendous effect on 
morale. 

Next is a thorough knowledge of all small 
arms so that a man would be completely 
interchangeable with any man in another 
unit who was specializing in one weapon. A 
mercenary must know all weapons. A 
mercenary by definition has no fixed estab- 
lishment. You use whatever you can get a 
hold of so training in a wide variety of 
weapons is essential. 

The third important point in training a 
fighting man is his ability to dig. When you 
get into action the earth is your greatest 
protection. There are great lines in Remar- 
que’s All Quiet on the Western Front where 
he talks about the affinity for earth. I can 
remember at Kohima seeing a man dig for 
his life with a spoon. 

There’s an art in digging. You don’t dig 
with a shovel or spade. You pick with a pick 
and remove with a shovel. It sounds so simple, 
but men need to be trained in it at length. 
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Q: You’ve said that mercenary troops 
should be used only under certain circum- 
stances. What are they? 

A: As a result of my experiences in 
Katanga and in the Congo, where we were 
used as an extension of an existing army, 
I’mconvinced that this is the proper way for 
mercenary troops to be used: fulfilling a 
specialist role either as a strike force or in 
doing something that the regular army can’t 
do for some reason. 

Thonestly thought that Katanga in ’61 and 
in the Congo in ’64-’65 was going to be the 
golden age of mercenary soldiering in Afri- 
ca. All the little countries were becoming 
independent, the colonial power was with- 
drawing and in some cases they were left 
naked and undefended. They had their own 
armies but they were untrained. People who 
had been lance corporals and corporals were 
now commanders with no background at 
all. They could have used mercenary sol- 
diers. But for a number of reasons my dream 
never came true. 

Unfortunately, some of the reasons have 
nothing to do with the countries but with the 
mercenaries themselves. They behaved 
badly, they were undisciplined and in some 
cases they committed atrocities, destroying 
any possibilities they might have had. 

Q: What sort of man makes a good 
mercenary? 

A: The basic requirement is a sense of 
adventure. We’ve all grown up with the 
thought that soldiering, action and fighting 
an enemy is adventure. It is not. It has no 
relationship to adventure but you don’t dis- 
cover that till very late on. It’s a well-held 
myth that warfare and adventure are one and 
the same thing. 

Strangely enough, the best soldiers are 
adventurers. They are prepared to face dan- 
ger, the unknown, and risk their life. In 
addition, there has to be some form of 
motivation. I used to tell chaps: if you’ve 
come for the money and only the money, 
you won’t last. Even though the money for 
privates was good, at three in the moming in 
a foxhole you’ll say to yourself, ‘I can earn 
money easier than this.’ So you had to be 
motivated by something else. In those days 
it was too much to expect a highly de- 
veloped anti-communist sense — that has 
developed since then. 

A chap has to want to do mercenary sol- 
diering basically for the love of soldiering 
itself, and that calls for self-discipline. The 
one who can administer his own discipline 
is the type who makes a good mercenary. 

Certain nationalities made good merce- 
naries. Germans of the old stock were sol- 
diers of the first order. They were extremely 
brave unlike the other type of German from 
the “‘hair-net brigade.’’ Australians make 
good mercenaries because they are almost 
by definition independent and ‘‘cussed.”’ 
They don’t take well to formalized training. 
South Africans and Rhodesians were good. 
But their predilection for drinking is an 
absolute curse. According to the Con- 
golese, the South Africans and Rhodesians 
were always drinking, the Germans always 


I'D FIGHT 
FOR 
RHODESIA 


TOP: A December 1965 bill of a South 
African newspaper. 


ABOVE: Mike Hoare addresses a reunion 
of the Wild Geese in Johannesburg in 1975. 


eating and the Belgians were always chas- 
ing girls. 

Q: How do you maintain discipline in a 
mercenary outfit when there is no Army Act 
or equivalent to back you up? 

A: This is one of the big differences be- 
tween mercenaries and the regular army. 
The most potent means of maintaining dis- 
cipline, and one which I didn’t like to revert 
to but which I did occasionally, is stoppage 
of pay. Stopping a soldier’s works in most 
cases as a disciplinary measure, but it leaves 
a residue of ill-feeling. 

At the lower levels, sergeants or section 
leaders would be chosen very carefully as 
men of character and great ability, and near- 
ly all of them were very useful with their 
hands. They maintained discipline at some 
time or another by instilling it with their 
fists. 


Continued on page 144 
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SOF MEDITERRANEAN 


OPPERS ON 


CYPRUS 


U.N. Peacekeepers with a Badge 


IERHAPS the most unusual police force 

in the world today operates on the island 
of Cyprus. The United Nations Civilian 
Police (UNCIVPOL) of the United Nations 
Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP) holds this dis- 
tinction because it’s the only actual police 
force the United Nations deploys (although 
all U.N.-force operations are supposed to be 
“police actions’’), and because of its multi- 
national composition. 

UNFICYP’s inception was directly re- 
lated to events which started in December 
1963 when Greek and Turkish Cypriots 
again rose against each other in intercom- 
munal conflict — the second time in a dec- 
ade the island was engulfed in strife. Three 
months later, in March 1964, the United 
Nations established a multinational peace- 
keeping force on the island with full agree- 


Map indicates sectors of control of U.N. 
forces along the buffer zone between Greek 
and Turkish Cypriot communities. Swedish 
and Australian police contingent handle 
civilian legal disputes within the zone itself. 
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ment of the Cypriot government, Greece, 
Turkey and Great Britain, to keep peace and 
allow the United Nations to help the two 
communities reach an understanding. UN- 
FICYP was composed of troops from Aus- 
tria, Australia, Canada, Denmark, Finland, 
Ireland, Sweden and Great Britain, each 
assigned a sector along the line of demarca- 
tion between the two Cypriot communities, 
Their primary task was to monitor military 
activities of each faction to ensure the status 
quo; police operations, especially within the 
buffer zone, remained a thorny issue. 
Since 1964 policing the island has been a 
problem because Turkish Cypriots did not 
trust the Greek-controlled Cyprus police, 
and the Greek Cypriots didn’t trust any Turk- 
ish Cypriot policeman. (At that time there 
were actually more Turkish than Greek Cyp- 
riot policemen although the population ba- 
lance favored the Greek community by near- 
ly 80 percent). This situation created a major 
problem and in order to resolve it, UN- 
FICYP decided to raise a multinational civi- 
lian police component — a novel and 


experimental departure from usual practice. 

In previous U.N. operations police duties 
of all kinds had been carried out by the 
military provost. However, it was consid- 
ered a diplomatic and constructive step to 
introduce civilian police into the U.N. 
peace-keeping effort. When it came to the 
point of settling disputes and complaints 
typical in civil law the world over, it would 
be easier for a U.N. civil policeman to be 
accepted by Greek and Turk alike than it 
would be for a U.N. soldier. 

For a succession of 20 years policemen 
from Australia, Austria, Denmark, New 
Zealand and Sweden have carried out their 
duties in Cyprus with patience and persever- 
ence. Their responsibility to observe, 
advise and negotiate is conducted without 
any executive authority or direct powers of 


Special Platoon members of MIAU are 
chosen from the best in the unit. They train 
continuously in anti-terrorist operations 
such as live-fire, anti-ambush 
confrontations. Photo: Michael R. Doyle 
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MOBILE IMMEDIATE 
ACTION UNIT 


During my stay in Cyprus I was sur- 
prised to learn this 400-strong group of 
Greek Cypriot policemen are trained and 
equipped as commandos. 

Members of this paramilitary wing of 
the Cyprus Police have all completed 
their six-month basic police training 
course and all have had street experience 
as uniformed police officers. Upon 
acceptance into the MIAU, new mem- 
bers undergo a three-month commando 
training course. The course lays the 
groundwork for further special opera- 
tions training and readies MIAU mem- 
bers for their role as elite troops in sup- 
port of the Greek Cypriot government in 
any actions against an invading Turkish 
Armny. 

MIAU consists of five duty com- 
panies and a special task force platoon of 
50 men. Special task force platoon mem- 
bers are selected from among the best of 
the unit and train continuously in SAS- 
type anti-terrorist techniques, Training 
includes anti-hijack operations, hostage 
rescue, VIP protection, shooting full 
auto from speeding cars, shooting full 
auto at speeding cars, rock climbing, 
combat pistol shooting, sniper training, 
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Unarmed combat is only one phase of 
intensive training required of all Greek 
Cypriot MIAU candidates. Photo: 
Michael R. Doyle 


unarmed combat and other commando 
infantry skills. 

The remaining five companies rotate 
duties: four remain in the field while one 
stays in continuous training. Policemen 
normally serve in MIAU for three to four 
years before returning to routine police 
duties. 

The day-to-day duties of MIAU in- 
clude a reaction team on standby for 
emergency deployment in case of civil 


TOP: Beret badge of Cypriot MIAU 
(Mobile Immediate Action Unit). Police is 
spelled out in both Turkish and Greek. 


ABOVE: Shoulder tab and patch of MIAU. 
Police is spelled out in both Greek and 
English. 


LEFT: Ever-present threat of terrorist 
attacks against sensitive targets, including 
United States and Israeli embassies, keep 
elite MIAU members on guard. 


Photos: Michael R. Doyle 


disturbance or terrorist incident, natural 
disaster, or enemy invasion. They are 
also on duty at sensitive installations, 
such as the Israeli and American embas- 
sies, and monitor public gatherings 
where a security threat might exist. 

The commander of MIAU is Chief 
Superintendent Costas Papacostas, a 
former National Guard colonel who was 
transferred to the Cyprus Police to raise 
and train MIAU. His responsibilities 
also include maintaining a.close liaison 
with leading European paramilitary 
police and military anti-terrorist units. 

MIAU members wear National Guard 
commando camouflage fatigues similar 
to those worn by the French in the Alge- 
rian campaign of the early 1960s. Their 
distinctive yellow and black MIAU tab 
and patch is positioned on the left shoul- 
der, and headgear consists of a black 
beret with the Cyprus Police badge. 
They are usually seen armed with Egyp- 
tian Maadi AKMs although the unit does 
have a full range of specialist weapons 
available. 

My impression of the MIAU force 
was highly favorable. They are a tough 
and professional group of soldier- 
policemen, perhaps some of the best I’ ve 
encountered. My advice to anyone plan- 
ning on tangling with MIAU? Put suc- 
cinctly, don’t. 
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arrest, search, or interrogation; they go 
about their duties on Cyprus unarmed 
although in most cases it’s normal practice 
in their own countries to carry side arms. 
The Cypriots notice this courtesy and 
appreciate the adherence to the principle of 
peaceful intervention by this small band of 
foreign policemen. 

At its inception the force strength of UN- 
CIVPOL was relatively small. It comprised 
only 174 men: 40 each from Australia, Den- 
mark and Sweden, 34 from Austria and 20 
from New Zealand. 

Australian and Austrian detachments 
each increased by 10 when New Zealand 
withdrew its 20-man detachment in June 
1968. Due to the Turkish invasion of Cy- 
prus in 1974, further reductions in UNCIV- 
POL strength were made when the Danish 
Civilian Police withdrew, followed by the 
Austrian Civilian Police in July 1977. To- 
day UNCIVPOL is composed of only Aus- 
tralian and Swedish policemen. 

Prior to 1974 the Australian Civilian 
Police Contingent (AUSTCIVPOL) was de- 
ployed islandwide and consisted of up to 50 
policemen drawn from the various states of 


LEFT: Obstacle course is only one phase of 
MIAU training. Candidates must be fully 
versed in combat shooting and sniper 
employment, rock climbing, hostage rescue, 
and other commando infantry skills. 


BELOW LEFT: MIAU live-firing exercise 
as unit members protect a VIP against an 
assassination attempt. 


BELOW: MIAU candidates, already 
experienced police officers, ust undergo a 
three-month commando training course 
prior to acceptance into the unit. 


Photos: Michael R. Doyle 
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Australia, and from its Federal Force. The 
withdrawal of the states’ police contingent 
left only the Australian Federal Police to 
provide the current membership. 

Today their activities are concentrated in 
the buffer zone separating the Greek and 
Turkish Cypriot areas of control, principal- 
ly the three western sectors (1, 2 and 4; 
Sector 3 was incorporated into the surround- 
ing sectors). AUSTCIVPOL currently num- 
bers some 20 officers and men, each serving 


THE ROOT OF THE 
PROBLEM 


For centuries Cyprus has been occu- 
pied by every power which happened to 
be throwing its weight around the east- 
em Mediterranean. Egyptians, Phoeni- 
cians, Persians and Assyrians have all 
occupied the island. Since 1500 B.C. its 
contact with Greece has greatly influ- 
enced Cypriot civilization. 

In 58 B.C. the Romans annexed 
Cyprus; it later became part of the 
Byzantine Empire, and eventually came 
under the control of the English Crusad- 
er King, Richard I. Richard bestowed 
Cyprus on one of his Crusaders, and the 
Lusignan Dynasty ruled for several gen- 
erations until the island became part of 
the Venetian empire in the {5th century. 
After a brief return to Egyptian rule in 
1426, Cyprus again became a Venetian 
possession until its conquest by Ottoman 
Turks in 1570-71. 

Sovereign Turkish rule lasted until 
1878. The Ottoman empire was crum- 
bling and Russia was jockeying to in- 
vade Turkey. Great Britain promised to 
back Turkey against any aggression by 
Russia, and to provide major loans in 
retum for control of Cyprus. 

The British ruled Cyprus through the 
existing Turkish administration until 
November 1914 when Turkey chose to 
back the wrong side in World War I. 
Cyprus was. annexed ‘to’ the British 
Crown, offered to Greece 12 months 
later (they declined the “‘pift’’) and 
eventually became a Crown Colony in 
1925. 

Following the war there was a marked 
increase of Greek nationalism on Cyprus 
and the Greek Cypriot dream of enosis 
— a union of Cyprus with Greece — 
became stronger than ever. World War 
Il interrupted this nationalistic fervor 
and Cypriot units were raised to fight the 
Axis powers. 

This military experience was brought 
to bear in 1955 when the EOKA, a 
nationalist movement led by General 
George Grivas, fought as terrorist insur- 
gents against British troops occupying 
Cyprus. The British won, as they usually 
do. In 1960 an agreement was reached 
between Britain, Greece, Turkey and the 
two Cypriot communities. that Cyprus, 
rather than becoming patt-of Greece, 
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a 12-month tour of duty. Approximately 
600 Australian policemen have served with 


UNFICY?P since 1964. 


Continued on page 114 


Author greets Greek Cypriot Minister for 
the Interior and Defense during minister’s 
first interview with a foreign journalist. 
Photo: Maj. R.IL.M. MacArthur, R.E., 
UNFICYP 


. Station Sergeant of the Australian 
Civilian Police (AUSCIVPOL) represents 
the United Nations Civilian Police on 
strife-torn Cyprus. Today only 
Australian and Swedish policemen ‘‘keep 
the peace’’ in the buffer zone between 
Greek and Turkish Cypriot 
communities. Photo: Maj. R.I.M. 
MacArthur, R.E., UNFICYP 


would be an independent, non-aligned 
country with a power-sharing constitu- 
tion. Seen 
* This constitution also ceded the Brit- 
ish military bases at Akrotiri and 
Dhekelia to Great Britain. British troops 
withdrew to these bases and a few other 
Sites they held around the island by trea- 
-ty agreement. (The British military 
‘bases are British Crown Territory, really 
a part of England, in the same manner as 
Gibraltar and the Falklands.) 

After only three years of independ- 
ence, Archbishop Makarios III, the 
Greek president of Cyprus, demanded 
the constitution be changed to a major- 
ity-vote system instead of the power- 
sharing government agreed upon for in- 
dependence. The Turks walked out of 
the government saying they would not 
be dominated by Greeks. 

Turkish Cypriots fortified their vil- 
lages and refused to recognize the au- 
thority of the Cyprus government over 
them. The government tried to impose 
its control over the Turkish enclaves and 
heavy fighting broke out — to include 
the use of artillery and other heavy 
weapons. 

British troops moved out around the 
island to separate the two communities. 


~The situation rapidly internationalized, 
“and in 1964 a U.N. peace-keeping force, 


the United Nations Force in Cyprus, was 
established. 

In spite of the U.N. presence, attacks 
by Turkish and Greek Cypriots on each 
other continued. 

In 1974 the EOKA and Cypriot 
National Guard (the Greek Cypriot 
army), in collusion with the military jun- 
ta ruling Greece, launched a coup 
against Makarios and replaced him with 


““enosis-leaning Nikos Sampson. This 
‘--new president ordered the National 


Guard to ‘‘clean up’’ a few of the forti- 
fied Turkish Cypriot enclaves. The 


National Guard attacked three unde- 
© fended villages north of Famagusta and 
«there was heavy loss of life: in those 
‘» villages. coal 


This particular incident, along with 


~ the failure of Britain and Greece to fulfill 
’ their obligation as guarantors of the 1960 


constitution, led directly to the Turkish 
invasion of the island on 20 July 1974 on 
the pretext of restoring law and order and 
protecting the Turkish Cypriot minority. 
(However, Turkey had long hoped for 
this opportunity to neutralize the “‘Greek 


-.- dagger pointing at the belly of Turkey,”’ 
-- and their humanitarian considerations 
“were probably just an excuse.) - 


Turkey landed airborne and amphibi- 
ous troops who quickly occupied the 


_, northern 40 percent of the island despite 
~-< bitter fighting by the greatly outnum- 
.< bered National Guard. After U.N. in- 


tervention Turkish forces stabilized 
along its so-called ‘‘Attila Line’? and 
have declared the occupied area the Turk- 
ish Federated State of Kibris (Cypmus). 
UNFICYP redeployed from its island- 
wide positions at the end of the fighting 
to a buffer zone between the Turkish 
Army and the newly formed Cyprus Lib- 
eration Army —an amalgamation of the 
EOKA and National Guard. (The C.L.A 
has since been reformed as the National 


_ Guard for political reasons.) 


There have been numerous U.N.-~- 
sponsored talks between the two Cypriot 
communities in the hope of reunifying 


_ the island, but the basic conflict remains: 


The Greek community demands a Tark- 

ish withdrawal and the Turks demand 

guarantees of continued autonomy. 
Talks continue to this day, but so far 


they have come to naught. 
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SOF T&E 


South Africa’s 
40mm Six-Pack 


by Brady Ridgway 


SUPE 
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SPECIFICATIONS 


Weight (empty) 
Weight (loaded) 
Length 
(butt extended) 31.8 inches 
(butt folded) 22.64 inches 
Barrel length 12.20 inches 
Muzzle 
velocity 250 feet per second 
Maximum range 425 meters 
Minimum 
30 meters (combat) 
Maximum effective 
range. .. . 375 meters (area targets); 
150 meters (point targets) 
Manufacturer: Armaments Corpora- 
tion of South Africa Ltd., Private Bag 
X337, Pretoria 0001, South Africa 


FAR LEFT: Six-shot grenade launcher 
stands to replace single-shot versions 
already in use throughout the operational 
areas. Photo: Armscor 


LEFT: Metal stock can be folded over to 
provide more maneuverability within 
confined spaces while the two pistol grips 
still provide a stable firing platform. Photo: 
Armscor 


JANUARY 86 


ECESSITY has always bred invention. 

South Africa, now in its ninth year of 
the United Nations-initiated arms embargo, 
seems to be reaffirming this axiom with a 
vengeance. One of the newest weapons to 
roll off the government-sponsored Armscor 
(Armaments Corporation of South Africa 
Ltd.) production line is the 40mm multi- 
shot grenade launcher (MGL) — a small- 
unit support weapon designed to give troops 
in the bush more bang for the buck. 

Until now the South African Defense 
Force (SADF) has relied on the American- 
made M79 grenade launcher as its infantry 
small-arm support weapon, although 
Armscor has made its own version of a 
single-shot, break-open, breech-loaded gre- 
nade launcher. Relatively few of these 
bloopers are seen in SADF although the 
need for such a small-unit support weapon 
exists. 

The 40mm MGL seems to rely heavily 
upon the Striker (see ‘‘Striker — South Afri- 
ca’s Revolving Scattergun,’’ SOF, August 
’85) design concept, and this isn’t too sur- 
prising. Many locally produced South Afri- 
can weapons, including the Striker shotgun, 
trace their lineage to the Rhodesian war 


ABOVE: South Africa’s 40mm multishot 
grenade launcher. Photo: Armscor 


RIGHT: MGL loads like a swing-open 
revolver and can fire HE, smoke, gas, 
illumination, and anti-riot 40mm rounds. 
Photo: Armscor 
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where a home-grown arsenal developed dur- 
ing their arms embargo. At war’s end, both 
designers and designs found their way into 
South Africa’s armament industry. 

The new launcher is a semiautomatic, 
shoulder-fired weapon with a six-shot 
capacity. It’s equipped with a folding stock 
which adjusts to three positions. The metal 
stock is fully extended along the axis of the 
barrel for normal use, slightly elevated for 
long-range firing, and folded over and 
locked along the top of the barrel for maneu- 
verability in confined spaces. The MGL 
consists of a steel barrel rifled with a pro- 
gressive right-hand twist, spring-actuated 
revolving cylinder machined from light 
alloy, and a two-part steel frame — all 
coated with an anti-corrosive treatment and 
covered with dry film lubricant. 


The forward part of the frame holds the. 


barrel with attached pistol grip and includes 
the main beam, front shield with cylinder 
drive spring, gas cylinder and piston. The 
rear group consists of the rear shield, pistol 
grip and trigger mechanism; these are sus- 
pended on the main beam and can be hinged 
to the right. 

The package also includes an Armson 


OEG (occluded eye gunsight) assembly 
which is secured to the main beam by two 
screws. The adjustable OEG sight works on 
the single-point sight aiming theory, and is 
also found on the Striker shotgun. The firer 
sights with both eyes open, one directed into 
the OEG. The effect is to see the aiming spot 
superimposed on the target, and the col- 
limating sight assembly also includes a 


tadio-luminous lamp for spot contrast. 


This system of aiming is more accurate 
and less prone to damage than the conven- 
tional ladder-type sight found on the M79. 
A graduated scale allows the sight to be set 


‘at any range from 50-375 meters at intervals 


of 25 meters, and the sight is cammed to the 
left to automatically compensate for drift. 
To further the Iauncher’s aiming capability, 
it is also fitted with an artificial bore sight 
used to either zero the OEG or act as an iron 
sight in an emergency. : 
Operation of the weapon is fairly simple 
and quite safe. It is equipped with a lever- 
type, thumb-operated ambidextrous safety 
located just above and in front of the rear 
pistol grip. To load the launcher, the safety 


Continued on page 114 
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MAC 


ATTACK 


Poor Boy's SMG has Indigestion 


Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 


OWBOYS nailed villains and 

; fence posts with the Colt .45 
Peacemaker. FBI agents will forever 
be connected to Colonel Thompson’s 
submachine gun. And, although 
Hollywood heroes have destroyed evil 
from McQ through the Raid on 
Entebbe with the MAC 10, in the real 
world, such as the streets of Miami, it 
rests today in $500 alligator 
briefcases next to bags of cocaine and 
dirty money. The poor boy’s 
submachine gun refuses to die. 

Gordon B. Ingram has been 
designing submachine guns since 
shortly after World War II. At that 
time the M3/A1 Grease Gun was the 
standard issue U.S. SMG. Allowing 
for a possible M4, Ingram started his 
design nomenclature at M5, and 
came up with a thoroughly 
conventional weapon with a wooden 
buttstock, tubular receiver and barrel 
casing and adapted to the Reising 
12-round magazine. It was never put 
in production. 

The Model 6 — in external 
configuration more than a little like 
the Thompson — was manufactured 
by the Police Ordnance Company of 
Los Angeles and was purchased by 
the Cuban Navy (Batista regime), the 
Peruvian Army and the U.S. 
Constabulary in Puerto Rico. A 
prototype Model 7 was developed, 
identical to the M6, except that it 
fired from the closed-bolt position. 
Another modified version of the M6, 
called the M8, was produced in very 
small numbers in Thailand in 1954. 
Ingram again modifed the M6 in 
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1959, adding a retractable M3-type 
stock and other improvements and 
calling it the Model 9. Ingram Model 
6 submachine guns are still 
occasionally seen in U.S. collector 
circles. They sell for $600 to $800. 

Ingram began work on the M10 in 
1964. The first prototype was 
chambered for the 9mm Parabellum 
cartridge and used Sten magazines. 
In 1966 the U.S. Army obtained 
prototype number two and tests were 
conducted at Frankford Arsenal. 
While on his way to Vietnam to 
demonstrate counterinsurgency 
weapons manufactured by his firm, 
the Sionics Company, Mitchell L. 
Werbell III contacted Ingram to 
obtain M10 9mm number three and a 
.45 ACP version with sound 
suppressor. Shortly thereafter, 
Sionics obtained the manufacturing 
rights to both the M10 and the new 
M11, chambered for the .380 ACP 
cartridge. Ingram became chief 
engineer at Sionics in 1969. Early 
guns are marked with the plant’s 
location at that time, Powder 
Springs, Ga. A very few MAC M11s 
escaped from this factory marked 
“9MM AUTO” (for 9mm Kurz = 
-380 ACP) and into the hands of 
collectors. Most MAC M11 lower 
receiver bodies were altered by a 
shallow mill cut over the “9MM” and 
restamped “.380.” 

In 1970 a group of New York 
investors obtained controlling interest 
and moved the manufacturing facility 
to Marietta, Ga. The company was 
renamed “Military Armament 


Corporation” (MAC) and both 
Werbell and Ingram were shunted 
aside. The MAC M10 was hyped as 
the replacement for the U.S. 
Government’s Colt M1911A1 .45 
ACP pistol. This was not to be. 
Thank God. 

Without Werbell to tout the weapon 
by firing suppressed versions into 
phone books in the offices of 
Manhattan investment-banking firms, 
MAC declared bankruptcy under | 
Chapter 11 receivership in 1975. In 
1976 the inventory was auctioned off 
to pay corporate debts. It included 
2,500 M10/9mm SMGs, 6,400 
M10/.45 ACP SMGs, 175 M11/.380 
ACP SMGs, 1,000 M10/9mm 
suppressors, 875 M10/.45 ACP 
suppressors and 50 M11/.380 ACP 
suppressors. In the late 1970s 
so-called “pre-auction” MAC M10 
submachine guns in both 9mm 
Parabellum and .45 ACP could be 
purchased from Class 3 dealers for 
about $85, having been sold at the 
auction for less than $20 each. 

By 1978 the MAC was back in 
production by RPB Industries, Inc. of 
Atlanta, Ga. While M10 and M11 
submachine guns were manufactured, 
RPB focused on the domestic market 
and great emphasis was placed on 
semiautomatic-only pistol and 
carbine versions. Conversion to 
full-auto proved simple and became 
popular with drug pushers and pimps 
from Florida to California. The BATF 
shut down the RPB operation several 
years ago. 

There was another auction. Now 
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Class 3 dealers, their “expertise” 
purchased each year with a $200 
license fee, hawk “‘pre-auction’”” RPBs 
at local gun shows for $400 to $600. 
Hilarious. 

Leatherwood Enterprises, now 
operating under the name Military 
Armament Corp. (Dept. SOF, P.O. 
Drawer 111, Lingleville, TX 
76461-0111) currently manufactures 
a semiauto-only .45 ACP/9mm 
Parabellum pistol version called the 
MAC M10AI1. They filed for 
bankruptcy a year ago. Modified 
versions of the MAC M10/M11 are 
now manufactured by S.W.D., Inc. 
(Dept. SOF, 1872 Marietta Blvd., 
Atlanta, GA 30318). One of them, the 
M11/9mm submachine gun, is the 
subject of this column’s test and 
evaluation. 

More than 20 countries purchased 
the original MAC M10/11 Ingram- 
series submachine gun, mostly in 
very small quantities (50 to 1,000), 
for use by special operations groups 
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Firing the MAC M11, caliber .380 ACP. 
Five- to six-round bursts are the norm 
due to the high cyclic rate — over 
1,200 rpm. 


and assassination teams. Among 
them were: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Guatemala, Indonesia, Israel, Jordan, 
Korea, Mexico, Portugal, Saudi 
Arabia, Spain, Thailand, Venezuela 
and Yugoslavia. What exactly were 
they buying? 

Blowback operated, both the M10 
and M11 fire from the open-bolt 
position. Their single most salient 
feature is compactness, achieved by 
means of a rectangular telescoping 
bolt copied from the early Czech 
designs. With the stock removed, the 
M10’s overall length is 10.5 inches 
and that of the M11 but 8.75 inches. 
The barrel lengths are 5.75 and 5.06 
inches, respectively, and all barrels 
are externally threaded to accept the 
Sionics-type sound suppressor. The 
M10 weighs 6.25 pounds, empty, and 


the M11 only 3.5 pounds. 

The wrap-around bolt’s firing pin 
and face are located far back to 
permit the greater part of the bolt 
body to envelop the barrel. A 
spring-loaded extractor is held in 
place with a roll-pin — impossible to 
remove without a punch which 
usually destroys the pin in the 
attempt. 

The recoil spring and quide rod 
travel through a hole drilled the 
length of the bolt body. And guess 
what? They’re retained by yet 
another roll-pin. The ejector, a steel 
rod, moves through a parallel 
channel and projects through the bolt 
face during the recoil momentum. 
Both the ejector and guide rod are 
attached to a steel backplate covered 
by a synthetic rubber buffer. 

Protruding through the top of the 
upper receiver is the retracting knob. 
Like the Thompson M1921/28 series, 
a U-notch has been cut in the 
cocking knob to clear the line of 
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sight. When the bolt is closed, the 
retracting knob can be rotated 90 
degrees in either direction to lock the 
bolt. Don’t ask me why. [ve been 
told this feature prevents an opponent 
who has grabbed the weapon from 
shooting you. But, such a scenario is 
little more than a novice’s fevered 
nightmare. 

Both upper and lower receivers are 
fabricated from stamped sheet metal 
and are substantial. They are 
phosphate finished. The barrels are 
permanently attached to the upper 
receiver body by another roll-pin. 

A hand strap is attached to the 
barrel just in front of the upper 
receiver by a pivoting sling swivel. It’s 
supposed to counter muzzle climb 
and prevent the support hand from 
sliding forward in front of the muzzle. 
In use, it’s noisy and almost 
impossible to insert two fingers into 
the strap’s loop under the time 
constraints of a stress environment. 
In any event, the strap is usually 
disregarded, as these weapons are 
commonly fired with the Sionics 
sound suppressor in place, which 
serves as a forearm when equipped 
with a neoprene or Nomex cover. 

The front sight’s protective ears, a 
single U-shaped pressing, is welded 
to the upper receiver. On the MAC 
M10, the front sight itself is nothing 
more than a bent strip from the 
bottom of the protective ears’ 
stamping. A bit more elaborate on 
the MAC M11, the round front sight 
post is adjustable for elevation zero 
by 180-degree movements and held 
in place by an allen-head screw. 

The upper and lower receivers are 
connected by a pin at the muzzle end. 
Nothing prevents this pin from falling 
out on the MAC M10. A 
spring-loaded receiver pin catch was 
added to the MAC M11 to prevent 
this misfortune. The lower receiver 
body contains the serial number 
(hence the unrestricted sale of MAC 
upper receivers), trigger mechanism 
and magazine well. A hole in the 
extended portion of the backplate 
(welded to the end of the lower 
receiver) serves as a rear sight 
aperture. 

The magazine well is located in the 
pistol grip and the housing is welded 
to the lower receiver. While this 
provides a solid support for the 
magazines and permits them to be 
changed rapidly, even in the dark, it 
requires a grip-to-frame angle of 90 
degrees, far more awkward than that 
found on submachine guns like the 
Sterling or Beretta Model 12S. A 
plastic grip extender is screwed to the 
rear of the magazine well. The 
magazine catch release is located in 
an undesirable position at the bottom 
of the pistol grip. 
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ABOVE: MAC M11, caliber .380 ACP 
magazine loader with Cobray logo. 


BELOW: S.W.D., Inc. M11/9mm 
submachine gun field-stripped. 


After analysis by high-speed 
photography it was determined that 
the feed angle on the MAC M10/9mm 
was incorrect. The angle was altered 
on the MAC M10/.45 ACP, but 
production proceeded on the 9mm 
version without modification and this 
model is subject to unreliable feeding. 
Caveat emptor. The feed ramp on 


BELOW: Trigger mechanism of the 
M11/9mm submachine gun. 


MAC M10 


Caliber 9mm Parabellum 


Operation ........-... Unlocked blowback. Fires from the open-bolt position. 
Selective-fire: semiautomatic or full-auto modes. 


Cyclic rate ..........1,200 rpm 


Feed mechanism ....32-rd. staggered box; single-position feed. Zytel con- 
struction. 


Weight, empty....... 3.75 pounds 
Length ; 


stock retracted ....13 inches 


stock extended ....23 inches 
5.25 inches 


Protected, fixed front post; fixed aperture rear set for 
100 meters. 


Complete with cleaning rod, wrist strap, magazine 
loader and one magazine. 


$218 to Class 3 dealers 


Manufacturer........ S.W.D., Inc., Dept. SOF, 1872 Marietta Blvd., Atlanta, 
GA 30318. 
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these submachine guns is nothing 
more than a bent piece of sheet metal 
spot welded to the lower receiver. 

The MAC M10/.45 ACP uses the 
M3 Grease Gun magazine, which is 
altered to mate with the three points 
of contact in the magazine well. This 
single-position-feed, 30-round 
magazine is, without doubt, one of 
the worst submachine magazines 
ever designed and produced. But it 
was cheap and available. The MAC 
M10/9mm accepts a slightly modified 
Walther MPL 32-round magazine. 
This wedge-shaped, two-position feed 
magazine is excellent. MAC M11/.380 
ACP magazines are of two capacities: 
16 and 32 rounds, both 
single-position feed. A standard M3 
magazine loader (stamped as were 
the magazines with the Cobray logo) 
was available for the MAC M10/.45 
ACP. A scaled-down version was 
made for the MAC M11/.380 ACP. 

The trigger mechanism is housed 
within the lower receiver. The trigger 
itself is L-shaped. When the trigger is 
pulled with the selector set to 
full-auto, the long portion of the L, an 
extension bar, drops and a 
spring-loaded catch mounted to the 
front of the bar holds down the sear 
until the trigger is released. When the 
selector is set to semiautomatic, a 
shaft, connected to the selector, 
rotates and cams back a tripping 
lever under the sear catch. The head 
of the tripping lever lifts up at the 
same time. As the bolt moves 
forward it strikes against the tripping 
head and drives it forward and down. 
The end under the sear catch forces 
the catch back off the sear and the 
sear rises to stop the bolt. The trigger 
must be released to move the sear 
catch back over the sear. The safety 
moves a bar under the sear to 
prevent its rotation downward. 

The selector lever is located in an 
inept position on the left side of the 
lower receiver, forward of the trigger 
guard, and can be rotated 
continuously in either direction. On 
the MAC M10 the lever is detented in 
two positions: “SEMI” and “FULL.” 
There are no detents on the MAC 
M11 and you must visually inspect 
the selector lever’s position. The 
safety is located on the right side of 
the lower receiver directly above the 
trigger guard and the rearmost 
position is marked “SAFE.” Slide the 
catch forward to “FIRE.” 

One could live with all of the 
MAC’s minor idiosyncrasies were it 
not for its major flaw: The cyclic rate 
in every version is close to 1,200 rpm. 
Submachine guns should ideally fire 
between 500-600 rpm. A bullet hose 
serves only the ends defined by movie 
producers. Only the most highly 
trained operators can muster the 
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ABOVE: Firing the S.W.D., Inc. 
M11/9mm submachine gun, caliber 
9mm Parabellum. 


RIGHT: MAC lineup: Original Ingram’s 
M10 in .45 ACP (top), S.W.D., Inc. 
M11 in 9mm Parabellum (center) and a 
rare example of the M11 in .380 ACP 
(bottom). Note that it is stamped 9MM 
AUTO rather than .380 ACP. 


BELOW: Capt. Robert K. Brown 
demonstrates the MAC M10 to 
reporters. Photo: Robert K. Brown 
collection 


ABOVE: Robert Brown wears the 
military holster for the MAC. In the 
early ’60s there was talk of making the 
MAC the official military side arm. 
Photo: Robert K. Brown collection 
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trigger discipline required to produce 
consistent two-to-three-shot bursts 
with a MAC submachine gun. Hit 
probability decreases as the length of 
the burst increases. 

The new M11/9mm submachine 
gun is the same breed of cat with 
some different spots. At 11.25 inches 
without the stock, it’s actually %-inch 
longer than the MAC M10. But, at 
3.75 pounds, empty, it’s only 
¥,-pound heavier than a MAC M11. 
The maximum width is 1.36 inches, 
identical to that of the MAC M11. 

There are other differences. The 
firing pin is no longer milled into the 
bolt face, except on the earliest 
specimens. A sheet-metal stamping, 
it now rocks back and forth on a steel 
pin and can be easily removed. While 
the cocking knob can no longer be 
rotated 90 degrees to lock the action 
in the closed position, doing so with 
the bolt retracted, just past fully 
cocked, will lock the action in the 
open position. There is now a receiver 
pin lock within a hollow receiver pin 
— in the manner of the M60’s top 


Continued on page 108 
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al Un 7, _ SOF CENTRAL AMERICA 


Swift Boats Off Central America 


HEN you land at Amapala Naval 
Base on Tiger Island you are struck 

with two things: tremendous thirst and the 

feeling that you have been there before. 

Thirst never leaves, but deja vu dwindles: 

... this can’t be Parris Island. 

In my many journeys to Central America 
I’ve rarely been impressed by military bases Text & Photos by Francisco Carberry 


after a while you realize that you’re on a 
dead volcano and everyone speaks Spanish 


A sailor mans the .50-cal. as a Piranha cuts 
the water off the coast of Honduras. 


or units. I find a lot to criticize about Central 
American armed forces. Sloppiness, poor 
or non-existent discipline, low or no 
morale, piss-poor training and a general 
lack of professionalism are the norm. 

Not so at Amapala Naval Base, the home 
of Esquadron Naval del Pacifico, the Hon- 
duran Pacific Naval Squadron. I started to 
feel the shock upon boarding the 45-foot 
patrol boat that ferried me to the island. I 
noticed, right away, that the young Hon- 
duran sailors and marines on the boat were 
squared away. Hair was close-cut, uniforms 
were neat, boots were shined, all guns were 
oiled (an almost unheard-of event in Central 
America) and the gunners manning the three 
.50-caliber Browning machine guns were 
on alert. As we slowly made our way toward 
the island I spied my first Piranha. The 
two-ton gray 25-foot Boston whaler blasted 
across our port quarter at 40 knots and was 
soon out of sight. I was sorely tempted to 
whip out a camera, but reconsidered since I 
was a guest and had not yet been given any 
ground rules. (1 later learned that the only 
ground rules laid down for me were that I 
wear a life vest at all times on patrol.) 

For the last two years I had read in the 
daily fish wrappers that Tiger Island was a 
top secret base that housed three platoons of 
U.S. Marines guarding a giant CIA radar 
installation. But at that point I didn’t want to 
upset anyone by catching spooks in action. I 
never did see any spooks, nor did I see 
evidence of any supersophisticated radar in- 
stallation. In fact, the only radar I saw was 
the 16-mile-range radar on the Piranhas and 
the radar out on the end of the dock. 

Amapala has been used as a naval base 
for decades, but since the Sandinistas in- 
creased their aid to the Marxist Salvadoran 
guerrillas in about 1980, the base has be- 
come more important. It controls a strategic 
corner of the Gulf of Fonseca which has 
become increasingly important in the fight 
to interdict weapons and supplies going to 
the Salvadoran guerrillas. In the early ’80s it 
was no hard task for the Sandinistas to re- 
supply the guerrillas by running large pan- 
gas (motorized dugout canoes) out of Potosi 
on the Nicaraguan Gulf coast and meet re- 
ception teams on the Salvadoran side. In 
those days there was little worry that the 
shipment would be intercepted. 

All that soon changed. As guerrilla activ- 
ity increased, so did the importance of Tiger 
Island. In 1983 construction of the Amapala 
Base began. The base was completed and 
dedicated in the summer of 1984. A naval 
contingent mans six tiburones, 60-foot alu- 
minum fast-attack boats, each sporting a 
20mm cannon, two .50-cal. machine guns 
and one trigger-fired 81mm mortar. Unfor- 
tunately the dburones are restricted to areas 
where the water is deep enough for them to 
operate. They have to steer clear of the 
coastal areas — after all, there is no greater 
target than a grounded patrol boat. 

A contingent of tough Honduran Marines 
provides base security, weapons training 
and a small assault force in the event that the 
Sandinistas should foolishly attempt to take 
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TOP: Crewmen check out the .50-cal. 
machine gun. This weapon serves in both 
the anti-aircraft and flat trajectory role. 


ABOVE: A few practice rounds from a 
-30-cal. hit a deserted shoreline. 
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any of the small islands that dot the Gulf. 

When the Piranha concept was first de- 
veloped, old, slow fishing boats were used, 
with little success. The favored gunrunning 
vessel, the panga, could actually outrun the 
fishing boats — if the fishing boat could 
even manage to spot them. Hand-hewn 
from large mahogany logs, long and nar- 
row, a panga with a 35-hp outboard can zip 
along the Gulf carrying 15 to 20 armed men 
or close to a ton and a half of supplies at a 
speed of about 18-20 knots. 

U.S. Navy SEAL teams aided the Hon- 
duran Navy in developing a system to 
thwart the communist gunrunners. Both 
boat development and training have been 
watched over by the SEALs. Today, the 
Piranhas have become one of the most suc- 
cessful Honduran military units. All en- 
listed men are volunteers and there is a long 
waiting list from other branches of the Hon- 
duran military to join the Piranhas. The 
Tiger Island base at Amapala is a recruit 
training base and enlistees must have one 
year of service in the regular navy before 
their application for the five-week Piranha 
course will be considered. 


The course is exceptionally tough and the 
schedule leaves little time to relax. Reveille 
is at 0500, roll call at 0515 followed by one 
hour of PT. All troops must be clean- 
shaven, boots shined, at attention in the 
chow line at 0645. Classes start at 0730 and 
continue all day, with an hour for chow at 
1200. From 1300 to 1645 more classes, and 
half of the recruits are posted to guard duty 
at night with the marines. 

To complete the course Piranha recruits 
must demonstrate complete knowledge of 
all weapons used, seamanship, navigation 
(both coastal and celestial) and they must be 
prepared to tear down and reassemble in 
working order the engines and radios used. 
Along with this rigorous training a recruit is 
sent on many patrols, both day and night, 
and is expected to keep up with all class 
work. Upon graduation recruits receive a 
brass emblem and baseball cap emblazoned 
with the word, Pirafia. 

The course had been so successful that all 
naval officer candidates, upon graduation 
from officers’ school, must take and pass 
the Piranha course before they can be posted 
to their regular duty station. 

I had always been a fan of the Boston 
whaler ... at moderate speeds. On my ini- 
tial patrol that afternoon blasting through 
the rough water of the Gulf at speeds over 40 
knots, it dawned on me what the executive 
officer had told me that afternoon about the 
need for a permanent orthopedic physician 
to be detailed to the base. 
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Looking like a bunch of drenched pi- 
rates, we tried to outrun a ferocious elec- 
trical storm. Try as we might, our helms- 
man, Lieutenant Arguetta, could not 
keep us from landing smack in the middle 
of the rolling seas and lightning strikes. 
Arguetta, 30, a mustang who enlisted in 
the regular army at 15, is typical of the 
boat captains who patrol the Gulf. He 
transferred into the marines five years 
after enlistment, made master sergeant 
and was selected for officers’ school. 
With men like him at the helm of this 
small navy, the Hondurans have little to 
worry about. 

The tough little loco seemed to enjoy 
alternately tunneling and flying through 
10-foot seas. The rest of the crew — my- 
self included — were not so gung ho as we 
were thrown from port to starboard, 
from bow to stern. I was holding on for 
dear life. 

Screw the photographs. 

‘What plans do you have for 
tonight?”’ laughed Amapala Naval Base 
executive officer, naval Lieutenant 
Rolando Gonzalez. What plans could I 
have, except to meet with the bed offered 
in the officers’ quarters? That was the 
only offer that I found impossible to re- 
sist, We were the last patrol boat to re- 
turn to base and I was whipped, but 
Arguetta had duty that night and was 
scheduled for a pre-dawn patrol the fol- 
lowing morning. Inflating my chest in the 
best Soldier of Fortune fashion, I lied: “I 
have no plans, do ye have anything 
scheduled?’’ 

Two hours later I was filled with re- 
pret. After an afternoon pa res 
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ready to hit the rack. Luckily, I faked it 
and told the base executive I was ready to 
go out on the night patrol. ‘‘After all,’’ I 
added, ‘‘I can catch a snooze on the 
Piranha.”’ 

The executive, a fine man and excellent 
leader, looked at me with a smirk and said, 
**You may be a seasoned combat reporter, 
but tonight you are not going to close your 
eyes. You’ll probably come closer to soiling 
your pants more than once out there in the 
dark.’’ He was right. 

At night all cats are gray: Moonless 
nights on the Gulf are spooky and every- 
thing appears gray and obscure. The 
drone of the two highly tuned 150-hp out- 
boards anesthetizes; the slow turn of the 
16-mile-range radar mesmerizes, But the 
crew never leave their stations, Guilt 
kept me awake. 

We had taken a southwest heading 
after clearing the base and had passed 
almost an hour without a panga sight- 
ing. Lieutenant Matteo explained our 
situation. ‘With the political winds as 
they are, fewer boats fish at night and 
pangas are difficult to spot in the 
dark. Eyes are almost useless. As it is, 
radar will, only with luck, get a reflec- 
tion at four miles. Only with luck.” 

We were Jess than half that ‘dis- 
tance when we picked up our first , 
panga. About a quarter-mile 
from where the blip placed our 
quarry, the helmsman cut 
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power and we glided through quiet wa- 
ters. The lieutenant swung the hand-held 
spotlight in an arc and waited. Another 
arc and a small light appeared 200 yards. 
forward. Five seconds later it was gone. 
“Fésforos (wooden matches),’’ whis= 
pered the lieutenant and we eased slowly 
forward. As we stealthily approached the . 
panga, I glanced to the side and felt my 
throat tighten. Out of the rain and gl 
I spied a gray boat with a .50 on the bow.. 
That .50 looked like it could easily have 
been targeting the fat gringo. I grabbed 
the lieutenant’s arm and pulled, hard. 
‘“‘Ours,”’ he said, glancing at our ghostly 
sister Piranha. He returned all attention to 
the panga, while our sister 
ship angled out to get a 
better position. 


I had thought that we were on a solo 
patrol until then, a rarity on the Gulf. Since 
I'd missed the briefing, I was completely 
surprised. Maybe that’s why they call them 
Piranhas —if one doesn’t get you, the other 
one will. Mark that up as just another ex- 
ample of professionalism in the Piranhas. 

Boat handling was superb. As we neared 
the panga, the other Piranha continually 
angled for better position. "The spotlight 
was trained on the red 
and white panga as 


we slowly approached. The bow gunner 

trained his .50 on the sleepy-eyed occupants 

and the helmsman maneuvered so as not to 

Jet the panga get under our guns. 
Trying not to menace the pangueros 

while at the same time being prepared 

for any situation is not an easy task, 

but the Piranhas did it with great 

professionalism. Boat hooks 

were run under the panga and a 

quick search of its cargo 
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“Sun sets on a calm Gulf of Fonseca; after 


proved that the panga was clean. A quick 
check of boat documents and IDs and we 
were off looking for our next intruder. 
The second panga was also clean. It was 
boat number three — the boat with no name 
— that had me looking for the Preparation H. 
I had heard the two-year-old story of the 
lone Piranha that had chased a fleeing panga 
at night. The Piranha easily ran it down, in 
fact overran it to the point that its bow gun 
was useless. The oversight had been re- 
warded with two magazines of AK bullets 
as two Sandinistas jumped up and let loose. 
The bow gunner was hit in the arm and 
shoulder. The starboard M60 gunner re- 


_ THE FOSFORO ae 
FLEET 


The word panga appears in few. dic- 
tionaries. Moder high-tech words, such 
as sat-navigation, radar, side-scanning 
sonar and depth sounders have a much 
higher chance of being included. But 
few people aside from those who make 
their living with the panga or U.S. intel- 
ligence agents who curse..the wooden 
stone-age relics are aware that these pre- 
historic vessels play one.of the most 
important roles in the Central American 
conflict. ” 

Their grandfathers made them and the 
grandfathers of their grandfathers made 
them. Pangas were used centuries be- 
fore Columbus arrived and there is no 
reason why these simple, efficient boats 
will not continue to be used by peasant 
fishermen until something. better comes 
along. The only modern additions that 
have changed these hand-hewn mahoga- 
ny logs is a small outboard motor. With a 
lot of sweat, a 40-foot mahogany log 
will make a seaworthy fishing craft or, 
as is often the case in Central America, a 
shallow-draft 40-foot gunrunner. — 

The bigger the tree, the bigger the 
Panga. Inshore pangas that ply the many 


bays and estuaries are usually propelled — 


by small sails and back muscles that man 
the oars. Pangas that venture farther out 
into the Gulf are usually powered by 
15-hp Yamaha outboard motors. 


on a canny: noc 
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sponded and made a pile of mahogany 
toothpicks out of the panga. 

“*We changed tactics since then,’’ was 
the story I had been told. I had also been 
briefed about a large panga operated by the 
Sandinistas which was reportedly harassing 
Honduran fishermen, taking their catch and 
sometimes their lives and boats. 

‘“We want them,”’ said the executive at 
my briefing. ‘“We are not sure of their mo- 
tives for doing this. It could be that they 
want to drive all Honduran fishermen from 
the Gulf. It could be they want to use our 
pangas for operations as the Cubans do with 
Florida boats they capture.”’ 


A fisherman explains why he didn’t 
acknowledge a warning call — he was 
afraid. 


usually know that a heading toward a 
certain star will carry them close to their 
village. A box of wooden matches acts 
as an ID beacon. The light produced by a 
single. wooden match can be seen up to 
15 miles on a dark night. They also use 
them to keep from being blown out of the 
water by suspicious.Piranhas on patrol. I 
saw that system in operation one night 
before I left Tiger Island. 

Darkness had settled over the harbor 
and a cool breeze sprang up. I sat on the 
veranda sipping Cokes and taking in the 
night air. The bustling activity of a pre- 
patrol rundown kept the crew of a 
Piranha busy in the distance. As the guns 
were mounted on the boats and adjusted, 
the base commander explained to me 


chow. they tested out the guns to see:if. 


they were accurate. Usually, the head- 
spacing on the guns is fine-tuned in the 


armory. If there is:.no. time for..this a. = 


small deserted island near the base 
serves as the target while the gunners 


em «adjust the guns:to-make them sing. The 
- “whole point is to keep the noise down so 
"as not to scare the fishermen or alert the © 


The base Sdittander keomedtt to 
forget. the procedure. as he pulled a 
Browning .380 out of his shoulder hol- 
ster. He was unhappy with the Brown- 
ing, which held. 13 rounds of .380.and. 


Since the new tactic of using tandem 
Piranhas to patrol the Gulf had been put to 
use, the Sandinistas had only risen to the 
challenge once, and that was 18 months 
ago. We had the radar on eight-mile range 
for a while, checking to see if the Sandinis- 
tas would come out. The last time they did, 
they lost. 

The lieutenant remembered the incident 
well. Two Piranhas were jumped by two 
larger and better-armed aluminum Sandi- 
nista patrol boats. The Piranhas held their 
own until they could be joined by two 65- 
foot tiburones. The result? One Sandinista 
patrol] boat was sunk and the other limped 


was too bulky to conceal when he went 
to town. In his other hand was a new Colt 
.380 which he was fondly caressing. 
“Tt’s slim, it fits in the palm of my 
hand and it doesn’t bulge clothes.. ’m 
going to give it a try.”’ Turning to‘ the 
executive who never went anywhere 
without his hand-held:radio, he ordered. 
all posts alerted that he was going to 
test-fire the Colt. Five minutes later we 


_ -. Saw the commander saunter down to the 
‘edge of the main dock, raise*his right 


hand and crank off seven rounds. Even 


"from a distance of 200 yards‘and in dim 
‘light we could see a ‘smile envelop the 


commander’s face. 
what he wanted. 
Some sleepy marines hai n't gotten 
the word —- they dashed from the bar- 
racks carrying cartridge belts and MI6s 
to man defense positions before they. 
were told to go back to bed. Within a few 
minutes we saw the other result of the 
commander’s shooting spree. 
_ Lieutenant Gonzalez jumped up and 
looked out over the bay. ‘“They can’t be 
that stupid. We’ve been expecting the 
Sandinistas to hit us; but look at all those 
signal lights in the Gulf — we'll tear 
those assholes up. Barkeep, give me a 
beer,’’ said the executive as he grabbed 
his radio’ and ordered the standby 
Piranhas out to investigate the flickering 
signal matches that played over the bay. 
“Do you know what those signal 
lights are?’’ he mirthfully asked. 
“When the pangueros heard the com- 
mander firing the .380 they got scared 


‘and are. out. there burning up all their: 
* ‘matches. I’ll bet you some of them will 


go over the side and hang onto the nets 

until daybreak."" «= 
The executive orderéd the xtra pa- 

trols to load up with cases of Coke and 


_.gandy.-bars: to give out:to. the scared 
“fishermen. ‘“They are our eyes and ears, 


they give us information and we help 
them in storms and when they break 
down. We need each other.” 

As an afterthought before the Piranhas 
moved out to reassure the frightened 
fishermen, the exec rustled up three 


cases of yueens mate i 
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Shotgun-toting sailor surveys the placid 
waters of the Gulf of Fonseca. 


back to port, dragging its tail and its bloody 
crew. 

“I wish they would get some balls and 
come out again,’’ sneered the lieutenant as 
he moved over to the helm and dropped the 
radar back from eight miles to the four-mile 
range. A big target glowed on the screen 
about three miles dead ahead. The reflection 
was good, better than most. 

“Tt doesn’t look like a panga,’’ said the 
boat captain. ‘“We must be alert."’ 

At 100 yards the lieutenant was signaling 
with the lamp. At 30 yards there was still no 
response, but we finally saw the dim outline 
of a large panga. A little closer and we could 
see that the panga was at anchor. It looked 
strange. Larger than most other boats and 
with a 35-hp Johnson instead of the usual 
15-hp Yamaha pulled up over the stern, this 
boat had no paint, no name and no visible 
crew. While the gunners trained their 
weapons on the bobbing panga the lieuten- 
ant continued to splash light over the boat. 
His calls to the unseen crew of the panga 
went unanswered. 


AM fe 


**Back off,’’ was the only break in radio 
silence that night as the lieutenant slid the 
helmsman over, grabbed the wheel and 
threw the throttles forward. 

We jumped into the air and did a 360 
around the anchored panga, throwing it high 
atop our wake. The panga rolled and almost 
tipped over, but still no movement. We 
again slowly approached. 

“Lopez, I’m going in by the bow,”’ the 
lieutenant said to the .50 bow gunner. “‘If 
there is any suspicious movement, blast 
away.”’ 

We were within 10 feet of the nameless 
panga and had just stopped when we saw a 
body wrapped in clear plastic move a little. 
As the head slowly raised the lieutenant 
shouted, *‘Get up, stand up, hands up, 
hands up.”’ At the second ‘‘hands up,”’ 
Roberto Rodriguez, 15, was on his feet 
shivering, either from fear or the cool night 
— but most likely from the .50 staring down 
his throat. In the near end of the boat which 


Continued on page 113 


SOF BURMA 


REBELLION IN 
BURMA 


The Unknown War 


Drags On 


Text & Photos by Mark Johnson 


Y Karen guide, Charlie, briefed 

me about my upcoming interview 
with Colonel Htin Mao, the 
commander of the Karen National 
Liberation Army’s (KNLA) 7th Brigade. 

“Colonel Htin Mao very hated by 
enemy. The Burmese put their best 
troops against him. They offer much 
money for his death. When he go on 
operations they always try to trap and 
kill him, but they cannot do. The 
Burmese are very afraid of the 7th 
Brigade.” 

The KNLA, an anti-communist 
guerrilla force of the Karen ethnic 
minority in eastern Burma, has fought 
for autonomy against the socialist 
Burmese for 37 years. In 1983 the 
military dictator of the Socialist 
Republic of the Union of Burma, Ne 
Win, ordered his army to “destroy the 
Karen at all costs,” yet despite an 
unprecedented offensive involving two 
divisions of Burmese troops the Karen 
fight on. The Burmese Army 
penetrated the Karen heartland in 
1984, razed their villages, burned their 
sawmills and closed the smuggling 
routes that finance the Karen war 
effort. The Karen claim that over 
3,000 Burmese troops have been 
killed in the two-year offensive, but 
the Burmese Army keeps attacking 
aggressively. The Karen still hold 
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most of their Thai border strongholds 
and have guerrilla columns attacking 
the Burmese supply lines, but 
dwindling supplies make for jong odds 
in this uneven war. 

While | waited in the shade for the 
interview, the sound of fighting to the 
west increased in intensity. A 
cacophony of weapons ripped the still 
evening air — a short burst of heavy 
machine guns, the quick successive 
explosions of recoilless rifles, the 


ABOVE: Karen .50-cal. chatters away at 
a Burmese position. 


LEFT: Karen trooper scans a Burmese 
trenchline. The 75mm recoilless helps 
keep them under control. 


RIGHT: Burmese dawn lights a Karen 
column moving out to reinforce a 
position on the front. 


crump of mortars, and the staccato of 
small-arms fire. | glanced over at 
some Karen soldiers cooking supper 
on low fires. 

No sweat, no one seemed in the 
least bit concerned. Taking my cue 
from the locals | propped my pack 
against a large tree, stretched out to 
rest my tired legs, fired up a Karen 
cigar and thought back on the trek 
from Thailand that brought me here. 

| had come across the border after 
linking up with my guide in a Thai 
border town. The first leg was traveled 
in a Toyota pickup barreling down a 
Thai highway at 115kph. Leaving the 
blacktop after 95 klicks of 
white-knuckle driving, we bounced 
along a dirt track stopping to overload 
the pickup with 30 passengers 
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headed for a Karen refugee camp. 
Straddling the gearshift, holding a 
Karen infant in my lap, | watched the 
driver try to coax more power from the 
five-speed diesel. 

At the end of the track we brushed 
the dust out of our hair, strapped on 
our packs and humped tio a Karen 
refugee camp set in the bush near the 
border. But there was no time to rest 
— we were off at first light. 

We followed a narrow trail flanking 
a rushing stream until we came to the 
Burmese border. Late that afternoon, 
serenaded by chirping insects, we 
forded the Moei River to a land the 
world calls Burma, but the Karen 
people call Katoolie. ; 

Charlie cut in on my thoughts. 
“Colonel Mao will see you now.” | left 
my boots at the step and entered the 
7th Brigade TOC; a bamboo and leaf 
hootch, shading a deep bunker — and 
sat cross-legged on a split bamboo 
floor facing three KNLA officers. They 
watched me impassively as Charlie, 
speaking Karen, introduced me. As 
my eyes adjusted to the dark interior, 
| noted several RPGs and AKs 
propped up against the wall. Colonel 
Mao leaned forward and expertly spit 
a red stream of betel nut juice through 
a crack in the floor. 

Speaking excellent English, he 
broke the silence. “So, you want to 
take pictures of Karen soldiers fighting 
on the front lines. We will let you walk 
point so you can get many good 
pictures.” 

The joke wasn’t lost on anyone — 
me included. “My pictures will be no 
good if a bullet hits my camera.” Two 
short bursts from a heavy machine 
gun in the distance accented my 
gallows humor. 

“Point Five,” noted Charlie 
unemotionally. Two quick explosions 
followed. “Seventy-five recoilless.” 
Still no emotion, only the cold 
reasoning of someone used to 
combat. 

The Colonel's adjutant, a one-eyed 
officer with a deep scar gouging his 
face from his right eye diagonally 
across his forehead to his hairline, 
spoke rapid Karen into a Japanese 
CB radio, its antenna fastened to a 
bamboo rafter. The distant crump of 
mortars played in the distance. 

“Eighty-ones.” Again the 
unemotional identification. 

Another burst from the HMG. 

The sound of fighting subsided. 
Colonel Mao launched another stream 
of betel nut juice through the crack in 
the floor and returned his attention to 
me. 

“| was hoping you would bring me 
1,000 81mm mortars. With one 
thousand 81s and five hundred 60s | 
could drive the Burmese back across 
the Salween. You cannot fight a war 
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with magazines.” 

| explained to him that if Americans 
knew of his struggle many would offer 
support, perhaps even financial 
support. “The Karen are mostly 
Christian, staunchly anti-communist, 
and do not allow opium. You fight 
against the socialist dictator Ne Win. 
You would get much sympathy in 
America if this was known.” 

The colonel grabbed a kerosene 
lamp made from a 60mm mortar with 
120mm fins and lit the wick jutting out 
the top with his cigarette lighter in the 
fading light. A giant praying mantis 
danced frantically around the light. 

“We like your sympathy. We like your 
mortars more.” His reasoning was 
unassailable. 

The next morning, after a meal of 
rice and hot tea, we linked up with a 
Karen column headed west. In dawn 
coolness we set off at a brisk pace — 
down through bamboo thickets and 
out of the forest, we crossed a low 
ridge to a fortified trench line. There 
had been plenty of action here. Large 
hardwood trees were splintered to 
toothpicks, their limbs stripped off by 
Burmese artillery. Charlie explained 
that this part of the Karen line was 
taken by the Burmese. Later they lost 
it in a fierce Karen counterattack. 

The trail descended into a draw 
where more signs of the battle’s 
fierceness were in evidence; punji 
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ABOVE LEFT: Many Karen youth have 
known nothing but war. To this soldier, 
it’s just a way of life. 


ABOVE CENTER: U.S. M79 40mm 
grenade launchers add punch to the 
Karen’s small-arms arsenal. 


ABOVE RIGHT: Although only 11 years 
old, this young Karen boy knows how 
to handie an M2 carbine. 


BELOW: These young Karen train for 
the day when they too will fight the 
Burmese. 


stakes, fuses, shell casings, old mine 
placements and mortar pits. 

Onward toward the battle. The 
sounds of an HMG and explosions 
from a recoilless got closer in the 
heavy air. The dry-season heat of 
another Burmese afternoon drained 
our energy as we climbed up a rugged 
knife-edge ridge. My clothes were 
soaked; large drops of sweat rolled off 
my face and splashed onto the dusty 
trail. Drowning in the heavy heat | 
grabbed saplings to pull myself up the 
steep trail through parched 
underbrush. Topping the ridge the trail 
finally leveled off. Charlie pointed to a 
caved-in trench in the Burmese 
fortifications. 

“We bury a Burmese captain here. 
Seven Burmese soldiers die when we 
take this hill. Here is our sign of 
victory.” He pointed to 7.62 brass 
casings hammered into a 
shrapnel-gouged tree to form the 
Burmese symbols for nineteen. “The 
Karen 19th Battalion took this hill,” he 
explained. 

Dropping out of the column | 
unslung my camera and mechanically 
clicked some photos. My shaking 
hand seemed unable to steady the 
camera. It was more than just the 
heat. | had become a casualty of that 
inescapable enemy of everyone — 
the malaria mosquito. My heat-fogged 
brain barely functioning, | followed the 
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column past Karen mortar pits where 
outgoing 81mm rounds kept Burmese 
heads behind cover on the next ridge. 

We stopped at the old Burmese 
TOC overrun by the Karen several 
days earlier. It was about time. Inside 
the heavily fortified bunker the 
commander of the 19th KNLA 
Battalion — with Charlie translating — 
told of the previous week's attack on 
Burmese positions. He claimed that 
his forces overran the Burmese 
positions killing over 30 Burmese 
troops. But the Karen had to withdraw 
from the ridge because they didn’t 
have enough men or ammo to hold it. 
He said the Karen must defend these 
fixed positions to protect the other 
strongholds, but prefered to fight 
using guerrilla tactics. 

After a short rest we left the bunker 
and walked in the trenches along a 
scarred ridge. Everyone was keeping 
their heads down. 

“The Burmese have very good 
snipers,” Charlie cautioned. The 
powerful explosion of an outgoing 
recoilless came from up the trench 
line, the power and shock of the 
nearby explosion making me flinch 
and drop to my knees in the dusty 
trench. The thought of cold beer and 
bikini-clad European women at the 
Thai beach | had left two weeks 
before flashed in my mind. Why did | 
ever leave? No time for hindsight 
now. 

Cautiously, we approached the 
recoilless. The Karen gunner peered 
at the Burmese position with 
binoculars. He proudly pointed out 
that he had just destroyed a Burmese 
bunker where several enemy soldiers 
had taken shelter. Charlie looked at 
me with a concerned expression. 

“The Burmese will be mad and will 
attack soon. We must leave quickly.” | 
snapped some quick photos, 
nervously leaving the relative safety of 
the trench for a better shot, and 
cursing the streams of sweat that cut 
through the clay dust on my face and 
fogged my viewfinder. 

Charlie impatiently signaled for me 
to follow; | was his responsibility and 
he wanted me off the exposed ridge. 
But keeping my head down and 
following my agile guide was hardly 
an easy task. Karen trenches were 
not designed for six-foot foreign 
correspondents with backpacks. My 
pack hung up on roots and pulled 
loose dirt into the trench. My camera, 
slung around my neck, was constantly 
in the way. Hell, what's the hurry? We 
just got here. Suddenly | got my 
answer. 

As if electrified, several Karen 
troopers dived for shelter. Following 
their example, Charlie, myself and a 
young trooper hunkered down in the 
trench trying to get as low as 
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ABOVE: Karen artillery is made up 
mostly of mortars. This young trooper 
prepares to drop a round down the 
tube. 


BELOW: Young Karen soldier poses 
with an RPG-2. 


possible. | didn’t hear them leave the 
tubes, but seconds later half a dozen 
incoming mortar rounds bracketed the 
ridge seriding hot steel scything over 
our heads. We checked for casualties 
and then it was di di mao (unass 
quickly). 

Retracing our steps, we left the 
trenchline along the back side of the 
ridge and followed a faint trail, slipping 
and sliding down a leaf-covered slope 
to an old wash overgrown with giant 
bamboo. Clouds of mosquitos 
swarmed up from stagnant pools as 
we climbed out of the bamboo into 
another zigzag trenchline which 


followed yet another ridge where two 
Browning .50-cals were proudly 
displayed by the Karen defenders. 

| really felt bad now — chills 
dashed up and down my spine and | 
puked breakfast in the dirt. Charlie 
pegged it immediately. 

“No problem, only malaria. It will 
pass. Malaria is a Karen disease. For 
the Karen no problem. For the Burmese 
it is a big problem.” 

“Lam not Karen,” | reminded him. 
“Let’s get the hell out of here.” 

We walked half a klick behind the 
lines and bedded down near a Karen 
mortar placement. It was a long night. 
Delirious with high fever, wracked by 
intermittent chills, my bones 
constantly aching, it was impossible to 
sleep. The next day felt like a 
hangover from a binge with Thailand's 
Mekong Whiskey, but at least my 
fever had fled. A Karen medic gave 
me some pills for the malaria. 

As | walked away from the fighting 
toward the Thai border, | found that | 
was disappointed that the stay wasn’t 
longer, yet thankful that | was still able 
to leave. !n five days | would be in 
Chiang Mai drinking cold beer. But the 
Karen soldiers will continue their 
37-year war with the Burmese. 

After two days of trekking we 
returned to a refugee camp inside 
Thailand where the camp leader gave 
me a sendoff supper. He claimed that 
Karen refugees who fled Burma 
constantly tell of brutal concentration 
camps where they are terrorized by 
the Burmese political police. He said 
many are worked to death as porters 
for the Burmese Army, and others are 
used as human mine detectors. 

“The Karen government must buy 
rice for our refugees in Thailand and 
buy weapons for our soldiers to fight 
the Burmese. The Burmese have 
many soldiers and many weapons. Ne 
Win begs for aid from everybody. He 
receives hundreds of millions of 
dollars from many foreign countries. 
We fight the Burmese with no outside 
help.” 

He paused to light a cheroot with 
the kerosene lamp. The light reflected 
off a poster of Jesus prominently 
located on the wall behind him. 

“This is one of the problems with 
being a minority,” | remarked. “The 
Burmese majority has the power to 
oppress you.” 

“A minority?” He sounded 
incredulous. “The Karen with God are 
a majority.” 

Maybe so, but if they don’t get 
some help soon — divine or otherwise 
~— the situation will become grim. But 
don’t write off the Karen yet. They 
have fought for their freedom for 37 
years and are not about to quit. The 
outcome remains to be seen. ®& 
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SOFT&E 


44 
SPECIAL 
BACK-UP 


Bulldog Barks and Bites 


Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 


OTENT, reliable, light, small and 

concealable: that spells back-up 
gun. It will be carried often and — 
contrary to the opinions of many — 
must be practiced with frequently to 
maximize hit probability. There are 
any number of small, relatively 
lightweight handguns on the market. 
Some of them are reliable. But few 
possess adequate stopping power 
since reduced muzzle energy is the 
usual price for compactness. 

Then, can we have it all? 

I think so. Charter Arms Corp. 
(Dept. SOF, 430 Sniffens Lane, 
Stratford, CT 06497) has a good start 
on the proper makings with their 
well-known .44 Special Bulldog 
revolver. Its five-shot cylinder rotates 
(to the right in the Colt manner) in a 
frame of strong chrome-moly steel. 
There is no side-plate. That’s fine. 
We'll take all the structural support 
we can get in a light revolver to 
absorb the pounding of the .44 
Special cartridge. 

Only the trigger guard is fabricated 
from an aluminum alloy. A coil-type 
mainspring provides maximum 
strength and longevity, but under no 
circumstances should it be chopped 
by an amateur. An almost 
unbreakable beryllium copper firing 
pin can be dry-fired into infinity. 

When the hammer is cocked, firing 
either single- or double-action, a 
small steel bar moves up between the 
firing pin and the hammer. Continued 
pressure on the trigger holds this 
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ABOVE RIGHT: Felt recoil on the .44 
Special Bulldog is not excessive 
considering its small size. 


RIGHT: Chopped and honed Bulldog in 
Galco International’s Model 42A ankle 
holster. 


FAR RIGHT: Modified Charter Arms .44 
Special Bulldog now sports 1%-inch 
barrel, factory-bobbed hammer, small 
walnut grip panels and Tyler T-grip. — 4 


...+...+Five-shot revolver. Single- and double-action, Internal 
transfer bar safety; beryllium copper firing pin; 
bobbed hammer. 


Weight, empty. ......19 oz. (modified to 17 oz.) 

Length, overall Six inches (after modification) 

Barrel length 2¥.-inch bull barrel (modified to 154 inches) 

SHOCKS. 5 is isjcrserracie chs Oversize checkered walnut standard; small uncheck- 
ered A17 grip panels with Charter Arms escutcheons © 
$10.50 extra. 


Ramp front with fixed square notch rear 


Operation... 


Manufacturer..... ... Charter Arms Corp., Dept. SOF, 430 Sniffens Lane, 
Stratford, CT 06497. 
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TABLE I — CHRONOGRAPH RESULTS: 
.44 Special Ammunition 
Instrumentation: Oehler Model 33 Chronotach with Skyscreen III detectors 


positioned five feet from muzzle. Ambient temperature: 97 degrees. All readings 
in feet per second. Firearm: Charter Arms Bulldog with 13-inch barrel. 


-44 Special Low High Extreme Standard 
Ammunition Velocity Velocity Spread Average Deviation 
Winchester 

200-gr. Silvertip HP 634 678 44 
Winchester-Western 

246-gr. RN 608 14 
Reload: Lyman 215-gr. 

SWCw/6.5-qr. Unique 617 665 48 
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steel bar in its raised position. The 
falling hammer then strikes the steel 
bar, which in turn strikes the firing 
pin, discharging a cartridge. The bar 
is not raised unless the hammer is 
cocked and the trigger is pulled _ 
completely to the rear. If the finger is 
removed from the trigger while the 
hammer is falling forward, the bar 
will drop downward and ignition will 
not take place. Product liability 
lawsuits have forced transfer-bar 
safeties like this on almost all 
modern revolvers. 

An even more compact version of 
the Bulldog has recently appeared 
that brings us yet another step closer 
to our goal. The original three-inch 
barrel has been replaced with a 
2¥2-inch bull barrel. A fixed 
square-notch rear sight remains as 
before, but the front sight is now fully 
ramped and virtually snag-proof. The 
case-hardened hammer has been 
bobbed and left with five deep 
serrations to facilitate cocking for 
single-action firing. Called the Model 
34425PB, its suggested list price is a 
modest $210. We’re close, but still a 
little short of the ideal. 

Sitting around the cracker barrel 
sipping bourbon and branch water with 
Gunsite pistolero Mark Yuen, a final 
consensus was reached on the 
modifications required to optimize the 
Bulldog to make it the ultimate belly 


gun. 

The “Chubby Checkers” grips had to 
go. They were replaced with Charter 
Arms A17 uncheckered walnut grip 
panels for $10.50. Complete with 
Charter Arms escutcheons, they 
approximate the configuration found on 
S&W’s J-frame series. To this I added 
a cast aluminum, black anodized Tyler 
T-Grip (size No. 1) for $6. Melvin Tyler 
(Dept. SOF, 1326 West Britton Road, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73114) has been 
making this fine little accessory ever 
since 1940 and it has improved the 
qualification scores of many thousands 
of police officers during the last 45 
years. 

All the “heavy metal” 
modifications were performed by one 
of the Southwest’s premier 
pistolsmiths, Burke C. Hill Jr. The 
22-inch bull barrel was cut back te 
1% inches (some experts insist a 
three-inch barrel is as easy to 
conceal as a two-inch: true only if it’s 
carried on the waist). This work was 
done from the rear of the barrel. The 
muzzle crown remained unaltered and 
although the front sight was not 
moved, its ramp angle was changed 
and reserrated. After the barrel was 
rethreaded, the forcing cone angle 
was recut to maintain a 
cylinder-to-forcing cone gap of 0.005 


Continued on page 111 
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SOF VIETNAM 


“FIND THE 

BASTARDS 

THEN 
PILE ON” 


Cav Rumbles in the Jungle 


Text & Photos by Timothy D. Kerns 


HE first volley of RPGs slammed 

into us. Rounds came blasting out of 
the bamboo to our front and my tank 
rocked violently as one round blasted into 
the ground beside the track. Another 
round, intended for my turret, ricocheted 
and detonated in a blinding flash after 
hitting one of the grunts on my back 
deck. The others were thrown violently 
to the ground. AK rounds raked the 
tanks. Infantrymen were diving off the 
other tanks and trying to find cover from 
the shower of steel. 

At the sound of the first explosion, the 
voice of Captain Ronald C. ‘‘Jug’’ Wyse 
cracked in my VC (Vehicular 
Communications): ‘‘What the hell’s 
going on up there?’’ 

‘“We’re being hit,’’ I blurted into the 
mike. I dropped my hand to the override 
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trigger and popped a cap. The powerful 
90mm canister round erupted and 
shredded the bamboo in front of me. 

I had to remember two basics — return 
fire and move — or become a 52-ton 
target not easy to miss at 20 or 30 meters 
with an RPG. I spotted a slit in one of 
the enemy bunkers at the base of the 
bamboo and fired another quick canister 
at the hole. I told my driver, SP/5 Ed 
Morrow, to move up fast to the bunker 
before they popped out again. Morrow 
gunned the engine in low and surged the 
big M48 on top of the bunker. I leaned 
out of the cupola and flipped a grenade 
into the firing slot. 

Once on top, Morrow knew what to 
do. Most well-constructed fighting 
positions can support the weight of a 
tank. What a fighting bunker can’t stand 


Infantrymen take up back-deck positions as 
Delta Company breaks through the jungle. 


is all 52 tons corkscrewing while in 
neutral — steering and turning from one 
side to another. We call it jitterbugging. 
Morrow jerked the tank back and forth 
three or four times, and the roof of the 
bunker collapsed, crushing the occupants. 

“*Find the bastards — then pile on!’’ 
Such was the informal motto of the 11th 
Armored Cavalry Regiment (ACR), 
known as the Blackhorse Regiment — 
which by early 1969 epitomized the 
capabilities of armor in Vietnam. At that 
time I was the platoon leader of the 1st 
Platoon, D Company, Ist Squadron, 11th 
Armored Cavalry Regiment. 

We had a record of failure in Vietnam 
to contend with. From the end of WWII 
until 1954, the French had been 
unsuccessful in their use of armor in 
Indochina. This unfortunate experience 
had a profound influence on the strategies 
of American military planners during the 
escalation of the war. However, once 
American armor units were introduced 
and used in Vietnam, innovative armor 
commanders and courageous crewmen 
forged a new chapter in the history of 
armored warfare. 

General Donn A. Starry summed up 
the role of armor in Vietnam in his 
preface to the Department of the Army 
monograph, Mounted Combat in 
Vietnam: ‘‘After eight years of fighting 
over land on which tanks were once 
thought to be incapable of moving, in 
weather that was supposed to prohibit 
armored operations, and dealing with an 
elusive enemy against whom armored 
units were thought to be at a considerable 
disadvantage, armored forces emerged as 
powerful, flexible and essential battle 
forces.”’ 

Soon after arriving in-country, I had 
learned that it was usually a good idea to 
disregard the conventional armor doctrine 
dispensed at Ft. Knox — that a tank 
crew normally consisted of a driver, 
loader, gunner and tank commander. 

In Vietnam, at least in III Corps, we 
didn’t use gunners. The tank commander 
did all the firing, using the trigger on the 
commander’s override handle. The 
gunner’s seat was removed and extra 
7.62mm ammo was piled there for the 
M73 coaxial machine gun located in the 
turret to the left of the main gun. The 
gunner’s telescope was usually removed, 
and anything that could shoot was stuck 
in the hole. My first tank, a gas-buming 
M48A2, had an old .30-caliber wedged 
in there. 

The .50-caliber mounted in the 
commander’s cupola was either removed 
altogether or simply used as a spare gun 
for the one mounted topside, generally on 
a welded tripod. After a few months, I 
discarded the .50-caliber because tank 
commanders had a tendency to rely too 
much on the topside .50-caliber and 
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Captain Ronald C. ‘‘Jug’’ Wyse takes a 
breather. 


when a stoppage occurred, far too much 
precious flesh had to be exposed to clear 
the gun. I opted for an M60 that could be 
easily jerked out of the mount and fired 
along the tracks. It could also be 
removed and stored in the turret when the 
tank was busting heavy bamboo or an 
area thick with vines. 

If we were fortunate enough to have a 
fourth man on the crew, he had the 
dubious honor of being put in what was 
called the back-deck gunner position. He 
perched on the bustle rack at the back of 
the turret and was armed with either an 
M79 grenade launcher or an M60 
machine gun. Vietnam cav and infantry 
troops alike were well-aware of the 
enemy’s propensity to let them pass and 
then fire an AK or RPG from behind. 
The back-deck gunner was added 
insurance. 

Maneuvering ahead of each attacking 
tank company was a ‘‘pink team’’ from 
the regimental air cavalry troop. An 
OH-6 Cayuse helicopter, or ‘‘white 
element,’’ functioned as a scout and it 
was his job to detect any enemy activity 
as well as to provide directions so the 
lead tanks could stay on course. The 
‘‘red element’’ was the Huey Cobra 
gunship which pounced on any enemy 
troops foolish enough to fire at the scout. 

Although the Blackhorse motto would 
consistently disconcert USARV 
information officers when it appeared on 
the masthead of the regimental 
newspaper, it nevertheless characterized 
the 11th Cavalry’s expertise as its 
troopers stormed into the jungles of Il 
Corps. This expertise was brought into 
play during Operation Twinkle Toes in 
March 1969 by a tanker with a famous 
name, regimental commander Colonel 
George S. Patton II. 

Not a large-scale operation by Vietnam 
standards, Twinkle Toes represented a 
composite of jungle firefights fought by 
the 11th Cavalry and other armor units in 
Vietnam. 

Since late 1968, the 1st Squadron of 
the 11th Cavalry had been conducting 
reconnaissance-in-force (RIF) and 
route-security operations north of Bien 
Hoa under the operational control of the 
U.S. 1st Infantry Division — The Big 
Red One. The area of operations was a 
rough triangle stretching from Tan Uyen 
in the south, to Lai Khe in the west, and 
as far north as the First Cavalry Division 
base at Phuoc Vinh. 

lst Squadron Blackhorse elements 
were strategically located along one of 
the main infiltration routes into the 
Saigon military district to prevent NVA 
activity in the “‘rocket belt’’ around the 
large bases at Bien Hoa and Long Binh. 


Author poses atop the turret of his M48. 
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CAVALRY SERVICE 


Timothy D. Kerns graduated with dis- 
tinction from Armor OCS training 
school at Ft. Knox, Ky., in December 
1967. In November 1968, he volun- 


teered and was assigned to the 11th 
Armored Cavalry Regiment as platoon 
leader, 1st Platoon, Delta Company, 1st 
Squadron, 11th ACR, until June 1969. 
During his tour of duty in Vietnam, 
Kerns was awarded two Bronze Stars for 


valor and a Purple Heart. 

Kerns is also a graduate of the Mili- 
tary Police Officer Advanced Course 
and the U.S. Army Command and 
General Staff College. 

Presently a lieutenant colonel in the 
Army Reserve, Kerns commands the 
160th MP Battalion. He is now vice 
chairman of the Commission on Veteran 
Affairs. 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


71 


In addition, the regiment was 
undertaking an| extensive) pacification 
tren along Highway 16 from Tan 


yen to Phuoc Hoa. That particular 
tretch of hig way was invariably 
mined, but gradually civilians, began 
pointing out mines and leading us to 
ammunition and weapons caches. We 
were obviously winning some hearts 
and minds. 

‘Early March 1969 saw a substantial 
decrease i in NVA movement, and 
activity in the Blackhorse AO (Area of 
Operations). This was due primarily to 
stepped-up operations by 11th Cavalry 
Units which repeatedly attacked and 
destroyed enemy rest-and-staging areas 
in the Heartshaped, Woods and the 
Catcher’ s Mitt along the Don Nai 

ver. However, one primary area of 
dense jungle remained untouched — 
the area south of Phuoc Vinh whose 
southern border was the Song Be 
River. The river switched back 
dramatically four times) and appeared 
on the map as two short legs with 
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dancing feet — thus the official 
operation name, Twinkle Toes. After 
one look by the cavalry troopers, the 
area got a new name — ‘'The 
Testicles.”* Intelligence reports 
indicated that the heavy jungle was 
populated by a substantial number of 
NVA troops. 

D Company, Ist Squadron (the 
squadron tank company) was alerted 
on the afternoon of 13 March 1969 at 
fire support base Harpers Ferry, 
located adjacent to the village of Ben 
Me on Hwy. 16. Captain Wyse briefed 
me (Ist platoon) and ist Lieutenant 
Bob Murphy, the 2nd platoon leader, 
on the mission that was to kick off at 
dawn the following morning. 

At first light, 12 of our big M48A3s 
were poised along Hwy. 16 and at the 
command ‘‘Move out,”’ they plunged 
southeast into **The Testicles.’’ The 
concept of the operation, conceived by 
Col. Patton, was to make a 
three-pronged attack, using the tank 
companies of the regiment to burst 


through the dense jungle and drive the 
NVA back up along the river. Each of 
the tank companies — D, H and M — 
were augmented by a platoon of 
ACAVs (Armored Cavalry Assault 
Vehicles) from the cay troops, and a 
platoon of Ist Division infantrymen. 
An NVA base camp had been 
spotted a few days before during a 
visual reconnaissance in the eastern 
“‘testicle.’’ B-52s had hit it early on the 
morning of the 14th, coinciding with 
the operation’s starting time. The 
going was tough, and lead tanks were 
rotated almost hourly by Capt. Wyse. 
A Santa Barbara 
attorney-turned-tanker, Wyse knew 
only too well the physical and 
psychological impact of breaking heavy 
jungle. Crewmen were in constant 
danger of being seriously hurt or killed 
by falling branches and crashing trees, 
It also meant plowing down trees 
which were often covered with ant 
nests and what seemed like every 
conceivable bug in Vietnam. 
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Sunrise at fire support base Harpers Ferry: 
Signals the start of Operation Twinkle Toes. 


Within a few hours, indicators of 
enemy activity became frequent — 
well-used trails and empty salmon cans 
were sure signs. 

By noon we had almost reached the 
base camp; the target of the earlier 
B-52 strike. The regiment’s aero rifle 
platoon (ARP) had been inserted and 
Col. Patton was determined to join 
them as soon as he could. We were 
diverted to a small clearing where he 
had landed his command-and-control 
chopper. Once there, he climbed on 
the back deck of one of my tanks and 
crashed through the remaining 200 
meters with us. 

The ARPs had met only light 
resistance — the B-52s had done their 
job. Three or four NVA soldiers 
remained standing in a daze as they 
surveyed their bomb-pitted base camp 
and scattered bits and pieces of their 
comrades. 

After a short break, D Company 
crashed back into the jungle, still 
heading south. Radio traffic indicated 
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that the other two companies had not 
yet made contact. We saw more 
indicators of enemy presence in the 
form of a ChiCom Claymore that 
miraculously failed to detonate and 
some anti-personnel mines, but still no 
resistance. 

To an armored-cavalry trooper, 
enemy resistance in the jungle seemed 
to come in one of two ways: None or 
all-out. It’s no secret that it is 
impossible to surprise anyone in heavy 
jungle with 10 or 15 M48s. Charlie 
either leaves an area before you arrive, 
or thinks he can defeat you so he stays 
and fights. 

The afternoon of 14 March 1969 was 
one of the days he stayed. 

At about 1530 hours, Capt. Wyse 
radioed the scout pilot overhead and 
suggested he look for a good spot for a 
night defensive perimeter (NDP) for 
us. The pilot radioed back a few 
minutes later to report an adequate 
clearing about 1,200 meters east of our 
location. 


My platoon was leading, with 
Platoon Sergeant Bill Brock 
commanding the lead tank. He was 
-serving his second term with D 
Company and was an invaluable leader 
and a source of life-saving information. 
His handlebar mustache and 
close-cropped hair made him look like 
a Prussian field marshal. 

As we shifted to the east, I had my 
driver pull abreast of Sgt. Brock’s 
tank to form a two-tank front to tackle 
the heavy bamboo curtain that lay 
ahead. | radioed Brock that it looked 
like he had an unhappy passenger 
sitting on his back deck in the form of 
SP/4 Ron Yaeger, our company radio 
mechanic, who was wearing a nervous 
frown. Yaeger normally would not 
have been involved in our jungle foray, 
but he had been flown out that 
morning to replace a faulty radio and 
had missed his chopper ride back. I 
told Brock to tell Yaeger that 


Continued on page 109 
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ALTER Brend knows the business of 

the cutting edge from both ends. He’s 
a professional user and maker who com- 
bines knowledge of steels with understand- 
ing of what makes a successful blade. Brend 
offers a broad line of combat, survival, field 
and utility knives to those who take edged 
tools and weapons seriously. 

Brend’s Model Two is owned and used 
by members of all branches of the U.S. 
armed forces, including Special Forces and 
airborne units. And it’s become a favorite 
with special units at Fort Bragg. 

Harry and Willy Grafinger operate the 
Black Dragon Survival Knife and Martial 
Arts Supply in Fayetteville, North Carolina, 
and equip many of the boys from Bragg with 
edged tools. Once they see the Brend, Willy 
says, they can’t go back to anything else. 

‘A fella came in this morning to pick up a 
knife he had on layaway, and he saw the 
Brend knife and traded the other on it. He 
took the Brend knife home with him. 

*‘T got four of Walter’s knives in just the 
other day and sold two yesterday and two 
this moming. That’s some price and those 
things don’t break.”’ 

In a recent letter, a Marine sergeant re- 
counted his experience with his Brend Mod- 
el Two on survival exercises in the harsh 
Utah high country. His Two was the only 
blade in the outfit that survived chopping 
through to much-needed water on an ice- 
covered lake. 

Have you ever tried chopping ice with a 
knife? Hardened blades generally break and 
untempered steel curls. 

The Brend Model Two is available in 
three sized blades: 7!4-inch, nine-inch and 
12-inch, with proportioned handles and 
guards. The two larger versions are crafted 
from “c-inch stock (the 7!4-inch model in 
¥,-inch) of A2 high carbon steel or 440C, 
154CM, or ATS-34 stainless. Of the stain- 
less steels, Brend favors the ATS-34 (when 
available), a Japanese import with the su- 
perior edge-holding characteristics of 
154CM that is at the same time somewhat 
easier to work and gives a more consistent 
temper. 

Brend’s personal choice is A2 tool steel 
and he recommends it as the optimum metal 
for the Model Two. A2 is a tough steel, it 
holds an edge very well when properly heat- 
treated and is superior to stainless for field- 
expedient sharpening even with less-than- 
ideal honing tools. 


At 17 inches and two pounds, the Model 
Two is a fistful of keen-edged malevolence. 


10-YEAR HITCH 


Pete Weizenegger has been a photo-— 
joumalist and writer in the firearms field - 


for over 10 years. He specializes in small 
arms and edged tools and weapons and 

has written for firearms and survival 
magazines. ; ‘ 
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BREND MODEL TWO 


Blade length. ... 7’, 9 and 12 inches 
Overall length . .12, 14 and 17 inches 
16 02., 24 oz. 

and 32 oz. 


Blade material... ... A2 high-carbon 


tool steel; 440C, 154CM, ATS-34 
stainless 

.. Black Micarta 

"(other materials available on request) 
Non-glare brushed 


for stainless, phosphate acid-etched 

black for tool steel 

2+ «pees se -Mild steel 

Nylon in black, 

woodland camo or desert camo, leg 

straps and stone, or leather 

military-type sheath. 

$310, $435, $800; 

add $25 for stainless. 

Manufacturer: Walter Brend, Dept. 

_ SOF, 351 Pine Ave., Walterboro, SC 
29488. (803) 538-8256. 


The saw that adorns the Brend Model Two 
is more than just trendy teeth. 


Brend’s A2 steel knives are phosphate 
acid etched (dipped) to a black matte finish 
that protects the blade from corrosion to 
some extent as well as providing a subdued 
tone to the knife. They require more care 
than stainless, but offer superior general per- 
formance characteristics. 

The Model Two’s blade is deeply hollow- 
ground with a full-thickness flat extending 
almost to the point. The top edge is sharp- 
ened back to a row of deep, sharp, offset 
serrations which run to the center of the 
spine. These teeth are as useful as those on 
any sawback blade, capable of performing 
most of the tasks (except, of course, sawing 
through solid wood or other tough, resilient 
materials) that can be expected of such de- 
vices. 

Brend’s saw design is certainly better than 
some of the merely cosmetic saws. 


Brend sawteeth cut light metal, wood or 
plastic sheet and paneling, natural or syn- 
thetic ropes and cables, heavy fabric and 
belting, and for scoring solid wood and plas- 
tics. Even though the primary cutting edge is 
capable of handling most of this rough trade, 
it is better reserved for duty that demands a 
sharp, clean edge. Save the sawteeth for the 
dirty deeds. 

The Model Two is a tapered, full-tang 
design. Contoured, black Micarta scales 
and massive double guards fill the hand for a 
comfortable, secure grip. Hollow, 303 
stainless-steel tubing is pressure fit to pin 
the handle slabs to the tang, and serve as a 
means of attaching a wrist thong or other 
lashings. 

This knife is built to last. The full-tang 
design is inherently stronger than other 
types and, except for the sawteeth, there is 
not a sharp corner or angle ground into any 
part of the blade or tang that might weaken 
the knife. 

Care is given to the heat-treating of each 
blade. A2 blades are subquenched in the 
heat-treating process, an extra step that 
compacts the steel molecules to provide 
greater durability as well as eliminating brit- 
tleness. Brend guarantees his blades against 
breakage, even if they are used as pry bars. 
The A2, ATS-34, and 154CM blades are 
hardened to RC 59-60 and the 440C to RC 
56-58. 

Mass and leverage are well forward in the 
basic design and proportions of the handle 
to each blade size preserve that blade- 
heaviness. Accordingly, the Model Two ex- 
cels in hacking, chopping and splitting. Its 
point is directly in line with the axis of the 
handle. The sharpened top edge enhances 
the slashing capabilities of the blade. 

The cutting edge curves continuously 
from the cutout ahead of the guard to the 
point, with no straight lines that might cause 
heavy tissue or tendons to roll under pres- 
sure or bunch up under an irregularity and 
impede a cut. For those who want a long, 
heavy blade for fighting, the Model Two 
offers hacking and slashing capabilities as 
well as penetration seldom found in a blade 
of such great size. 

The 12-inch Model Two is an imposing 
blade at 17 inches long overall and a hefty 
two pounds. Brend’s scaled-down 74-inch 
version possesses many of the same qualities 
and sophistication as the larger models in a 
handier, more concealable package. 

My Model Two is the 9-inch configura- 
tion. It’s more useful in the field than the 
77-inch version but more practical than the 
foot-long for carry. 

Whatever the size, I’m confident the 
Brend Two will take me anywhere I want to 
go. And back. ® 
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SOF SOUTH AFRICA 


Miss with Cabinda, 
Hit with Guns 
of Gaborone 


EADLY men who operate silently and efficiently, 

equally at home on land, in the air and at sea, have in 
recent years run numerous long-range, behind-the-lines 
missions with devastating success. Right now some of these 
men are stalking their prey in the Southem African bush on 
top secret missions. They are members of one of the world’s 
toughest fighting forces: South Africa’s Special Forces 
Reconnaissance Commandos — better known as the Recces. 

In May 1985 the unthinkable happened as this 

publicity-shy elite force hit world headlines. A small group 
of nine Recces were ambushed during a covert operation in 


© Obstacle crossing is an integral part of training. Recces must be 
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the oil-rich Cabinda Province of Angola — more than 1,300 


kilometers inside enemy territory. In the ensuing firefight 
two of the South Africans were killed; their leader, Captain 
Wynand Du Toit, captured, while the other six men 
managed to escape and make their way back to South 
Africa. Several Angolans were also killed or wounded in the 
battle. 

Some reports claim they had been betrayed by the 
American CIA who knew of their mission. Others speculate 
that members of the local Angolan population detected them 
and alerted FAPLA, the Angolan army, who laid an 
ambush. Whatever happened, the nine trapped men offered 
fierce resistance against overwhelming numbers in an area 
riddled with FAPLA bases. i 

The Cabinda raid started on 18 May when a vessel of the 
South African Navy left the port of Saldanha Bay and 
reached a destination 160 kilometers off the coast of Cabinda 
near the Zaire border. According to Captain Du Toit — who 
is now being held as a POW in Luanda, Angola — the 
vessel brought them close to the coast on the night of the 
19th. The Recce team launched small dinghies and silently 
paddled toward the coastline while the mother ship returned 
to sea. 

After beaching, their rubber boats were hidden and a 
rendezvous point established. It’s normal Recce procedure to 
bombshell, or scatter, in case of contact with the enemy 
when on an intelligence gathering mission and regroup later 
at prearranged locations. 

The team then started their trek south to the target area. 
According to Chief of the South African Defence Force 
(SADF) General Constand Viljoen, their orders were to 
confirm the existence of ANC (African. National Congress) 
and SWAPO (Southwest African People’s Organization) 
bases situated in the vicinity of the town of Cabinda, 
observe them and gather whatever intelligence could be 
obtained. The South Africans had previously learned that 
this was a major ANC training base from which terrorist 
insurgents were sent via Botswana to South Africa to wage 
their Soviet-backed campaign of terror. 

In the area, however, are the Malongo oil storage 
installations run jointly by Angola’s Sonangol and America’s 
Gulf Oil Company. Afterwards the Angolans were to claim 
that the South Africans had come to blow up these tanks in 
order to deprive the country of much-needed revenue; oil 
exports vital to the economy of Angola. 

Because of the oil complex in Cabinda Province, there are 
numerous FAPLA bases and posts dotted throughout the area 
designed to protect it. Unconfirmed reports maintain there 
are also American Vietnam vets and British ex-SAS men 
guarding the installations. 

With this vital intelligence in mind the reconnaissance 
team moved stealthily through the first two nights, taking 
great care to avoid contact with locals or FAPLA patrols as 
they traversed the sparsely vegetated area. During the day 
they dug into temporary bases carefully concealed from 
prying eyes. 

On the second day, 21 May, as the team was nearing the 
target area, shots suddenly rang out, almost hitting the 
group. The Recces scrambled for cover and waited. Then 
they saw them: two white men with bunting rifles. 

Judging from their accents they were Americans, probably 
Gulf Oil employees on an innocent hunting trip. Those two 
Americans will never know how close they came to feeling 
the cold touch of sharp steel against their throats. Had they 
accidentally discovered the Recces lying in wait, it would 
have been vital for the survival of the commando that the 
Americans be silenced. 

For the rest of the day the men set up a temporary base 
and waited for the cover of darkness. About 1600 they 
checked their rifles and kit bags, ready to move out. Then 
all hell broke loose. 

This time there was no mistaking it — the heavy fire was 
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Recce candidates disembark from a South African Puma to 
begin final five-day forced march. They carry gasoline-soaked 
biscuits for food, and have the ever-present log for company. 
Photo: Al Venter 


aimed directly at them. There was shouting and confusion. 
The team knew they had been attacked by an Angolan force 
of unknown size. The Recces immediately returned fire, then 
Capt. Du Toit ordered his men to split up in three groups of 
three men each. Outnumbered by the enemy and far from 
home, the best tactic would be to bombshell and regroup 
later. 

One group managed to slip away, then the second. But 
Capt. Du Toit’s group, pinned down by heavy fire, was 
trapped. Du Toit watched as his two remaining comrades, 
Rowland Liebenberg and Louis van Breda, were fatally hit. 
Du Toit himself was hit in the neck, shoulder and arm. 
Helpless and in pain he heard the firing subside, and soon 
dozens of FAPLA soldiers were swarming around him. For 
them the capture of a lone South African soldier was a major 
victory. 

What they didn’t yet realize was that they had one of the 
SADF’s elite — a Recce. The propaganda value of his 
capture had not yet dawned on them. 

This was to have been Capt. Du Toit’s last clandestine 
operation. He had been on several previous such missions 
inside Angola, and in 1983 he was a member of yet another 
Recce group that infiltrated Mozambique, the other former 
Portuguese colony turned Marxist state which borders South 
Africa in the east. That time the group had gone to Maputo, 
capitol of Mozambique, where they destroyed several ANC 
offices. 

The Angolans casevacked him to the capital of Luanda 
where he was taken to a hospital. In the meantime the other 
six Recce team members had managed to escape to the 
north, away from the FAPLA troops. They regrouped and 
made contact with the waiting South African Navy vessel, 
and subsequently returned to friendlier South African 
territory. 

Then the propaganda war started. South African 
authorities maintained that the Recce group had been in the 
area purely on an intelligence gathering mission. The 
Angolans, on the other hand, claimed the Recces were there 
to blow up the jointly owned oil refineries, and this made 
the Americans hopping mad. But the South Africans still 
maintain it would have been absurd for them to blow up 
installations partly belonging to their American allies. 

SADF spokesmen publicly warned that the Angolans 
would use every technique known to them to make Capt. Du 
Toit admit to a demolition raid at an international press 
conference held in Luanda several days later. And at the 
press conference he parroted the Angolans’ claims. 

In Pretoria combat psychologists and military strategists 
who studied a video recording of Du Toit’s ‘‘confessions’’ at 
the press conference were unanimous in their verdict that Du 
Toit had been subjected to extreme psychological torture 
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before his public appearance. They picked up telltale signs 
in his speech, mannerisms, appearance and action. 

“It is clear that Captain Du Toit had been subjected to 
extreme deprivation and threats during interrogation as well 
as that badly needed medical attention was probably 
withheld until he was ready to cooperate,’’ said Piet de la 
Rey, a professor at Pretoria University who has made an 
intensive study of psychological interrogation. 

Others agreed that it is unlikely the Angolans themselves 
had interrogated Du Toit. They believe the dirty work would 
have been performed by their Cuban, East German and 
Russian advisers who are masters of such techniques. 

In the meantime Du Toit has been declared a POW. 
Negotiations concerning his return and those of the two 
Recces killed during the mission have broken down. Unless 
talks re-commence, Du Toit could find himself spending the 
next few years in an Angolan prison. 

In the meantime SADF — by the admission of Gen. 
Viljoen at the time of the Cabinda affair — continued to 
gather intelligence on SWAPO and the ANC in Angola, and 
is probably still doing so. The obvious choice for the job 
would be the men of the Recce Commandos. 

However, Recces haven’t confined their operations solely 
to Angola. On 14 June, less than a month after Cabinda, all 
hell broke loose in Gaborone, Botswana, located only 
kilometers from the South African border. South African 
commandos swooped into the city in the early hours of the 
moming, blasting 10 ANC terrorist targets and killing 
several top ANC commanders before returning across the 
border with a treasure of intelligence documents. All 
indications are that the Special Forces executed this 
operation, since known as the ‘‘Guns of Gaborone”’ raid. 

No information is ever officially given about Special 
Forces activities, but if it had been the Recces who hit 
Gaborone, they certainly restored their reputation after 
Cabinda by showing their nerve and steel in the highly 
successful raid on the ANC bases in Botswana. 

For years South African intelligence agents have infiltrated 
and observed ANC activities all over Southern Africa, 
including Botswana. Once Mozambique had signed the 
Nkomati Accord — a sort of peace pact — with South 
Africa, the ANC was denied a convenient launching pad for 
its terrorist incursions into South Africa. They now had to 
find another host country from which they could cross the 
border into South Africa. Botswana, close to Johannesburg 
and the industrial heart of the Reef, seemed the obvious 
choice. 

In Gaborone, South African agents infiltrated the ANC, 
observed their known haunts, took photographs, made 
detailed sketch plans of targets, and gathered other vital 


Although their primary mission is deep reconnaissance, the 
Recces can be used against selected targets unsuited for more 
conventional strikes. Photo: Al Venter 
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Selection course for the Reconnaissance Commandos is one of 
the world’s toughest — only 40 out of 700 will pass. Armed with 
full kit and 66-pound sandbags, these troops wade through the 
water orientation course. Photo: Al Venter 


evidence which would justify a cross-border raid. 

In the meantime South African politicians tried to defuse 
the diplomatic time bomb by warning the Botswana 
government that ANC operatives were actively organizing 
armed incursions from that country. In every case Botswana 
replied that the people in Gaborone were merely innocent 
refugees sympathetic to the ANC. On several occasions 
South Africa supplied Botswana with evidence to the 
contrary — in at least one case this led to Botswana police 
uncovering a large ANC arms cache. But Botswana still 
preferred to maintain that the terrorists were merely 
refugees. 

In one instance Botswana’s President Quett Masire 
summoned ANC president Oliver Tambo to Gaborone, just 
to be assured in public by Tambo that the ANC would not 
use Botswana territory for the launching of terror actions 
against South Africa. Then, in a behind-the-scenes move, 
Tambo instructed his cadres in Botswana to ignore his public 
statements and to continue with their terror campaign as 
planned. South African agents intercepted this message from 
Tambo and informed the Botswana government that ANC 
terrorists in Gaborone were not merely “‘innocent refugees,”’ 
but the latter again chose to ignore the evidence. 

Meanwhile terrorist activities in South Africa, for which 
the ANC claimed responsibility, were mounting. Black town 
councilors — accused by the ANC, the United Democratic 
Front and other left-wing radical elements of being 
government collaborators and sellouts — were being 
slaughtered in the townships. In one case a councilor and his 
son were stoned and hacked with pangas (machetes), set 
alight, and then eaten by a mob of black youths. 

In another instance, an elderly white couple were gunned 
down in their remote northem Transvaal farm shop, after 
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which the band of ANC attackers burned the shop down and 
fled across the border to Botswana. 

Russian-made limpet mines also exploded in several 
places across the country, killing and injuring innocent 
people. Policemen were attacked in their homes with hand 
grenades, and police found several arms caches belonging to 
ANC insurgents. 

Counterinsurgency measures taken by South African 
police resulted in 33 ANC terrorists arrested, and several 
others were shot and killed. The ANC, however, continued 
sending its so-called “‘suicide squads’’ on terrorist missions 
into South Africa. This is where the ANC nerve center in 
Gaborone came into the picture. 

Intelligence agents had identified 34 ANC targets in 
Gaborone. Typical of Marxist-revolutionary method, the 
ANC bases were hidden in ordinary civilian houses nestled 
in suburbs crowded with innocent civilians. They knew this 
strategy would make it extremely difficult for anyone, 
including the South Africans, to neutralize them because the 
civilian casualties would be too horrifying. South Africa 
would not dare inflict such damage on the civilians of a 
neighboring state. For this reason South African intelligence 
and military planners narrowed their list of ANC targets first 
from 34 to 18, and finally to 10. The intelligence dossier 
built up on the ten targets finally read like this: 

Target One: A safe-house used for hiding terrorists in 
transit; for conducting weekend crash-course training in the 
handling of hand grenades; training ANC terrorist recruits; 
and for organizing suicide-squad missions into South Africa. 
The house was situated in the Tlokweng suburb of Gaborone 
and run by two women terrorists of the ANC, Sadi Pule and 
Lucy Mashile, both trained in Cuba and Moscow. 

Target Two: Another house in Tlokweng suburb used 
since 1980 as a base for terrorists en route from Zambia via 
Botswana to South Africa, and for crash courses for suicide 
squads. From here the murder of the elderly couple in their 
farm shop was planned. 

Target Three: Two houses in Tlokweng suburb occupied 
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by an Indian man named George, responsible for ANC 
leadership logistics. 

Target Four: A house in the Broadhurst suburb of 
Gaborone occupied by Duke Machobane, responsible for 
ANC military training and supplying safe-houses:for ANC 
operatives of UmKhonto We Sizwe (Spear of the Nation) - —_ 
the ANC military wing. (Much of the planning of 
UmKhonto We Sizwe is done by Joe Slovo, an exiled. 
former Johannesburg attomey who is the number two man in 
the military wing and identified as a colonel in the Russian 
KGB). 

Target Five: Another house in Broadhurst occupied by 
Nkukwane Mkhulu, ANC logistics expert since June 1981. 
The house was also used as a transit safe-house. 

Target Six: A house in Pudulogo Close, Gaborone, 
occupied by Uriel Abrahamse and South African draft 
dodger Mike Hamlyn. They were responsible for 
accommodation and transportation of terrorists to and from 
South Africa, and also trained suicide squads. Intelligence: 
also indicated that a PLO official lived here and that the _ 
PLO was involved in training ANC cadres. — 

Target Seven: The offices of the Solidarity News Service 
in central Gaborone. Posing as a news agency, these offices 
were actually the intelligence gathering headquarters of the 
ANC. 

Target Eight: ANC offices in the Bonteng suburb of 
Gaborone which served as a storage facility for arms, food. 
and clothing. 

Target Nine: A house in the Broadhurst suburb, occupied 
by Tim Williams who underwent military training in a PAC 
(Pan-African Congress — rivals to the ANC) camp in Libya, 
had since joined the ANC, and who was responsible for 
training, courier services, political indoctrination and 
underground accommodation. 

Target Ten: A house in Broadhurst occupied by George 
and Lindy Phale who both trained terrorists, handled ANC 
finances, and used their bus company for the transport of 
terrorists. George Phale had also been directly responsible 
for the bomb explosion in Johannesburg’s Carlton Center at 


Christmas 1975 which killed and injured scores of innocent 


shoppers. 

Such was the picture that emerged from the files of the 
Security Branch of the South African Police on Monday 10 
June. There was ample reason to launch a major strike 
against these targets, but still South Africa held back. 
Negotiations with Botswana over the ANC presence 
continued, but then intelligence surfaced that the ANC was 
to launch a stepped-up terror campaign in South Africa 
lasting two weeks, the attacks to coincide with the ANC’s 
national conference in Lusaka, Zambia. 

Further intelligence was received that ANC suicide squads 


had been briefed to hit non-white political leaders in South ~ 


Africa who participated in the new constitutional system of 
the country which had a year ago extended the vote to 
Coloreds (the South African legal division of mixed-race 
citizens) and Indians. Black community councilors, 
sponsored by the government, were also to be eliminated. by 
these squads. 

On 11 June ANC suicide Sidais struck in Cape Town 
during a night attack with hand grenades, seriously injuring 
the newly appointed Colored member of President P.W. 
Botha’s Cabinet, Mr. Luwellyn Landers, and another 
prominent Colored Member of Parliament. 

In an emergency meeting between senior members of 
government, Defence Force commanders and intelligence 
chiefs, it was decided that the time had come to hit 
Gaborone and eliminate the ANC. 

Though official sources were unwilling to reveal much 
after the raid, a clear picture could be pieced together from 
both official and eyewitness accounts. Sources in Botswana 
believe the South African commandos — most likely made 
up once again from elements of the Special Forces due to 
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Map showing ‘“‘Guns of Gaborone”’ raid carried out by South 
African Special Forces against selected ANC targets in 
Botswana. The raid nipped in the bud a planned two-week ANC 
suicide-squad offensive against South African targets. 


the nature of the clandestine raid — crossed the border in 
small groups at Kopfontein Border Gate, dressed in civilian 
clothes, driving civilian vehicles and going through the 
normal customs checks. 

Once inside the country the commandos probably split up 
and booked into various hotels spread across Gaborone, 
waiting for the moment they would go into action. After the 
attack, several hotels reported that South Africans who had 
been staying in the hotels disappeared only a few hours 
before the raid. 

Then came D-Day — Friday, 14 June. At precisely 0100 
a power failure blackened parts of the city. At 0115 the first 
shots and explosions ripped through the sleeping city. 

Commandos, operating in small teams, were hitting the 10 
targets simultaneously. Teams would draw up outside a 
target, kick open doors, locate and identify wanted ANC 
men on their ‘‘hit list,’’ eliminate them, and then remove 
weapons, documentation and other material from the 
buildings. 

Once this had been accomplished, explosives or hand 
grenades were used to destroy the buildings and the 
commandos would leave the scene — minutes after first 
striking a target. - 

On several occasions Botswana Police patrols were 
encountered in the city. According to the Gen. Viljoen, 
these patrols were informed by the raiders that South 
Africans were attacking ANC targets, and that the patrols 
were to keep out of the fighting. In all cases the Botswana 
Police complied and returned to the Central Police Station 
till the raid had been completed. Only in a few instances did 
the South Africans meet with resistance from the ANC, and 
one South African soldier was lightly wounded. 

Gaborone residents reported after the raid that the South 
Africans had cut all telephone links between the city, the 
border post, and the main Botswana Defence Force barracks, 
the Sir Seretse Khama Barracks several kilometers outside 
town. Some reports also claimed that tire-puncturing spikes . 
were strewn outside the barracks preventing the Botswana 
Defence Force from taking any action. 

One commando team manned a strategic roadblock on the 
Tlokweng road which leads to the border post, securing the 
escape route for the commandos once the raid finished. It 
was here that the heaviest resistance was met. 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 81 


ONLY THE FIT NEED APPLY 


A military convoy of Soviet-made trucks, bearing the 
markings of FAPLA, the Angolan army, rumbles down the 
sandy dirt track through the African bush. The sun glints off 
the barrels of several LMGs mounted on the vehicles, and 56 
men dressed in tattered camouflage battle dress similar to 
East German issue sit idly on the trucks holding their AK- 
47s. The convoy slowly grinds past and eventually dis- 
appears around a bend at the bottom of the track. 

Two shadows silently rise from the small undergrowth 
alongside the track. One is wearing brown battle-dress pants, 
green canvas boots, a dirty brown T-shirt and a brown bush 
hat, while the other is-dressed in black shorts, brown sneak- 
ers and camouflaged T-shirt. The faces, arms and legs of the 
two white men have been blackened, and both carry knives, 
R4 folding-butt rifles, 9mm pistols, and a small shortwave 
radio. 

For several seconds they stare after the convoy, then slip 
unseen into the bush. They are 1,000 kilometers from the 
nearest friendly base, but that’s their job. The two men are 

“members of 1 Reconnaissance Commando, Special Forces, 
of the South African Army. 

Super-fit, fearless and deadly, the Recces are the unknown 
factor in the South African war machine since SADF will say 
little about the unit. Recent unwanted publicity has made it 
clear that the Recces’ mission includes deep reconnaissance 
behind enemy lines as well as lightning-strike attacks against 
selected targets. 

i Reconnaissance Commando, the first Special Forces 
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An eight-kilometer race with log tests endurance, 
teamwork, and leadership ability. A log is used because it’s 
tactically valueless —— a psychological burden Recce 
candidates must overcome. Photo: Al Venter 


unit in the South African Defence Force (SADF), came into 


~ being on 1 October 1972 in response to South Africa’s need 


for an SAS-type commando unit. Few people knew of the 
event. 

Because of its stunning success in operations throughout 
southern Africa, additional Recces have been formed to 
include a Citizen Force Reconnaissance Commando. 

One does not simply knock on the recruiter’s door, sign 
up, and become a Recce — special operations units just don’t 
work that way. Candidates must pass a grueling series of 
physical and psychological tests before they’re even consid- 
ered for training. They live under a microscope designed to 
detect the slightest flaw in character, leadership and intellect 
throughout the selection process. 

No roughnecks or trigger-happy cowboys make the grade, 
and it’s little wonder that only some 40 out of a select group 
of 700 applicants are accepted into the unit annually. 

Before the aspiring Recce even begins the pre-selection 
program, he’s faced with a back-breaking PT test designed to 
weed out the unfit. The test begins with a six-hour, 15- 
kilometer route march with normal kit, rifle and 30 kg (66-1b) 
sandbag. Then follows a 45-minute, eight-kilometer run in 
long trousers and boots, with rifle; a 20-minute, five- 
kilometer cross-country run; eight non-stop pull-ups; 80 sit- 


“Ups in two minutes; 50 non-stop press-ups; a 45-meter free- 
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style swim; 40 shuttle runs of seven meters each in 90 
seconds; 85 shuttle kicks in two minutes; and a 200-meter 
fireman’s carry in one minute. And that’s just the beginning. 

If the candidate can convince the selection board that he 
has something to offer the unit, and he can pass stringent 
medical and psychological tests, he’s then ready to begin the 
three-week preselection course. 

This program consists of two weeks of strenuous PT eight 
hours a day, every day, and is followed by a one-week water 
orientation program in the bush and swamps of Zululand. 
Recruits are taught boating, swimming and survival skills, 
and are rated on adaptability, ability to work under stress, 
resistance to cold and claustrophobia, coordination and fit- 
ness. The course also includes an eight-kilometer race —two 
men to a heavy pole intended for four-man exercise — over 
sand dunes to test endurance, teamwork and leadership. 
Rations are gradually reduced to a bare minimum during this 
last week’s water orientation test. Some 40 percent of the 
applicants normally drop out during the three-week course. 

If the candidate survives this test, he’s now ready for the 
next phase of selection: a one-week orientation and survival 
course inside the Namibian war zone — the operational area. 
Basic bush survival skills are emphasized during this phase, 
rations are again reduced, and water limited to five liters per 
man per day. Still under the microscope, candidates are rated 
for bush adaptability, weapons care, water and rations disci- 
pline, navigation, observation and memory, and especially 
the ability to work with others under stress. Even more men 
give up the ghost at this stage and drop out. 

Then follows a psychological test designed to rate will 
power. Troops are given coordinates for a 40-kilometer route 
march with little water and no food. Halfway through they’re 
met by officers who allow them to fill their water bottles — 
while the officers stand around sipping iced soft drinks and 
eating. On arrival at the rendezvous point the men are given a 
few inedible dog biscuits which have been soaked in gasoline 
— while the officers enjoy a barbecue. The starving men are 
invited to take some food; those who submit to temptation are 
summarily kicked off the course. 

The final phase of selection sends candidates out to the 
bush on yet another route march lasting five days, this time 
armed only with one-half a 24-hour ration pack, eight gas- 
soaked biscuits and a tin of condensed milk. As the survivors 
straggle into the rendezvous point, they’re told they have 
another 30 kilometers left to travel. Those with the will to 
carry on usually find their instructors waiting behind a tree a 
short distance away; selection is over. 

Training now begins in earnest. After successful comple- 
tion of the parachute course, troops are accepted into the 
ranks of the Recces to start 42 weeks of intensive training 
which includes tracking, weapons, bush survival, unconven- 
tional warfare, mountaineering, demolition skills, guerrilla 
tactics and equipment, and all-conditions navigation. New 
men can then specialize in a particular skill — medical, 
signals, demolitions, tracking — and will be assigned to a 
Recce team. 

In 1981 I met some Recces on Operation Daisy deep inside 
Angola. They wore an assortment of uniforms ranging from 
standard Army issue “‘browns”’ to items of clothing formerly 
belonging to SWAPO terrorists. In a land with very little 
water, they adhered strictly to the philosophy that water is for 
drinking only. One man told me he had been “‘tramping 
around Angola on and off for nine months,’’ sleeping in 
louse-infested bunkers vacated by SWAPO, living off the 
land, watching enemy movements and always remaining 
concealed. 

He had no complaints, though. After the man-eating Rec- 
ce selection process, he was one man who could take any- 
thing the African bush, or SWAPO, would care to throw at 
him. 
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An unidentified vehicle suddenly came rushing out of the 
dark, its emergency lights flashing, on a collision course 
with the roadblock. People inside the vehicle opened fire on 
the South Africans who immediately retaliated, leaving two 
men in the vehicle dead. 

Within 20 minutes the raid was over. The commandos 
regrouped and drove across the border back into South 
Africa. They left behind 10 devastated ANC targets and 12 
dead bodies of whom nine were key ANC terrorists. They 
brought back with them a variety of intelligence and 
administrative documents, hand grenades, and 
Soviet-supplied weaponry. 

The prize find for the South Africans was a new Russian 
high-tech sniper’s silencer fitted to an AK-47 — only the 
second to be found in Africa and the third to be found 
outside the Soviet Union. Intelligence experts believe this 
assassination weapon was to be used for the killing of 
moderate politicians in South Africa. 

Intelligence officers who sifted through documents seized 
in Gaborone established that the ANC bases had been used 
for hiding arms caches, housing a sophisticated intelligence 
network, hiding terrorists in transit between Zambia and 
South Africa, running a logistical back-up operation for the 
ANC, and for providing 24-hour training courses for 


members of the suicide squads. These courses, given to men 


who made weekend trips from South Africa to Gaborone 
posing as ordinary tourists or as visiting relatives, consisted 
mainly of rudimentary instruction in the use of hand 
grenades, small arms and limpet mines. Intelligence sources 
in Pretoria believe it is because of this poor and hasty 
training that so many ANC terrorists have blown themselves 
up in South Africa en route to their targets. 

After the successful Gaborone raid, Gen. Viljoen told a 
press conference that SADF had wanted the operation to be 
clean and clinical with minimum loss of civilian life or 
damage to property — and that is exactly the way it went. 

Since the raid several key ANC personnel — believing 
they might be future targets — have fled from Botswana to 
Zambia, and one operator is now in London, working at the 
ANC office in that city. The Botswana government, finally 
realizing the risks of harboring ANC terrorists, has also 
deported several members of the ANC and its rival 
Black-liberation movement, the Pan-African Congress. 

The Recces have since slipped back into obscurity — the 


natural haven for clandestine, special operations units. Their 


record, however, speaks for itself, for the Special Forces of 
South Africa have proven on numerous occasions what a 
formidable war machine the country has at its disposal. In 
recent years Special Forces covert operations in Southern 
Africa have included: 

@ A commando raid into neighboring Mozambique on 30 
January 1981 in which three ANC targets were attacked less 
than 15 kilometers from the Mozambican capital of Maputo. 
Several top ANC personnel were taken out and the South 
Africans lost one man. 

@ Another raid on several ANC targets in Maseru, the 
capital of neighboring Lesotho, on 2 December 1982. 
Maseru claimed 42 people had died in the attack. 

@ Yet another raid on 17 October 1983, this time into the 
heart of Maputo where an ANC planning center was 
destroyed. 

In the meantime small teams of Recces continue their 
prime function of long-range intelligence gathering behind 
enemy lines — unperturbed at the presence of well-trained 
and equipped Cuban, East German and Russian forces as 
well as the home forces in the country of operation. These 
clandestine operations repeatedly come under heavy attack 
by the Left in the political halls of the world, but they are 
strategic operations of vital necessity to the South African 
fight for survival. Without them, and the Recces who carry 
them out, the South African war machine could become a 
blind lion. ®& 
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Slow but Sure, 
Low but Lethal 


OIN AIR 


by Dana Drenkowski 


LACKNESS of 
pre-dawn fades into the 

new light of morning. All 
that is visible under the 
pale quarter moon are the 
scurrying shadows of men 
feverishly unloading 
supplies of ammunition, 
guns and food from a 
truck. Daylight is fast 
approaching and with it 
will inevitably come small 
reconnaissance planes 
which seem to spot all that 
moves. And close on their 
tails come the jet fighters. 

Sweating in the clinging 
dark amid the clatter of 
unloading boxes, the 
guerrillas don’t hear the 
growling drone of 
propellers high above 
them. They have nothing 
to worry about. After all, 
they had been told that the 
night belongs to the 
guerrillas. 
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But not on this night. 
Above the silent shadows 
of the working men circles 
a platform carrying tons of 
cluster bomb munitions, 
television-guided rockets 
and wicked white 
phosphorus bombs that 
scatter scalding metal 
fragments everywhere, And 
it can back up that deadly 
payload with a hail of 
20mm and 30mm cannon 
rounds pouring down at a 
rate of 6,000 rounds per 
minute from a six-barrel 
Gatling gun. 

In a bright flash of white 
light, one of the trucks is 
ripped apart. With it go 
dozens of men, blown into 
oblivion without a clue 
where the killing blast 
came from. A blazing sheet 
of 40mm cannon shells 
pounds into the remaining 
trucks. Nearly every shell 
hits a target with unearthly 
accuracy. Under the rolling 
wall of explosions, the few 
dazed and bewildered 
survivors race into the 
trees and brush. They can 
run but they can’t hide. 


Brilliant flashes and 
roaring explosions ruin 
night vision and deafen 
ears. Guerrillas can’t hear 
the AC-130 as it circles 
lower, like a great metal 
vulture seeking prey with 
its darkness-penetrating 
electronic eyes. The three 
20mm Gatling cannons are 
armed. Human hunters 
know that enemy survivors 
are still within a few 
hundred yards of the 
burning wrecks that were 
once trucks. The hunt 
begins. 

Though the infrared eyes 
are somewhat blinded by 
the heat from the fires, 
other non-human eyes pick 
up small spots where it is 
likely the survivors have 
gone. Except for the 
“civilians” unloading the 
trucks, there were no 
non-combatants in the area 
so the aircraft mission 


Spectre can really tear up 
the turf, but only in 
countries that can afford to 
own it. At $100 million a 
copy, that rules out most of 
the Third World. Photo: 
AP/Wide World Photos 


commander orders the 
20mm cannon to fire on 
the entire area within a few 
hundred yards of the 
trucks. Three guns, their 
six barrels rotating in a 
blur, spew over 18,000 
rounds a minute into the 
area. That’s at least one 
20mm round in every 
square foot of turf the size 
of two football fields. It’s 
not likely that many Gs got 
away from that one. 

Hell’s fire rains down 
from a four-engine AC-130 
circling slowly from 7,000 
feet above the querrillas. In 
that plane high overhead, 
several navigators and 
computer operators 
coordinate information 
received from high-tech 
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instruments that pinpoint 
targets with uncanny 
accuracy. The guns rarely 
miss. They prove that 
again as the supplies for 
two guerrilla battalions 
disappear in red-orange 
balls of fire. 

This drama reopens at a 
communist camp miles 
away. Two guerrilla 
battalions, planning a 
massive Final Offensive for 
the fourth time, are 
informed that there are no 
supplies to fuel it. It gets 


worse. 


Dozens of men from 
each battalion had been 
assigned to assist the 
unloading — now they are 
missing and presumed 
dead. Without a shot fired 
by the guerrillas, the 
offensive has collapsed. 
The battalions retreat 
farther into the forest and 
pillage local peasants for 
food and supplies. 


ound a. bit: idealistic? 
y ow’ re. tight, but that’s the 
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Commando Wing was 
authorized to draw upon 
the stocks of mothballed 
World War Il prop aircraft. 
Delivered to the affected 
countries, these aircraft, 
cost pennies on the dollar 
for planes that cost $40,000 
to $50,000 new in WWII. 
And those planes could 
get the job done. The Air 
Commandos used C-46s, 


‘C-47s and some C-123s to 


make up the bulk of their 
supply carriers. Fighters 
and fighter-bombers 
include piston-engined T-28 
and A-1 Skyraiders, both 
single-engine fighters with 
astonishing bomb-carrying 
and loiter capabilities. The 
twin-engined piston-driven 
A-26 is also a WWII 
veteran. 

Make no mistake, WWII 
planes have what it takes 
to fight a COIN war. 

Another vital piece in 
any air arsenal is the . 
observation plane. The Air 
Commandos used mostly 
Cessna 0-1 Birddogs and 
0-2 Skymasters. The 
former was a slow, 


single-engine, tail-dragging 
aircraft used as a liaison 
vehicle by the U.S. Army 
while the latter wasa_. 
modified version of a 
commercial aircraft which 
had one piston engine 
mounted in the front, one 
inthe rear andatwin — 


boom tail. 


Before the Vietnam War, 
cheap transports were 
beefed up into gunships by 
modifying C-47s and C-119 


_ Flying Boxcars with 


side-firing machine guns. 
These aircraft were up to 
the job of countering 
Soviet-controlled querrilla 
movements designed to 
surround the United States 
with unfriendly nations. But 
Washington’s perception of 
security threats has 
changed since then. 

After the Vietnam War, 
the United States Air Force 


' The A-10 Warthog was 


Although many Third World 
air forces would give 
anything to have some F-15 
Eagles or F-16 Fighting 
Falcons they don’t need. 
them. Slower, lower-flying 
aircraft are the answer for 
COIN warfare. Photo: 
AP/Wide World Photos 


designed as a COIN aircraft 
but its $15 million-plus 
price tag puts it out of reach 
of most Third World 
countries. Photo: AP/Wide 
World Photos 
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concentrated its efforts on 
developing high-technology 
aircraft to counter a direct 
Soviet threat in a major 
European conflict. That 
threat has been extant for 
four decades and the 
United States has seen the 
Soviet war machine as the 
primary problem in the 
defense arena. Bordering 
on paranoia, this 
preoccupation has led to 
advances in 
space technology and other 
sophisticated weapons. 
That’s well and good, but 
this technology, pursued 


single-mindedly, cost us 
our COIN capacity. 
Low-intensity insurgencies 
have plagued our friends 
and allies since the 1940s, 
but the needs of America’s 
small allies could be met 
by rounding up a few 
WWII- and Korean 


War-vintage fighters and 


transport planes. Though 


not specifically designed for 
COIN, these relics were 
cheap, simple to operate 


wee 
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and carried adequate loads 
for the task at hand. We 
didn’t seem to be 
threatened directly, so we 
could continue to build 
modern monsters for 
ourselves, while we gave 
away supposedly outdated 
aircraft. We didn’t need the 
little stuff. 

Now, countries like 
Honduras, E! Salvador or 
Peru continue fighting 
Marxist insurgents. They 
only get what we can 
supply, and we don’t have 
anything they can afford, 
even if they could use an 
AC-130. And like their 
teachers in the U.S. Air 
Force, these embattled 
nations have been equipped 
and trained (sometimes by 
us) to fight a threat that 
rarely materializes: an 
outside invasion by 
conventional forces. 


——— 
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That leaves our smaller, 
poorer allies in a bind. 
They often have neither the 
equipment nor the training 
to fight communist 
insurgencies. They must 
turn outside their borders 
for help. 

That aid invariably 
comes from the United 
States with its pool of 
resources and experience. 
And if Washington chooses 
not to commit its own 
manpower and equipment 
to the fray, as in El 
Salvador, then it provides 
limited funds for the 
purchase of equipment. 

But what equipment can 
America offer its allies? 
Those pools of cheap, 
unemployed WWII aircraft 
are gone. And while we 
worked on automated 
dinosaurs for direct 
confrontation, United 
States planners ignored the 
need for small, cheap 
guerrilla-busting aircraft. 
Instead, they sell AC-130 
Spectre gunships ($100 
million each), A-10 
Warthog air-to-ground 


fighters ($15 million to $20 
million), F-15 Eagle jet 
fighters ($26 million-plus) 
and F-16 jet fighters ($22 
million-plus). And they are 
designed to fight 
conventional, big-bucks 
wars. None of these 
space-age heavyweights 
can put up a winning 
performance in the COIN 
game. 

The United States has 
not had to fight a war in 
Europe in four decades, 
thanks to the deterrent 
effect of these megabuck 
war machines. But 
brush-fire wars still rage 
out of control all over the 
world. Those fast-flying 
bomb platforms have only 
fueled those flames. 

Do they cause more 
harm than good? A lot of 
COIN warfare experts think 
so. They say that you can’t 
win hearts and minds if 
you’re blowing civilians out 
of their homes with 
indiscriminate bombs 
dropped from fast-flying 
planes. That’s a valid gripe. 
Farmers will never take 
kindly to being killed by 
government troops. 

They didn’t in Vietnam 
and they won't in El 
Salvador. 


But even after 40 years 
of operations in 
low-intensity warfare — 
with equipment designed 
for global confrontations — 
the current U.S. Air Force 
brass doesn’t seem to 
realize that Washington 
will continue to require the 
Air Force to support allies 
involved in guerrilla wars. 
No plans are currently in 
effect to re-equip the Air 
Commandos with new, 
cheap aircraft suitable for 
use by a beleaguered ally. 
There has been at least one 
step in the right direction 
though. The U.S. Air Force 
has equipped seven C-47s 
with the machine guns 
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necessary to pour accurate 
fire onto concentrations of 
guerrilla soldiers. It was an 
easy task and the 
Salvadoran air force will 
have no trouble 
maintaining these simple 
machines. 
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Understand: We’ve been 
in El Salvador for four 
years. And the need to 
fight the Gs with superior 
mobility from the air isn’t a 
new mission requirement 
for successful prosecution 
of that war. 

The problem is obvious. 
The United States needs a 
counterinsurgency Air 
Force unit to aid its allies 
with training and 
equipment, or as skilled 
COIN combat pilots ready 
to fight if Congress so 
decides. Although the 
USAF’s Air Commandos 
once filled that need, they 
are now wedded to a 
high-tech conventional war 
scenario with only the’ 
AC-130 gunship as a tool. 
That won’t go very far in 
most modern guerrilla 
wars. 


Air Commandos also 
have several MC-130 
aircraft and some 
long-range helicopters for 
insertion and extraction of 
troops on operations like 
the Iranian rescue attempt. 
The MC-130 is an 
unarmed, specially 
modified aircraft used for 
navigation, command and 
control. It would be of no 
use to a Third World nation 
torn by insurgency. The 
helicopters are useful, but 
the Air Force has given 
them up. Because of the 
emphasis on Star Wars 
technology, they turned 
most of their helicopter 
fleet over to the Army. One 
more piece of their COIN 
capability down the drain. 

Bottom line? The Air 
Force needs at least one 
new piece of equipment 
before it can get back into 
the guerrilla war business. 
If they build some cheap, 
simple aircraft, the COIN 
task will become a whole 
lot easier. Simple transport 
planes, small 


fighter-bombers (piston or 
turbine engined), light 
recon planes, cheap and 
mass-produced helicopters 
and simple gunships 
mounting a bank ‘of 
Gatling-style machine guns 
or cannons firing out the 
side are just the ticket. 
Remember, keep it cheap, 
simple and easy to 
maintain. 

Special equipment takes 
special care and since the 
USAF has neglected this 
part of modern warfare, a 
new unit of qualified, 
dedicated airmen who can 
train and equip Third 
World air forces in the 
skills needed to fight 
guerrilla wars will need to 
be formed. That shouldn’t 
be too hard. Just pattern 
them after the old Air 
Commandos. 

Rebuilding 
unconventional fighting 
forces will help our allies in 
the Third World but it will 
also help in the global 
context. If the Soviet Union 
sees that the U.S. is 
serious about fighting 
communist brush fires, 
they may be more careful 
when playing with 
matches. 
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IMES are changing, even in police 

departments. Some time ago we 
examined front-break police duty 
holsters (see “Front-Break Holsters,” 
SOF, October ’81) which have long 
been available for a variety of 
revolvers but few were available for 
semiauto pistols. With the gradual 
shift in departmental attitudes, 
however, many U.S. police are 
switching to self-loaders. Not long 
after the front-break article was 
printed, even my department adopted 
a semiauto pistol, the S&W Model 
459. My mission: search for a new 
front-break holster. 

Much of my time was spent 
contacting virtually every major holster 
maker in the country (and many minor 
ones). Files of correspondence grew 
as possibilities narrowed. | even 
submitted designs. 

Understandably, there were 
marketability and liability concerns 
and — in some cases — lack of 
interest. But as more and more police 
change to semiauto duty pistols many 
holster companies have moved in to 
take advantage of a growing market. 

Responding to this increase in the 
market, J.M. Bucheimer Company has 
developed a front-break holster for 
many of the semiauto pistols now in 
service with the military and police 
departments across the country. The 
new Bucheimer comes in a variety of 
models. Model 1 will accommodate 
S&W 39, 59, and 469 semiauto pistols 
and the Colt Commander. Model 2 will 
fit the Colt Government Model .45, 
Model 92 Beretta, Llama, Browning 
Hi-Power 9mm and Steyr GB 9mm. 
The two most recent models in the 
Bucheimer front-break line fit the 
S!G-Sauer P226 and the U.S. Armed 
Forces’ newly adopted service pistol 
— the Beretta 92SB-F. All holsters 
retail for between $39 and $49. 


The Bucheimer front-break fills the need 
for a fast-draw but snatch-proof holster 
for law enforcement and military 
applications. 


RAP SHEET 


Sergeant Gary Paul Johnston is an 
oid SOFer: a gentleman, scholar, fine 
judge of firearms and a cop. 

After abandoning his studies in 
theoretical philosophy at Cleveland's 
Fenn College, Johnston went back to 
his home town, Los Angeles, to study 
applied philosophy as a policeman. 
After three years of service he re- 

‘turned to Cleveland and joined the 
Shaker Heights Police Department. 

Sergeant Johnston has fired and 
studied all kinds of firearms since 
childhood, and this is his sixteenth 
article for Soldier of Fortune. 
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Grab-Resistant 
Holster Scores 
with Experts 


L_ 


by Sgt. Gary Paul Johnston 
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Bucheimer’s prototype was 
immediately impressive because it did 
what a holster is supposed to do: It 
holds the pistol securely. And for a 
duty officer, security of the weapon 
while grappling with a suspect is one 
of its two most important functions. 
But when you need a pistol, you have 
to be able to draw the weapon. 

Unfortunately, no holster you can 
get a pistol out of is snatch-proof. Yet 
the Bucheimer front-break is as close 
to being snatch-proof as any usable 
holster. Smith & Wesson's M-459 
cannot be taken from the new 
Bucheimer holster by pulling it up or 
from the rear, and it would not fall out 
during running or jumping. That’s 
security. 

These new front-breaks are made of 
leather and are similar to the front-draw 
holster Bucheimer has made for many 
years. A Bucheimer hallmark, a long 
U-shaped spring, runs vertically up the 
front, providing tension. In the center of 
the new front-break lies a tough plastic 
stud that protrudes from the inner side 
into the pistol pocket. When the pistol is 
inserted, the trigger guard slips over the 
curved top surface of the stud. This 
protrusion then snaps into the guard, 
locking the gun to prevent unauthorized 
vertical or rear removal. The tension 
spring keeps the gun from moving 
forward until it is pulled in that direction, 
then the trigger guard slides past the 
rear of the stud until it is free. The 
system is simple and it works. 

After use one problem with the 
prototype became evident: There was 
no safety strap. That was soon 
corrected. The original Berns-Martin 
front-break has a strap that comes 
around the front of the holster to snap 
on the side when an officer needs 
extra security for his weapon. For 
ordinary use, the strap would be 
unsnapped and left hanging to give a 
quicker draw. 

The test holster was returned to 
Bucheimer's executive vice president, 
Gene Whipp, with my suggestions. A 
few weeks later | was surprised to 
receive another holster that 
incorporated these recommendations 
exactly as described. 

Bucheimer is the first holster maker 
to introduce a front-break holster for a 
variety of military and police semiauto 
pistols in an attempt to meet an 
urgent need. If you carry a semiauto 
pistol on duty, you would do well to 
examine this new holster. I’ve got 
mine. 

For details contact J.M. Bucheimer 
Co. Inc., Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 280, 
Frederick, MD 21701 or call 
1-800-638-9608. @ 


Bucheimer’s breakthrough: a 
front-break holster with safety strap for 
autos. Photo: Sgt. Gary Paul Johnston 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 91 


SOF FEATURE 


KNOCKDOWN 
NONSENSE 


It Only Happens in Movies 


by B.R. Hughes 


HERE’S probably more misinformation 

being tossed around about the relative 
power of handguns than any other gun- 
related topic. On the one hand, there are 
those who favor big, heavy bullets because 
of their ‘‘knockdown power.”’ On the other, 
there are enthusiasts who fancy fast, expand- 
ing slugs because of the ‘‘shock power.”’ 

The big question is, ““Who’s right?’’ 

Vocal big-bore devotees claim to have 
proof on their side in the way of the grisly 
Thompson-LaGarde study conducted in 
1904 — or so they believe. 

Advocates of high velocity have, among 
other things, the results of Department of 
Justice analysis from the mid-1970s to 
document their views. 

Let’s consider the term knockdown pow- 
er. Right off the bat, it must be understood 
that there are no handgun cartridges in exis- 
tence which will knock a person off his feet. 


LEFT: Knockdown power may exist in 
handgun form, but you’d have to go to one 
of J.D. Jones’ handcannons made on the 
T/C Contender model to find it. Photo 
courtesy Michaels of Oregon 
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One proponent of big-bores believed that 
there is a greater impact from .44 Magnum 
than from .308. And his hard-body armor 
test supported the assumption that the .44 
possessed more knockdown power. 
Obviously, what he felt was the result of the 
mass of the projectile. 

As any first-year physics student knows, 
mass times velocity gives you momentum. 
This is the same formula used by the Inter- 
national Practical Shooting Confederation 
(IPSC) to determine which loads will be 
judged major. Any given load must achieve 
the level of 170,000 when the weight in 


BLACKPOWDER BUFF 


An avid muzzleloading enthusiast, 
B.R. Hughes is one of SOF’s original 
knife and gun writers. He has been on 
the editorial staff of Muzzleloader maga- 
zine, and in 1976 he went on the first 
modern blackpowder hunt permitted by 
the Rhodesian game department. He is 
presently arms editor at Warriors, the 
magazine of all the fighting arts. 


grains is multiplied by the velocity in feet 
per second. If there is indeed any such thing 
as knockdown as applied to handguns, this 
should be a reliable yardstick. 

Imagine a 240-grain .44 Magnum bullet 
traveling at 1,400 fps. On the IPSC scale, 
this would go 336,000 — definitely a major 
load. Now conjure up a mental image of a 
16-pound bowling ball moving at a very 
leisurely rate of one foot per second. To 
give some idea of just how slow this is, if a 
baseball player on a regulation diamond 
threw the ball from pitcher’s mound to 
home plate at a rate of one foot per second, it 
would require about one minute for the ball 
to reach home. 

So in terms of momentum, using the same 
formula employed by IPSC, that bowling ball 
just barely moving at one foot per second 
would score an incredible 1,792,000, which is 
more than five times as much as that de- 
veloped by the .44 Magnum. 


A regulation baseball thrown at 30 mph will 
easily make IPSC major classification, but 
the .25 ACP doesn’t. Which would you 
rather get hit with? Photo: B.R. Hughes 
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Now, let’s take that regulation baseball, 


but this time let’s throw it at a rate of 30 - 


miles per hour, which can easily be 
achieved by virtually any little-league pitch- 
er. On the IPSC momentum scale that base- 
ball will generate a rating of 1,540,000, or 
more than nine times than is required to 
make IPSC major. 

Back in blackpowder days, kinetic ener- 
gy may have been generally accepted as an 
accurate gauge of the relative power of 
handguns. If you examine the ballistics of a 
few handgun cartridges of the 1870-1895 
era — the period dominated by metallic 
cartridges containing black powder — you 
will be struck by the similarity of the hulls. 
Due to the nature of black powder, it was 
possible to propel a big, heavy bullet at 
about the same speed as a smaller, lighter 
bullet. Thus, it should have surprised no one 
when the bigger, heavier slugs proved to be 
better stoppers. Let’s take a quick look at 
the ballistics of a few cartridges of that era: 
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Bullet 
Weight, Velocity, Energy, 
Cartridge grains fips fpe 
38 S&W 145 730 173 
.41 Long Colt 200 730 231 
.44 American 205 682 212 
.45 Colt 255 810 273 


In terms of momentum, the .45 Colt 
scores 206,550. It also turned in the highest 
energy figure. The cartridge scoring lowest 
in energy, the .38 S&W, also scored the 
lowest in momentum with 105,850. I would 
be perfectly willing to wager that the bal- 
listicians of the period, even those favoring 
big-bores, had no trouble accepting energy 
figures, since everything seemed to fit very 
nicely. Note the marked superiority of the 
.45 Colt. Is it any wonder that it created 
such a reputation for itself? It was a giant 
among midgets. 

When smokeless powder came along, it 
brought with it such cartridges as the .30 


Luger, .30 Mauser, 9mm Luger and .38 
ACP, featuring relatively small, light bul- 
lets propelled at relatively high velocities. 
When this occurred, the fanciers of the big- 
bores did a double take, because the energy 
figures of these fast-steppers was higher 
than those generated by the .41 Long Colt 
and .44 American, if not the .45 Colt. 

It is a bit tough accepting the concept that 
the .30 Luger, firing a 93-gr. bullet at a 
velocity of 1,220 and developing 307 foot- 
pounds of energy is more powerful than the 
.41 Long Colt, firing a 200-gr. bullet at 730 
fps which is good for only 231 fpe. 

Is bigger and heavier better than faster? 
To be quite honest, I don’t know and neither 
does anyone else. But that doesn’t keep a lot 
of people from throwing around opinions as 
though they were proven facts, etched in 
solid steel. 

A couple of the big-bore’s favorite car- 
tridges are the .41 Magnum and the .44 
Special. The latter’s ballistics show a 246- 
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gr. bullet measuring .429-inch in diameter 
as opposed to the .41’s 210-gr. bullet that 
measures .410 inches in diameter. Which is 
the better stopper? The .41 is superior be- 
cause it has a much higher velocity. 

In truth, when you apply the term stop- 
ping power to handguns, you really should 
substitute the words killing power, since it 
is all but impossible to separate them. The 
advocates of big bullets emphasize that 
there is no need to kill an enemy, only to 
stop him, and they use Hatcher’s formula of 
relative stopping power to prove this point. 
Hatcher based some of his assumptions — 
and that’s all they were — on reports of the 
Thompson-LaGarde study which were pub- 
lished several years after the study was con- 
ducted. LaGarde wrote: ‘“The animals in- 
variably dropped to the ground when shot 
three to five times with the larger caliber 
Colt’s bullets...”’ 

What actually happened in 1904, when 
one of the cattle selected for testing was shot 
at a range of three feet with a .455, firing a 
218-gr. bullet at a velocity of 801 fps? The 
animal was initially shot through the lungs. 
One minute later the creature was again shot 
through the lungs. Two minutes after the 
first shot, the beast was shot through the 
intestines. Approximately a minute later, 
the poor animal was shot again through the 
intestines. Finally, after four minutes and 
15 seconds with ‘‘no particular manifesta- 
tion of pain or shock,’’ the animal was 
killed with a hammer. 

Another animal was shot through the 
lungs with a .45 Colt, firing a 250-gr. bul- 
let, slightly flattened at the point. One min- 
ute later, it was again shot through the 
lungs. Still another minute later, it was shot 
a third time through the lungs. After two 
minutes and 35 seconds, it was shot through 
the abdomen and fell, but 10 seconds later, 
when it was shot a fifth time, it struggled to 
its feet. Then it fell again, but was trying to 
regain its feet when it was killed with a 
hammer. 

In the same study, another animal was 
shot through the lungs with a 92.5-gr. full- 
jacketed bullet from the .30 Luger. Thirty 
seconds later, it dropped dead. The bullet 
completely penetrated the animal and could 
not be recovered. 

These are selected examples, but they 
seem to be representative. Only 13 animals 
were shot during the tests, and eight of them 
were shot with the .455, the .476 and the .45 
Colt. Only one was shot with the 9mm Lu- 
ger, yet the 9mm has been judged a ‘‘poor 
stopper’ largely as a result of these tests. 

The fabled Thompson-LaGarde study 
was inexact, unscientific, inconclusive, and 


ABOVE LEFT: The Smith & Wesson .44 
Magnum is the most powerful handgun 
readily available today, but it has on 
occasion failed to stop a determined enemy. 
Photo courtesy Smith & Wesson 


LEFT: Is the 9mm a better stopper than the 
.44 Special? No one really knows for sure. 
Photo: B.R. Hughes 
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inaccurately reported in later years. But a 
cult has risen from the reports of that car- 
nage, praising the stopping power of the 
big-bores. Today such an effort would be 
laughed off the firing range. 

Perhaps the bottom line on the Thomp- 
son-LaGarde study was Thompson and 
LaGarde’s recommendations when they 
wrote the War Department in 1904 suggest- 
ing: “‘...the Board is of the opinion that 
soldiers armed with pistols and revolvers 
should be drilled unremittingly in the 
accuracy of fire, and that the vital parts of 
the body, their location and distribution in 
the organism, should be intelligently ex- 
plained ... The Board has been prompted 
to refer to this point because of the prime 
importance of decisive shooting at close 
quarters, and of the large amount of the 
target area of the human body which offers 
no hope of stopping an adversary by shock 
or other immediate results when hit.’’ 

Simply, these men had found that no 
handgun projectile was very effective in 
terms of stopping power unless a vital area 
was hit. Thus, accurate shot placement was 
the key to stopping power. 

Every handgun cartridge has, at one time 
or another, failed to do its job. Neverthe- 
less, I would be interested in learning of 
documented instances where an individual 


not wearing body armor was struck in the 
torso with a 125-gr. jacketed hollowpoint 
fired from a .357 Magnum and still returned 
fire. Virtually every shred of evidence 
available indicates that this load is about as 
effective as anyone could rightfully expect 
from a handgun. 

There is a great deal of misinformation 
being passed off to handgunners today and 
labeled as factual. There isn’t a great deal of 
credible data available concerning the rela- 
tive power of handguns. You can, however, 
chalk up the following as being accurate: (1) 
There is no such thing as knockdown power 
as it applies to handguns; (2) accurate bullet 
placement is the key to stopping power; and 
(3) momentum is something that Dandy Don 
talks about on Monday Night Football. ® 


BELOW: If you buy the momentum theory 
of stopping power you’ll probably agree 
that the old .303 British round is better 
than the .308 Winchester, for which the 
FAL is chambered. Photo: B.R. Hughes 


BOTTOM: In IPSC competition the 
customized Colt .45 ACP may be the gun 
for you. In terms of real-life survival, the 
choice isn’t so clear-cut. Photo: B.R. 
Hughes 
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SOF INTERVIEW 


NGUYEN 


CAO KY 


Vietnam’s Flamboyant Air Marshal 
Tells His Side of the Story 


Controversy has followed Nguyen Cao 
Ky into retirement as it shadowed his mili- 
fary and political career from the beginning 
over 30 years ago in Vietnam. A French- 
trained fighter pilot, the flamboyant, pro- 
Western Ky became CO of the Vietnamese 
Air Force after Diem’s regime came to an 
abrupt end in 1963. Riding the tide of 
Thieu’s 1965 military coup, Ky was in- 
stalled as premier and then elected vice 
president on Thieu’s ticket in 1967. 
Eclipsed by more adroit politicians, Ky was 
still a powerful figure when South Vietnam 
fell. 

Ky’s fortunes did not improve in the 
United States. He vainly sought to cast him- 
self as a national figurehead for Vietnamese 
refugees and dabbled unsuccessfully in 
small business and real estate in California. 
However, he did succeed in attracting the 
attention of syndicated columnist Jack 
Anderson who accused Ky of spiriting $8 
million to $10 million in currency and valu- 
ables from Saigon in 1975, and character- 
ized him as ‘‘a Vietnamese godfather. ’’ Un- 
usually vocal among Southeast Asian refu- 
gees, Ky has previously spoken to reporters 
on his political shortcomings, America’s 
part in the communist takeover of Southeast 
Asia and Anderson’s accusations. 

SOF presents its readers with Nguyen 
Cao Ky’s thoughts on Vietnam, America, 
communism and war after a decade of exile. 

— The Editors 


6 6 KT is so very difficult, after ten years, 

to look back at the history of the 
Vietnam War and wonder if we could have 
altered the course of history if we had done 
things differently. That’s difficult to say. 
Even Richard Nixon couldn’t say for sure 
that, were he president of the United States 
in 1975, he could have saved South Viet- 
nam. All he could tell me was, ‘Well, 
maybe the situation would have been 
different.’ 
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by Larry Englemann 


“*All I can say is that we didn’t do the 
right thing. Suppose we had done the right 
thing at that time. Maybe then the outcome 
would have been different, maybe not. 

“‘The right thing seemed to be so very 
simple at the time. That’s what made me 
mad. All of us knew the communists were 
going to attack Ban Me Thuot in early 
March, including President Thieu. We 
knew that they were coming down the Ho 
Chi Minh trail and were massing for an 
attack. 

“Thad a farm about 50 miles south of Ban 
Me Thuot. One day the province chief came 
to me and told me that he didn’t have 
enough troops to get rid of the communists, 
free the district and send supplies along 
Highway 21. He had one company. And I 
said, ‘And you cannot kick out the com- 
munists with one company? What is wrong 
with you?’ 

“So I flew back to Saigon to see General 
Cao Van Vien, the chairman of the Joint 
General Staff. And I said to him, ‘Now this 
is the situation. What are you going to do?’ 
And he said, ‘I don’t know. It is up to 
President Thieu.’ 

“*T said, ‘Suppose you give me 20 tanks 
and two battalions and augment that force 
with firepower and air support. If you can 
give me that, I will be in the first tank and I 
will go to Ban Me Thuot and take it back 
from the communists. I can take it back. Do 
you think I can free Ban Me Thuot?’ 

“* “Yes, you can do it, Ky.’ 

** Then let’s do it. Right now.’ 

“But General Vien said he had no power 
to make decisions like that. He had to ask 
Mr. Thieu. 

“ ‘OK. Go and ask him,’ I said. ‘Tell 
him that Ky volunteered to lead the attack 
on Ban Me Thuot.’ 

““Vien came back to me with an answer. 
“Thieu thanks you and he will think about 
ite 

“*President Thieu was afraid. He knew I 
could do it. And he also knew that if I retook 


Ban Me Thuot I would become a hero for 
the Vietnamese people. Thieu was afraid: 
not so much of a coup, but of somebody 
becoming a popular leader. He feared that 
more than anything else. 

“Even before that time, I asked him to 
give me command of something. Anything. 
I knew I could command troops. And I 
knew I could go to the front line and stand 
there and the troops would stand with me. 
They would stand and fight with a good 
leader. But Thieu wouldn’t give me com- 
mand of anything. I was a man without an 
office. The country was crumbling and I 
was just a private citizen. Thieu couldn’t 
face me being a leader. 

“T moved from my farm to Saigon. As 
people saw the military situation worsen- 
ing, they came to me for help. Military and 
civilian, Catholic and Buddhist, politician 
and citizen — they all came to me and asked 
me to do something to reverse the situation, 
to save the country. But there was nothing I 
could do. . 

‘*Ambassador Graham Martin was 
watching me very closely. Every time I met 
with commanding generals or with officers, 
someone from the U.S. Embassy would 
visit them afterward and advise them not to 
listen to me. ‘And if anything happens,’ 
they said, ‘we’ll take care of you and your 
family. If things don’t work out we’ll bring 
you to the United States and we’ll provide 
for you. That is, if you don’t listen to him.’ 
They were very precise in their wamings 

.. and they warmed everyone. 

“Well, things didn’t work out. And all 

those people weren’t brought to the United 


Though Ky admits he had domestic and 
foreign political weaknesses, charisma and 
personal addresses of troops — like this 25 
June 1967 speech to the politically divided 
ARVN Ist Division — were instrumental in 
keeping the peace within the factionalized 
Vietnamese military. Photo: AP/Wide 
World 
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States or taken care of. Now many of those 
officers look to me for leadership. But it’s 
too late. They realize they should have lis- 
tened to me and that the promises of Graham 
Martin were empty. 

“Our problems didn’t start at Ban Me 
Thuot, of course. They started long before 
then. Many of them started with the Paris 
agreement of 1973 which I was against. 
Henry Kissinger kept putting pressure on us 
to make concessions to the communists. 
Finally, I said, ‘All right. We’re ready to 
make concessions. If you can get just one 
thing for us we’ll do everything you want, 
free elections, new presidential elections, a 
coalition government, sharing power — ev- 
erything. But in exchange for all of that we 
want a total withdrawal of the North Viet- 
namesesAmmy from our country. Leave the 
so-called National Liberation Front to us. 
We can deal with them politically and mili- 
tarily. We just want the North Vietnamese 
Army out of our country.’ 

“And Kissinger said to me, ‘Yes, yes, 
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Ky made a better impression on the press 
than most Vietnamese leaders, and although 
he was criticized as a politician, he was 
respected as a military leader. Ky’s wife, 
Mai, stands behind him as the vice 
president shows reporters a Soviet-made 
14.5mm ZPU-1. Photo: AP/Wide World 


yes, of course.’ But the NVA got to him and 
he agreed to let them stay. Why? Because 
by that time the American people were 
thinking, ‘Well, who cares about the South 
Vietnamese? All we want is to have an 
agreement and to get our signature on a 
piece of paper and to get our prisoners 
back.’ 

“*The Paris agreement was a sellout — a 
death sentence. But it was also partly our 
fault. If we had a really strong popular lead- 
er, we could have done what was necessary. 
But we didn’t. We had Thieu. 

“Right after the Paris agreement was 
signed I knew that if nothing changed in 


South Vietnam and if Mr. Thieu stayed in « 


power with no new leadership in the mili- 
tary, the North Vietnamese would launch a 
new offensive in two years. Newsweek 
magazine published an interview with me at 
that time in which I predicted that the com- 
munists would attack. 

“But the Americans didn’t believe me. 
They thought I was jealous of Thieu who 
was number one with them at that time. 
They pointed out that South Vietnam had 
one million men in the armed forces who 
would be strong enough to stand up to the 
communists. But even then I knew that the 
leadership of the government and the armed 
forces was rotten. You can have a million 
men in the armed forces, two million even, 
but they are not good without good leaders. 
An army of that size needs five or ten good 
commanders. If we had five generals like 
Patton, MacArthur or myself, then we 
would never have lost in Vietnam. Never. 

“The Americans did so many things 
wrong. I told them from the start that to win 
the war in Vietnam they would have to bring 
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it home to the North. I told President John- 
son in 1965 and 1966 to bomb the dikes 
around Hanoi during the rainy season. 
Don’t ask me why he didn’t listen to me. At 
the Guam Conference in 1967 I proposed to 
Johnson that I would resign from the gov- 
ernment, form an invasion force and lead it 
into North Vietnam. The force would be 
100 percent Vietnamese — no Americans 
whatsoever. ‘Just let me go North with two 
crack divisions. All I need is your supply 
and your fire support. At the same time you 
must mine and blockade Haiphong. Bomb 
the dikes, too.’ In that way we could have 
destroyed the will of the North to fight. 

“Johnson was afraid of what the Chinese 
might do. All of the Americans seemed 
worried about the Chinese. Dean Rusk was 
obsessed with them. It was always, ‘What 
will the Chinese do? What will the Chinese 
do?’ The Chinese wouldn’t do anything. 
Vietnam was never going to be like Korea. 
The Vietnamese hate the Chinese. The Viet- 
namese communists would not have asked 
the Chinese to send men to help them. What 
happened after the North Vietnamese vic- 
tory of 1975? They went to war with China! 
That shows that I was right. There was 
always great friction between the Chinese 
communists and the Vietnamese commu- 
nists. But the Americans didn’t believe that. 
They didn’t listen. 

“If we had invaded the North we could 
have won the war in two months. Late in the 
war the Americans thought they could win 
by destroying the Ho Chi Minh trail. But 
they were wrong. You cannot destroy it, 
even by bombing it 24 hours a day. There 
were a thousand Ho Chi Minh trails in the 
thick of the jungle. There was just one way 
to stop the North; to invade them and go 
directly to the source of the problem. We 
lost the war because we didn’t fight it the 
way we should have. 

“Vietnam was a military war first. What 
are the communists without armed forces? 
Their political cadres could do absolutely 
nothing without their armies. Look at El 
Salvador today. Without the military forces 
using terrorism and murder, they could nev- 
er get any power. After all, what can com- 
munism promise anyone? Nothing. They 
must always win militarily. Oh, the com- 
munists talk about ‘liberation’ and they say 
they fight a ‘war of liberation,’ but what 
does that mean? That they seek to kill theif 
enemies! Then we have to contend with 
them with guns, not with politics. You can- 
not fight guns with politics. A war with the 
communists is a military struggle first. You 
should never forget that. 

‘“We could have fought the communists 
forever in Binh Dinh province or in the 
Delta unless we went to the source of their 
power in the North. If we just could have 
invaded the North and destroyed their desire 
to defeat us, we might have safely built a 
free democratic society in the South. But 
how could we build a free democratic socie- 
ty when they were trying to overthrow us all 
the time with their armies? When someone 
is trying to kill you every day, how can you 
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TOP: Although Ky hated all communists he 
realized the political advantages of using 
former Viet Cong as propaganda to further 
South Vietnam’s cause. Ky (right) gives a 
pep talk to a new batch of VC deserters. 
Photo: AP/Wide World 


ABOVE: The war is over and Ky’s side 
lost. But he hasn’t lost interest in the 
conflict that forced him to flee his country. 
Ky now lives in California where he spends 
much of his time reliving the days when he 
was vice president of South Vietnam. Photo: 
AP/Wide World 


build a free society? 

“If American politicians who came to 
Vietnam had listened to us, then perhaps the 
war might have been won. But what did 
American politicians ever really know 
about Vietnam? They came to us for three 
days or so, and spent most of their time 
drinking and chatting in a hotel room. 

‘The American journalists were fair to us 
most of the time. They saw what the Amer- 
icans were doing in Vietnam and they wrote 


about that. But when they saw the Amer- 
icans taking charge of the war, they saw us 
as puppets of the American government and 
their reports became propaganda for the 
communists. To the press we were not 
nationalists or anti-communists. We were 
just working for the Americans and our 
identity was lost. 

**On 21 April I watched President Thieu 
resign on television but J didn’t feel sad for 
him. I remember sitting with my friends-and 
watching him cry. We all laughed at him. 
He blamed what was happening on every- 
one but himself, but we all knew that it was 
his fault. After he resigned, we didn’t want 
him to leave the country and we planned on 
arresting him if he tried. We watched for 
him at the airport, but we missed him. He 
got away. 

“Then Vice President Huong became 
president for a couple of days. As soon as he 
was sworn in I flew my helicopter to the 
presidential palace to ask him to name me as 
chief of staff. Not only had Thieu resigned 
and run away but so had the members of the 
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joint general staff. I told him what the situa- 
tion was and I asked him to let me lead the 
military forces. He had someone who could 
lead, but he refused me. It was that simple. I 
don’t know why. All I knew for sure is that 
no one was in charge. It was probably too 
late for anything then. Too late even for me 
and I couldn’t stage a coup and take over the 
government since that would only cause 
more confusion. It was a mess inside and 
outside the government. 

“Huong only lasted as president a few 
days. Then General Minh took over and I 
became concerned for the safety of myself 
and my family. I suspected he would try to 
arrest me and anyone close to me. I told my 
wife she had to go because I was more afraid 
of General Minh than the communists. I was 
afraid of him because he was acceptable to 
the communists. He was their man in 
Saigon. Our president was acceptable to the 
enemy and worked for the communists 
now. He was really their president. He even 
had a brother who was a high-ranking offi- 
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Near the top, but already on the way down, 
Vice President Ky dons tiger-skin-adorned 
helmet during 1969 acceptance ceremony 
for U.S. A-37s turned over to Vietnamese 
Air Force. Friction between Ky and 
President Thieu would cause Ky to begin 
opposition campaign for 1971 elections. 
Photo: AP/Wide World 


cer in the North Vietnamese Army. 

“T had a problem getting my wife and 
family to safety because no plans were made 
for them to leave. On the morning of 28 
April we went to Tansonnhut to see if we 
could get them on an airplane. Fortunately, 
the guards recognized us and my family 
flew out that morning. 

“I stayed, planning to fight on. I wanted 
to turn Saigon into another Stalingrad. It 
was a realistic plan. I would try to reorgan- 
ize the forces that remained defending 
Saigon, get out all the women and children, 
and then fight for every inch of ground in the 
city. But we needed supplies from our 


American friends. I asked Erich von Mar- 
bod, an assistant secretary from the U.S. 
Defense Department in Saigon, if we could 
depend on the Americans to give us military 
supplies to continue to fight in Vietnam. All 
I got was a sharp ‘No!’ 

‘‘When the NVA finally entered Saigon 
and our soldiers saw them they were dis- 
appointed that we had run away without a 
fight. Everyone knew that if we had sup- 
plies we could have fought for Saigon — we 
could have stabilized a front and done far 
better than the Cambodians did in Phnom 
Penh. 

“‘People thought that the NVA beat us 
because they were highly motivated and 
tactically brillant. That’s absurd. If I am 
Muhammed Ali and you are a little guy, is it 
brilliant tactics if I beat up on you? Of 
course not. They beat us in the end because 
they were bigger, stronger and better sup- 
plied. Their friends were more faithful than 
our friends. When they came up against 
Thieu and his military cronies they were 
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coming up against small guys and anyone 
could have beat them. But the Americans 
never saw that. American politicians liked 
Thieu. When they came to Vietnam they all 
wanted to hear bright and beautiful things 
about how the war was going. They got that 
from Mr. Thieu. Someone once asked 
Ellsworth Bunkér what he thought about 
me. He said he felt more comfortable with 
Thieu. All they wanted was someone who 
could make them feel comfortable, not un- 
comfortable. ‘Comfortable’ is the central 
word for understanding their view of Viet- 
namese politics. 

“*So, to a large degree, the American 
support of Thieu kept me from coming to 
power in Vietnam. In Mr. Thieu the Amer- 
icans got the leader they wanted. He wasn’t 
a leader, he was a tool. If I had been in 
power I would have made them feel uncom- 
fortable until we won the war. 

“‘What happened was a sort of mutual 
praise between American military advisers 
who came to Vietnam, not to win, but ‘to 
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get some combat experience’ and the Viet- 
namese military men they worked with to 
get that experience. Every American officer 
had to make a report on a weekly or a 
monthly basis about the progress that was 
being made in the war against the commu- 
nists. And when he made that report, the 
American officer would praise an outfit as 
being the number one outfit of all the Viet- 
namese forces and its commanding general 
‘the tiger of the Vietnamese Army.’ I heard 
that a hundred tithes. He was usually no 
tiger, but a coward. As a result, the Viet- 
namese general was rewarded and he, in 
tum, decorated the American adviser with 
the highest Vietnamese decoration possible. 
The American government thought that 
they had tiger generals in the field. They 
didn’t. 

““When I was commander of the Air 
Force, General William Westmoreland 
came to see me at my headquarters. He 
asked me how the Vietnamese armed forces 
could be improved. And I told him that we 


should get rid of all the corrupt and old 
generals and let the younger generals com- 
mand. But I could see that Westmoreland 
couldn’t understand what I was talking 
about. I think I made him uncomfortable. 

“My problem as a military leader was 
that I was never a good politician and not 
like Thieu’s favorites. I treated my men like 
equals, like comrades in arms. Any branch 
of the service could tell you that. All of the 
soldiers said, ‘Ky is our number one man.’ I 
was the only general who really knew what 
was in the minds of the soldiers. I knew the 
commanding officers, the strong and the 
weak, the corrupt and the honest, the tigers 
and the cowards. I knew that no matter how 
many men you have in arms, if you do not 
have good generals and leaders, you cannot 
win. 

“Tf the Americans could have guaranteed 
us supplies, we could have stood and fought 
at the end and the soldiers would have stood 
with me. But all we had were our bare 
hands. If we had stood they would have 
suffered for their victories. It would have 
taken five or six fighting divisions for them 
to enter Saigon but we could have stopped 
them. We could have stopped them at Xuan 
Loc, outside the city. But we didn’t. 

**By 29 April most of the military com- 
manders had left the country. I was at Tan- 
sonnhut with some of my friends trying to 
see if there was anything we could do. But 
there was not. We were in the big empty 
military compound and my comrades final- 
ly told me it was time to go. ‘If they capture 
you they will kill you.’ We left the next 
morning. 

“*The problem was deciding where to go. 
We had made no plans to leave. All we had 
was a helicopter with a short range. We 
certainly couldn’t go to Thailand. But we 
knew if we stayed we would be killed for 
sure. So we took off and headed south to- 
ward the sea. Then on the emergency radio 
frequency we called for help. We set out our 
SOS. The radio operator on the Midway 
caught our signal and he called us and told 
us to come to the Midway. But before that 
second we did not know where to go. We 
just headed for the sea. I had never planned 
to leave Vietnam. 

““As we flew out to the Midway I felt an 
emptiness. A profound emptiness. There 
was no conversation on the way out. 

*“When we landed on the Midway they 
didn’t know it was me. And just before we 
landed — as we were approaching, I took 
off my pistol and put it on the seat. Allof my 
aides and officers then did the same thing. 
We had fought side by side with the Amer- 
icans for so many years — so many lives 
had been lost — and I did not want them, in 
this sad end, to have to disarm me. So we 
left our weapons in the helicopter. 

““We were only on the Midway for about 
15 minutes. Then they put us on another 
helicopter and flew us to the Blue Ridge. 
When we landed on the Blue Ridge a young 
guy on the deck was not aware of who we 
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SOF MERC WORK 


Seconded 
to the 
Sultan 


by Peter Shelldrake 


‘74 IGHT, Gentlemen,”’ said the 

commanding officer of the 
Muscat Regiment as he stepped up onto 
the dais beside the blanket-covered 
mapboard, under a hand-lettered sign 
reading ‘‘Op Diana’’ in English and 
Arabic. ‘Settle down and I'll fill you 
in.”’ 

The intelligence officer removed the 
blanket to reveal a large-scale map of a 
stretch of desert mountains called jebel. 
He rapidly ran through the main features 
of the ground it covered. It was an area 
at the foot of the jebe! escarpment above 
the town of Salalah in the Dhofar 
province of Oman. Dominating the map 
was the gash of the Wadi Jarsis and 
above that a series of ridges culminating 
in a large feature marked only as Point 
880. 

“*That’s good,’’ Kadra Bux, the 
company commander of A company, to 
which I was attached, whispered in my 
ear. ‘‘We know that area like our own 
backsides.”” 

““Orders,’’ said the CO in a formal 
voice. ‘‘Situation: Now that the khareef 
{monsoon] has lifted the GOC [general 
officer commanding] intends that the 
Jjaysh [army] goes back up onto the jebel 
and stays there. We are going to seize 
Point 880 and establish a platoon base. 
This base will not be withdrawn when 
the khareef returns, but will be manned 
and used as a jumping-off point for 
offensive operations.” . 

A buzz of excitement ran around the 
room in the regiment’s operational base 
at Um al Guarif. This was the news these 
soldiers of the Sultanate of Oman had 
been waiting to hear. 

For some years now the southern 
province of the Sultanate, Dhofar, had 
been in the grip of a communist revolt 
backed with unusual impartiality by both 
Peking and Moscow. The rebels — 
known to themselves as the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of the Occupied 
Arabian Gulf (PFLOAG, now called the 
Popular Front for the Liberation of Oman 
or PFLO) and to the Omanis simply as 
the Adoo — had enjoyed initial 


Jebali headman parades through Salalah. 


JANUARY 86 


OMAN SITREP 


Students of contract soldiering know 
Oman because the sultan still hires a few 
foreign soldiers to train, advise and even 
command his troops. Otherwise, it is a 
little-known corner of the Arabian 
Peninsula. ei 

Oman has largely been cut off from 
the rest of the Arab world, since it is 
physically separated from the centers of 
Middle Eastern power and culture by the 
sterile desert of the Empty Quarter. 
More accessible by ancient Indian 
Ocean sea routes than most of the Arab 
world, Oman is more closely related his- 
torically and economically to Africa and 
South Asia than it is to the center of the 
Moslem world. Such physical isolation 
from its religious brothers has been ex- 
acerbated by political problems. 

Monarchic, friendly to the West, 
closely allied to prerevolutionary Iran 
and a backer of Sadat’s peace with Israel, 
Sultan Qaboos bin Said has been publicly 
marked as an enemy of the Islamic Revo- 
lution movement and denounced by most 


A 25-pounder gunpit on the jebel. 
Verdant surroundings are typical of 
period just after the khareef. 


radical Arab governments at one time or 
another. Despite the friction between 
Oman and the rest of the Arab world, 


. Britain and the United States will prob- 


ably maintain aid levels appropriate to 
Omani security. The sultan has been a 
reliable friend, and Oman still holds an 
exclave peninsula that dominates the 
strategic Straits of Hormuz. 

Although Oman has received substan- 
tial aid from other nations, its balance of 
trade has been favorable. The economy 
depends on exports of oil, fruit, fish and 
tobacco. 

Guerrilla activity of a Marxist- 
Leninist turn has been a problem since 
the 1960s, but a 16,000-man volunteer 
army and over 3,000 tribal militia (Fir- 
qat) have turned the tide. U.S. aid to 
artillery units and British Army Training 
Teams have contributed to the Omani 
victory, but low-intensity guerrilla 
activity continues in remote areas. 
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successes. They had forced the Sultan’s 
troops off the jebel and established a 
measure of control over the indigenous 
people of the area, the Jebalis. 

The Jebalis, speaking an almost 
unknown language and subsisting by 
raising cattle, were pretty well helpless in 
the face of these ruthless men who were 
able to move at will about the jebel, 
worried only by the few jets of the 
Sultan’s Air Force. During the khareef 
season the jebel was covered by a thick 
blanket of mist and even this threat 
disappeared. The army had never felt 
strong enough to maintain a presence on 
the jebel during the khareef, but now the 
general at last was prepared to give the 
go-ahead. 

The Sultan’s little army, consisting of 
a weak infantry brigade supported by 
some antiquated artillery, was in good 
heart. It was well-led by local officers 
supported by some contract and loan 
service British soldiers, and a number of 
Baluch officers and men. The former 
were not nearly as many as the well-oiled 
propaganda machine of the Left would 
have the world believe. Their numbers 
amounted to perhaps three or four to a 
battalion, with a rather higher proportion 
in the artillery and on the staff. Baluch, 
of whom Kadra Bux was one, were 
recruited from the warlike people of 
Baluchistan which had until recently 
belonged to Oman. 

The army was now well-equipped, 
although supplies were never available in 
vast quantities, and morale was high. The 
new young Sultan, Qaboos bin Said, had 
ousted his reactionary father in a nearly 
bloodless coup in 1970. He now had the 
unswerving loyalty of his people and was 
determined to rid Oman of the scourge of 
communism. 

An increasing number of the Adoo 
were prepared to come over to the army’s 
side, and these were now being turned 
against their former comrades under the 
leadership of a handful of SAS troops 
known as the BATT (British Army 
Training Team) or more irreverently as 
Batmen. 

I was at this time a young subaltern in 
the Royal Artillery and had volunteered 
for service in Oman because I was bored 
with training recruits, and the Sultan’s 
army offered the chance of active service 
and promotion, even if only to acting 
rank. I was employed as a forward 
observation officer (FO) in B battery of 
the Oman artillery which was 
commanded by a contract officer called 
John Williams, and equipped with old 
British 25-pounder guns. Operation Diana 
was to be my first real taste of action. 

“Enemy Forces:’’ continued the CO, 
““The Int boys tell us that at the moment 
the local Adoo are dispersed among the 
Bayts and the area is only held by a few 
militiamen. However, we’ve heard that 
one before, and I think it’s a safe bet that 
they can regroup within about two hours 
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of detecting us in the area. This group is 
known to have a pair of 82mm mortars 
and a 75mm recoilless. They have also 
used a Shpagin [DShK-38] recently to 
support a raid on the airfield. 

‘‘Own Forces, Atts and Dets: Attached 
we have a group of guides from the 
Firgat Salahadin with two Batmen. In 
direct support we have B battery, and in 
reserve, A and C batteries. B battery is 
being reinforced with a troop of 5.5-inch 
guns. In addition the air force will put up 
jets at first light. There are no 
detachments. 

“Mission: The Muscat Regiment will 
seize Point 880 and establish a firm base. 

‘*Execution, General Outline: A 
company will secure HLZ (helicopter 
landing zone) on the summit of Point 
880. They will be reinforced by B and C 
companies with battalion HQ and the 
mortar platoon as soon as the HLZ is 
secure. 

“Tasks, A company: A company will 
make a forced march up Wadi Jarsis 
tonight, and seize the summit of Point 
880 at first light tomorrow. You will RV 
with the Firqat guides at Ayn Jarsis at 
2100 tonight. They will guide you past 
the Jebali bayts [dwellings] in the wadi. 
Once you have the HLZ secure B and C 
companies will be flown in.’”’ 

The CO then went on to detail the rest 
of the battalion’s tasks, but my mind was 
running over the task of providing 
artillery fire support for the company’s 
attack. Some of the details sank through 
my thoughts; the approach march would 
be on light equipment, and the remainder 
of our kit would be brought up by the 
mortar platoon. The rest of the details did 
not affect me directly. 

After the O (orders) group broke up I 
had a brief word with John during which 
he told me that I could use our own 
battery and A battery, but that he intended 
to use C battery as part of the brigade 
deception plan in a fireplan away to the 
east. Of course if we ran into problems 
they could rapidly be switched back to 
support our task. He would join us on 
Point 880 with battalion HQ and the other 
FO of the battery would come up with B 
company. He then wished me luck and 
departed to talk to the CO of the artillery 
regiment and let him know what we were 
up to. 

Kadra Bux was in a buoyant mood. He 
was an experienced soldier who wore the 
medals of Britain, Pakistan and Oman on 
his chest and who filled the young 
soldiers of his company with quiet 
confidence. He had much the same effect 
on me. We discussed the night’s 
activities and decided that I would 
prepare a fireplan for the march in, and 
for the attack at first light. 

The support for the approach march 
would be silent, that is to say that the 
guns would follow up the targets but 
would not fire unless we hit trouble. In 
this way we could expect fire on the 


ground within seconds of calling for it. 
The attack would be noisy, that is, the 
guns would fire on a timed schedule from 
H hour. We then selected the targets 
from the map and gave them nicknames 
that were easily said in both English and 
Arabic so that junior officers and NCOs 
could easily call for fire on them. 

The only problem with all this was that 
the relationship of the map to the ground 
could only be called optimistic. However, 
we were both agreed that the most 
important thing to do in the event of 
trouble was to get rounds on the ground 
and then adjust them as needed. Having 
agreed on the targets I then passed them 
on to the three gun batteries: 


RIGHT: Party in full swing. Soldiers use 
empty jerrycans as improvised drums. 


BELOW: The sultan’s army on the jebel 
during the khareef (monsoon). Restricted 
visibility makes maneuvers quite difficult. 
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After the company O group, at which 
Kadra Bux stressed to his platoon 
commanders the importance of briefing 
their men well and the vital role that 
absolute silence would play in the night’s 
work, I returned to my sangar on the 
edge of the company position to talk to 
my OP party and check my kit. My OP 
party consisted of two Arab soldiers — 
my assistant, an areef (corporal), whose 
job it was to help with the observation of 
fire, and a jundi radio operator who 
carried and operated the set on the 
battery net. Communications with the 
company commander were either by 
word of mouth or on a small hand-held 
walkie-talkie. These two were less than 
happy at the prospect of a 
seven-kilometer walk in the dark coupled 
with a climb of nearly 900 meters, but 
otherwise pleased to escape the cramped 
conditions of the base. 

Checking my own kit took rather less 
time than it would in a more lavishly 
equipped army. I would be wearing the 
standard uniform of the jaysh: khaki shirt 
and slacks blotched with a random 
pattern of self-applied green dye, a dark 
green headcloth called a shamarg 
wrapped around my head in turban 
fashion, and soft suede desert boots. My 
personal equipment consisted of a pair of 
binoculars slung around my neck and 
tucked into my shirt, a prismatic compass 
in a pouch on my belt and a map. Also 
on my belt I carried two metal water 
bottles, an old denim Denison smock 
strapped to the back, and a Sarbe radio to 
talk to the jets. In my pockets were a 
flashlight, a swiss army knife and my 
watch. My weapon was a 7.62mm FN 
FAL rifle, for which I carried five full 
magazines of 20 rounds, one in the rifle 
and four in a pouch on my belt. Taped to 
the cord of my ID discs were four 
morphine syrettes. The remainder of my 
kit, which consisted of little more than a 
clean shirt and underclothes, my shaving 
kit and a sleeping bag, was packed into 
my Bergen and left with Mohammed 
Zahir, the mortar officer, with a plea that 
he not let it out of his sight. 

Last light that night was at 1930. Just 
after that the company set out from 
Hedgehog Bravo at the foot of the jebel 
near the point where the wadi debouched 
onto the flat Salalah plain. We had been 
in the habit during the Khareef of taking 
our vehicles up to Bravo during the 
afternoon and patrolling the wire that ran 
around Salalah. The Adoo watchers in 
the hills no doubt thought that we were 
about to do the same again. 

First platoon in the lead crossed the 
two kilometers of open plain into the 
scrub around the spring at Ayn Jarsis in 
arrowhead formation without incident and 
secured the area. The platoon commander 
reported on the walkie-talkie that there 
was no sign of the Firqat. Kadra Bux and 
I with our operators and a section of 2 
platoon moved up to join him. At 2100 
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we decided that we would have to move 
in, and duly received the shock ofa | 
lifetime when a bearded Batman loomed 
out of the darkness just at the point when 
we had decided that we were going to 
have to find our own way up the jebel. 

The Batman, who simply introduced 
himself as ‘‘Bill,’’ told us that he had just 
walked down from near Point 880 and that 
there was no sign of movement from either 
the Adoo or the Jebalis. We then set off at 
a brisk walk up the narrow track that 
wound its way up the side of the wadi. On 
either side the thick scrub that had 
flourished during the Khareef hemmed us 
in. It was impossible to deploy off the 
track, and we were dependent on the 
ex-Adoo who were our guides. 

A number of army patrols had come to 
grief on these steep tracks before and to 
say that we were all nervous would be an 
understatement. However, if we were to 
be in position by first light we had to 
keep up a rapid pace and we had to trust 
to surprise and the Firgat to take us 
through. Our strongest ally was the 
Adoos’ belief that we would not try 
anything like this. 

Twice during the night we passed near 
Jebali villages, little circles of domed 
wicker, grass and cloth huts more 
reminiscent of Africa than Arabia. On 
both occasions the tension mounted until, 
with a sigh, Kadra Bux heard the two 
clicks from the walkie-talkie that 
indicated that the last platoon was past 
without incident, and I could relax my 
fingers from their death grip on the 
handset on which I was ready to call for 
artillery fire to extricate them. 

At last the company came out onto the 
rolling grasslands that formed the plateau 
above the Salalah plain. Here Kadra Bux 
called a halt for the first time since we 
had left the valley. Two and a half hours 
had passed and we were all dripping with 
sweat despite the cool night air. The 
platoons spread themselves out into 
all-round defense and lay down for a 
glorious fifteen-minute pause. Bill, Kadra 
Bux and J checked our compasses and 
maps. Bill told us that the last stage of 
the approach would not take more than 
another two hours. Cautiously we 
continued across the plain. The grass was 
almost waist-high in places and fragrant 
with flowers. The platoons moved out 
into company arrowhead and in the 
moonlight the soldiers stood out like 
figures on a sand table. It seemed 
impossible that no one would see us and 
raise the alarm, but the rest of the march 
also passed without incident. 

An hour before first light we were spread 
out in dead ground below the objective. 
Kadra Bux had gone around his platoons 
and placed the sections in their attack 
formations himself. As he returned I could 
see the gleam of his teeth in the dark as he 


Muscat Regiment picket waits near Diana 2 
during the dry season. 
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grinned at me and whispered, ‘This time 
we catch the bastards with their pants 
down, eh?’’ I devoutly hoped so. Four 
years of training at the Royal School of 
Artillery in Larkhill, England, and on the 
dank plains of West Germany were about 
to be tested for the first time. Funnily 
enough, the terrain was very similar to 
Salisbury Plain on which the ranges of the 
school stand. 

H hour was at 0500. I checked my 
watch 50 times in the next hour but the 
hands never seemed to move. My two 
soldiers appeared to have gone to sleep. 
At 0450 I checked for the 100th time that 
the radio was on the correct frequency. 
At 0455 I shook the two dozing Omanis 
awake. They grinned and stretched like 
cats. With a minute to go we stood up as 
the radio came to life with a preliminary 
crackle: ‘‘Hello,.21, this is two. Shoot 
on Quebec 247, 37, over.’’ The first 
rounds were on their way and would land 
in 37 seconds, the moment of truth for 
our navigation. Overhead came the 
familiar screech of the shells, rather 
closer than Larkhill would have approved 
of, I thought. Four hundred meters in 
front of us the last darkness was torn 
away and immediately replaced by the 
blackness of high explosive smoke. 

On both sides of me the Omani soldiers 
were on their feet and walking forward. 
Shells continued to land on the crest of the 
hill in front of us, 250 meters away now. I 
ordered the guns to: ‘‘Add 100”’ again. 
Still no sign of movement on the crest. 
Perhaps there was nobody here. 

Suddenly the crack of a single shot 
followed immediately the rattle of an 
AK-47. The right-hand lead platoon 
checked and a GPMG came into action 
on the flank. Two sections of riflemen 
ran forward. There.was a cry of 
“‘Qunbula [grenade]!’’ followed by a 
sharp crack. The AK fell silent. 

Kadra Bux set off toward the scene 
followed by me and our operators. As we 
ran the platoon commander waved to us. 
The resistance on Point 880 was over. I 
ordered ‘‘check firing’ to the guns. Our 
casualties were one soldier wounded. 
Two Adoo lay in a small sangar looking 
very small and deflated in death; a 
teenage Jebali boy crouched clutching his 
torn shoulder and wondering what we 
would do to him. Two of Bill’s Firqat 
were quietly reassuring him. 

Twenty minutes later the first of the 
helicopters clattered onto the reverse 
slope of the hill and the soldiers of B 
company joined ours. ‘‘Diana Two”’ had 
been established. It would not be 
abandoned now until the war was over. 
That would take some time, but the first 
steps had been taken. The Adoo now 
knew that they were not inviolate in their 
mountain fastmess, but most importantly, 
so did the Jebalis. ® 


Soldiers of the Oman Artillery practice gun 
drill on a British 25-pounder field gun. 
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MAC ATTACK 


Continued from page 57 


cover. The hand strap’s loop has 
been enlarged and a less noisy Dot 
fastener is employed. 

Most of the other changes are 
found down in the lower receiver 
group. The sear catch spring has been 
altered to another configuration. 
Positive stops dimpled into the lower 
receiver body now prevent the selector 
lever from rotating more than 180 
degrees. The “FULL” marking has 
been change to “SMG.” A U-shaped 
loop has been welded to the bottom of 
the butt, which can now be rotated 
out of the closed position without 
pressing inward. The magazine 
release catch is no longer knurled and 
is more difficult to manipulate than 
ever before. The magazine well is now 
welded to the trigger guard, not the 
lower receiver body. Dropping the 
weapon will surely bend the pistol grip 
assembly away from the lower 
receiver. 

The most dramatic change is the 
adoption of a Zytel nylon 32-round 
magazine body and follower. Zytel is 
glass-reinforced plastic, impervious to 
water and petroleum-based products. 
It should be ideal for this application. 
However, the design has gone 
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backward. The Walther’s two-position 
feed system has been dropped in 
favor of a single-position feed 
configuration that resulted in many 
stoppages. That’s not a suprising 
result considering that it does the 
same thing in the Sten and MP40 
submachine guns. 

Disassembly procedures remain as 
before. Remove the magazine and 
clear the weapon. Remove the 
receiver pin and separate the upper 
and lower receivers. Pull the bolt to 
the rear and pull out the cocking 
knob. The bolt assembly can then be 
withdrawn from the rear of the upper 
receiver. Depress the stock latch 
button and withdraw the stock 
assembly from the lower receiver. No 
further disassembly is usually 
required. Reassemble in the reverse 
order. 

We fired 1,500 rounds through our 
test specimen and the Zytel magazine 
began to fail after 800 rounds. The 
magazine body started to bulge, the 
feed lips spread and rounds began 
popping out of the magazine at 
inappropriate moments. The 
magazine body is simply too thin. 
The test ammunition included 
reloads, PMC 115-grain FMJ, Federal 
115-gr. JHP and Czech military ball 
surplus ammunition. There were no 
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other stoppages except those 
attributable to the magazine. 

But after 1,200 rounds the bolt’s 
sear notch and its corresponding 
contact surface on the sear are 
peened severely, as is the feed ramp 
where it is overridden by the bolt. 
None of these components have been 
properly heat-treated. A runaway gun 
was the final result. Now you just 
insert a fresh magazine, pull the 
trigger and wait for all 32 rounds to 
cycle through the weapon. In 
addition, the buttstock now collapses 
in your face with each burst sequence 
and the receiver pin lock usually 
drops to the ground. 

The cyclic rate and all other 
handling characteristics remain the 
same. If you like to throw lead all 
over the scenery and listen to sounds 
akin to Hitler’s Zipper (the MG42 
GPMG), then be my guest. Class 3 
dealers can purchase an M11/9mm 
SMG for $218 complete with one . 
magazine, loader, hand strap and 
cleaning rod. As for me, these ghastly 
little guns hold no allure. In my 
opinion, they have already done far 
too much to blacken the image of 
full-auto weapons collecting to ever 
receive any praise from me. 

An upper receiver unit chambered 
for the caliber .380 ACP cartridge is 
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also available from S.W.D., Inc. It 
uses the same 32-rd. Zytel magazine 
and the cyclic rate is reported to be 
considerably lower. It was not 
tested. ® 


CAV IN THE JUNGLE 


Continued from page 73 


everything was okay, that we were 
headed for an NDP and he could return 
with the back haul that evening. 

As I finished transmitting, the first 
RPGs hit to our front. Our 52-ton tank 
was a sitting duck for an RPG at 20 
meters. Return fire and move. Morrow 
did the moving, and as soon as the 
enemy bunker was below us, the M48 
jitterbugged down hard. 

As we settled into the bunker, I turned 
and saw to my horror that we were the 
only tank to have moved forward. Sgt. 
Brock had started to move with me, but 
when the tank behind him moved to his 
right, it jerked back to the left and 
climbed up the right side of Brock’s 
tank, tearing the fender and sponson 
boxes. Brock yelled and screamed every 
profanity he could think of. 

I quickly backed up and got the 
remainder of my platoon on line and 
began to move forward gradually. RPG 
fire slackened, with most of the rounds 
hitting the ground in front of the tanks. 
The NVA began to bolt and run, but AK 
fire was still heavy and spattering off the 
turret and hull. A burst cut the air by my 
head, and I spun in the cupola in time to 
see an infantryman pitch violently 
backward — a hole through the front of 
his helmet. 

While my first platoon was assaulting 
on line, Capt. Wyse and 2nd platoon 
leader, Ist Lt. Bob Murphy, were 
attacking from the left with Murphy’s 
four tanks in an effort to force retreating 
NVA across a small clearing southeast of 
the base camp. Within minutes after the 
initial contact, Major John C. Bahnsen, 
the air cav troop commander, was on 
Station over us on the company 
frequency, helping both our tanks on the 
ground and his gunship pilots find 
targets. He directed me to have two of 
my vehicles cut a swath to the south and 
east of the base camp area in an attempt 
to isolate it. 

This swath-cutting tactic, developed in 
the 11th Cav, was one that I questioned. 
It took too long to execute, and tanks 
frequently threw tracks and were left 
isolated. Nevertheless we started. 

Meanwhile, Murphy and his tanks kept 
up their attack. As we pressed the 
assault, Bahnsen and the air cav troop 
pilots reported that several NVA were 
fleeing to the southeast and were being 
engaged by the Cobras. Infantrymen fired 
a few last rounds into surviving bunkers. 
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Police Handgun Manual : Steindler’s New Firearms 
How to Get Street Smart Survival Habits Diction ary 


by Bill Clede 
Hardcover, $11.95, 128 pages 
‘A very worthwhile book, with lots of information 
in few pages. Good reading for any officer, or 
civilian, who feels the need to improve his un- 
derstanding of shooting for real and surviving 
the experience” — Police Marksman 

“The type of book | wish I'd been issued 
when | first picked up the badge”—Massad 
Ayoob, Lethal Force Institute. 


by R.A. Steindler 

Hardcover, 320 pages 

A completely revised and updated version of 
the best selling first edition complete with over 
200 photos and illustrations. The definitive refer- 
ence for shooters, collectors, gunsmiths, and 
professionals who need to know all the latest 
terminology and technology of all firearms. 


Small Arms Today 

Latest Reports on the World’s Weapons 
and Ammunition 

by Dr. Edward Clinton Ezell 

Paperback $16.95, 256 pages 

‘An outstanding reference work for the military 
strategist, intelligence officer, historian, or seri- 
ous weapons enthusiast who wants to know 
just who is using what in the way of small arms 
worldwide. Numerous photos accompany the 
text, and some of them pack a real surprise 
punch’?— SWAT Magazine 


Small Arms of the World, 12th 
Edition 
by Dr. Edward Clinton Ezell 
Hardcover $49.95, 896 pages 
If you dont have this one yet you could save 
with this special offer. 

“| can recommend Ezell's new magnum opus 
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voted entirely to the world-famous Beretta, in- 
ternationally recognized expert J.B. Wood 
traces the history of the Beretta from the model 
1915 through the present. The US military just 
named Beretta its standard sidearm and this 
book appears at a perfect time to answer any 
questions about the origins and technology of 
this popular gun. 
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The illustrated story of the design, devel- 
opment, and production of all the models, 
appendages and accessories of the gun con- 
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authority, is extensively documented with 1500 
rare photos from private collections and will 
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We took no prisoners. By 1630, it was 
over. 

The area had been cleared of all trees 
and bamboo. Intermingled with the 
broken branches were bodies of NVA 
soldiers clad in their gray-green uniforms 
and Ho Chi Minh sandals. Accurate body 
counts were impossible; we could count 
only those we could see. We never had 
any way of knowing how many were 
buried in their bunkers after they had 
been jitterbugged by the M48s. 

Delta Company had been lucky — 
only three men wounded. One of them 
was Yaeger, the radio mechanic, who 
had been slashed across the back by a 
jagged RPG fragment that cut all the way 
through his flak jacket. The infantry 
platoon had not been as fortunate; four of 
their men had been killed and several 
wounded. Almost all of the casualties 
occurred during the first furious seconds 
of the ambush when we were hit by the 
anti-tank rockets. I never again kidded 
any of the grunts about making a good 
RPG stand-off when they sat around the 
turret. 

It was still light when choppers came 
in to pick up the wounded and the 
poncho-wrapped bodies. Hot chow was 
hooked in and we settled into our 
perimeter. Our position was still 
populated by a half-dozen NVA dead. 

As darkness fell, we tightened the 
perimeter by backing the tanks and 
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ACAVs into a circle until they almost 
touched — an iron-clad night position 
about 75 meters in diameter. 

I was sitting on the back deck of my 
tank talking to Capt. Wyse and rehashing 
the events of the day. His tank was next 
to mine. Neither of us was taking much 
interest in the flashlight-illuminated 
activities around an enemy tunnel 
entrance thought to be abandoned, but 
suddenly a blinding flash and explosion 
ripped the air, and the rattle of AK fire 
punctuated the peaceful evening. 

A voice yelled, ‘“They’re coming 
out!”’ 

I dove for the flares laid out on top of 
the turret and slammed the detonator 
down hard. It seemed forever before it 
burst. The dim, flickering flare light 
overhead shrouded everything with an 
amber hue that seemed to end abruptly at 
the dark outer reaches of the perimeter. 
Men were running in all directions, 
yelling and firing. Other flares burst 
overhead within seconds. I looked over at 
Capt. Wyse’s tank. An NVA soldier was 
trying to climb up its rear track. Jug saw 
him just in time to empty an entire 
magazine into him from his CAR-15. 
The perimeter opened up with 
machine-gun fire to the outside to 
discourage a coordinated attack. 

Second Platoon medic, Glenn ‘‘Doc’’ 
Clark, was one of the frozen figures 
caught in the light of the first flare. He 


became a character in one of the 
mini-dramas within the perimeter. When 
the flare exploded, he was almost face to 
face with an NVA soldier armed with an 
AK. Only when his hand hit empty 
leather did he remember he had loaned 
his .45 to someone that afternoon. Before 
the enemy could fire, Sgt. Brock saved 
the medic by putting a round in the 
enemy’s chest. The battle within the 
perimeter was over in a few minutes. 

The three NVA soldiers were 
miraculously gunned down inside our 
perimeter. Our only casualty came from 
the grenade blast — a leg wound 
sustained by one of the Big Red One 
troopers. Most of us knew he would 
never walk on two legs again. We 
radioed for a Medevac but, once 
overhead, he refused to land in the small 
clearing. An air cav troop pilot braved 
the darkness and trees to take out the 
wounded man. As the chopper struggled 
clear in the darkness, the rotor blades 
twanged against the branches. 

They made it. 

Everyone was exhausted, but no one 
slept. The next morning we placed a 
cratering charge in the tunnel and Delta 
Company moved on. A short time later, 
the powerful charge erupted, and we 
turned in our turrets to see the smoke and 
dust drift over the jungle treetops 
punctuating the end of another firefight. 
Of the three companies involved in 
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Operation Twinkle Toes, only ours made 

contact. This short but intense firefight 

scenario was to be replayed time and 

time again by the men of the 11th Cav. 
We found the bastards, and we 
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inch (0.003-0.008 inch is the 
permitted gap range). 

All of the action parts were polished 
to reduce “loading” at the end of the 
double-action stroke, just before the 
break. The double-action pull weight 
was reduced from 12 pounds to a 
smooth nine pounds. Originally at a 
somewhat scratchy four pounds, the 
single-action pull weight was changed 
to a crisp 3% pounds. The six-groove 
trigger was left unmodified, although 
some prefer smooth triggers for 
double-action work. 

These alterations dropped the 
weight of the revolver from 19 
ounces, empty, to a mere 17 ounces 
(just three ounces more than an 
Airweight S&W Chiefs Special) at a 
cost of about $100. Those wishing to 
contact Hill about custom 
pistolsmithing can do so through me 
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rugged removable 
shoulder stock, extra set 
of power bands, 50 darts 
and 25 broadhead tips 
for hunting! 


JANUARY 86 


(Burke C. Hill Jr., c/o Peter G. 
Kokalis, SOF, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, 
CO 80306). 

With this kind of concealable piece, 
it’s only natural that you need a good 
rig to carry it. But what kind? 
Shoulder or belt holsters must be 
concealed by a jacket. Some 
inside-the-pants rigs can be effectively 
hidden by a loose shirt hanging out 
over the pants. But in warm climates 
an ankle holster provides the only 
viable alternative to your pants 
pocket. Ankle holsters have come on 
strong in the last five years and there 
are now dozens. They run the gamut 
from $90 custom leather affairs to 
$20 nylon tote bags. 

Galco International, formerly 
Jackass Leather Co., (Dept. SOF, 
4311 West Van Buren, Phoenix, AZ 
85043) sells a state-of-the-art ankle 
holster for just $24.50. Called the 
model #42A, this black cuff-type rig 
features a detachable calf strap. An 
outside shell of Cordura nylon covers 
a %-inch foam padding with a 
400-Denier ripstop lining. The outer 
thumb strap and inside front channel 
of the holster body have been lined 
with Porvair, a tough but flexible 
synthetic, to protect the webbing from 
excessive wear by the hammer and 
front sight. It also provides a more 
positive thumb action. The thumb 
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MEGA DART Mx-7 is ideal for target 
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handle...feel the force ready to surge 


snap itself is black oxided metal while 
the outer thumb strap is adjusted by 
hook-and-pile fasteners to 
accommodate different revolvers. 
Polydacron thread (which will not rot 
like cotton thread) is used throughout. 

Most ankle holsters now incorporate 
calf straps. The vertical riser on 
Galco’s calf strap is not only 
adjustable, it can be used to remove 
the calf strap entirely. Pistols are held 
in the holster with the barrel parallel 
to the leg — a good compromise 
between forward and rearward rake 
positions. Available for small- and 
medium-frame revolvers and auto 
pistols, the sample provided fit our 
chopped Bulldog like a nylon gauntlet 
with the trigger quard almost 
completely enclosed. Workmanship is 
of the highest quality with no loose 
threads and straight seams 
throughout. With the holster’s cuff 
and calf straps both adjusted by 
Velcro, this is, without doubt, the 
most comfortable ankle holster I have 
ever worn. 

Ankle holsters should be carried on 
the inside calf of the leg opposing the 
shooter’s strong side (the left leg for 
right-handed pistoleros). There are 
three basic techniques — with 
individual modifications — for 
drawing a handgun from an ankle 
holster. 
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forward! Just aim and shoot—for hard 
hitting accuracy. MEGA DART MX-7 is 
powerful enough to drive a dart 
through 1” of wood or even sheet 
steel. 
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type chambering for fast loading. 
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#1 1N NIGHT VISION EQUIPMENT 


AN/PAS-4 Infrared 
$900.00 (+$15.00 UPS) 


FEATURES: 

*U.S. Military's best active |.R. weaponsight *200 yard 
range *4X optical system “Optional adaptors to fit 
commericial rifles 

SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH: 

*Night Scope and manual *Carrying case *Daylight 
eyeshield *Nicad battery - C battery *M14/M1A 
adaptor 


AN/PVS-3A_ Starlight 
$1595.00 (+$15.00 UPS) 


LOWEST PRICE MILITARY STARLIGHT SCOPE 
FEATURES: 
*18mm First Generation Reconditioned intensifier 
*New, Improved eyepiece *4X Optical system *Quick 
focus sytem *Smailest, Lightest Military Starlight 
Scope (3 ibs.) 
SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH: 
“Night Scope and manual *Daylight filter *M1A/M14 
& AR 15/M16 adaptor brackets “Batteries (Replace- 
ments readily available) *Newly designed carrying 
case 


AN/PVS-4 = Starlight 
CURRENT MILITARY ISSUE - STATE OF THE ART 
FINEST UNIT AVAILABLE TODAY 
$3250.00 (+ $15.00 UPS) New w/ Reconditioned 
image Intensifier (30 day wty.) 


$4500.00 (+ $15.00 UPS) New w/ Factory New Image 
intensifier (1 year wty.) 

FEATURES: 

«25mm Second Generation intensifier “Muzzle flash 
protection *ABC and Manual gain control *Adjustable 
illuminated reticle with .223 or .308 ballistics 
*Camera or video adaptor optional 

SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH: 

*Night Scope and manual *Daylight filter *M16 mount 
*Lens cleaning kit *Carrying case “Batteries (Re- 
placements readily available) 


Excalibur Enterprises 
P.O. Box 266 
Emmaus, PA 18049 
215-967-3443 


Send $3.00 for complete catalog 
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Contact us for your foreign requirements. 


COMPLETE LINE OF individual and crewserved 
weaponsights. Night Vision goggles and viewers, 
Extensive Parts inventory for Both First and Second 
,, Generation Systems, plusreconditioning and general 
\ repair. 
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If you are Bruce Lee, you can 
balance yourself on one leg and draw 
the other leg and holster up to 
almost waist level for a draw from 
the standing position. Having no 
background as a high-wire artist, I 
find this too precarious. 

More commonly, dropping to one 
knee and lifting the pants cuff with 
one hand while drawing with the 
other will permit you to fire from the 
kneeling position. This compromises 
your mobility, which may be of some 
consequence if you are engaging 
multiple targets. 

The final, and preferred, alternative 
is to raise the leg at the knee and 
grab the pants cuff with both hands. 
Then step back down, continue to 
hold the pants with the weak hand, 
bend over slightly, draw and resume 
the standing modified-Weaver stance. 
This method permits you to keep 
your eyes on the target at all times, is 
relatively fast and can be comfortably 
employed by even those of my 
advanced age. 

Let’s keep in mind that all of this is 
part of our attempt to place the .44 
Special in a lightweight, compact and 
concealable package. With the arrival 
of smokeless powder, the .44 Russian 
case proved too small for efficient use 
of the bulkier new propellents. 
Introduced in 1907, the .44 Special 
(actual bore size is .429 inches) case 
was 0.2-inch longer, but still used the 
246-grain projectile of the older .44 
Russian. The subject of much 
experimentation by the late Elmer 
Keith, it eventually led to its 
synthesis, the .44 Remington 
Magnum. Accurate and powerful, the 
.44 Special nevertheless languished 
in the .44 Magnum’s shadow. There 
has been a justified rebirth of interest 
in this fine cartridge during the last 
decade, with Charter Arms and its 
Bulldog leading the way. 

Three loads were tested in our 
modified Bulldog: 
Winchester-Western’s original factory 
loading, with its 246-grain lead 
roundnose (RN) bullet; a reload using 
the Lyman #429215 cast (linotype 
metal) gas-check 215-grain SWC 
(semiwadcutter) projectile in front of 
6.5 grains of Unique; and the 
Winchester 200-grain Silvertip 
hollowpoint (HP). They were first 
chronographed with an Oehler Model 
33 Chronotach and Skyscreen III 
detectors set five feet from the 
muzzle. The results are summarized 
in Table I. 

The Silvertip’s aluminum-jacketed 
bullet lost about 90 fps in muzzle 
velocity coming out of our 1%-inch 
tube. It averaged 659 fps and will do 
almost 750 fps out of a three-inch 
Bulldog. The reloaded ammunition 
and original factory roundnose 


averaged somewhat less at 636 and 
616, respectively. Even at these 
reduced velocities, I'll take the .44 
Special over the .38 Special (fired 
from a comparable two-inch revolver) 
any day. 

Accuracy testing was conducted at 
a distance of 10 yards from a B-27 
silhouette target. Ninety percent of all 
deadly encounters with a handgun of 
this type will be conducted at ranges 
under this distance. All three loads 
shot directly to the point of aim from 
a rigid Weaver stance. Relaxing the 
grip invariably shifted the center of 
impact five inches to the left — an 
expected phenomenon in such a 
lightweight revolver. At this distance 
our mini-Bulldog will consistently 
shoot ragged one-inch holes out of 
the center of the X-ring with any of 
the three loads — in the hands of an 
experienced shooter. There was no 
evidence of sideways keyholing with 
any of the loads tested. 

My personal choices are the 
Silvertip for business purposes and 
the Lyman/Unique reloads for 
practice. Another fine choice is the 
Federal 200-grain SWC-HP 
(semiwadcutter hollowpoint), but I 
had none on hand for our test. 
Although the kinetic eneray level out 
of our 1%4-inch barrel was only 193 
foot-pounds, this still beats most .38 
Special factory loads (non plus-P) 
from a two-inch barrel by a 
considerable margin (only 126 
foot-pounds for the Western Super-X 
158-grain Lubaloy-coated bullet). 
Furthermore, the Silvertip’s 
hollowpoint design will expand 
consistently, even at this velocity, and 
most of this energy will be dumped 
into the target. 

Felt recoil was moderate: no 
greater than most .38 Special 
snubbies, less than most firing .38 
Special plus-P ammunition and far 
less than any of the clumsy, 
large-framed 21-inch .357 Magnums 
I have fired. That’s an important 
consideration to remember in bullet 
placement. A .22LR bullet in the 
chest will always outperform a .44 
Magnum in the big toe. As the laws 
of Newtonian physics still apply, 
regardless of efforts by some to 
dismiss them, the heavier 246-grain 
RN factory load naturally produced 
the sharpest felt recoil impulse. 

And so we achieved everything we 
were seeking: light weight, 
compactness, reliability, 
controllability, accuracy, adequate 
stopping power with enhanced hit 
probability, and all at moderate cost. 
It’s the ultimate belly gun. ® 
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HONDURAN NAVY 


Continued from page 63 


was shaded from direct view, a hand raised, 
then two, and Roberto’s father, Juan, 41, 
stood up in a drunken stupor. 

Facing a wall of weapons formed by the 
.50, two M60s, a 12-gauge shotgun, an 
M16 and a Browning 9mm, the Rodri- 
guezes could not get their story out fast 
enough. They were Hondurans and they had 
left their small fishing village near Condega 
at dusk. After setting their nets, they had 
polished off a bottle of guaro, a particularly 
potent native rum, and gone to sleep. When 
they were rousted by the Piranha, they 
thought it was the piricuacos after them. 

After checking the boat (which was 
clean) and their papers (which were in 
order), the lieutenant gave the pangueros a 
lecture on the dangers of demon rum as it 
pertains to drinking and fishing in the Gulf. 
“If we were the Sandinista panga, you 
would be dead.”’ 

As we pulled away from the panga they 
started lighting matches. A small glow for a 
few seconds, then darkness, followed by a 
small glow. ‘“They are so scared, they will 
probably bum up all their matches in an 
hour,’’ said the lieutenant. 

We checked two more pangas (both from 
the village of Condega, whose occupants 
told of no strange crafts in the area) and the 
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perimeter of a small island before we 
headed in closer to the Nicaraguan coast. 
We were within three miles of Potosi, but all 
was clear. 

At my previous briefing, the executive 
had spoken of Potosi. It was a known re- 
supply base for the Salvo guerrillas and was 
used to refuel pangas that made the dash 
across the Gulf into Salvadoran waters to 
unload their cargos of arms and ammuni- 
tion. Things weren’t so easy for the com- 
munists now, though. After two raids by 
contra commandos and increased patrolling 
by Piranhas the base had become more and 
more unusable. The Piranhas made the trip 
across the Gulf to El Salvador a grave risk 
and the Sandinistas had changed tactics. 

‘*We know that a route change has been 
made. From a base in Corinto, they use the 
larger boats [70-80 feet] of the Nicaraguan 
fishing fleet to hit blue water off the Salva- 
doran coast. From there they use small fast 
boats to run guns.”’ 

We ran back along the Nicaraguan coast 
for a few miles hoping to goad the Sandinis- 
tas into action — no luck. Instead, our boats 
checked out a small island. Our sister ship 
went in as close to the shoal water as possi- 
ble while we covered. At all times, the 
gunners were alert and ready. The boat 
played its searchlight along the beach and 
into hidden inlets looking for signs of activ- 
ity. Everything clear, we set off on the third 
leg of our triangular course. : 


Address 


I was ready to nod off more than once, but 
seeing the troopers, who had spent the pre- 
vious day either on guard duty, running 
other water patrols or attending classes, I sat 
up and stayed awake. The third leg was 
uneventful and finally at 2400 hours we 
pulled into the fuel docks. I said to the 
lieutenant, ‘‘A million thanks.”’ 

His quizzical look at me was followed by 
the dreaded words, ‘‘We are only refueling, 
we’re going back out to the Farallones.”’ 

I reclaimed my gratitude by saying, 
“Well, then half-a-million thanks.’’ Two 
more exhausting hours were to follow. We 
ran out to the Farallones — a group of small 
islands that demarcate Honduran, Nicara- 
guan and Salvadoran waters — with no un- 
usual results. At 0215 we arrived back at 
base and I was very glad that I was just a 
guest and was not expected to join the boat 
washdown. 

The Piranha’s professionalism held 
together even after a grueling night of pa- 
trolling. As we tied up to the dock, a jeep 
pulled down the ramp carrying two mechan- 
ics who immediately pulled the engine cov- 
ers and brought the engines back to 100 
percent. The gunners stripped the guns and 
took them directly to the armory for clean- 
ing and service. The radar was also pulled 
and sent to the electronics shop. 

As I slowly trudged off to the officers 
quarters longing to drop into my rack I heard 
the lieutenant say, “‘In less than an. hour 
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these boats will be brought up to 100 percent 
and ready to go again.’’ At that point I 
didn’t care and was hoping I would not run 
into the executive who might again ask me, 
‘What are your plans?”’ 

The following day, after a morning patrol 
back into the fetid bays, I got the grand tour 
of the base. No one was lying around. Three 
contingents at Amapala were all at work. 
The marines not manning security posts 
were either drilling, running gun drill with 
the M60s or in class. The naval group was 
running drills on the larger tiburones. And 
the Piranhas were either out on patrol or 
giving classes to new recruits. A punish- 
ment detail, packs filled with rocks, was 
executing close-order drill supervised by a 
leather-voiced marine cabo (corporal) who 
would have have made his mark at Parris 
Island. Between classes, recruits were mus- 
tered on the parade field and rifle range to 
execute the Honduran equivalent of police 
duty. All small stones, pieces of paper and 
cigarette butts quickly disappeared into the 
eager hands of the recruits. A pass through 
the barracks revealed that all racks were in a 
straight line, sheets were tucked hospital 
style and rifle racks held well-oiled, rustless 
and dustless M16s. 

After three days on Tiger Island I sadly 
informed the base commander and the ex- 
ecutive that I had run way over the time that 
SOF had given me to get the story. I really 
hated to leave. Not only had I been treated 
as one of them, but I was so impressed that I 
would have liked to wait it out in the even- 


tuality that the Sandinistas should finally get 
some balls and challenge the Piranhas. 

“You might as well go,’’ said Lt. Gon- 
zalez. ‘‘We cut their balls off the last time 
and it will be a long time before they grow 
them back — maybe never.’’ ®& 
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The first Swedish civilian police also ar- 
rived in Cyprus in 1964. They were origi- 
nally stationed in Nicosia, moved to the 
Paphos district and later the Larnaca/Fama- 
gusta areas (sectors 5 and 6). The Swedes 
field 14 officers today, and 800 Swedish 
policemen have served a tour in Cyprus. 

Between 1964 and 1974 UNCIVPOL 
was deployed throughout the island and 
played a major role in the peace-keeping 
effort by visiting all villages on a monthly or 
as-required basis to deal with intercommu- 
nal complaints. After the Turkish invasion 
of 1974, UNCIVPOL’s role changed to 
handling police matters inside the buffer 
zone where many Cypriot villages are still 
located. 

UNCIVPOL is now charged with investi- 
gating all crimes committed inside the buf- 
fer zone. If there’s a need to prosecute 
someone, the guilty party is turned over to 
the appropriate authorities — Greeks to the 
Greek Cypriot Police, Turks to the Turkish 
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Cypriot Police. 

However, Cyprus is not as ethnically di- 
vided as the buffer zone would have it 
appear. Most Turkish Cypriots live north of 
the zone and most Greek Cypriots live 
south, but there are still some enclaves of 
minority groups who were left on the 
““wrong”’ side of the buffer zone when the 
cease-fire was effected. The majority were 
elderly people who had established perma- 
nent roots and had no desire to move be- 
cause of political or military changes to the 
map. Death of a spouse often causes the 
surviving partner to move across the buffer 
zone to live with relatives. 

It is the responsibility of the U.N. police- 
men in that part of the buffer zone nearest 
these minorities to check on their welfare. 
They escort people crossing the zone to live 
with their families, see they are getting their 
mail and pensions delivered, escort sick or 
injured people to specialized medical facili- 
ties outside the buffer zone, and generally 
ensure those living inside the zone are not 
caught in the Greek and Turkish Cypriot 
political crossfire. 

During the 20 years UNCIVPOL has 
been a part of UNFICYP, they have con- 
tinued to investigate a wide variety of crimi- 
nal and civil matters including cross-border 
theft and smuggling as well as maintaining 
liaison with police on both sides. 

In light of present relations between 
Greek and Turkish Cypriots, there would 
appear to be no impending change in the 
tole of UNCIVPOL. ® 
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is applied and the cylinder axis pin located 
in front of the shield and directly under the 
barrel is disengaged. The frame is swung 
away from the cylinder in order to expose 
the chambers, and the cylinder. is then fully 
wound against its driving spring. With the 
front pistol grip grasped in the left hand and 
the barrel pointing downward the chambers 
are loaded individually. The frame is then 
closed, axis pin re-engaged, and the launch- 
er is ready for operation. 

Firing is initiated when a standard dou- 
ble-action trigger mechanism is pulled. The 
firing pin is cocked and released, and the 
40mm grenade is fired. If the operation is 
successful, the vertical, gas-operated piston 
is driven upward unlocking the cylinder and 
allowing the spring to rotate it forward until 
the next round is aligned with the firing pin. 
This system, along with the double-action 
trigger mechanism, prevents accidental dis- 
charges which could be deadly with this 
type weapon. 

If the grenade fails to fire due to a misfire 
or hangfire, that chamber remains in place 
allowing the firer further opportunities to 
shoot the round. This of course is a neces- 
sary safety precaution: A hangfire igniting 
out of synchronization would have dis- 
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astrous consequences for the firer and per- 
sonnel in the immediate area. If the shooter 
chooses to advance the cylinder to a new 
round, a release button on the side of the 
weapon allows the cylinder to rotate. 

After the rounds have been fired, the un- 
loading process is similar to that of a stan- 
dard six-shot revolver. The barrel is pointed 
up and the axis pin disengaged to release the 
frame which is then swung aside. Empty 
casings should simply fall out; an ejector 
rod effectively ejects the spent casings if 
they don’t. 

Perhaps the three most important features 
of this weapon are its ability to deliver a 
high rate of fire, high volume of fire, and 
accuracy gained from the sighting system. 
The 40mm MGL cycles in approximately 
0.3 seconds and the chambers can be fired at 
a rate of one per second; the practical sus- 
tained rate of fire is given at 12 rounds per 
minute. Having six rounds to fire instead of 
the old norm of one also presents an enor- 
mous boost in terms of indigenous squad 
firepower. 

Those who have ever worked with the 
single-round M79 are very aware of this 
inherent disadvantage. Good bloopermen 
could fire, reload and fire again in seconds, 
but aim and effective suppressive fire suf- 
fered in consequence. Six well-aimed 
rounds fired in quick succession, however, 
are guaranteed to keep an enemy’s head 
down long enough to reload and repeat the 
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The OEG system mounted on this launch- 
er helps make this weapon particularly 
effective against point targets at 150 meters 
and area targets at 375 meters, and rapid- 
fire capability increases the MGL’s deadly 
utility. Coupled with the single-point aim- 
ing system, the MGL allows the firer to 
immediately acquire and engage the target 
with one or more rounds, quickly shift to 
another predetermined target or target of 
opportunity, then re-engage the original 
target if necessary — without sacrificing 
accuracy or wasting ammunition. 

The six-shot capability has another 
advantage for troops in the bush or urban 
environments. With the variety of rounds 
available to this weapon — low-velocity HE 
fragmentation, tear gas, multiple projectile 
(pellet), illumination, anti-riot baton (rub- 
ber bullets), smoke — the load can be ad- 
justed to meet varying situations. A grena- 
dier walking slack position in a bush patrol 
may opt to charge the weapon with two 
anti-personnel pellet rounds — for anti- 
ambush or chance encounter purposes — 
followed by four HE frag rounds to either 
walk-on to retreating enemy forces or cover 
the withdrawal of friendly troops. In a 
house-to-house clearing op the load may be 
mixed irritant gas and shot. Anti-riot loads 
may consist of gas and baton rounds. Flex- 
ibility of load makes this weapon excep- 
tionally valuable to small-unit operations. 

Three problems associated with this 
weapon — and they are relatively small in 
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comparison with its advantages — are its 
weight when fully loaded, the potential to 
misemploy it, and the depletion of the 
squad’s small-arms fire capability. 

The 40mm MGL weighs in at approx- 
imately 15 pounds when fully loaded — 
nine pounds more than a loaded M79 and 
about four over a loaded, mounted M203. 
Considering the MGL weighs nine pounds 
less than a standard 7.62mm MAG, howev- 
er, its function as the second squad-support 
weapon obviates the weight problem. 

But great power and flexibility increase 
potential for misuse. The classic example is 
the M16’s controllability in fully automatic 
fire: The U.S. military finally had to correct 
the soldier’s inclination to spray by replac- 
ing full-auto with a three-shot burst. It’s a 
fact of combat that when the shit hits, troops 
expend ammo and other ordnance at a 
frightening rate. The 40mm MGL grena- 
dier, unless he has the strictest sense of fire 
control, will be no exception. Six rounds 
downrange, a quick reload, six more rounds 
fired — in the space of one contact 90 per- 
cent of the weapon’s basic load could be 
fired where 10 percent could have effective- 
ly done the job. Unless the grenadier and his 
squad are willing to hump two to three times 
the necessary amount of rounds, training 
and fire control discipline must answer this 
problem. 

The third problem this weapon poses is 
that of altering the basic firepower structure 
of a squad-sized unit. U.S. military forces, 
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after introducing the M79 launcher, quickly 
realized the weapon wasn’t suitable for all 
contact situations; the squad unit effectively 
lost one rifleman when the launcher 
couldn’t be employed. The XM203 (over- 
under, rifle-launcher) was developed, 
proved its worth, and was integrated into 
combat line units as the M203. 

SADF faces the same problem with the 
introduction of the MGL. In this case, 
however, there’s no practical way to in- 
corporate another weapon into the launch- 
er’s design. The grenadier, then, is left with 
only a side arm — always of doubtful value 
in combat — thus depleting the squad’s 
firepower assets by one rifle. It’s a tradeoff 
between increased support-weapon fire- 
power and the extra rifle, and SADF has 
chosen the former. Time and operational 
employment of the launcher will provide the 
best critical analysis of their decision. 

One argument supporting SADF’s deci- 
sion is that the MGL might fill the gap left 
between a hand-thrown grenade and 60mm 
commando (patrol) mortar. Unfortunately, 
this is not entirely true. An M406-type 
40mm HE round arms itself after traveling 
14 to 28 meters; 30 meters is the working 
minimum effective range, unless the firer is 
satisfied with a 40mm bullet. Combat mor- 
tarmen, firing with charge primary only, 
can walk their HE rounds into danger-close 
bursting radius if necessary. 

Obviously, the range gap between the 
hand grenade and the 60mm patrol mortar 
practically doesn’t exist. Yet there is a gap 
in reaction time. And when immediate reac- 
tion to a threat is needed, then the MGL fills 
the bill. 

Armscor’s MGL performs well on the 
range, but only combat can provide a true 
test of its use as a weapon. Its utility and its 
faults will be exposed quickly in the SADF’s 
operational areas. The 40mm MGL will def- 
initely bring a few smiles to the faces of 
troops operating in Southwest Africa. With a 
bit of luck, it will also strike fear into more 
than one SWAPO terrorist. ®& 
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were. And when we landed he shouted, 
“Everyone come down here.’ He had a small 
table and there was a sergeant behind it to 
write down all the information on who we 
were and where we were coming from. The 
officer asked us to stand in front of his table. 
Then someone came to him and whispered 
something in his ear. I believe he told him 
who I was. His voice was suddenly very soft 
and more polite. He asked if I was General 
Ky. And I said, ‘I think so.’ And he asked if 
I was coming from Saigon. Once again I 
said, ‘I think so.’ After that I was assigned 
to a cabin and was treated well. They placed 
six other soldiers outside my room to guard 
me. 

“TI was on the Blue Ridge for the next 
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week. During that time I had a feeling of 
complete emptiness. Walking the deck I 
remember looking down into the waters of 
the South China Sea and feeling that I 
should jump and let go of everything. Day 
after day I looked into the sea and wondered 
what would happen to Vietnam, to the Viet- 
namese people, to me. 

“‘One day I heard the voice of the chap- 
lain of the Blue Ridge on the PA system. 
“Men, you have delivered these latest chil- 
dren of Israel. Now I want you to pray for 
Vietnam, and then I want you all to relax 
and have a little fun.’ For the Americans, 
the war was over. Time for fun. For the 
Vietnamese, it wasn’t over yet. 

“‘T decided to live. I decided that my eyes 
would see Saigon again. We lost in 1975 
because we were young and inexperienced 
in world politics. A lot of Vietnamese 
blamed Americans for their poor knowledge 
of people outside America. But I think we 
also committed the same error. We had no 
real knowledge of America and the Amer- 
icans. There was a great misunderstanding 
both on the part of the Americans and on the 
part of the Vietnamese. 

“‘Today I am older. And with my knowl- 
edge of America I could be a better leader 
and promote a better understanding between 
the two countries. I can better explain now 
why we were fighting and in that way I 
could get more support from America. 

““What Americans must understand is 
that we are not so different from other peo- 
ple. We have the same hopes and dreams. 
But we did not have strong experienced 
leaders in Vietnam. We came out from 
under 80 years of French colonial rule and 
were handed our independence. Right after 
that we were at war with the Japanese, the 
French, and then with the communists. If 
you look at our history, we never had a 
transition time. We did not have time to be 
educated and form a generation of leaders 
for a democratic government. We just 
needed some time. The North Vietnamese 
did not need time. They had dictators and 
terrorism to make their government work. 
But to build a democracy you need more 
time. 

“I was so young then. I was only 34 when 
I first came to power and I did many things 
wrong. Today, I am older and wiser. There 
are many Vietnamese people who think of 
me as one of the men who can do something 
about freeing Vietnam. For many people I 
am the hope for a free Vietnam. 

“Last fall I went to Dallas for a gathering 
of ex-military men from Vietnam that 
occurs every two years. Everyone came to 
the meeting with different ideas and there 
was bickering and arguing. I spoke to them. 
And after I finished everyone stood up and 
applauded. Many of them were crying. We 
are just now getting the momentum and the 
forces of the free world together to defend 
freedom. I will be a leader in that fight. 

‘But in the long struggle ahead — the 
struggle for freedom — it will not be the 
Vietnamese in the United States who will 
spearhead the fight against communism in 
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Vietnam. It will be the people still in Viet- 
nam who must lead. We Vietnamese exiles 
can help them with political and military 
support, but they must carry on the fight 
first. The people in Vietnam who have been 
under communist rule for a decade and who 
have spent time in the so-called re- 
education camps know the real face of com- 
munism. They know that it is not liberation. 
It is slavery. Because of their knowledge, 
they will lead the fight in Vietnam. And 
when they win, we will all see Saigon again 
— a free Saigon. 

‘““Many Americans and Vietnamese do 
not want to talk about Vietnam. But deep 
inside they still think about Vietnam, dream 
about Vietnam. They are still trying to finda 
complete answer to their sacrifice and com- 
mitment. Vietnam is still with them. When 
they talk about El Salvador and about Nica- 
ragua, they also talk about Vietnam. Viet- 
nam is still a deep wound for America and 
one that will not heal. You cannot forget 
Vietnam. And neither can we. 

“‘T believe in fate. I might have died many 
times in Vietnam. I could have been like so 
many of my countrymen buried there. But I 
did not die, I survived. I survived for a reason. 
I have a special destiny. If I have to die for 
freedom for Vietnam some day, then I am 
ready to die. Perhaps that is my destiny. There 
is no better cause to die for than for freedom — 
freedom for one’s country.” 
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telligence gathering mission became more 
and more successful, the reaction by mili- 
tary and DIA hierarchy grew more and more 
peculiar. The major was in Lop Buri cross- 
training with Thai Special Forces in July 
1981 when ‘‘the subject of American POWs 
first came up. 

“I was approached by a Thai general 
officer who was concermed about Lieuten- 
ant Colonel ‘Bo’ Gritz. He said that Gritz’s 
information supported or corroborated in- 
formation that his own intelligence had 
obtained. I was introduced to this Thai offi- 
cer by aman who himself was a Thai prison- 
er of war for many years. I was introduced 
as an American [former] POW and that is 
the contextual setting [in which] we talked. 
These officers assumed that since Bo Gritz 
was in the country at the same time . . . that 
I was somehow involved with the support 
and the POW rescue operation,’’ Smith’s 
affidavit states. ‘‘At the time, that was not a 
correct assumption.’’ Smith later told Sol- 
dier of Fortune that he now believes Gritz 
was correct in his assertions that Gritz’s 
efforts to find and free U.S. POWs were 
undertaken at the behest of the U.S. govern- 
ment. 

When Smith at first expressed skepticism 
that U.S. POWs might still be alive any- 
where in Southeast Asia, the Thai general 
called in his intelligence officer, who laid 
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out for Smith the findings of numerous 
deep-penetration missions by Thai recon- 
naissance teams. The SF major’s disbelief 
began to fade as he heard more and more 
specific, detailed information: times, dates, 
places, grid coordinates and names of the 
imprisoned. The Thai general said he could 
possibly produce ‘“‘identification such as 
photographs and fingerprints and similar 
evidentiary matters,’’ Smith said. 

Thai officers said they would provide 
Smith with full access to their intelligence 
about U.S. POWs in the region, but they 
expressed grave concern about the danger of 
compromising their sources. They stressed 
to the Green Beret major that his channel of 
communication to Washington must bypass 
the U.S. Embassy in Bangkok, CINCPAC 
and the JCRC. There is no doubt that securi- 
ty risks existed. For instance, one of the U.S. 
Embassy officials with whom they frequent- 
ly had to deal in Bangkok was married to a 
woman from North Vietnam. 

Smith returned to Seoul and contacted the 
DIA’s military liaison for Korea, someone 
he already knew through his assignment as 
CO of SFD-K. A message was drafted to 
DIA headquarters in Washington and the 
Intelligence and Security Command (IN- 
SCOM) headquarters at Fort Meade, Md., 
stating that if no sources were compromised 
that the Thais could provide information ‘‘on 
the location and identities of United States 
Prisoners of War in Laos.”’ 

Five days later the major was advised that 
no one in the U.S Embassy in Bangkok 
would be told of these sources or their pur- 
pose. After Smith was debriefed by the DIA 
and told to develop all the information he 
could on POWs and MIAs in Southeast Asia, 
the message went out through DIA channels 
in August 1981. 

As the operation developed and ex- 
panded, Smith said it ‘‘all .. . was reported 
and sanctioned by ... DIA operatives in 
Korea [who] were receiving their instruc- 
tions from INSCOM at Fort Meade... . On 
three different occasions I briefed a man 
whose title was either a lieutenant colonel or 
a GS-15.” 

Then things began to get weird. 

“*There was a major compromise of one 
Laos agent who was reported to have been 
shot by the Vietnamese and compromised 
my contact with senior Thai officers,’’ 
Smith said. ‘‘I talked to an individual in the 
United States Embassy in Seoul to try and set 
up another channel that would allow me to 
bypass American military intelligence chan- 
nels because of the constant compromises. I 
provided all the information that I had by that 
time to the Chief of Research unit, United 
States Embassy, Seoul.”’ 

Then POW/MIA intelligence gathering 
operations in Southeast Asia were temporar- 
ily stopped. Smith was told his assignment 
had to hold because it might inadvertently 
cross wires with an ongoing operation that 
was too secret to disclose to Smith. Six 
months went by before the major learned that 
the ‘‘ongoing operation”’ that his assignment 
might compromise was his own. 
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And things got weirder still. 

Lieutenant Colonel Robert L. Howard, 
Chief of the Combat Support Coordination 
Team for SFD-K, also had been in Thailand 
with Smith and McIntire and was familiar 
with the operation. He was impressed by the 
detail and precision of their intel reports. ‘*I 
was convinced that we had live Americans in 
captivity in Laos and possibly North and 
South Vietnam.’’ They believe between 100 
and 200 such live POWs are still in captivity. 

AtLop Buri in January 1984, some senior 
Thai officers played host for a luncheon to 
meet and honor Howard because of his ex- 
tensive battlefield experience. Also present, 
according to Howard, were the commanding 
general of Thai Special Forces; four colonels 
of the Thai Special Warfare Command; 
Lieutenant Colonel Paul Mather of the 
JCRC; the military attache at the U.S 
Embassy in Bangkok, named Colonel 
Alpern; Major Smith and SFC McIntire. 

‘*Tt was on this occasion that I witnessed 
the compromise of a source of information 
by Lt. Col. Mather and Col. Alpern con- 
ceming the working relationship’ between 
the SFD-K members and the Thai general 
officers, ‘specifically ... that the Thai 
general officer had been providing informa- 
tion concerning living American prison- 
ers.”” 

In his affidavit filed on behalf of Smith 
and MclIntire’s suit, Howard said the lunch- 
eon incident was ‘‘a blatant security viola- 
tion by a senior U.S. military officer ... an 
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effort to undermine the successful intelli- 
gence gathering activity’ aimed at locating 
and rescuing U.S. POWs in the region. 

It soon became apparent to Smith, McIn- 
tire and Howard that perhaps there were peo- 
ple somewhere that wanted them not only 
discredited on the issue of live POWs in 
Southeast Asia, but completely eliminated. 
All three men began looking over their 
shoulders after an incident in which they 
were supposed to cross-train with Thai Spe- 
cial Forces on a survival problem. 

Lieutenant Colonel Howard said it was ‘‘a 
training exercise which I now believe was 
designed and intended to discredit the intelli- 
gence gathering activity of Special Forces 
Detachment-Korea. In general, a training 
mission occurred which, if completed as 
planned, could have resulted in the killing or 
capture of myself, Maj. Smith, SFC Mcln- 
tire and others by a hostile force... . Fortu- 
nately this mission did not take place. It was 
terminated due to the suspicions of SFC 
McIntire that it would have constituted an 
illegal mission into a communist country,” 
specifically Laos. 

Smith recalls the incident this way: ‘‘The 
purpose of the training officially was to con- 
duct high altitude, high opening [HAHO] 
parachute infiltration of an aggressor force 
followed by an airfield assault by [an MC- 
130] aircraft [inside Thai borders]. If the 
mission had been flown along the intended 
route and the individuals had actually exited 
the aircraft with the prevailing winds, a land- 
ing would have occurred approximately 20 
miles inside Laos.’’ 

SFC McIntire had worked as an instructor 
in unconventional warfare for eight years at 
the JFK Center at Fort Bragg. He im- 
mediately sensed that something was wrong 
as they began to board the aircraft for the 
“‘exercise.’’ As Smith later said, McIntire 
noticed that the ‘‘Thai troops who were 
participating in the exercise had been issued 
a full combat load of ammunition [and] ra- 
tions and had every appearance of going 
into an unfriendly area.’’ 

As McIntire, mission jumpmaster, dis- 
cussed the routes and drop points with a 
navigator, it became clear that they were 
referring to two different sets of coordi- 
nates. The navigator remarked to McIntire 
that it had seemed a little strange to him, 
too. While the navigators usually worked 
out their own sets of coordinates with peo- 
ple assigned to the mission, their regular 
aircraft had been sidelined for unscheduled 
repairs. Another aircraft furnished out of the 
Philippines had come with its own set of 
navigational instructions. 

Then one of the senior Thai officers 
aboard asked McIntire about the helicopters. 

“‘What helicopters?’’ McIntire asked, 
feeling all the more uneasy. 

The Thai officer told McIntire that four 
specially outfitted Blackhawk helicopters 
were stationed and ready to deploy from a 
point in the Gulf of Thailand. ‘‘I assumed 
that they must be working in conjunction 
with this mission and that you must be 
aware of it.’ The Thai officer then told 
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McIntire that he had been given sealed 
orders just before boarding that were not to 
be opened until the men were on the ground. 

McIntire knew there were no operational 
Blackhawks in the Pacific. If any were in 
the area they must have come from Fort 
Bragg or Fort Campbell. Possibly the top 
secret Delta unit or Task Force 122? A red 
flag went up in McIntire’s mind. Something 
mighty strange was going on. The staff 
NCO told the Air Force personnel to kill 
their engines, that he was canceling the mis- 
sion. 

Lieutenant Colonel Howard and Maj. 
Smith came forward, screaming for McIntire 
and asking what in the name of God was going 
on. Why had the mission been canceled? 

Smith immediately called McIntire and 
others on the carpet to explain. “‘AIl factors 
clearly indicated that someone somewhere 
had given a green light for an operation into 
Laos, that the Thai military who were along 
were prepared for just that, that the U.S. Air 
Force had received some instructions from 
somewhere to fly a certain flight path. The 
[substitute] aircraft which had been pro- 
vided was a stealth-type aircraft clearly in- 
tended to facilitate the infiltration into Laos 
in a clandestine manner without informing 
either myself, SFC Mclntire or Lt. Col. 
Howard. When the air crew was questioned 
by me as to why they changed the flight 
plan, I was told they had received a new 
flight plan from the command center at 
Clark Air Force Base representing the 13th 
Air Force.”’ 

If Smith and McIntire were surprised, 
that was nothing to what Lt. Col. Howard 
was when he got back to Korea. The pow- 
ers-that-be there apparently had not heard 
that the mission had been scrubbed at the 
last minute. Interestingly enough, Howard 
was formally charged with conducting an 
unauthorized cross-border operation — an 
operation that would have gone off had 
Mcintire not been on his toes. Smith and 
McIntire also were later charged. i 

Howard obviously denied the charges, 
but advised his superiors that there was 
good evidence that live U.S. POWs were 
being held in Laos at a known location and 
could be rescued. ‘‘My impression was that 
there was no interest,’’ Howard’s affidavit 
states. ‘“I was shocked because I felt we had 
amoral obligation to responsibly pursue this 
matter... . There is an ongoing effort by the 
Defense Intelligence Agency to ignore’’ re- 
ports of live U.S. POWs. 

Now nervous about who they could trust, 
Smith and McIntire continued their intelli- 
gence gathering assignment with tentative 
caution. Smith began preparing a compre- 
hensive intelligence report for Major Gener- 
al Kenneth C. Leuer. Then he received a 
coded message from a Thai general that 
three live U.S. POWs were ‘‘available to be 
taken out of Laos on 1] May 1984.’ The 
Pathet Lao who had agreed to deliver the 
U.S. POWs only wanted asylum in the 
United States, Smith said later. 

“When this information was passed to 
[Leuer] and the 501st MI Group and to the 
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CIA station in Seoul, all SFD-K operations 
to Thailand or anywhere in Southeast Asia 
were declared unauthorized and terminat- 
ed’’ three and a half years after they had 
begun. Smith said he has learned that one of 
the American prisoners to be freed has since 
died. He declined to provide their names in 
consideration of the families. 

Two weeks after the major gave the two 
star general a briefing folder detailing cur- 
rent intel on live POWs, Smith said that 
Leuer told him ‘“‘that if I wanted to be a 
lieutenant colonel in the Army that I should 
forget about the POW/MIA information. I 
was told in no uncertain terms that I should 
forget the matter.’ 

Smith’s affidavit states that after he deliv- 
ered this briefing report to Leuer and the 
general officer read the two attached cover 
letters, Leuer “‘turned white, handed the 
briefing back to me and said, ‘This is too hot 
for me to handle, big guy.’... I was told 
that if I was smart I would put the briefing 
through a shredder and forget the entire 
matter. 

“I demanded authorization to go to 
Washington and see another general in the 
office of the Deputy Chief of Staff for Op- 
eration,’’ Smith said. ‘‘I was given a direct 
order not to have any more contact with that 
officer in Washington.”’ 

As for McIntire, once he also mentioned 
to the 501st MI Group that three POWs were 
positioned for extraction in May 1984, he 
was forbidden from returning to Thailand 
and like Smith sent home from his Korea 
tour six months early. Before he left Korea, 
however, a buddy stopped him outside the 
PX to ‘‘congratulate’’ McIntire. The buddy 
had heard a rumor that McIntire and others 
from SFD-K had gone into Laos to extract 
U.S. POWs and had killed 350 Vietnamese 
in the process. McIntire could only shake 
his head in wonder. 

The intel net remained intact and func- 
tional, however, and McIntire continued to 
get reports in the United States of live U.S. 
POWs in Southeast Asia. “‘I no longer knew 
who to report to or who to trust, so I elected 
not to report to anyone with the exception 
of’’ Smith. Before his departure from 
Korea, he had been told to destroy all his 
materials on the topic and ‘‘I was told that 
the intelligence reports which we had pre- 
sented had in fact been destroyed.” 

McIntire, acting as a private individual, 
tumed over information to three appropriate 
U.S. agencies on returning to the United 
States, including the DIA. Nothing hap- 
pened. He continued to collect intelligence 
indirectly. 

In July 1985, traveling as a private 
citizen, McIntire returned to Thailand with 
Smith ‘‘in an effort to prevent these sources 
from drying up. I learned of more informa- 
tion about living Americans in Southeast 
Asia and that there were two Americans in 
the hands of Laotian troops who were en 
route to Thailand. I spoke with other indi- 
viduals who were involved in the resup- 
plying of acamp where 14 U.S. POWs were 
being held.’’ 
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Smith — by now forced into retirement 
— and McIntire returned to Washington. 
Prior to deciding to file a suit, they offered 
the U.S. government yet another opportuni- 
ty to discreetly clear the air. They offered to 
pass along this most recent intelligence to 
the DIA in Washington, the agency that 
originally told them to set up their opera- 
tion. Smith and McIntire expected that the 
DIA would want to debrief them about this 
most recent trip. They waited for a reply. 

And in that respect Smith and McIntire are 
much like the wretched compatriots they had 
hopes of rescuing. They are still waiting. & 


COMBAT 
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activate an electrical blasting cap. The - 
wooden pressure and base plates can 
be cut to any size or configuration. Two 
metal contacts on the insides of the 
wooden plates are kept apart by 
sponges or springs until pressure is ap- 
plied, then the two contacts touch, 
completing the circuit ... BOOM ... 
No more patrol. 

Another bomb that has seen dra- 
matic play throughout the terrorist 
world is the pipe bomb. This hateful 
device is constructed, as the name sug- 
gests, from a piece of pipe approx- 
imately two inches in diameter and 
stuffed with plastic explosive. An elec- 
trical blasting cap with firing wire 
attached provides the sendoff. It all 
works on the same principle as the 
MI8AI1 Claymore, but is much easier 
to construct. It can be command deto- 
nated or activated by trip wire ... it’s 
any guerrilla’s favorite bomb. 

As you can see, booby traps are the 
perfect weapon for the guerrilla. Since 
he usually fights from a position of 
numerical inferiority, it is in the quertil- 
la’s interest to keep out of contact with 
enemy forces that could whittle his 
small strength down to an unaccept- 
able level. Booby traps allow the guer- 
rilla to maintain combat contact with 
the enemy — and on the guenilla’s 
own terms. Couple that with the fact 
that improvised booby traps are cheap 
and easy to make and you have a 
weapon that will always be a part of 
war in the Third World. ® 


BATTLE BLADES 


Continued from page 14 


enemy kills him. The blade that kills in 
this manner does so with such speed 
that the enemy is dead before he be- 
comes alarmed. The Gurkha doesn’t 
have to worry about whether he is big 
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enough or strong enough to hold his 
adversary in place while he cuts or 
stabs. Most Gurkhas are small men by 
Wester standards, and it is applied 
common sense on their part to avoid 
grappling with any opponent. Frankly, 
the fact that we do the opposite strikes 
me as béing, well, stupid. 

There is a little more to the Gurkha 
technique than meets the eye. In the 
first place, their knife is a part of their 
culture, and these people know how to 
use it to maximum effect. Moreover, its 
design possesses one great advantage: 
It has a tremendous amount of lever- 
age and chopping power. It will split a 
skull or sever a spinal cord with one 
blow. 

Most American knives are whittlers 
by contrast. Our military issue knives 
are frail and impotent by comparison. 
Our guys cannot employ a superior 
and safer technique because of an 
equipment limitation that has cost 
American lives, 

Knives are not outmoded in modem 
combat as some modern theorists sup- 
pose. The Gurkhas are feared and re- 
spected today as soldiers and their use 
and skill at arms with a knife is one of 
the comerstones upon which this re- 
spect is built. Any enemy force which 
awakens in the morning to find all of its 
senties lying by their duty stations with 
their heads sitting in their laps is in for a 
very unpleasant jolt. That’s guaran- 
teed to have a detrimental effect on 
anyone’s morale. 

There have been sentries as long as 
there has been war, and there will be 
sentries in the war of the future. We are 
not as good at removing them as we 
think we are because of technique and 
equipment. We need to re-evaluate 
both. 
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heady food for thought for friend and 
foe alike. 

South African War Machine is 
not a political book nor was it meant to 
be. Rather, it’s a fairly comprehensive 
study of a heretofore little-known sub- 
ject. Whether you're a serious student 
of South African affairs or just a casual 
observer, the South African War 
Machine will do much toward in- 
creasing your understanding of Afri- 
ca’s best trained and equipped military 
force. ® 
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asked with a distinct edge to his voice. 

The newbie nodded while the rest of 
the team shook their heads in disgust, 
rolled their eyes or swore under their 
breath. With one last glare at the 
“cherry” they tumed their attention 
away from the trail and back to their 
rest. 

“You got commo?” Renfro asked 
the ATL who nodded assent. ‘“Well tell 
*em it was nothing. Tell ’em...” 

“But I heard something, sarge!’ the 
new guy broke in. ‘“‘It’s gotta be 
gooks...” 

The team leader cut him off. “What 
you heard wasa ‘Fuck You’ lizard,” he 
explained with strained patience. “It’s 
a small reptile that makes a sound 
some people think sounds like some- 
one else yelling ‘Fuck You.’ They...” 

“But what kind of lizard says fuck 
you?” the newbie persisted. 

“Tf you'd quit interrupting maybe | 
Gane. ci 
“A lizard, really?”’ 

“YEAH!” yelled the team leader. “A 
small, greenish-brown sonofabitch 
that nobody but stupid FNGs wake a 
tired team up for. 

“Look, ‘cruit, I’m hot, tired and 
hard-pressed to tell the company that 
we’re not almost in contact but instead 
about to blow away a lizard because 
our team cherry doesn’t like its 
mouth!” 

“But sarge. . .a lizard, no kidding?” 

The exasperated LREP team leader 
slouched back against his ruck. “Fuck 
you!”’ he shot back at the still amazed 
new guy, then pulled his boonie cap 
over his face for protection against the 
warm Vietnamese afternoon. ®& 
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government repulsive, hold onto 
your blood pressure. Under a policy 
typical of the State Department's 
duplicitous double standards, the 
United States is providing the 
Machel regime with military aid, 
which he can use to kill RENAMO 
patriots struggling to establish a 
pluralistic democracy in 
Mozambique. If that doesn’t qualify 
as ridiculous, Portugal — which 
once ruled Mozambique as a colony 
— has offered to send Machel a 
specially trained security force to 
protect the Cabora Bassa 
hydroelectric dam complex in 
northern Mozambique, a frequent 
RENAMO target. Portugal’s 
misguided ministers and Foggy 
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@ SOF CENTURY — Celebrate 100 
issues of Soldier of Fortune with a 148- 
page special issue with more combat re- 
porting from all over the world, more 
weapons reviews, plus special articles 
on medicine, weapons demo videotapes 
and Vietnam combat art. 

@ SOUTH AFRICAN MACHINE PIS- 
TOL — SOF’s exclusive, pre- 
production look at a new compact bullet 
hose. 

@ I.R.A. BLOWUP — A British army 
officer briefs SOF readers on construc- 
tion and employment of explosive de- 
vices of Ireland’s terrorists. 

@ SHORT SCATTERGUN — Pete 
Kokalis tests and evaluates the Witness 
Protection 12-gauge. 

@ COMBAT ARTIST — Marine paint- 
er E.M. Condra chronicled the war in 
Southeast Asia in the ‘60s, and SOF 
presents his work. 

@ COMMANDO ACADEMY — Do 
you want to find professional private 
training? Read SOF’s review of Harry 
Claflin’s ranger school. 

@ JUNGLE ROT — Fungal infections, 
up close and personal: when, where, 
why and how to treat the health problems 
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of men in the tropics. 

@ MARSEILLE S.W.A.T. — French 
police also have special units for special 
law enforcement problems. Only SOF 
shows you this elite police unit. 

@ ANGOLAN PRISON — Underpaid, 
underequipped, trying to aid anti- 
communist Angolans in their stuggle for 
freedom, former Marine Gary Acker 
was captured by Cuban-led Marxist 
troops. Because he was an American, 
Acker — who had served inthe FNLA 
army only a matter of days — was con- 
victed of “‘war crimes.’’ Acker tells his 
story only to SOF readers. 

@ COSTA RICAN MILITIA — Denied 
formal defense forces by their constitu- 
tion and diplomatic necessity, many 
Costa Ricans are becoming concerned 
about their defenselessness. Can irregu- 
lar, volunteer forces substitute for a real 
army? SOF went to the bush to find out. 
@ PROTECT YOUR INTEL SOURCE 
— Subscribe now to Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine, and guarantee delivery, ev- 
ery month, earlier and for a lower price 
than if you bought your copy at the 
newsstand. Send the attached card today 
and join the ranks of SOF. ®& 


FIND OUT WHO’S LYING 
WHO’S 
TELLING THE TRUTH 
WHO YOUR 
FRIENDS REALLY ARE!! 


Copyright CCS 1985 


Now you have the power. The power to 

tell truth from lies. And that power can be 

held in the palm of your hand. WITH THE 
VSA FROM CCS. 


The VSA analyzes a person’s voice elec- 

tronically to detect stress. A simple 

numerical readout helps you find out if 
the person is being deceptive. 


That’s all there is to it. No wires, no con- 
nections...it’s simple to operate and 
completely portable for use anywhere. 


And to prove how well the VSA analyzes 
tape recordings, CCS will include a special 
Investigator’s Surveillance Recording 
System. The micro miniature long playing 
recorder fits in a pocket. The ultra sen- 
sitive microphone is tiny as a thumbtack. 
And with the preamplifier, the system can 
even record from across the room. 


The VSA (regularly $3500) and the Inves- 

tigator Recording Kit (regularly $1200) 

are now being offered for a special intro- 

ductory price of $2345. This special offer 
saves you over $2000. 


Now you can possess the power. And for 
a limited time only, save $2000 too. 


(Offer good only when accompanied by this ad. 
Expires Dec. 31, 1985.) 


CCS Communication Control Inc. 
633 Third Ave., NYC, NY 10017 (212) 697-8140 
To order fill out the coupon below 


SOF 
CCS Communication Control Inc. 
633 Third Ave., New York, NY 10017 


Please send ____ VSA/Investigator Kits at 
$2345 ea. Bill me in the following way: 


Major credit card. 
Number 
Expiration. 

Billing name 
Address 


Rio) ee 
(IF shipping name/address is different please 
enclose). Cashier check enclosed 
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ee 
POW/MIAs 


,.and the war most don’t want 
to remember, but some are unable 


to forget. 


READ ABOUT IT ALL 
Vi fu in the award winning 
retnam 


ae VIETNAM 
VETERANS 
REVIEW.” 


= i ‘to Head 
a wane VOICE OF THE VIETNAM VETERAN 
eae Afford Veterans... Costa, Calif, 052 Pages 
The L .S.-Soviet -, . 
nary os *Approximately 100,000 words 


Balance 


The “National Vietnam Veterans 
Review” (NVVR) is the only 
national monthly newspaper dedicated to the Vietnam War, 
its aftermath, and its veterans. 


Robert K. Brown, publisher of “Soldier of Fortune” says, 
“This newspaper is undoubtedly the finest publication that 
deals exclusively with the Vietnam War. It sets the standard 
for historical reporting...with a truthfulness and conciseness 
that veterans of all wars can identify with and appreciate.” 


NVVR is a professional journal, by veterans, for veterans, 
with feature articles by renouned and award winning 
writers, correspondents, and artists. This news monthly 

is required reading for the veteran, historian, and 

student of the Vietnam War. 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 


SAVE OVER THE NEWSTAND PRICE. 1 year e 12 issues @ 3rd Class Mail $18.00 
1 year © 12 issues © 1st Class Mail Envelope $36.00 


WRITE TO: NATIONAL VIETNAM VETERANS REVIEW 


POST OFFICE BOX 35812 
FAYETTEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA ¢ 28303 e USA 


SUBSCRIBER PUBLICATION TO THE ©VETERANS PRESS SYNDICATE 


Wichita Arms 


45 Slide Conversion 


© Wichita Rear Sight Buried & Melted into Slide. 

¢ Wichita Front Sight Milled & Silver Soldered. 

¢ Port Opened for easy Ejection. 

e Flatten Top of Slide. e Glass beaded & Reblued. 
All this for only $119.95 


Send $1.00 and a S.A.S.E. for our complete catalog. 


Dealers inquiries invited. 


We are Professionals at Manufacturing & Customizing All Types of Competition Guns. 


Wichita Arms, Inc. 


444 Ellis, P.O. Box 11371, Wichita, Kansas 67211 


(361) 265-0661 


ATTENTION CRAFTSMEN 


we wrote the book 


on how to build your own 
gun and SAVE $$$ 


Make money in your 
spare time by building 
and repairing your 
friends’ guns. 


Over 300 gun kits and parts listed in our giant 
KIT GUN DIRECTORY, 


176 pages of detailed construction articles, step 
by step instructions, and hundreds of detailed 
photos show you how to build your own working 
pistol, rifle or shotgun. 


Build guns such as the British STEN, the XM- 
15 Shorty, the classic M1 and many many others. 


Try KIT GUNS & HOBBY GUNSMITHING at 
our risk. Read KG&HG for 90 days. If you don't 
like it, we'll send your money back —right away 
—no questions asked. 


Ordering Instructions: cash, check, MC or 
VISA accepted. Send $9.98 plus $2.00 shipping 
and handling (Ohio residents add $.60 sales tax) to 
KG&HG, Box 2204, Dayton, Ohio 45429. 


ON VIDEOCASSETTE 


FORTRESS EUROPE 


Sarg = Stee 

3 2 Pit, as Se we Oe a 

BEHIND ENEMY LINES ON D-DAY 
What was it like to be a German soldier on 
D-Day? Original German World War |! newsreels 
spanning three years have been drawn upon to 
highlight the design and construction of the 
Atlantic Wall coastal batteries and bunkers, and 
the Germans’ realistic combat exercises to 
prepare for Allied invasion. The first six weeks 
of the Normandy battle, beginning with German 
counterattacks against Allied airborne landings 
on the night of June 5th, 1944, are graphically 
pertaver in this feature. The German Army, 

avy, Luftwaffe, and elite paratroop and 
Waffen SS divisions are shown, together with 
their famous commanders, waging a desperate 
struggle to drive the Allied landing troops back 
into the sea. Here is the battle for “Fortress 
Europe” as seen through the eyes of its 
defenders: the D-Day you've never seen 
before. Transferred to videocassette from 
Original 35-millimeter negatives for superb 
audio and visual quality, Fortress Europe is 
88 minutes long with English subtitles. To take 
advantage of this exclusive offer of classic 
military history on videocassette, order today. 
Only ts5 plus $2 for shipping and handling. 
Specify whether you want Beta or VHS. (Foreign 
orders specify if you want PAL standard.) Visa 


or MasterCard accepted. Include card number, | 


eae date, and signature. Phone orders 
call: 312-436-8051. Make checks payable to: 
INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS INC., 
Box 29035, Chicago, Illinois 60629 


‘ 3 SOF WORLD 
R TOUR JACKET 


For the past ten years you've traveled with us all over the 


globe featuring: 


Bottom Bozos better beware if the 
Fool Killer ever gets wind of this 
madness. In the meantime, it is 
obvious that — despite the 
U.S/Portuquese idiocy — RENAMO 
is gaining ground in its struggle for a 
free Mozambique. 


ETTING IT 
TOGETHER... 

A military reunion is more than 
just a chance to slug back a few 
beers and tell war stories. It’s a time 
to reforge friendships made under 
fire and reaffirm the commitment to 
freedom to which so many gave 
their lives. SOF continues its editorial 
policy of publishing reunion notices, 
but certain guidelines must be met 
before we can spread the word. All 
copy must reach us at least four 
months prior to the event and 
include a description of the reunion, 
dates it will be held, and a point of 
contact with address and telephone 
number. Post this information to 
associate editor John Coleman at 
SOF. 


FLAK 


Continued from page 10 


OMBAT SHOOTER 
COMMENDS SOF... 
Sirs: 

Thanks for your support of 
combat shooting. The tremendous 
effort put forth by Robert K. Brown 
and the SOF staff needs to be 
commended. The Soldier of Fortune 
Match is the best combat match in 
the country. I have attended the last 
three held in Las Vegas and can 
honestly say I had a better time at 
those than any I have ever attended, 
and I have been a competitive 
shooter for 35 years. And the 
convention adds even more to an 
already enjoyable trip. 

L. Harrison 
Missouri — IPSC Section 
Coordinator 


Pakistan Hannibal, Missouri 
S. Africa 


Thailand 


Afghanistan Cuba . Israel 
Angola E! Salvador Korea 
Burma Grenada Laos 
Cambodia Guatemala Lebanon Vietnam = 
Costa Rica Honduras Nicaragua Zimbabwe 


Black Nylon Satin Jacket with Flannel! Lining. 
$49.95 plus $1.75 postage and handling 
Send Check or Money Order to: 
SOF Exchange, Dept. SOF . : : 

P.O. Box 687 on Sirs: 

Boulder, Colorado 80306 Sale Congratulations on a decade of 

For VISA and Master Card Orders: action-oriented journalism. | find it 

mcelmant 2 uncharacteristically troubling, 


HURIKEN 
SHORTCOMINGS... 
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In Our Next Issue... 
SPECIAL REPORT: 


-BIG GUNS! 


ART’Y OF THE PAST, PRESENT & FUTURE 


GW FLIES THE JVX TiltRotor 


* CHEMICAL WARFARE— 
PLAYING DIRTY 


¥* ACR — The Battle Rifle , 
of Tomorrow ; id 


ny 


8 


/MCSCOMBAT 
q WEAPONS 


.beca is@iyou have a ‘need to know’! 


ere em rr mm ree er re i en ee ee eee 


SOF’s COMBAT WEAPONS INTRODUCTORY OFFER 


Exp. Date. ssssssC(‘(‘CSCSC*é«SMt.:;XMovrrrris, IL 61054 


Signature. (ter god in U.S. 0 le Fhe allow 6-8 weeks 
for your first copy to be mai 


I 
| 
ON SALE | 6 ISSUES FOR $14.99 
ON YOUR | 
NEWSSTAND | 
7 JANUARY | 400R«ss: 
1986, OR USE 7 Cie =. ee ES A ee: 
ANCWF6 
agrean Genie | [_] PAYMENT ENCLOSED MAIL TO: 
[J] VISA {_] MASTERCARD SOF’s Combat Weapons 
TODAY. ee, PO 
| 
| 


%* RARE COLLECTORS FIND * 


Tink’s Rhodesian Military Camo Track Suits 
brand new & unissued 

World’s last supply. Issued to Police and Reserve Units for 
training. sport and Special Ops. 50% cotton/50% poly. 2-piece 
jacket with zipper. tight running pants with pocket, and leg 
straps per military specs. Only large and medium left. Tink has 
the lot, and is selling them first come. first serve for $69.95 
medium size. Less than 500 sets remain. Excellent for working 
out, hunting, lounging around, training or combat. Large 
pattern rated World Best Camo by the Pros. Illegal to wear in 
Africa. Send check. Money Order or Credit Card information 
including expiration date. Shipped postpaid for $69.95 for size 
medium; $99.95 for large and extra-large. 

Safariland Hunting Corp. 

P.O. Box NN, Dept. S.0.F. 85, McLean, VA 22101 

No C.0.D.s. Payments in US funds only. 

Drawn on US banks only. 

Shipped UPS — give UPS address. 

Tel. 703'356-1997 or 703/356-0620. 

Catalog $1.00. 


“NO BULL - ust creat T-SHIRTS 


All designs copyrighted 


instant a eeetbn 
telescoping steel 


Incliides 


coils. pocket 
Original patent made in West Wedge clip & 


hand 


Germany. Gun blued. Flexible strap 


steel coils extend instantly 
with a flick of the wrist. 


SPECIFICATIONS: 
| ease BLITZ: 5%” closed, 13%” 
WELFARE} “weaisrisiioneo way Pen, Be O2- : 
Fecal badd poy son teas! WE STEAL IT! SIPO: 6” closed, 16 
Print ang shirt colors are appropriate open, 10 oz 


to designs. Adult sizes S, M, L, XL. 
30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


SEND:$ 7.95 for 1 BLITZ: 10 “3us 2.00 


$14.95 for 2 SHIPPING 
| eae rro-weszsoe FT SIPQ: $19 8.5 2.00 suiprinc 


LIBER—TEES 1) TO ORDER: sena check or money order to — 


Manin bes 7S INGO =. 
Allentown, PA f 
te A P.O, Box 3111 Dept. SOF B(1) 
Burbank, CA 91504 


SPECIALIZING IN CUSTOM PISTOL-SMITHING ON ALL BERETTAS, COLTS, BROWN- 
INGS, RUGERS, S&WS, WALTHERS, AND DAN WESSONS. 

BASIC RELIABILITY WORK, TRIGGER JOBS, ON UP TO THE MOST EXOTIC ENGRAVED 
GUNS AVAILABLE!! 

GUNS BUILT FOR DEFENSE, IPSC, PPC, AND BULLSEYE. WE ALSO MAKE CUSTOM 
HOLSTERS. 

SEND $2.50 FOR OUR NEW ILLUSTRATED COLOR CATALOG AND PRICE INFORMA- 
TION GUIDE, GOOD DELIVERY TIMES. 

STOP IN AND SEE OUR RETAIL STORE AND CUSTOM SHOP — 2 HOUR DRIVE FROM 
NEW YORK CITY, 30 MINUTES FROM PHILADELPHIA — JUST 10 MILES OVER THE 
DELAWARE RIVER BETWEEN PHILADELPHIA AND EASTON. 

HOURS: 


Sunday & Monday: 2.0... «, Chosen B E a LERT Pp RECISION 


Tuesday; .... 2.66. cee 
Wetheadsy: ork gee 10:00 to 6:00 Dept. SOF, RD2; BOX 36C Route 611 North 
Seb Aor oetkeelyi iy Pipersville, PA 18947 
10:00 to 9:00 : 
40:00 to 4:00 (215) 766-8680 
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however, that SOF has fallen for the 
new ninja hype. 

The ninja throwing star may 
indeed be a toy to Bill Bagwell or 
any other experienced soldier, but is 
it something you want a 
nine-year-old to play with? 
Mail-order martial arts weapons 
routinely fall into the hands of naive 
children. This problem has become 
so widespread that Senators 
Kennedy and Thurmond have filed 
legislation to prevent circumvention 
of state law by mail. 

I have no problem with weapons 
as long as they are handled by 
experienced adults. Allowing 
children easy access to dangerous 
weapons is completely irresponsible 
and sets a hair-trigger trap leading to 
tragedy. 

Larry Kelley 
Amherst, Massachusetts 


SOF is by no means falling for 
ninja hype, and Bagwell’s column 
should show that. We were merely 
reporting on the current legislation 
against mail-order sale of martial arts 
weapons (see Bulletin Board, 
October ’85). Larry Kelley was the 
martial arts instructor who mailed a 
shuriken to each member of the 
U.S. Senate. We seem to have 
misunderstood his motive — it was 
in support of the Martial Arts 
Weapons Bill. 

SOF still disagrees with 
unnecessary weapons laws, of which 
the Martial Arts Weapons Bill is 
certainly an example. — The Editors 


I agree that shuriken are not the 
greatest weapon in the world, but it 
should be pointed out that they 
were not intended to be. They were 
intended to be used as a distraction 
to give one time to do something 
else, like escape or attack. If they did 
damage to your assailant, great. If 
not, damage was a secondary 
consideration. 

In any case, I wouldn’t 
recommend shuriken for soldiers — 
leave the stars to assassins and 
thieves. 

T.A. Lancard 
Pine Bluff, Arizona 


EELINE FOR 
THE BREN TEN... 
Sirs: 

SOF readers have noticed that 
Miami Vice’s Don Johnson is 
showing the world the wonders of 
the Bren Ten. Every Friday night 
Sonny Crockett (Johnson) blows 
away South Florida’s 
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less-than-saintly with Chairman Jeff's 
Wonder Weapon. 

Some lucky Bren Ten consignees 
now have their pistol, but without a 
magazine. But Sonny Crockett has 
three. Neither Johnson nor the 
show’s producers know the value of 
the much-coveted Bren Ten mags. 
On a recent Miami Vice episode, 
Detective Crockett did a quick 
reload, discarded the empty 
magazine and loaded a full one. 
Florida’s quick-eyed Bren Ten 
owners didn’t miss a lick. 
Determining the scene’s locale, a 
horde of hungry magazine hunters 
descended upon Dade County’s 
docks and the search was on. No rat 
pile was left untumed. Dade County 
sheriff deputies reported the 
magazine was found by unemployed 
IPSC shooter Orville Mecker. The 
find was so valuable, in fact, that he 
was chased by a mob of magazine 
maniacs all the way to the Trailways 
Station. 

Bill Brooks 
Wilmington, North Carolina 


SOF’s contributing editor and 
convention director has imaginatively 
constructed a drama based on a real 
event. Bren Ten buyers are 
generally furious that the legendary 
— nearly mythical — Bren Ten 
magazine is readily available to 
movie stars, but not to paying 
customers whose money has been 
held for months by Dornaus & 
Dixon. 


OF IN 
SRI LANKA... 
Sirs: 

It was heartening to read in the 
August Anniversary Issue that SOF 
staffers were down in Sri Lanka to 
cover the ongoing battle between 
government troops and Tamil 
guerrillas, Given the track record of 
Tamil separatist fighters, | would not 
hesitate to call them terrorists. | look 
forward to a piece that cuts through 
all propaganda and disinformation 
which all too commonly shroud 
problems such as Sri Lanka’s and 
rings the reader an objective 
in-depth look, which many of us 
have come to appreciate as well as 
expect from SOF articles. 

R. de Silva 
College Park, Maryland 


Interested readers can look 
forward to seeing exclusive coverage 
of the conflict in Sri Lanka in future 
issues of SOF. & 
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100,000 VOLT 
ENERGY FIELD 


the INTJMIDATOR 


® NON LETHAL 
¢ STUNS/IMMOBILIZES 

e CANNOT BE TAKEN AWAY 

e INTIMIDATES MOST ATTACKERS 

e AFFECTIVE 15 TO 20 FEET 


SEND ) $99. 50 


GENUINE AMERICAN 
MADE ZIPPER 
COMBAT BOOT 


R 5-14 W5%-14 $55.00 


10 in. Side Zipper, Cap toe 
COMBAT BOOT in Black 
finish Elk leather. Made 

over the genuine Munson 
last. Full COMFORTABLE 
CUSHION INSOLE, steel 
shank, heavy Jeather mid- 

sole, rolled edge, at 
beveled jump hee 

Heavy cloth lace. 

Genuine Goodyear 

Well. 


MASTER CHARGE, VISA, COO's accepted. 

Send for our free 9 page price list of other 

el surplus including camouflague 
atiques 


Valley Surplus 
Box 346 -S 
Tariffville, Conn. 06081 
(203) 658-6228 
ALL ORDERS POSTPAIO BY UNITED PARCEL 


SERVICE ONLY. FOR ORDERS WHICH MUST 
BE SENT BY POST OFFICE, PLEASE 


LBS., | 


ATTENTION MAG LITE BUYERS 


¢ RECHARGEABLE POWER PACK 


To AMAZING CONCEPTS 
AMHERST, NH 03031 © FREE CATALOG 


E, PLE 
UBS. INSURED. POSTAGE FOR SEVEN 


DEPT. SF BOX 716 


$17.50 


THE 
ANARCHIST 
COOKBOOK 


by William Powell 


The original, once restricted, now available. 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 
State of the art investigative/surveillance techniques from the 
worlds best intelligence organizations. “Possibly the most 
dangerous book ever published; NBC News states $33.00 


$6.95 REG. $14.95 


THE CROSSBOW 
¢ BOOK 


Detailed info on history, use in hunting and target, design, 
shooting technique, types of mechanism and a chapter on 
constructing your own crossbow. Hardback, 138 pgs., 21 
photos, 23 drawings printed at $14.95. 

$11.95 


MERCENARY’S 
MANUAL 
VOL. I 


"edited by Robert K. Brown 


wo 
This tachnical book is the condensation of manuals, books, 
interviews, ARTICLES. and personal experience dealing with 
every aspect of the profession and is intended to broaden the 
knowledge and contribute to the survival of soldiers and mares 
Paperback, 324 pgs.. 300 phetes & drawings 


SURVIVAL BOOKS 


11106 MAGNOLIA BLVO,, N. HOLLYWOOD, CA 91601 © ATTN. LOA! 
(818) 763-0804 OPEN 7 DAYS 
Prices subject tochange * Ca aise 00 © Orders paid with money order 
Ot Cfedit card sent irrecanely personal check orders held 4 weeks 


You already know Mag-Lite models have been universally accepted as atc) 
the world’s most versatile, reliable, and useful flashlights. Their sophis- 
ticated optics, economy, and rugged reliability have made them the \ 
choice of professionals and Consumers everywhere. Great Lakes Dist. once 


is a full line distributor. We stock all models plus every accessory. 
These include belt hangers, traffic wands, vehicle clamps, lanyard ring 


caps, Krypton bulbs and more. 


UPTO 20 TIMES, 
MORE POWERFUL 


LAMPLIFE 


WATERPROOF 
TO200FEET 


AIRCRAFT 


INTRODUCTORY OFFER: Meg Chargers (30,000 candle powen ALUMINUM 


10.00 retail - $150.00 
Mini-mag with $5.00 nylon sheath $16.95 
both offers include shipping, 


Free information on Mag- Lites. Or $2.00 for catalog with survival gear, 


UNBELIEVABLE 
DURABILITY 


NOEXTERNAL { 
nap 


knives, etc. Dealers inquire Mastercharge or Visa. Sac car| 


Why not own the best and forget the rest. 


Great Lakes Distributing 


600 W. Orange, Greenville, Michigan 48838; (616) 754-6694 


2.CELLAA ea 
BATTERIES i 


atte] ie 
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SUPPLY LOCKER 


Steiner Binoculars 
ON SALE! 


The best military binoculars. Used by over 


40 armies around the world. Super bright 
and lightweight! (All models are rubber 
armored) 
6x30G 153.30 
8x390G 132.30 
7x35G 181.30 
7x50G 230.30 
10 x50G 230,30 


7 x 35 Scout with compass 314.30 


7 x 50 Commander with 

compass and illumination 489.30 
15 x 80G 510.30 
15 x 80 C Observer 

with compass 587.30 


Free shipping in continental U.S.A. 
5% discount for prepaid orders (check or m.o.) 


LIVINGSTON & CO. 

938 F. Street N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20004 
- (202) 638-5268 


TIMBERSHEPHERD ™ 

TIMBERWOLF/GERMAN SHEPHERD HYBRID 

As seen In S.W.A.T. Magazine November 1983 
and Survival Guide Magazine August 1984 


~ 


All Rights Reserved 
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Copyright 1983 LRAP Security Services, Inc. 
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“FRIEND AND PARTNER" 


Loyal «Intelligent companion for Family Protection *Home 
*Field Patrol." 37.5 Timberwolf 62.5 German Shepherd 4th 
pei hybrids taking 7 years to produce from North 

merican Gray Timberwolves and German Import Shepherds. 


DO NOT CONFUSE The TIMBERSHEPHERD with the % 

wolf %2 shepherd mix, poorly bred, unpredictable and 

unsuitable as a professionally trained working dog. 

KEENER SENSES of Sight eHearing *Smell than any other 
domestic breed. 


LONGER LIFE SPAN over the Rottwieler *German 
Shepherd *or Doberman Pincher 


EVEN TEMPERAMENT Ideal for the family with smail 
children. The TIMBERSHEPHERD is bred exclusively as a 
superior working dog — Devoted, Useful, Life Long 
Companion 
OUR TRAINING RESOURCES are extensive and most 
credible, employing the latest techniques and standards 
currently in use by the U.S. Dept. of Defense Military 
Working Dog Program *Family *Home *Law Enforcement 
(Public or Private) eOperative *Whatever!!! eFull Health 
eTemperament *Hip Guarantees *Shipping — Worldwide. 
LRAP SECURITY SERVICES, INC. 
Box 1620 M-1B, Alken, S.C. 29801 
(803) 649-5936 (24-hour) 
Brochure information includes color reprint of SWAT and 
Survival Guide magazine articles. 
SEND $3.00 U.S, FUNDS - $5.00 FOREIGN ORDERS 
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805/656-5191 


TOLL FREE 
800/255-4716 


DO. BOX 10952 
Surg Prices Subject. PARKVILLE, MD, 21254 
b Gang 301-882-5664 


POW-MIA 
“SHIRTS 


(grey only) 
$10.00 ea. 2/$18.00 


Patches 
$3.00 


Bumper Stickers 


FRAG HANOI JANE 
*SHIRTS 
(Yellow-Tan) 
$10.00 ea. 2/$18.00 


H. Jane Urinal 
Targets 
$1.50 ea. $15.00 doz. 


H. Jane Bumper 
Stickers 
$1.50-ea, 


NAM GRAPHICS, INC. 


P.O. Box 1737 
Altamonte, Springs, Fla. 
32715-1737 


*Any 2 Shirts $18.00 


Send $1.00 for catalog 
Florida Residents Add 6% 


¢ UCENSE 
INFORMATION 
ALL STATES 


ee pee mee 4 DETECTIVE 
WZ) 


® AUDIO/VISUAL 
PROGRAMS 


NO EXPERIENCE OR COLLEGE REQUIRED 


Men-Women- Learn from the experts. Train athomeforan 
exciting part or full time career as a private detective or 
security consultant. Start your own business or work for 
others. Step-by-step you will learn how to conduct any 
investigation, how and where to find that first job, and 
much more. Credentials and employment assistance. 


The BEST training available at the BEST 
price. Prove it to yourself by investigating 
before you invest. Send NOW for full facts. 


=~ 


ane GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATIO : 
Box 1915 Hanover, Mass. 02339 


Rush FREE facts. Show me how | can lear at home to be a Private 
Investigator. No obligation. No salesman will cail. 


NAME AGE 
ADDRESS 
city 


‘That Works” 


BULLETPROOF 
VEST 


Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
Il-A” tested in accordance with the NILECJ- 
STD-0101.01. Weighs 2% Ibs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 


.- $150.00 ppd. 


Front & Back Protector .. 
$27.50 ppd. 


Detachable Side Panels 


Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov- 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 


MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 
(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 
P.O. Box 1754 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 
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EQUALIZER 


* The ultimate non-lethal defense 
weapon. 


« In five seconds can immobilize your 
attacker, even through heavy clothing. 


* Discharges over forty thousand volts 
of electricity from a nine volt nickel- 
cadmium battery. 


* $49.95, Mass 5% sales tax, $3.00 
shipping and handling. 


1-800-225-5800 


Cameo Enterprises, Inc. 
P.O. Box 63, Accord, MA 02018 


GENUINE GOV’T. ISSUE 
M-65 FIELD JACKET 


Woodland Camouflage and Olive Drab {c OD) Green. 
Please do not mistake us for a similar ad — 
WE are the ORIGINAL! 
FIRST QUALITY 


EPAULETS 


SNAP CLOSURES 


The very latest U.S. Army issue all-weather field 
jacket made of 50% nylon/50% cotton with water 
repellency is fully lined and is manufactured 
under strict quality standards by a prime govern- 
ment contractor in the United States. Excellent 


for hunting, work or leisure. Only $3995 


AVAILABLE IN CURRENT GOV'T COLORS: 
Woodiand Sip tage e Olive Drab OR Tiger 
Stripe Camouflage * Swat Black * Police Navy « 
Lt. Blue * Maroon « Oyster « Grey « Cactus « 
A.F. Sage Green ¢ Khaki. SIZES: XS, S, M, L, XL. 
For pro fit, specify chest measurement. Ge- 
nuine M-65 cold weather button-in finer 
$16.95 plus $3.00 s nipping and handling. BOYS’ 
jackets in Woodland Camouflage only. Sizes: 4-6, 
$10, 12-14, 16-18. Only $35.95. 

j State size ‘and color and mail proper amount 
(check or money order) plus $3.50 per jacket 
(Canada: iy 00 in U.S. funds) for shipping and 
handlin 
GREE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS 
P.O. BOX 20008, Dept. SF 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37940 
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FREE HOLSTER 


French Foreign Legion Para 
metal beret badge. Guaranteed 
original issue, made famous by 
Legionnaires and mercenaries 
worldwide . $8.95, ppd. 


SS death’s-head cloth badge. 
Exactly reproduced using the 
original “bevo" woven con- 
struction. Color is black/gray. 

. $3.95, ppd. 


Our {atest 68 page catalog of 
world military insignia, books and 
gear is $1 (free with any order). 


Lancer Militaria 
Box 100S, Sims, AR 71969 


The famous C.I.A. 
“‘Get out of jail free’’ card 


An exact reprint of the C.I.A. Covert Opera- 
tions |.D. card carried by members of the 
SOG (Studies and Observations Group) in 
S.E. Asia during the Viet Nam Era. 

.Do not detain or question him' He is 
authorized to wear civilian clothing. carry 
unusual personal weapons. pass into res- 
tricted areas, requisition equipment of all 
types 
“if he ts killed, do not remove this document 
from him! Etc. .. printed in three colors! 


SOLD AS A WAR $5.00 
RELIC ONLY! guaranteed! 


Devil’s Brigade 80 page catolog 
Box 1625 Dept A $1.00 
ElDorado, Ar 71730 (Free with order) 


Damascus Steel 


Duplicate of Davy 
Crockett’s Knife 


The Ultimate Blade Material 

Two Edges Instead of One 
6”"x1/e"x%4"" Blade, Brass Guard 
and Pommel, Rosewood Handle, 
Heavy Leather Scabbard 

$100 plus $4.00 Shipping 

and Insurance 


DICKSON KNIVES 


Dept. SOF-186 

2349 Eastway Rd., 
Decatur, GA 30033 
Phone 404-636-3959 


FOLDING 
LIFEKNIFE* 


LIFEKNIFE does it again! 
The world’s first FOLDING hol- 
low handle survival knife! 3'4”’ 
440 stainless lockback blade, Du- 
Pont Zytel hollow handle contains 
suture, scalpel, disinfectant, butter- 
fly bandages, needles, hooks, line, 
sinkers, snare wire, matches and 
sealed by liquid luminous compass, 
or add what you want! Includes 
nylon belt pouch. Send $29.95 + 
3.00 shipping and insurance to: 


LIFEKNIFE 


Box 771 SOF 
Santa Monica, CA 90406 


Money Back Guarantee 
Calif. Res. Add 62% 


Avoid BIG BROTHER. 


Best techniques for creating 
COMPLETE PRIVACY! 


Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 
Become “Invisible” to investigators 
Stop Generating Financial Records 
Communications Privacy . . Phone, Mail 
How to Stay Out of Government Files 
Begin Eliminating Negative Records 
How to Create Helpful New Records 
Generating Quick Cash Income 
Hiding Your Assets @ Privacy Afloat 
Banking Alternatives & “Low Profile” 
Privacy from Taxes ™ Nomadic Living 
Multiple Addresses 
Hideouts, Deep Cover 
How to “Disappear” 
ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 
WANT — and MORE! 
Don't wait! Order TODAY!! 


ONLY $18.95 
eS Se 
EDEN PRESS ve 
| 11623 Slater “C". Box 8410-AP Fountain Vatiey, CA wren ra 
Your {fr Regular P&H, $2.00 (Please add yj 
Choice (0 FIRST CLASS, $5.00 — to order.) 
{Callfornia residents please add 6% sales tax.) 
q OD Send latest Book Catalog — FREE. i 


Name — . 


fj Address, i : m, : 
B city = 


Lo  ———__ pay _ 
von! To = a 


a 
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SUPPLY LOCKER 


THE LEADER IN 
NIGHT VISION SCOPES 


AN/PVS-3A 

FEATURES: 

© 18mm First Generation Reconditioned 
Intensifier 

® Ruggedized Combat Oriented 
Construction 

© Newly Designed & Improved Eyepiece 

@ Muzzle Flash Protection & Automatic 
Brightness Control 

® 4x Optical System 

@ Unique Quick Range Focus System 

® Weighs Only 3 lbs. (Smallest/Lightest 
of the Military Scopes) 

INCLUDES: 

® Night Sight 

® Front Filter for Daylight Boresighting 

® M1A4/M14 & AR15/M16 Adapter Brackets 

e@ Newly Designed Carrying Case 

® Batteries (Replacements 
Available Over-the-Counter) 

® Manual 


Please Contact our Export Dept. 
about your foreign requirements. 
CALL OR WRITE: 


SURVEILLANCE TARGET ACQUSITION 


NIGHT OBSERVATION COMPONENTS 
P.O. BOX 6274 — SAN BERNARDINO, CA 92412 USA 
714-882-5789/7 14-883-2728/TLX 675537 (STANO SBDN)} 


Send $4.00 for 
Comprehensive Catalogs 
of our STANO Devices 


JEFF COOPER'S 


AMERICAN 
AA PISTOL INSTITUTE 


THE FIRST WITH THE MOST 
Rifle, Pistol, Shotgun — All Levels 


“CRISIS MANAGEMENT IN 
CLOSE-RANGE INTERPERSONAL 
CONFRONTATIONS” 


As the originators and developers of modern 
smailarms technique, we constitute the fountain- 
head of the doctrine of personal weaponcraft. 


Twenty-four firing ranges, arm's length to 1000 
meters — three indoor simutators — twenty-four 
expert instructors — seven qualified range 
masters — a complete gunsmithy on the ranch. 


Our perfected training methods combine the 
discipline essential to safety with cordial, 
personal contact: in an atmosphere of helpful 
comradeship. Our aim is to expand the individual 
self-confidence of each client to the point where 
he can enjoy a degree of peace of mind rarely 
known in today’s hazardous environment. 


Student-teacherratio is never more than four-to- 
one in range work, and over half our tactical 
instruction is conducted with one coach for each 
pupil. 
A SUCCESSFUL GUNSITE GRADUATE 
IS SECURE AND IN CONTROL OF 
HIS ENVIRONMENT. 


Write Dept. B2 for information. 


Send $2.00 for API brochure. 
MASTERCARD/VISA ACCEPTED 


AMERICAN PISTOL INSTITUTE 
Paulden, Arizona 86334 


= 
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JIMMY LILE 


“The Arkansas Knifesmith’’ 


Maker of the Survival Knife for the 
Movie ‘‘FIRST BLOOD” 


“Imitated But Unequaled’’ 
Jimmy Lile, Rt. 1, Russellville, Ark. 72801 


501-968-2011 


The Original 
Mountain Troop Field Cap 


The choice of elite West European Military is the 
original Mountain Troop field cap, manufactured 
since 1902 by Marie Slama & . 

Sohn of Vienna, Austria. This 

tugged yet comfortable cap 

is warm in freezing 

temperatures and coolin § 

hot summer weather. All 

caps have the prestigious 

Edelweiss symbol and feature a 

leather sweat band and folding ear and neck flap. 
Available in camouflage, desert tan and field grey. 
Sizes 6% to 7% available. Please specify color 
and size when ordering. 

Send check or money order, $32.00 plus 
$2.50 shipping and handling to Dept. S.0.F., 
Gun South, Inc., P.O. Box 129, Trussville, 
Alabama 35173 (Phone 205/655-8299). 


A >! MU] Rey 
FEATURING AN 
INVENTORY of OVER 


200 MILLION GUN PARTS 


A 480 page, 242 tb. parts ite Sd) 
listing military, commercial, anti- 
ue U.S. and Foreign gun parts. 
he most complete parts listing 
in the world! Used by eet al 
cies and professional gunsmiths. 
Order now, receive $3 certificate 

toward purchase of "$595, 


item. OD ppd. 


Numrich. agus 


CORP West Hurley, N.Y. 12491 


eWar/Combat Games 
eHigh Cash Profits 
eFull or Part Time 
eSelection of Guns 
eWashable Pellets 
eComplete Game 


Supplies 


For Dealer info, write: 
THE ULTIMATE GAME 


P.O. Box 1856 
Ormond Beach, Florida 
32075 


P.S. Call us at: 
904/677-4358 


SPECIAL ACTION 
COMMANDO SCHOOL 


Special Forces training in the 
following areas: unconventional 
warfare ops; counter insurgency 
ops; survival techniques; pa- 
trolling techniques; special 
assault weapons and tactics; 
electronic security measures; light 
and general purpose M.G.; exotic 
weapons and tactics; adjustment 
procedures for artillery and TAC- 
AIR, and much more. 


Courses Available: 7 days 
Basic Commando Course (BCC) 
Intermed. Commando Course (iCC) 
Advanced Commando Course (ACC) 
Escape & Evasion (E&E) 
Survival Course (SC) 
Geographica! Characteristics: 

Forest Terrain 
Average Temp. Day 75° 
Evening 60° 

For a brochure containing a com- 
plete list of all training and prices, 
write to the: 
Special Action Commando Schoo! 
P.O. Box 506, Pecos, New Mexico 
87552 Brochure $2.00 
(505) 757-6933 
1985 brochure supercedes all 
other information and brochures. 
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 


The response to our SOF 10th anniversary sale 
was so overwhelming, we're offering another 
special sale on two fantastic new items. Read on! 


Secretly listen to every sound 
in your home or office .. . 


From any telephone — 
anywhere in the world! 


As soon as you plug the amazing new Infinite Ear Security 
Listening System into any modular phone jack, it's up and 
running. Then, just dial your phone number from any phone in 
the world, beep the matching tone generator into the 
mouthpiece {only you can activate the system), and listen to 
every word, every whisper, every tiny sound in that location 
through the infinite Ear's super-sensitive microphone! 

Just imagine the peace of mind you'll have, knowing that you 
I can check on the kids at home, or monitor for the presence of an 
intruder — 24 hours a day, from anywhere in the world! Order 
now, and SAVE $100.00! Regularly $289.95, Sale price $189.95 
only while limited supphes last. Send only $189.95 + $6.50 
| shipping ($196.45). Foreign add $5.00. Order now! 


Fabulous new 30 Hr Tape Recorder! 
Price Slashed to only $89.95 


That's right, a full 30 hours on one cassette tape! Our 
newest long-play 30 hr cassette recorder debuts here for the first 
time! Regular price is a low $249.95, but during this introductory 
sale we're almost giving them away at only $89.95! Compare to 
7, 10, and 14 hr recorders that sell for up to $250.00, provide far 
less recording time, & can’t play standard speed tapes! 

The brand-new X.TEN 30 Hour Recorder can record and 
play all your regular cassettes at the standard speed. Then flip 
the switch to the X-Tended Speed, and increase recording time 
by an amazing 1,000%! Get 30 hrs on a 180 min. cassette, 
{20hrs on a 120, 15hrs on a 90, & 10hrs on a 60), Perfect for 
security monitoring, classes, lectures, business meetings, & 
more. You'll never see a price this low again! Send only $69.95 
+ 7.05 shipping ($97.00). Foreign add $9.50. Sale ends when 
limited supplies are exhausted. Order now! 

Items above carry a 100% guarantee! Our fantastic giant 
catalogue packed with surveillance & counter-surveillance elec- 
tronics, security devices, laser weapons, kits, plans, books, & 
much more FREE with order, or send $2.00 (refundable). Send 
name, address, item(s) you're ordering, & payment to: 


UNIVERSAL ELECTRONICS 
15015 Ventura Blvd., Dept. F1 
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403 (818) 509-9124 


ULTIMATE STATEMENT 
T-Shirts 


COMBAT 
VETERAN 


‘There's A Difference You Know! 
US-CIB 


$10.00 each 
includes p & h 


VIET NAM 
COMBAT «< 
VETERAN 


There's A Difference You Know! 
US-MAR 


Sure Cure for Moslem Terrorists 


Colors: 
red, white, 
biue, OD 


MARTYR 


MANUFACTURING 


White, red, blue 
on Hanes Beefy-T 


ie OD on std. T-shirt 


as gh 


Can We Make One For You 7 


MARTYR 


MANUFACTURING 


an 
Fapit Deployment Force 
Can We Make One For You 7 
MM-RDF 


Sizes: 
S, M, L, XL 
No COD’s 


Send check or money order to: 
THE ORDNANCE DEPOT 
2276 Powder Springs Road 
Marietta, Georgia 30064 
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Offering 
My New Hollow Handle 
Survival & Combat Knife 
Non-Glare Mat Combat Finish 


8” J 
aoc 
Blade with 

Saw Teeth 

That Work! 

19” overall 
length. 

All stainless steel 
construction with 
combat sheath. 


225" 
eK 
R, KNIVES 


(CUSTOM HANDMADE KNIVES 


by Robert Parrish 
1922 Spartanburg Hwy. Hendersonvijle, NC 28739 
Phone ) 692. 
Send SASE for more informotion 


Photo by Mother 
Earth News 


Put more life in 
every knife you own! 


Sharpen every knife you own to a 
professional edge, at the exact angle you 
select. Angle selector guide insures 
consistent honing angle. For hunting, fishing, 
camping and household use. In compact, 
carry-everywhere sturdy case. 


Standard Kit Contains: 


Custom carrying case, knife clamp, 1 coarse stone, 
1 med. stone & 1 fine stone all on holders, 1 oz. 
Lansky Honing Oil, 3 guide rods, extra long thumb & 
front screws. 


Deluxe Kit Contains: 
All of the above pius an extra coarse stone & an ultra 
fine stone on holders & 2 more guide rods. 
At your sporting goods or hardware dealer, 
or write us. 


DEALERS PLEASE INQUIRE 


LS LANSKY 


“THE SHARPEST INVESTMENT YOU MAY EVER MAKE~@) 


P. O. BOX 800, BUFFALO, NY 14221 U.S.A. 


THE 
EXPERT'S 
CHOICE 


Dan Inosanto. 
World renown 
Master of Kali. 


(Phillipino martial 
. att of blunt & 
edged weapons. ) 


TANTO 
$129.95 


At better dealers near you or call. 805/656-5191 
wa can aer7rrn imisi TOLL FREE 


800/255-4716 


kKkkkkkkkkkkkr 
BROWNING 


TARGET PISTOL 
SEMI-AUTOMATIC CHAMPION 


* 


JUST 


$4.95 


SEMI-AUTOMATIC 
PELLET FIRING 
TARGET PISTOL 


This replica of the world famous tar- 

get pistol can fire all 50 .22 caliber 

pellets as fast as you can pull the trigger, 50 reusable 

pellets and free targets. Just $4.95 plus 95¢ postage 

and handling. Complete satisfaction or your money 

back. Not sold in New York City. No permit required. 
Michigan State residents add sales tax. 

GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, Dept. 269BR67 

County Road 687, Hartford, Michigan 49057 


kkk kk kkkkkkk 
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REVOLVER” ° $4.95 


FREE: Targets and 50 reuseable pellets 


This hard hitting target pistol looks and feels tike 
the “magnum revolver’ in use by most highway pa- 
trols Extra long target barrel and he-man grips 
combine to give unusual accuracy. The easy-load 
cylinder reloads quickly with 10 pellets. Only $4.95 
plus 95¢€ postage and handling. Your purchase 
price promptly refunded if not satisfied. State age 
when ordering. 

GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, Dept. 269M067 
County Road 687, Hartford, Michigan 49057 


The official Armed Forces footage de 
tailing in savage and bloody battle the 
most awesome combined aif, sea and 
fand conflict in history. 

From Pearl Harbor and defeat to epic 


victories and final confrontation at the 
Japanese homeland. 

A two-part visual masterpiece featuring 
the most nerve jolting combat footage 
ever... all front line beachheads and gun: 
camera stuff of first magnitude. 


Plus!! . . An additional tribute to the 
fighting ist Cavalry Division, *‘Helll for 
Leather.’’ Los Negros, The Admiralties, 
Leyte, Manila. . . first to hit the beaches, 
they gave new meaning tojungle warfare. 

65 minutes of great combat footage, 
priced at oni 

Specify Beta or VHS. $49.95 

Send to: FEROR @ROFE FILMS 
2 °Gnti Banas acceso iplog ie 
3. ON Inada, a e Ing, fe i 
orders, add $3.50. CA res. add oem Sates Tax 
Visa & Master - include card no, & expiration. 


ORDER TOLL-FREE (800) 654-0564, ext. 924. 
in Calif. (800) 432-7257, ext. 925. 
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HANOO AlddNs 


YOU CAN BE AN EXPERT 
pounce LESS THAN 


i} START NOW AND EARN YOUR DIPLOMA | 
AT HOME IN YOUR SPARE TIME. z 

OUR FAMOUS STAFF OF EXPERTS WILL TEACH YOU: | 
© BASIC/MASTER GUN REPAIR « CUSTOMIZING © CHOKES j 


© ACCURIZING © BLUEING © SPORTERIZING © SCOPES 
© BALLISTICS SECRETS « HOW TO BUY WHOLESALE 
© RELOAOING FOR PISTOL AND RIFLE © SHOTGUNS 
« HOW TO GET YOUR FEOERAL FIREARMS LICENSE 
PLUS MUCH MORE! 
PROVEN METHODS — CHAATS— EXPLODED VIEWS 
ACCREDITED & APPROVED BY STATE & NATIONAL 
AGENCIES & BY THE VA. FOR GI BENEFITS 
OVER 40,000 STUDENTS SINCE 1946 


Please RUSH FREE facts on how | can become a 
Professional gunsmith the QUICK easy home study 
way No Obligation. No salesman will call | 
ANE ee AE i 


ADDAESS 


CIty STATE ap 
28 et THs ST., 7. PHOEN! ARIZONA 85006 jj 


ij MODERN GUN REPAIR SCHOOL, dept. GAI6 
LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 


ONLY 
S{ 295 


Add $1.05 Hndl. 


Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath- 
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt clip. Money Back 
Guaranteed If Not Fully Satisfied!! 


WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT. BK-1-SF 
373 Maple Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 


Advertiser 

Alpine Military Sales 
Amazing Concepts 
Assault Systems 

Behlert Precision Arms 
Brigade Quartermasters 
CCS Communications 
Collector's Armoury 
Combat Weapons Subscriptions... .131 
Command T-Shirts 
Contra Cross 

Delta Press 

Doubleday Military Book Club 
Dutchman, The 

Edge Company, The 

Ek Commando Knife Co. 
Excalibur Company 
Forest Mountaineering 
Gerber Legendary. Blades 
Great Lakes Distributing 
Guaranteed Distributors 
HKS, Inc. 


138 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


| TRAINED TO YOUR NEEDS 


K:9’s unlimited 


SOME OF 


Bloodline 
Puppies & 
Stud Service 


GERMAN 


SHEPHERDS ROTTWEILERS 


- PROTECTION YOU CAN LIVE WITH - 


e OBEDIENCE »* PERSONAL PROTECTION 
* HUNTING DOGS 


POLICE K-9’s WITH: 
° OBEDIENCE 
*® CONTROLLED AGGRESSION 
* GUARD 
* BUILDING SEARCH 
* TRACKING 
© VEHICLE PATROL 
¢ RIOT CONTROL 
¢ SEARCH AND RESCUE 
* TRAINERS COURSE 
* ALBUQUERQUE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
¢ ALBUQUERQUE PUBLIC SCHOOL K-9 UNIT 
* AZTEC POLICE DEPARTMENT 


* COOS CO. OREGON, SHERIFF DEPARTMENT 
* BIG SPRINGS, TEXAS P.D. 


j ¢ SHERIFF'S DEPT - SAN ANGELO. TX 


Rt 2 Box 348 
Los Lunas, NM 87031 
505-865-6870 


ADVERTISERS INDEX 


L.L. Baston 
Loompanics 
Lowe-Alpine 
Marauder’s Surplus 


Midwest Sports Distributing, Inc... ..122 
National Veterans Review 

North American School of Firearms. .23 
Paladin Press 

Pareilex Corporation 

Pioneer & Company 

Quartermaster Sales 

Rambo Surplus: 

RUS ancients ccs:s+ 2 ss ncaa 108 
Safariland Hunting 

Sherwood International 

Silent Partner 

SOF Action Series 

SOF Exchange 

SOF Subscriptions 

Special Veterans Excursions 

Stackpole Books 

Steel Mill, The 

Survival Books 

Survival Store 

Taurus USA 


U.S. Cavalry 

Vailéy SOrplus: «<5. : =» ets selene 
Valor Sports 

Wells Fargo 

Wichita Arms 


URVIVE! 


With a new handmade Running River 
Hollow Handle Survival Knife. 
« Unique all leather high ride / low ride sheath 
* 7° x Va" 440c-RC 56-57 Blade 
+ Lifetime Guarantee 
« Compass in Buttcap 
+ All Stainiess 
* 12" Overall 


To order, send check, 
money order, Visa or MasterCard 
number (include name & expiration 
date) or send $1.00 for more information to: 
Running River Supply Co. 
P.O, Box 4465 
Riverside, R102915 
Add $2.00 for shipping. Ri residents add 6% sales tax. 


SELOUS 
SCOUTS COLLECTION 


ORIGINAL ISSUE 


e Badge 
e T-Shirt e Stable belt 
(smali only) 
Some stable belts & badges are used. 
Includes letter of authenticity. 
$100 a set. Limited supplies left. Please 
include $2.00 for p&h. 


e Beret 


SOF EXCHANGE 
P.O. Box 687 
Boulder, CO 80306 
303-449-3750 


SUPPLY LOCKER 
American Pistol Institute 
Cameo Enterprises 
Cold Steel 


Devil's Brigade 
Dickson Knives 
Eden Press 


Global Schooi of Investigation 
Green Military Distributors 
Guaranteed Distributors 

Gun South 

Jimmy Lile Knives 

K-9’s Unlimited 

Lancer Militaria 

Lansky Sharpeners 

Lifeknife 

Livingston 

LRRP Enterprises 

Matthews Police Supply 
Modern Schools of America 
Nam Graphics 

Numrich Arms 

Ordnance Depot, The 

RP Knives 

Running River Supply Company... . 
Special! Action Commando School . . 
S.T.A.N.O. Components 
Ultimate Game, The 
Universal Electronics 
Westbury Sales 
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CLASSIFIED 


SE ee 


CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — All ads MUST be received 
by the 1st, four months prior to issue cover date. Ad copy 
must be typed or written clearly with authorizing signa- 
ture, telephone number and payment. Advertisers offering 
Information packets for a fee must send a sample of pack- 
et. Cost per insertion is $1 per word — $20 minimum. 
Personal classified ads are 50 cents per word — $10 mini- 
mum. Name, address and telephone are to be included in 
the count. FOR EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boul- 
der, Colorado = 2 worda; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations 
such as AP., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. 
Hyphenated words and telephone numbers are counted 
as two words. We reserve the right to delete or change any 
copy which we determine to be objectionable. Mail to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Classified, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, 
CO 80306. 

READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOF MAGAZINE 
DOES NOT HAVE THE ABILITY TO VERIFY VALIDITY OF 
EVERY ADVERTISEMENT CONTAINED HEREIN. SHOULD 
ANY READER HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR 
SERVICES OFFERED BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL IN- 
SPECTOR. 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE IS A MAGAZINE OF 
NATIONAL AND fNTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTION. THERE 
MAY BE PRODUCTS FOR WHICH SALE, POSSESSION OR 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION MAY BE RESTRICTED, 
PROHIBITED OR SUBJECT TO SPECIAL LICENSING RE- 
QUIREMENTS IN YOUR STATE. PURCHASERS SHOULD 
CONSULT THE LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTHOR- 
IMES IN THEIR AREA. 


LE MERCENAIRE! Monthly Intelligence newsletter on terror- 
sm, communist subversion, covert operations. $15 year. $17 
overseas. Sample $2. LE MERCENAIRE, PO Box 507, 
Fredeticktown, MO 63645. (117) 

FOR SALE. Genuine United States Armed Forces surplus 
Clothing, individual equipment, packs, boots, survival gear, 
first-aid packets, etc. Send $1 for our Jatest catalog to STEVE 
J. PEDERGNANA, JR., PO Box 1062, Oak Part, IL 60304. 
(99) 


NOW AVAILABLE! 


BULLWHIP 


Thick, 
High-Grade 
Lente 


TLE BARON” LEATHER Le 


“Used in EXPEDITIONS, Fareed the ney 
© All HAND-PLAITED, it Genuine 


470 6 WEEX DELNERY 
WWD HASSLES © NO DELAYS 
PRICES: ORIGINAL 10 FL Leng: $109.95 
el =o oy FY cS Exva Long 12 Fl. $129.95 
LEATHER BELT CARRIER $7.95 
© A FORMIDABLE SURVIVAL TOOL « 
When Swung Property, KINETIC ENERGY Makes 
tne TE Ofte AINEXTURENS BULWHIP~ MVE 


MOTE: THESE BULL WHIPS 
ARE NOT TOYS & NOT CHEAP 
ee MADE SOUVENIRS 


q ARE GERUI 
0 aH UHIES MADE 
RY BY 


AT.OVER 1400 FEET PER SECOND, 
+ WHIP-HANDUING Instructions Included 
TOUGHEST 


CREDIT CAAD PHONE ORDERS Call (512) G87- 
CATTLE BARON LEATHER Co. 
P.O, BOX 100724 Dept. SOF-1 
San Antonio, TX 78201 


MOVING FAST? Keap a permanent address for as low as $6 a 
month. Not a box number but your own address and suite 
number. Also avallable—phone number, remailing, mail for- 
warding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL. For information en- 
close a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria Ave., 
Phoenix, AZ 85029. (602)993-7534. (100) 


WWil WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, swords, helmets, 
everything! Illustrated catalog $10 (refundable). DISCO, Box 
331-X, Cedarburg, WI 53012. (107) 


WWII GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, medals, unl- 
forms, daggers, camouflage, books. Worid's biggest catalog, 
including 2 large posters, $2. KRUPPER, Box 177SF, Syra- 
cuse, NY 13208. (101) 


WWI RELICS! Cheaper than Delta, WWil Ltd, Collector's 
Armoury! Flags, daggers, medals, insignia, helmets. Illustrated 
catalog, $5 (refundable). RELICS, Box 361-D, Cambridge, MN 
55008. (99) 


VIETNAM COLLECTOR? Veteran? Patches, books, DI pins, 
T-shirts. New: Grenada, Lebanon tributes. Catalog $1. SAT- 
CONG, Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (102) 
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DYSART’S WOLF KENNEL 
MACKENZIE VALLEY TIMBERWOLVES 


Would you like to have a companion & protector bred 
from the largest strain of wolves in the world, like the 
one above? Crossed with the finest German Shepherd 
imports; ¥2 wolf and up, puppies & trained adults. | 
devote my time to wolves & wolf-crosses only, 
therefore | can provide the Finest. All pups WBA 
registered at no charge. Pictures and info — $5.00. 
CHARLES DYSART 
Box 597, Henrietta, North Carolina 28076 
Phone 704-657-6220 or 704-657-9273 


FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Price list, send $1 for a color 
catalog to ACE FIREWORKS, PO Box 221, Dept. F, Conneaut, 
OH 44030. (103) 


GRENADA, BEIRUT, Special Forces, Recon, SEALs, many 
more large decals. Send stamp for price list. ELITE FORCES, 
22 Orchard Street, Newton, NJ 07860. (108) 


MARAUDER’S SURPLUS: A complete listing of field and 
technical manuals; Elite commando and regular-army surplus 
at the best prices in the country. Send $1 for catalog to 
MARAUDER'S ARMY SURPLUS, 8588 McKee Road, Upatoi, 
GA 31829. (100) 


FIREWORKS, High Quality, Fast Service. Price list $1. 
MOUNTAIN STATES NOVELTY, P.O. Box 90007, Casper, 
WY 82609. (104) 


COVERT {NTELLIGENCE—for the clever man of action. 
Samples $2, $13/year — $17 overseas. HORIZONE, Box 67, 
St. Charles, MO 63302, USA. (101) 


KNUCKS—Genuine brass paperweights. Not cheap aiumi- 
num. $7 postpaid. Immediate shipment. MATTHEWS POLICE 
SUPPLY, PO Box 1754, Matthews, NC 28105. (108) 


BOUNTY HUNTING— Legal for anyone and very profitable! 
For legal statutes and employment information send $2 and 
SASE. Rush orders $3 cash. RESEARCH UNLIMITED, Box 
90, Depew, NY 14043. (101) 


THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY — Many unusual, informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance, Weapons, Investigations, 
Unusual Technologies, Documents, etc. Free Brochures: 
MENTOR, Dept. G-2, 138- 53 Northern Bivd,, Flushing, NY 
11354. (104) 


ee 
BRITISH MILITARIA. Royal Air Force, Royal Navy, Royal 
Marines, Parachute Regiment, S.A.S., Insignia, Head- 
wear, Badges, Uniforms, Medals, Boer War Helmets, etc. 
Send $2 for catalog. BRITISH COLLECTIBLES LTD., Dept. A. 
2113 Wilshire Bivd., Santa Monica, CA 90403. (107) 


GENUINE U.S. MEDALS— Collect'U.S./Foreign Decorations, 
FASCINATING NEW HOBBY, Silver Star— $50; Bronze 
Star— $35; Armed Forces Expeditionary— $15; Vietnam Ser- 
vice— $15; Vietnam Campaign/Sterling Yearbar— $35; Add 
stamp in trade and $4 postage. Most other medals available. 
SASE FOR FREE LIST. MARTIN LEDERMANN, 21 Naples 
Road, Brookline, MA 02148. (617) 731-0000. (109) 


FIREWORKS— Firecrackers, Rockets, Roman Candies, 
much more! Low prices. Highest quality. Shipped year-round 
to all states. Illustrated catalog—- $1. EAGLE FIREWORKS, 
Dept. 3A, Box 800, Clackamas, OR 97015. (104-485) 

S 


MILITARY COLLECTIBLE 


Limited Edition _—o Hand Numbered 


EET 55 YEARS OF SERVICE aes 


lilinois 
Add $2.00 p/b 


Residents 
Send Payment To: Add 6% Tax 


C&J 45 Buckle, Box 950718, Schaumburg, Ib 60195 


50 CAL. MACHINE GUN BELTS. Enhance your fireplace, 
den, place of business with impressive and unique wail display 
of authentic 1943-4 Frankford Arsenal war issue .50-cal. com- 
plete shells less powder with steel links for continuous belt. 
Excelient condition. Massive 100 rounds nearly 9 ft. long. 
$53.50 plus $8 shipping; 50 rounds $29.50 plus $5; 25 rds. 
$17.50 plus $4. Also artillery shelis, etc. “Nation’s Largest 
.50-Cal. Outlet." JOE JELINEK, 1201F Cottage Grove, Chica- 
go Heights, iL 60411. (312)758-2183. (100) 


FREE: TWG CERTIFICATE with order of catalog. $1 refund- 
able. Specialist in customized gold-plated mercenary 
emblems. THE WILD GEESE, Postfach 1145, 6460-C, Gel- 
nhausen, WEST GERMANY. (100) 


DISCOUNT MILITARY FOOD RATIONS. Free catalogue. 
MRE full meals, MRE components, other outdoor/survival food 
items. RFCG, PO Box 650758, Miami, FL 33265. (305)271- 
2592. (102) 


SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES and other essential prod- 
ucts for survivalists. Largest, most complete selection of fresh 
smoke candies, bombs, pots, grenades (eight colors). Gener- 
ating capacities from 4,000 to 500,000 cubic feet of dense 
smoke. Also many other items too numerous to mention. Send 
$2 (refundable with order) for catalogue. SIGNUS, Box 33712- 
K8, Phoneix, AZ 85067. (99) 


GUN FOR HIRE: 37-year-old professional mercenary desires 
jobs. Vietnam Veteran. Discreet and very private. Bodyguard, 
courler, and other special skills. All jobs considered. Phone 
(615)691-3305. (103): 


SMOKE PRODUCTS — Grenades, pots, bombs at unusually 
low prices. Buy from the source and save. Send self- 
addressed stamped envelope or 2 stamps for details. SOUTH- 
WEST SMOKE DISTRIBUTORS, Box 5414, Phoenix, AZ 


85010. (100) 
MEAN STEEL! 
The SHOCK TROOP™ 


-Merc/Survival KNIFE 
— Limited Edition Of 500 — 


The Most AWESOME HEAVYWEIGHT 
SLASHER in The World — 
Gesigned By CATTLE 
BARON'S President 
JERRY ARDOLING 
~ Ex-Policeman — Former 
Covert Ops 
~ 14 YEAR MARTIAL 
ARTIST 


x 


UFETIME 

GUARANTEE 

e 11” 02 
Ye" THICK 
BLADE 
RC 61 


© MASSIVE 


HANDMADE Exclusively 


pObEESIZE Se For CATTLE SARON 


HOLLOW HANDLE 
© 36 OZ. — BALANCED 
© INCLUDES BLACK TOMMY 
LEATHER McKISSACK 
Serial Numbered ’ only 
SHEATH & BELT $595.00 
Allow 6 to 8 CUTS A FREE plus 5% 
“weeks for HANGING 1°" MANILA Shipping 
delivery. ROPE IN A SINGLE SWIPE & 


CREDIT CARD 

DROERS CALL CATTLE BARON 

(512) 697-8900 or LEATHER CO. 

Send Check, M.0., P.O. Box 100724, Oept. SOF-1 
_ SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78201 


VISA or MC to: 
Beware ‘of ‘Cheap limitations 


GERMAN 2-SIDED Camouflage reversible smocks. Exact 
WWII copy. Best-quality mottied type-one smocks $99. Post- 
age paid in USA. Postal Money Orders only. Specify over/ 
under 5° 9" tall? 4 different German 53” camouflage fabrics by 
yard available. Fifteen 22-cent US stamps for illustrated list/ 
samples. B.L, O'TOOLE, POBox 64385, Tacoma 98464. (105) 


FREE VIETNAM CATALOG— Tapes, Flags, Documents, 
more — enclose 22-cent stamp to: BIEN HOA PRODUC- 
TIONS, Box 56, Dept. SF-MKL, Fayetteville, AR 72702. (98) 


DISCREET MAIL RECEIVING and forwarding. Services tai- 
lored to individual needs. Send SASE for details. EXECUTIVE 
ADDRESSES, 1616 - 17th Street, Suite M-76, Denver, CO 
80202. Ph (303)628-5465. (99) 


ee OO ——e 
RED DAWN! NOT HERE! Join the North American Defense 
Assoc. Ages 16-85. Send $3 for Application & info. N.A.D.A., 
PO Box 889, Paradise, CA 95969. (98) 


SAVANT FOR HIRE: Professional investigator, bodyguard, 
armed escort, bondsman, and bounty-hunter. Also have 
knowledge of military and counterterrorism. Am an expert of 
weapons and demo. Prefer Central America. SAVANT, PO 
Box 348, Athens, GA 30601. (99) 


STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations for all states and Federal 
Gun Laws, both $4. Police Catalog $2. SCHLESSINGER, PO 
Box 882, NY, NY 10150. (99) 


INVENTIONS, IDEAS, new products wanted!Presentation to 
industry/national exposition. Call toll-free 1-800-528-6050. in 
Canada, 1-800-528-6060. Ext. 831. (107) 


PRIVACY—CONFIDENTIAL MAIL. Forwarding/receiving. 
Code name fine, street address, phone available. SASE. 
ORLANDO MAIL DROP, Box 18039-SF1, Oriando, FL 32860. 
(100) 


y TEXAS 
KNIFEMAKER 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 139 


UNIFORM 


50% Poly 50% Cotton 
Sizes: XS/S/M/L/XL 


U-26B in Black $30.00 
U-26W in White $35.00 
U-26C Woodland Camo $35.00 


tnclude $1.00 for Catalog and Shipping 


M & M ENTERPRISES 


P.O. Box 64 Dept. SOF 
tsland Lake, IL 60042 


815/455-3403 Dealer prices available 


SPECIAL FORCES VIDEO TAPES. Operational Techniques 
FM31-20, FIVE SEPARATE TAPES. Tape 1: Intelligence & 
Psychological Operations; 2: Infiltration & Planning; 3: Air Op- 
erations-Communications; 4; Water Operations-Communica- 
tions; 5; Demolition-Engineering-Medical Aspects of SF Op- 
erations. VHS only, $29.95 each plus $2.95 shipping & han- 
dling. SELF RELIANCE GROUP, 316 California Ave., Ste 206, 
Reno, NV 89509. (96-ck) 


LAW BADGES AND PATCHES send $1 for list or $6 for 12 
monthly lists. BPEC, Dept. SF1284, Los Alamitos, CA 90720. 
(98) 


REMAILING: West Germany. $2 includes postage. Confiden- 
tial forwarding, receiving, holding. Free brochure. TWG, Post- 
fach 1145, 6460-M, Gelnhausen, West Germany. (100) 


SHOOT .22LR’s IN YOUR MINI-14 


THE "HOHREIN" 
.22LR CONVERSION KIT 


NEW PRICE atent Pending 
$129.95 + $3.00 Shipping 


Corttived Check, Money Order. C.0.0. (Fie. renigents add 5M St. Seton Tax) 
Exien 20RD. Magazines $23.50 9. —- Order Direct Wo FFL Required 
for Additional Intormuion Send $1.00 
JONATHAN ARTHUA CIENER, INC. 
m “SPECIALTY PRODUCTS” 
6850 Riveredge, Drive, Titusville, FL 32780 (305) 268-1921 


“PEN GUN”— .22-cal. you make with simple tools and mate- 
rials, Guaranteed. Rush $4.95. ENTIUM, Box 1650(G), Caroll- 
na, PR 00628, (99) 


ARMY FIELD RADIOS: CPRC-26 Infantry Manpack Radio, 
compact, transmits-receives 46-54 MHz FM, 6 channels, with 
battery box, antenna, crystal, handset: $22.50 apiece, $42.50/ 
pair, good condition, PRC-9 Backpack Radio, factory mint, 
transmits-receives 28-39 MHz FM continuous tuning: $52.50 
apiece, $77.50 with good-condition battery box, antenna, 
handset. PRC-510 Backpack Radio (Canadian version of 
American PRC-10), transmits-receives 38-55 MHz FM con- 
tinuous tuning, with battery box, antenna, handset: $39.50 
apiece, $77.50/pair, good condition. R-390A Communications 
Receiver, .5-32 MHz AM-CW-SSB, shortwave, amateur, mill- 
tary frequencies: $175 good condition. R-108 Military Vehicle/ 
Field Receiver, 20-28 MHz-FM: $27.50 mint. 45-day replace- 
ment guarantee. Add $9.50 shipping-handling. BAYTRON- 
ICS, Dept. SOF, Box 591, Sandusky, OH 44870. (99) 


HBO DESCRAMBLER PLANS. Complete and easily fol- 
lowed. $3, STEVENS PUBLISHING COMPANY, Dept. SOF, 
Box 20286, Bowling Green, KY 42102-6286. (101) 


FREE KUNG FU LESSONS. Guaranteed satisfaction. Send 
$1 for postage: McLISA, PO Box 1755, Dept. SF85-M, Honolu- 
lu, HI 96806. (101-485) 


ARMY SURPLUS AND MORE. Complete line Army surplus, 
gun accessories, knives, police, ninja, and survival supplies. 
Send $1 (refundable) for price list. HUGH WADE’S OAK- 
SHIRE PLACE, Hiway 51 South, Union City, TN 38261. 
(901)885-6851. (99) 
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MICRO BUGS Advanced bugging equip- ; 

ment..Concrete mikes, telephone and pen bugs, x 

oso, aNd Mors. Send $2.00 tc MIGROCOM Be 

' ~ * TECH CORP. for catalog. Refundable * 

with purchase. Unbeatable prices. * 
MICROCOM TECH CORP. F 

h MILE RANGE FO. Box 347341 © Cleveland, OH 44134 de 


AKAMAI AIHA HHA ER KKK 


Nees 5 5 6 6% 


VIETNAM LISTING (with free “Vietnam photos”) $2, WWil 
Listing $2. RAY BUNTING'S PHOTOS, Rt 1, Box 154, Milford, 
DE 19963. (99) 


DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Fight smart! Protect property. Win 
custody you want. Sharpest tactics. New 228-pg. book $14.95. 
Guaranteed. Details 25 cents. EDEN, Box 8410-DD, Fountain 
Valley, CA 92728. (104) 


FREE MONEY SOLUTIONS CATALOG! Get new credit, jobs, 
degrees. Home businesses. Cash income opportunities. 
EDEN PRESS, Box 8410-SP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. 
(104) 


COMBAT HISTORY ON VIDEO CASSETTE! WWII, Korea, 
Vietnam. Over 70 programs. Free list for SASE. CMI, PO Box 
40461C, Nashville, TN 37204. (102) ' 


NEW UPDATED CATALOG every 2 months! The best new- 


books on martial arts, weaponry, self-defense, survival and 
revenge! Send $1 to PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307-JSO, 
Boulder, CO 80306. (107) 


MAIL PRIVACY! Confidential mail forwarding/remailing. For 
details write: POSTAL SHOPPE, 369 East 900 South, Satt 
Lake City, UT 84111. (100) 


MICROTRON Surveillance Security Equipment— (‘World's 
Greatest Selection!” ... Law Enforcement Review, 1980.) 
Crystal-controlled VHF TRANSMITTERS, TRACKERS, RE- 
CORDERS, NIGHTVIEWERS and COUNTERMEASURES 
... “Virtually impossible to obtain elsewhere!!!” Professionals 
catalog $20, refundable. General catalog $2. Send orders to: 
MICROTRON, 42-38th St., Wheeling, WV 26003. Visa/Mas- 
terCard cardholders call: (304)233-8007. (103) 


fOnnital Pattern 
| CAMOUFLAGE M43 CAP 


REVERSIBLE FALL TO SPRING, WITH INSIGNIA, 


dg POSTPAID 
GIANT Catalog of Camouflage 
& German Militaria - $2. (Free w/Order) 


KRUPPER 


BOX 177K © SYRACUSE, N.Y. 13208, 


G.I. SURPLUS: A brand-new list of military items (new & 
used), includes clothing, knives, footwear, fieldgear, manuals, 
etc. Send $1 to: THE SUPPLY SERGEANT, Dept. SF, 3095 
Hwy 20, Buford, GA 30518. (99) 


NEW UPDATE CATALOG of unusual books on Martial Arts, 
weaponry, home workshop guns, creative revenge, survival 
plus much more! $1. PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307-KMV, 
Boulder, CO 80306. (104-485) 


Telephone Listening Device 


ee 


Each 
$19.95 


Oty. Disc Avail. 


Record telephone conversations in your 
office or home. Connects between any 
cassette or tape recorder and your 
telephone or telephone LINE. Starts 
automatically when phone is answered. 
Records both sides of phone conversation. 
Stops recorder when phone is hung up. 
This device is not an answering service, 


Super Powerful 


Wireless Mic 


10 times more powerful than other mics. 

Transmits up to ‘4 mie to any FM radio. 

Easy to assemble kit. 15V battery (not incl.) 

Cail (305) 725-1000 or send $19.95+ $1,00 shipping per 
ttem to USI Corp., P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32901. 
COD's seccept. For catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers 
and other specialty Items, enclose $2.00 to USI Com. 


OWN YOUR OWN MOUNTAIN CAMPSITE. 20 miles from 
Reno, Nevada. THIS IS NOT A TIMESHARE. Only $300 each. 
In 100 mountainous acres. GEMINI WILDERNESS, 1355 N. 
McCarran, Reno, NV 89512. (100) 


AIRBORNE/ELITE BOOKS our specialty, Also, Vietnam 
material. List $1. THE BATTERY PRESS, INC., PO Box 
3107C, Uptown Station, Nashville, TN 37219. (102} 


EAST GERMAN “Ausweis” Cards in Russiar/German with 
Soviet seal. Unissued, room for photo. Origin unknown. $6. D. 
EWING, Box 993, Montpelier, VT 05602. (99) 


THE INTERNATIONAL MERCENARY ARMY needs merce- 
naries, bodyguards, and protection specialisis. $20 mem- 
bership includes lifetime membership, certificate, one-year 
employment record file, decal. Or write for info. IMA, Box 
232-SF, Shrewsbury, PA 17361, USA. (100) 


THE 
IMPERIAL 
| GOVERNMENT 
OF 
TOPA INCA 


is actively seeking ac- 
tive duty/retired mili- 
tary personnel to staff B 
its various military orders, national guard, and 
special forces. Diplomatic as well as government 
| positions are also available to qualified individ- 
uals. (Most appointments do not require travel 
| Or extraordinary expenses on the part of the 
| applicant.) | 
For a detailed list of openings accompanied ff 
by a detailed explanation, write to: 
Imperial Government of Topa Inca 
ATTN: Prince Giacomo 
3310 Tyrone 
El Paso, Texas 79925 
Send $3.00 cash or check to cover printing and handling 
charges of the portfotio. All inquiries will be answered. 


ITALIAN STILETTOS! Here's one for your collection. 13” 
overall, 6” polished-steel blade, positive front lock, dark handle 
only, $18.95. 9” overall stiletto, polished-stee! blade, positive 
front lock, dark or white handles, $10.95. Include $2 postage 
and handling. DUFFY ENTERPRISES, PO Box L, Dept. SF7, 
Bayville, NJ 08721, (101-Ad 1) 


CUSTOM IMPRINTED CAPS— We print anything! No mini- 
mums! Free brochure. CUSTOM CAP CO., Box 341B, West- 
minster, MD 21157. (101) 


FOR HIRE; Ex-Paratrooper, team leader (long range patral), 
Rangers (instructor), 3 tours Viet Nam, scuba, seeks employ- 
ment in related field. Will traln-lead-organize, Preference given 
to Central America or will consider Body Guard/Courier Ser- 
vice. Not a cowboy! Send phone number for details. Passport. 
Bondable. Principals onty! CROSSBOW, Box 15424, Colora- 
do Springs, CO 80935. (101) 


CAMOUFLAGE 'TIES! A must for every well-dressed out- 
doorsman. Genuine military-issue woodland cloth. Choose: 
pointed end or straight foid...$9.95 each; 2 for $18.95. Add 
shipping: $2 1st tie; 2 or more $3. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY 
GOODS, Dept. A-301, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 
87112, (99-ck) 


CASSETTES: German Marches, 60-minute. $8 each; 3 for 
$19.50; all 9 for $49.50. Send SASE for list. HAMMER, Box 
1393-SF, Columbus, IN 47201. (101) 


VIETNAM, KOREA, WWII Veterans’ Certificates. Colored, 
10x13 with gold embossed seal. $9.95 each; two $14.95. Addi- 
tional information, SASE. JIM LOGSDON, Box 360235, Milpi- 
tas, CA 95035, (104) 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN COMMANDO SCHOOL ist para- 
chute—jump training, advanced freefall techniques, weapons, 
survival, scuba—complete course by Special Forces and 
Ranger instructors. To reserve a date contact: PO Box 963, 
Hotchkiss, CO 81419, (101) 


REGULATION INSIGNIA: All Military branches and Police. All 
genuine, over 1,000 items: rank, wings, badges, mini-medals, 
NASA patches, military goods, plus much much more. Catalog 
$2. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-501, 1660 
Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (99-ck) 


MILITARY GOODS CATALOG— Over 70 pages. Camou- 
flage jackets, pants, caps, berets. Over 1,000 insignias, 
genuine Gi. $2, KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. 
A-201, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (99-ck) 


POLICE, FIRE, MILITARY, Aircraft Radio Scanners lowest 
prices— all brands. Send name and address for free subscrip- 
tion to discount catalogue from the largest dealer of scanners 
in the worid. SCANNER WORLD, 10-SF New Scotland, 
Albany, NY 12208. (518)436-9606. (99) 

MILITARY POLICE: Send SASE for prices on shirts, hats, 
Patches, buckles, etc. MEAN STREETS, Dept. SOF, Box 88, 
Boston, MA 02123. (104-ck) 


ORIGINAL CIA black book of improvised weapons, 2 giant 
volumes reduced to pocket size. $11.95 ppd. GROUND 
ZERO, PO Box 335, Croton, OH 43013. (105) 


“U.S. ARMY GUERRILLA WARFARE” 
(FM 31-21 — Large Edition) 
NOW ONLY $7.00 Postpaid 


Free book catalog on request 
Send Cash, Check or M.O. to: 


“THE GREAT KEN HALE”’ 


P.O. Box 395, McDonald, Ohio 44437-0395 
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UNUSUAL BOOK OFFER — Famous publishers. Over 450 
EXCITING TITLES AND GROWING! Exotic Weaponry, Mar- 
fial Arts, Military Subjects, Crime, Survival Anywhere, Privacy, 
Surveillance, Electronics, Wiretapping, Knives, Chemistry, 
Employment, Government Surplus, investigation, Big Brother, 
Obtaining Credit, Law, Fireworks buying, Gambling, Life- 
Extension, Beer Making, Disguises, Acting, Intelligence War- 
fare, Increasing Your intelligence, and MUCH, MUCH MORE! 
Many Hard-to-find Titles. Find out why thousands of satisfied 
customers shop with us! Eye-Opening Hefty Catalog $2. Order 
your copy today. AUTHORS WANTED. ALPHA PUBLICA- 
TIONS, PO Box 92-S0, Sharon Center, OH 44274, USA, (100) 


KNIVES, BLOWGUNS, Martial Arts. Now available at 
wholesale prices. Large illustrated catalog. $2 refundable with 
order. SPECIAL CUTLERY, 1104 Lee, Dept. SF, Des Plaines, 
IL 60016. (100-485) 


DOG TAGS, GENUINE GH Commando biack or stainless 
steel. Free brochure. Send stamped envelope. KAUFMAN’S 
ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-801, 1660 Eubank NE, Albu- 
querque, NM 87112. (99-ck) 


RAY-BAN SUNGLASSES— 25% off list prices. Also USAF 
NASA pilot sunglasses. All genuine! Toll-free ordering and 
immediate shipment. Send self-addressed stamped envelope 
for free brochure. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. 
A-901, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (99-ck) 


US MILITARY INSIGNIA: 1,000s in stock, 1940 thru Vietnam. 
Large catalog $1 — refunded. SAUNDERS, Box 414-SF, 
Vermilion, OH 44089-0414. (101) 


INVESTIGATOR, special operative, all jobs considered. Con- 
fidential service. ELDON MOSLEY, PO Box 53, Downing, MO 


MILITARY MEDALS 


WORLD WAR Il * KOREA * VIETNAM 5 


Full Size U.S. and Vioteamess ‘Medals, Ribbons, 
Badges, Fine Display Cases, Miniature Medals, 
Personal Service, Display the valuable Medals 
awarded hag or your family, Guaranteed ! 


ws vancersaeareas venous i ancorvereni vert 


WRITE TODAY! © WEL mEDATS BOX 169 798E 
FT HARRISON P.O. INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46216-9998 | 


CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2 for Police Catalog. B-PEC, Dept. 
SF1184, Box 444, Los Alamitos, CA 90720. (105) 


US MILITARY PATCHES, medals, badges —catalog $1. 
PAUL SINOR, PO Box 122308, Arlington, VA 22209. (101) 


INTELLIGENT, SOPHISTICATED woman seeks assignment: 
intemational/domestic. Urbane, shrewd, loyal, woridly, im- 
aginative and attractive. 1 what you need requires style and 
finesse, CONTACT: MEDEA, PO Box 40053, Reno, NV 
89503. (99) 


STREET FIGHTERS HANDBOOK: Send $3.95 plus $1.05 
postage and handling to: FARO, PO Box 17278, Minneapolis, 
MN 55417. (99) 


VETERANS: Document your military achievements. Illus- 
trated list of Vietnam-era collectibles, $1. R&A ENTER- 
PRISES, Box 471, Springville, IA 52336. (100) 


CUSTOM ETCHED glass plaques of your favorite logo or 
design etched on glass, wood, stone, mugs, plates, anything. 
RISING SUN, Dept. 734, 315 Holstein, Bridgeport, PA 19405. 
(ft) 


SPECIAL OPERATIONS, survival, wildemess skills training. 
Adventure treks. $1 for information. BOLD ADVENTURES 
USA, PO Box 873, Dept. SOF, Rome, NY 13440. (99) 


“RUSSIA SUCKS” bumpersticker. Red, white & blue. $2 each 
of7 for $10. BIRD DOG ENTERPRISES, PO Box 12205, Dept. 
S, Columbia, SC 29211. (100) 


BUMPER STICKERS— “Vietnam Veteran and Damn Proud 
of it” —only $1.49, 3/$4, free catalog. SPECIAL SALES, 1104 
Lee, Dept. SOF, Des Plaines, IL 60016. (312)827-7498. (100) 


LIEUTENANT & SON, Nuclear Medicine Physics Pharmacist, 
CPR Certified Powertifter. PALADIN, 71 Groveland St., Abing- 
ton MA 02351. (99) 


KNIVES, MARTIAL ARTS, Survival items, Blowguns. Large 
selection, send $2 for 50-pg catalog —refundable. THE 
BLADERUNNER, PO Box 1592-SOF, Palatine, IL 60078. (99) 


COURIER, PRIVATE INDUSTRIAL and financial work. Per- 
sona! projects and more. (303)486-3367 call days, iregular 
hours (No drugs or firearms work). (103) 

FOR HIRE: Merc, Bounty Hunter, all jobs considered, discreet 
and confidential and expected. Contact JP, PO Box 9384 
South Burlington, VT 05401. (99) 
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SURVIVAL KNIFE $11.95 


REDUCED PRICE! This all purpose survival knife comes 
with matches, compass, wire saw, sharpening stone, fish 
hooks, fishing line, sinkets, and sewing needles. Qn back 
of the 6” inch sazor sharp blade are saw teeth and bottle 
opener. Knife comes with sturly sheath and leg ties. 
Specify camo or black. ONLY $11.95 + $2.00 shipping & 
handling. Special — 2 for $25.00 ppd. Send orders to: 
LANZ SALES 
1705 14th Street © Boulder, CO 80302 


“BACK ISSUES, SOLDIER OF FORTUNE complete, Vol. 1, 
No. 1 to the present. Mint condition, $300 or best offer plus 
shipping. J.L. WHELAN, M.D., Ate 2, Mancefona, MI 49659.” 
(99) 

ISRAEL! MILITARY EQUIPMENT, new, current IDF issue 
only. Combat harnesses, armor, helmets, jackets, boots, etc. 
Exclusive rep for factory. $1 for catalog. THE CAMO COM- 
PANY, PO Box 70505, Bellevue, WA 98007. (99) 


SURVIVAL KNIFE— 13” modified Bowie with functional saw 
teath. 440c blade at 57-59 Rc. Camouflage, watertight hollow 
handle & heavy cowhide sheath. Fully dressed with compass 
in cap, stone & survival kit in handle. Sells elsewhere for $65, 
now $55, plus $2 shipping. THE SURVIVOR'S EDGE, Box 
16050-02, Shawnee, KS 66203. $2 -US (refunded with order), 
for illustrated price-list. (99) 


VIETNAM VETERANS 1986 calendar features drawings pro- 
duced from personal photos. Relive the brotherhood, the hon- 
or, and the pride. $10.95 plus $2 S&H. TOPAT ENTER- 
PRISES, 1638 Indianapolis Blvd., Whiting, IN 46394. (100) 


30-40% OFF Gerber, Benchmark, Kershaw Knives; Redfield, 
Leupold Scopes! Send $2 for complete catalog! KNIVES, 
Dept. SOF, 52 Edmund, Uniontown, PA 15401. (99) 


RHODESIAN CAMOUFLAGE and unit badges, genuine. Lim- 
ited supply. First come, first served. Send $1 for price list to 
COMMAND POST, 3025 Highway 31 South, Pelham, AL 
35124. Phone pcangete ‘he (99) 

why 


BUSPILOT Wines 


$5.95 RHODIUM 
CATALOG WITH PURCHASE 


P.O. Box 20378 ¢ Dallas, TX 75220 


PROFESSIONAL ADVENTURER, Courier for hire: Have 
world-wide contacts for large diamonds, emeralds, rubies, 
pure silver and gold artifacts, exotic minerals and metals. All 
gems and minerals have been mined from naturai earth. | will 
seek out the priceless or the unobtainable. Would prefer to be 
enlisted into the service as the personal adventurer of a 
wealthy tycoon, industrialist, entrepreneur or magnate. Only 
the very serious and elite that can afford my expenses need 
apply. Totally reliable, trustworthy, honest, dependable, loyal 
and absolutely confidential. Work alone. Contact: JOHN, 2004 
Pinhook Road, Suite C No. 566, Lafayette, LA 70508. (100) 


HARMON’S SURVIVAL & Combat Supplies. Survival-type 
books, over 500 titles, authentic military clothing & equipment, 
SWAT 4& tactical equipment, medical supplies, rappelling 
equipment, gun parts, magazine, survival foods, knives, blow- 
guns. Stop by at: 7655 Park Place, Houston, TX 77087. 
(713)641-4549. (101) 


DISCOUNT KNIVES— Survival, Hunting, Boot, Butterfly, 


Swiss Army, etc. Free catalog. Dealer inquiries welcome. 
BANIK, Box 126, Athens, PA 18810. (99) 


SPECIAL FORCES British, Commonweaith Metal, Cloth in- 
signia, Regimental, Divisional Patches and Titles. Send $2 for 
illustrated lists, generous dealer's discounts. J. TENNIS- 
WOOD, 28, Gordon Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 1ND. ENG- 
LAND. (99) 


KNIVES, SWORDS, SURVIVAL, historic weapons and re- 
lated items. Also CUSTOM KNIVES, any design. Unbeatable 
prices. Catalogs $2. DE INTINIS S., 107 Summit Ave., S.I., NY 
10306. (99) 


FOR HIRE— highly experienced diversified team. Call Lee 


(916)383-7789 or after 6 pm (916)927-8029. (99) 


SELF-DEFENSE— Victim or survivor? Try these fully- 


TERPRISES, 486(SF) Molimo, San Francisco, CA 94127. (99) 


MIND BOOSTER. Your mind is your most important weapon. 
Research report, with dosage guide, covers compounds that 
improve reaction time, memory and leaming ability. Onty $7. 
Guaranteed. Invest in your survival. POLARIS, 405 Washing- 
ton Blvd., Suite C, Oak Park, IL 60302. (99) 


WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials: 


RANDALL KNIVES «** CUSTOM KNIVES. immediate deliv- 
ery. No waiting! NORDIC KNIVES has about 300 in stock at ail 


93463. Phone (805)688-3612. (102) 


MILITARY SURPLUS— Chemical/biological warlare equip- 
ment, military clothing, equipment, decorations. Self- 
addressed stamped ($.39) envelope for catalog. J.A. SALES, 
Box 4253F, Lancaster, CA 93539-4253. (99) 


RAMBO HAS NOTHING ON ME, bumper sticker, highest 
quality, $3. BROOKS, Box 4501, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33338. 


NE KOTAN SS 


vara ieaspat 


stow eorrnst 


GI SUPPLY R.R.#1BOX 782 Dept. SOF 
AUGUSTA, N. J. 07822 
* w 


U.S. MARINE 
CORPS 


COLD WEATHER 
SLEEPING BAG 


sg4° 


oli 

& Special Purchase — eyswic Olive Drab Color 
= 201-875-3252 se length Hany Duty Zipper and Snaps 
ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS: Mone rR prado 
Dede, personal checls a Yno s °Matine Corps Tough and Tested and Appriwed. 
Mme: Cord accepted. WOCOD's © ¥ Super Speciat $9450 We pay all shipping. handling 
AH mecchazdese 5 100% guaranteed. and postage 

sol Maka, Hawa ond Poets 9 we we Uncle Sam paps over $130 00 for this exact Bag 
New Gl 0.0 Steeping Bag Cover $18 00 
New G.1 Steeping Bag Carnes Straps $2 75 


Gl. Issue 
Rated trom — 20° to + 40° 
First Quality - (No Seconds or Blems} 
Filled with Polarguard You Stay Warm Even if Bag ns Wet 
Quilted Inner Liner tor Added Warmth 
Mummy Styie [or Added Warmth 
Water Repellent Poly/Cotton Cover and (ining 


eee 
Nico ad S% for shipping. 
SEND £1 00 FOR 200 11EM CATALOG: 


“MILITARY PUBLICATIONS International Directory.” 
Unique! Helps you contact worldwide 500 specialist war jour- 
nals — Weaponry/Militaria/Historical/Collectors/Regimental. 
$10, ESSAY, 24 Ravenciiff, Scarborough, Ontario Canada 
MIT 1R8. (103) 


$17.95 KNIFE FREE with your one year subscription to “The 
Blade Magazine.” (Est. 1978). Total coverage of custom 
knives, factory knives, anti-knife legislation battles, investing, 
antiques... Satisfaction Guaranteed. Only $18.99 per year, 
Sample copy $3. Write BLADE MAGAZINE, 2835-F Hickory 
Valley Road, Chattanooga, TN 37422. (99) 


Wear the Badge of a: 
= DETECTIVE 


S © Your spirit of adventure, danger, and 
self reliance can lead you to an excit- 
ing career opportunity. Solve myster- 
ies, bring criminals to justice, protect 
the innocent. Experts guide you every 
step of the way. Men and women 
needed to work in challenging situa- 
tions, withstanding hardships, 
bef] make on the spot decisions. 
ee Learn the latest investiga- 
tive techniques using special 
Ses law enforcement equipment 

» , the same equipment 
used by the FBI, the CIA, and the Secret Service. Start your 
dwn investigative agency. Save up to 25% and more on all 
equipment. Send for free details. 


Approved by Calif. Dept. of Public Instract. 


p THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training 4 
|. DEPT SF601, P.0. Box 25750, Santa Ana, CA 92700 | 
! 


ARREST Violators! 
Ne Bi 


Rush me your “Detective” Career KR—No salesman wil call. 
OO ao ee] 
l City/State/Zip. 


ae | 
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Weighs only NEW! 
Oz, 


Al Mar 
Buzzard 


AIRWEIGHT 


ase" $28.50 


Add $1.25 for 1st Class Shipping 
LPL LPL LPL LLL 


NOVA XR5000 
STUN GUN *79.00 


Complete with 
9-valt Battery & Charger ist Class Shipping 


Magnificent Brass 


PAPERWEIGHT 
$8.95 plus 50¢ handling 


(Add $3.00 p/h for mailing outside U.S.) 
Aluminum paperweight $4.75 plus 50¢ handling. For novelty 
Paperweight use only. Not intended for any other use. Send 


check or MO. to S 
202 Magnolia Ct., Sterling VA 22170 
VA residents add 4% sales tax 
{All Amounts Are U.S. Currency) 


REPLICAS— steel and wood with some plastic. Must sell, new 
bride doesn't like. AK47 $225, M16 $200, M2 Carbine $100, 
Mauser Broomhandle Pistol $65, Mauser Broomhandle Car- 
bine $90. STEVE, Box §792, JMU, Harrisonburg, VA 22807. 
(703)434-5823. (99) 


PHOTOGRAPHER, COURIER, personal agent, escort —rep- 
resenting private or corporate concems specializing in 35mm 
observation, domestic or foreign. AJL, Box 82, Clinton Cor- 
ners, NY 12514, (103) 


COMBAT BOOTS. New government issue, black smooth-toe 
“irregulars,” specify size, $26.95 pr plus $2.50 UPS. Quantity 
and foreign orders invited. BACON CREEK GUN SHOP, PO 
Box 814, Corbin, KY 40701. (100) 


PROBLEM? Phone number and N/R deposit to: GPO Box 
360, Cannington, West Australia 6107, ICH DIEN SERVICE. 
(103) : 


HI-CALIBER CO., Box 1625, Lake Worth, FL 33460. (99) 
CURRENTLY EMPLOYED OVERSEAS, civilian contract 


nore, CA 92330. Three-week reply. (99) 


MAN FOR HIRE— 8440 Tom Drive, Box 117, Baton Rouge, 
LA 70815. (99) 


M1 AND M14/M1A SHOOTERS. Properiy zero your front sight 


Blazer Crests; Ties; Plaques; Tankards etc., of Elite British’ 
Scottish Regiments, SAS; Para; Guards, etc. and RAF. Also, 


Nashville, TN 37205. (99) 


GO BACK TO HANOI, Jane Fonda...and stay there! Bumper 
stickers, $3 each. P.A.F., Box 62, Brownfield, TX 79316. (99) 


FREE! FREE! FREE! “PROPOLIS” book/product brochures. 
Discover the wonders of nature's secret HEALTH "preserver.” 
Without “PROPOLIS”, Honeybees dio. Investigate the awe- 
some, Health “BENEFITS” awaiting you! SELECTLINE, 
(established 1977), Box 391(SFFA), P.C., Hawaii, 96782- 
0391. (99) 
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BRITISH MILITARIA. 1800s to date. Royal Air Force, Army, 
Royal Navy, Special Air Service, Perachute Regiment, Royal 
Marines: Insignia, Headwear, Badges, Uniforms, Combat 
Clothing, much much more. 81-pg catalog $4 or $8. $8 gets $5 
gift certificate off purchases of $50 or more. BRITANNIA DE- 
SIGNS (DEPTA), Box 477, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92693. 
(101) 4 


BALLISTIC FACEGUARD. 20 layers of Kevlar stops .45 hard- 
ball, point blank. 28 oz. of protection for $125. Test sample $8. 
FRANSE, PO Box 3347, Boulder, CO 80307. (99) 


CARL “CRUSTY” THOMAS seeks information. Richard Scott 
Kroll, last known address Spokane, Washington. Also, survi- 
vors of Khaki and Blue Column Merrilis Marauders. Write/call 
Westfield, IL. (100) 


BUGGED? WIRETAPPED? Find out fast. Countermeasures 
equipment catalog $1. Refunded with first order. CAPR! ELEC- 
TRONICS, Route 1S, Canon, GA 30520. (102) 


EQUIPMENT: Security, Privacy, Police, Survelllance, Coun- 
termeasures, Telephone. BOOKS: Plans, Secret Reports, For- 
bidden Knowledge. Send $10 for large catalog and one-year 
updates. SHERWOOD COMMUNICATIONS, 2789 Philmont 
Ave., Suite 108SF, Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006. (100) 


CONFIDENTIAL COURIER, any country, reliable, valid pass- 
port, knowledgabie traveler, professional, no contraband. L.K. 
STODDART, 2425 Brengle Ave., No.'28, Orlando, FL 32808. 
(100) 

POLICE T-SHIRTS— Large Selection of T-shirts for police- 
men. FBI, CIA, NYPD, SWAT and many more! Free brochure, 
CENTURION SHIRT CO., Box 482, Merrick, NY 11566. (99) 


LOCKSMITHING, general and automotive. Unlimited informa- 
tion— $2 (unconditionally refundable if unsatisfied). L.A.N.D- 
.LS., 633 Post St., No. 1048F, San Francisco, CA 94109. 
(104-485) 

POCKET SURVIVAL chain saw. Folds out to 18". Cuts wood, 
plastic, etc. $2 guaranteed. Free catalogue. SLIPPERY ROCK 
SALES, Box 447, Slippery Rock, PA 16057. (99) 


LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 


ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 


ONLY $700 
POST PAID 


Pires 22 cal. tear 

as or blank ammo. 

eras metal. 6 shot clip 

fed. Rapid suas With in- 
Structions & free cleaning rod. 
For self-protection, theatre, do 
training, sports. Purchaser mus! 
be over 21. Money back guarantee. 


WESTBURY SALES CO. 
P.O. Box 434, Dept. TA-1-SF, Westbury, New York 11590 


| e 
vo Shipment t0 


New York or 
Calitonia. 


WANTED — MILITARY WEAPONS, original condition, 
utmost discretion and confidentiality assured, No trades. Price 
and condition 1st letter. HERMAN BRILL, 15519 Detroit Ave- 
nue, Apartment 314, Lakewood, OH 44107. (99) 


UP TO $500,000 REWARD. The US Government pays re- 
wards for information. For statutes and explanations prepared 
by a former Federal Agent/Attorney send $12.95 to L.E.A.A., 
Law Enforcement Assistance Advisory, 100 S. Wacker, PO 
Box 2574, Chicago, iL 60606. (100) 


FOR HIRE: 2 Ex-Merc/Bodyguards will collect debts or handle 
other projects for you. No amount too large, high-risk OK. 
Travel nationwide, vast exp., East and West Coast. Strictly 
confidential, reply: COLLECTOR'S, PO Box 1734, Smyma, 
GA 30081. (101) 


ANTI-COMMUNIST ROCK & ROLL! 12 powertul, motivating, 
and inspiring songs! All professionally recorded on one cas- 
sette tape! Only $9.95 each! Send check or money order NOW 
to: FREEDOM PRODUCTIONS, Box 11212, St. Petersburg, 
FL 33733, (100) 


ROCKETS, M-80 SALUTES, FIREWORKS. Fresh from fac- 
tory. Hundreds of supplies with survival or signaling applica- 
tions. MUCH MORE! Catalog $1. NORSTARR, Box 5585, 
Pocatello, Idaho 83202. (109) 


LC-1 “ALICE” PACKS, US Issue Medium Pack w/ straps, 
NEW $35. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. MasterCard 
& VISA ACCEPTED! (99) 


NUCLEAR TARGETS list of Primary, Secondary, Tertiary 
Targets in all 50 states. $3.95, “TARGETS,” Box 2661, De- 
catur, IL 62526. (100) 


“U-PRINT-IT” — naw copyrighted method for printing almost 
anything— no complicated machinery— guaranteed, rush 
$3.98. PRINT, Box 1650(I), Carolina, PR 00629. (99) 


ASTROLOGICAL ADVICE to the lovelorn, $10. No checks, 
any currency. MERLIN STONE, Box 9893, Anaheim, CA 
92708, (99) 

TIGER STRIPE CAMO BERETS, wom by Elite Units in Viet- 
nam, $18, with SEAL Crest $24. A.H. tie Box 21606, Denver, 
CO 80221. (99) 


Brrom 172-230 


THE WAR 
“= MACHINE 


This new book reveals Hitler's war machine 
as never before. Details manpower, tanks, plans, 
V-weapons, and guns—over 70 graphs, over 60 
tables. Under $10! 


Other books analyze armies. You may know 
how and where the battles were fought. Now 
you can have the rest of the story! Our newest 
books detail the American Army in Europe and 


the Pacific; and Hitler's elite units (Waffen $8, 
Parachutists, U-boats). Unit histories, wartime 
locations, officers, organizational effectiveness. 
The 5% x 8% handbook series includes: 

US ARMY ORDER OF BATTOE PACIFIC 


1 OWUFR CF BATTLE EUROPE 
DvING GROUND WHERE 


JAPANESE ARMED FCRCES 

| THE WAR MACHINE WEAFCINS & 
MANPOWER, 
GERMAN WAR EGONOMY 
MOTORIZATION MYTH 
RED ARMY ORDER tg BATTLE 
RUSSO GERMAN W: 


aQMy ORDER OF BATTLE 


THE ITAL 
THE FUAUIAn ARNHY HANDBOOK" 
SOUTHEAST EUROPE AXIS 


BALKANS WAR ry as 

GERMAN MILITARY DICTIONARY 

POLISH 2ND GORPS HISTORY (50 MAPS) #4 

pages, include color plates, and cost $2.95 per volume, 
Send check to 


GAME PUBLISHING 


3355 iene Circle REY BAU NOT SAtSRED 


AUSTRALIA WANTS YOU! | immigrated, you can too! Book- 
let explains how. $10. DOWN UNDER, Box 2402, Mesquite, 
TX 75149, (100) 


TELL HER YOU CARE! Do you say it better than write it? With 


your help, we'll write your special letter to her. Reasonable. 
Money-back guarantee. Write for details: MISS J. JOHNSON, 
4470 SW Hall BI., Suite 197, Beaverton, OR 97005. (99) 


WEST GERMAN LONG RANGE Recon Patrol Beret with 
badge, $20. NOMAD ENTERPRISES, PO Box 171, Bradley, 
IL 60915. (99) 


BECOME GUN DEALER! Professionally prepared kitincludes 
Official forms, covers licensing, purchasing, records — every- 
thing! Lists hundreds of top wholesalers! GUARANTEED! 
$4.96. BUSINESS CONSULTANTS, PO Box 1232-SOF, Un- 
fontown, PA 15401. (100) 


BLACKSMITH FORGES— Leam to assembie your own from 
scrap. Plans $5 each. FORAGED IDEAS, PO Box 1033, New 
Bem, NC 28560. (101) 


PRIVATE/CONFIDENTIAL overseas mail drop. Professional 
fremailing and mail forwarding services. Economical rates, 
FREE information. KATTEGAT, TSTPO 98108, Kowloon, 
HONG KONG. (104) 


GERMAN GSG-9 CAMO BERETS, Special BGS Pattem 
Camo wom by the Crack Anti-Terrorist Unit, $19. A.H.A., Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221. (99) 


NUCLEAR SURVIVAL SHELTERS pre-fab metal or concrete. 
Stripped or fully equipped. Plans, supplies and accessories. 
NEPSCO, Box 256, Laporte, PA 18626. (100) 


PARA-COMMANDO SURVIVAL COURSE! Southem Califor- 
nia area. Learn survival skills in natural and man-made hostile 
environments with comprehensive weapons training. 
(714)447-3106. (100) 


COURIER, EQUIPMENT procurement, confidential needs dis- 
creetly handied. TOOR!, Box 26425, Tucson, AZ 85726. (99) 


VIET-ERA VET, 71-74. Could enjoy some south of the border 
work. Spanish speaking and current passport holder. Box 
26425, Tucson, AZ 85726. TOORI. (99) 


THE AR-15/M16:; A PRACTICAL GUIDE— Get THE definitive 
book on the rifie that has been the inspiraton for so many 
modem asautt rifles — by Duncan Long. Send $19.95 postpaid 
to PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307-LUR, Boulder, CO 80306. 
(99) 


FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE KIT, $4 (refundable), Ap- 
plications, instructions, guide, suppliers, LONE’S, Box 
998(FN), El Segundo, CA 90245. (99) 


M1 GARAND RIFLE, $165, direct trom US Goverment, de- 
tails $2. JOHN LEONARD, 1511 West Seventh, Coffeyville, 
KS 67337, (101) 


HARD CORPS! Rhodesian 1 CO. RL! “Cheetah” Unit flag, 
Soviet Pilot's sult, Lenin Order, Warsaw Pact camouflage. New 
catalogue featuring Soviet, Rhodesian, Japanese, and Elite 
Forces camouflage and Militarla: $2. HARD CORPS, PO Box 
10-4206, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. (99) 


W:W. iH COLLECTORS ‘OVER 40/000 ITEMS 


‘German - Hats-Badges-Medals and U.S. Offi. 
¥ cer’s Cap (new from original U.S. 
oY Neca 


maker}, tan with brown leather vis- 

or, chin strap end U.S. Eagle pin. 

mr State size S, M, OF Lg... 00 
eg Have tow Olive Drab, Wool...565.00 | 
We pay postage. Our 224 page fully illus- 
trated catalog $3.00 (FREE with order). 


W.W. #2 Ltd., Box 2063-F, St. Louis, MO 63158 
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NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS: 
From time to time, we make our list of 
customers’ names and addresses 
available to carefully screened com- 
panies to send announcements of their 
products or services. 


If you prefer not to receive such mail- 


ings, and want your name on our sub- 
scriber list only, please write us, en- 
closing your mailing label. 


Please address your request to: 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
P.O. Box 348 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY— Get the goods on 
anyone with this encyclopedia of advanced investigative and 
surveillance techniques, by Lee Lapin. 82 x 11, softcover, 
illus., 244 pp. Send $33 ppd to PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 
1307-LFO, Boulder, CO 80306. (99) 


| HAVE TWO YEARS COLLEGE, no trade. Will do anything 
legal for employment overseas. T. COOPER, Box 193, Venice, 
IL 62090. (89) 


EX-SF VET SEEKS short-term contracts. Serious inquiry only, 
please. Box 26425, Tucson, AZ 85726. TOORI. ($8) 


MILITARY MAPS! Large. Topographic. All areas! List $2. 
LONE’S, Box 998(FO), El Segundo, CA 90245. (99) 


MIGHTY FING-OC-69! All graduates of infantry officer candi- 
date school class No. 69-67, 62nd Company, graduated De- 
camber 1967. Contact BEN WILLEY, 501 NW Expressway, 
Suite 525, Oklahoma City, OK 73118. (100) 


MILITARY MEDALS & DECORATIONS, bought/sold/traded. 
Current list $1; subscription $6. VERNON, Box 1387SF, N. 
Baldwin, NY 11510 (VISA/MASTERCARD). (110) 


TATTOO SUPPLIES. Make money, be tree. Info pack $5. 
Send to GARY CHYNNE, STUDIO ONE & EAR PIERCING, 
1032 Queen Street East, Toronto, Canada, M4M 1K4. Phone 
466-8000. (102) 

USA/USSR military, survival and training materials. The good 
stuff! List $2 (refundable). MESA, Box 1798-F8, Denver, CO 
80201. (99) 

FREE DETAILS. How to make $100/day buying, selling scrap 
gold and silver. Write to: MEREDITH, Box 11216SF, Reno, NV 
89510. (101) 


co 


AT GLASSES 


® fits under gas & scuba mask 
® accepts prescription lenses 


Fi /prescription 
Frame only: See lonaatt 


$24.95 ppa. $49.95 ppd. 
1-800-255-1382, Ext 85 / 1710 S. Hillside / Wichita, KS 67211 


ADVENTURER’S CATALOG. Choose trom hundreds of qual- 
ity tems — clothing, gun accessories, optics, knives, survival 
gear and much mora. Send $1 (refundable) to: SPOATS IN- 
TERNATIONAL, PO Box 458-SF, Palm Bay, FL 32906-0458. 
(28) 

FOR HIRE: Professional teams available. Ali Ex-Special 
Forces with diverse backgrounds. All assignments in US or 
overseas cosidered. All inquiries handled in utmost confiden- 
tiality. Please no jokers. ELITE INC., PO Box 1161, Scott, LA 
70583. (99) 


KNUCKS—BRASS PAPERWEIGHTS, polished. Same as 
famous brass knuckles. $8 prepaid. TARGET SHOP, Box 
SOF-2, Collins, GA 30421. (99) 


CANADIAN SNOW CAMOUFLAGE, lightweight 2-piece 
Suits, 5%-10% staining from De-militarization, Uni-size $35. 
A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 60221. (99) 


“PROFESSIONAL PILOT” Airplane, Helicopter, clean. USA, 
North Africa, Europe experience. Would consider short, jong- 
term job. Low altitude flying specialist. PO Box 26076, Athens, 
10022, GREECE. (99) 


MINIATURE POLICE/MILITARY badges. Over 150 agencies! 
SASE/$1 for listing. $3 for sampte. STANLEY, Box 1425, Win- 
terhaven, FL 33880. (99) 


RHODESIAN CAMOUFLAGE Uniforms, shirts $40, pants 
$45, hats $20, field jackets $80. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, 
CO 80221. MasterCard & VISA accepted! (99) 


BEST GUN DEALER KIT! Applications, instructions, trainer, 
wholesalers, discounts — $4 (refundable). ALLIED, Box 
41323FN, Phoenix, AZ 85080. (99) 
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“THE JOY OF REVENGE.” Miss “Nasty's” jerk baiting book, 
$5.95, MESA, Box 1798-F7, Denver, CO 80201. (99) 


“CAMOUFLAGE BRITISH FALKLANDS. Rhodesian (origi- 
nal), Spanish, Austrian, color photos from EMBLETON, 6 
Stable View, Yateley, Hants, ENGLAND. Also L1A1(FAL}-type 
web gear. Please send §2 (Bills only).” (98) 


COMBAT SKILLS— Computer combat action that’s challeng- 
ing and exciting. NUCLEAR WAR or 852 BOMBER on disk for 
C-64, $12.95 each or $1 for complete software listing. PUBLIC 
SOFTWARE, Box 35799, Fayetteville, NC 28303. (99) 


MARINE OFFICER seeking employment. Ranger and Air- 
bome trained. | have extensive experience with all current 
individual and crew-served weapons and have trained and 
commanded company-sized units. All offers considered. PO 
Box 12, Quantico, VA 22134-0012. (99) 


ULTIMATE SURVIVAL KNIFE camouflage or black. Hollow 
handle with survival kit. Complete with sheath, sharpening 
stone, compass, etc. $12 prepaid. TARGET SHOP, Dept. 
SOF-K, Collins, GA 30421. (99) 


M-26 “LEMON” Grenade $8, M-33 “Baseball” Grenade $8, 
Mk1 “Pineapple” Grenade $7.50. All have moving parts, inert. 
AH.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (99) 


MAPS! 50,000 MILITARY, Intelligence, travel, topos., quads., 
CIA. $3 (refundable). ALLIED, Box 41323FN, Phoenix, AZ 
85080. (99) 


VIETNAM MAPS! 15 briefing maps manual, $3.95. Vietnam 
map list with order. ALLIED, Box 41323FG, Phoenix, AZ 
85080. (99) 


MILITARY HISTORY 


ON VIDEOCASSETTES 
., See military history as it happened! World 
F War } through the Falklands campaign. The 
other side of World War II: original German 


combat newsreels and features of the great 
batiles. Rare Allied Army and Air Force documentaries, Also Korea, Vietnom, 
and contemporary Soviet Army. Over 300 titles reproduced from original source 
moteriols. Beta/VHS, also PAL Standard. Reasonable prices, fast service. Write 
or phone for free illustroted catalog. INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS, 
Box 29035, Chicago, Illinois 60629, Phone 312-436-805]. 


SURVIVAL! “USAF Fallout Survival” instructor's edition — 
$4.95. “Charlottesville” 1960's CD story — $4.95. Both $8.95. 
ALLIED, Box 41323FV, Phoenix, AZ 85080. (99) 


CIA MAPS! World coverage, specify country — $5 each. List 
$2 (refundable). ALLIED, Box 41323FW, Phoenix, AZ 85080. 
(99) 


COMBAT COLLEGE! Home study courses. Certificate! SASE 
for information, sample! ALLIED, Box 41323FT, Phoenix, AZ 
85080. (98) 


AGENT ORANGE MAP, free for SASE. ALLIED, Box 
41323FP, Phoenix, AZ 85080. (99) 


MILITARY PRINTS: Our latest catalog of over 60 general and 
branch-specific prints depicting various aspects of military life, 
many of which can be personalized with name, rank, unit and 
unit patch, is now available. Send $1 (refundable) to THE 
COMBAT ARTIST, Dept. 198, PO Box 36392, Louisville, KY 
40233. (99) 


INTERNATIONAL MILITARY SUPPLY, latest listing of uni- 
forms & equipment from around the world, 50 cents. |.M.S., 
Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (99) 


UNBELIEVABLE FIND! We have located a very limited num- 
ber of TM31-210, The Impoverished Handbook! Others have 
divided this handbook into muitiple volumes at a cost of over 
$39. We are selling the complete 256-page original for only 
$16.95 postpaid! If you know this handbook, you know it alli 
Many interesting and previously secret facts designed for spe- 
Gialized military units. For entertainment purposes/collectors 
only. Absolutely no minors! Send check/money order to: WW 
ll, 1867 Monroe Ave., N. Bellmore, NY 11710. First come, first 
served! Free catalog with order. (99) 


SOUTH AFRICAN CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS, shirts $35, 
pants $40, hats $18, field jackets $70. A.H.A., Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221. MasterCard & VISA accepted! (99) 


AVIATION SUPPORT. Airpiane and helicopter. 20 years ex- 
perience; recon; command and control; assault; medevac; 
covert operations. HAWKWOOD, Box 18039, Orlando, FL 
32860. (99) 


DRUG DOG: train your own, step-by-step instructions on cas- 
sette. Send $11.95 to GRIM, PO Box 711, Longwood, FL 
32750. (99) 


PRIVATE INVESTIGATION home study course. Free in- 
formation. CENTRAL INVESTIGATION, Box 1894A, Provo, 
UT 84603. (101) 


HOW TO SOLIDIFY ALCOHOL for heating & cooking similar 
to sterno heat. $3. BASS, 423 Blue Ridge, KC, MO 64125. 
(100) 


HOW DO THE SOVIETS perceive Bi world? Monitor events 
and attitudes inside the USSR. 8-page bi-weekly PRAVDA 
PULSE is professionally transiated from Pravda. Current arti- 
cles, photos, cartoons, editorials, government announce- 
ments, propaganda and more. Six months (13 issues), $35. 
Sample issue $5. NEWS PULSE, INC., Dept 3, PO Drawer 
4323, Fort Pierce, FL 33448. (99) 
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$118"... 


Orqyaat 200 coment G1 tse Long Range Spatial Maven Made 95 
Sao lelbe aeaen pee tite +5 Lbrget sare aid bigs a Iotat of & 
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Hawai: wed Poerte Tce odd 5% for thoppang. S1RIMI 
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SHORT-TIMER’S CATALOG— exctusively for veterans and 
veterans soon to be! Catalog of books extensively covers 
many civilian employment opportunities. Discover the inside 
scoop on getting jobs in the postal service, federal service, 
landing a job overseas, books for the college-bound, appre- 
ticeship programs, and more! Start tuming your military experi- 
ence into civilian gold today! Send one dollar (refundable with 
first order) to: C.O. PRESS COMPANY, PO Box 22005, Tam- 
pa, Florida 33622. (101) 


COURIER, INVESTIGATIONS, body guard. Over 20 years 
Law Enforcement experience. Also qualified underwater work. 
All inquiries considered and confidential. H&H OPERATIONS, 
PO Box 1703, Alachua, Florida 32615. (100) 


CONFIDENTIAL MAIL, telephone, address services. Person- 
al/ousiness services/products. Secure, dependable, inexpen- 
sive. Writel SMS-SF1, Box 3179, Tempe, AZ 85261. (103) 


WE DESIGN AND HANDMAKE precious meta! military jewel- 
ty. Also unusual jewelry such as skulls, dragons, creatures, 
warriors, cobras, etc. Send $2 for a very unusual brochure. 
ACTION JEWELRY DESIGNS, PO Box 8372, Pine Bluff, AR 
71611. (101) _ 


SWITCHBLADE ARMS CLUB. Types, where to buy, mem- 
bership fee, $5 ppd. 9513 SW Barbur Bv., Dept. No, 138, 


Send $1 tor 
200-item catalog. 


Portland, OR 97219. (101) 


© SAS °RM © Black Watch 
® Para © RN * Camerons 
®*RSDG * RAF ® Guards 


INSIGNIA & WEAPONRY 


Import Catalog $3.00 


BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 
Department-6 
P.O. Box $0473 © Nashville, TN 37205 


LIE DETECTOR. Complete instructions on how to win! 
Guaranteed. $5 sent first class. CROWN, 9921 Carmel Moun- 
tain, San Diego, CA 92129. (88) 

“BALLISTIC KNIVES — fire a blade 25 ft. accurately. Spring- 
foaded.. Excellent quality. Totally silent. Send $79.95 cashier 
check or money order payable to GREG'S GUNS, 1001 South 
3rd Street, Suite E, Las Vegas, NV 89101. Additional blades 
$22.95.” (99) 


BREAK THE LANGUAGE BARRIER 
with this special message to the Soviets 


in RUSSIAN 
$Q50 
§ In Califomia 
add 6% sales tax 


MULTEL SLIM? 


MIU B 
KO TY 


(KISS MY ASS) 
QUALITY 50/50 T-SHIRT 
INDICATE COLOR‘QUANTITY Q [MJ] L [XL 
BLACK ON OLIVE DRAB 
GOLD ON NAVY BLUE 
ORANGE ON BLACK 
BUMPER STICKER $2.00 each plus tax 
Send Check or Money Order to: 


J.D. RAG IDEAS 


3900 70th NW 
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87120 
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THIS PEN COULD SAVE YOUR LIFE! .22 cal you construct 
with simple tools and materials. Copyrighted and guaranteed. 
Rush $4.95. PLANS, Box 1650(R), Carolina, PR 00628. (99) 


POLICE EQUIPMENT — Discounted! Huge catalog - $1 (re- 
fundable). CROWN, 9921 Carme! Mountain, San Diego, CA 
92129. (99) 


MILITARY, WEAPONS, and other manuais, up to $100 worth, 
for only $20, or send $2 for discount list. PER INQUIRY 
PRESS, Box 112205, San Diego, CA 92111-0160. (99) 


PROTECT YOUR EYES from sun, wind, dust with genuine 
issue M-1944 goggles, $13.95. Low prices, fast service. Re- 
quest catalog: LC gear, fatigues, complete survival gear $2. 
Money-back guarantee. MILITEX SALES, INC., Box 46499, 
Dept. H, Chicago, IL 60646. (99) 


BADGES, Custom made — your specifications. Huge selec- 
tion. Giant catalog, price list $5 (refundable). Sent day order 
received. CROWN, 9921 Carmel Mountain, San Diego, CA 
92128, (99) ’ 


BE A LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER. Full or part-time. 
Federal Application Kit, complete instructions, $5. INTER- 
STATE, Box 19466-FS, Houston, TX 77224. (99) 


MERCS, Personal protection professionals, couriers, weapons/ 
tactics instructors. THE HECTORING CORPORATION seeks EX- 
Military/EX-Law Enforcement Professionals. EMPLOYMENT 
AGENT, send resume for complete evaluation ees py - 
FEE. No copying of your’ paperwork. Strict confidentiality. TH! 
HECTORING CORPORATION, Airport Executive Tower One, 
1150 NW 72 Ave., Suite 723, Miami, FL 33126, (99) 


Mi GARANDS: direct from the government, CHEAP; purch- 
ase instructions $6 CC/MO/CASH. HURRY BEFORE IT'S 


TOO LATE!! INFORMATION SYSTEMS, Box 4093SOF, Star | 


City, WV 26504, (99) 


FREE GUNS AND AMMO from our government. Get rifles 
(including M1s), and ammo (all you can shoot) totally FREE. 
For the taxes you pay, they owe you this! Legal and guaran- 
teed. INSTRUCTIONS, $10 CC/MO/CASH. INFORMATION 
SYSTEMS, Box 4093SOF, Star City, WV 26504. (99) 


ADVENTURERS WANTED: Treasure expeditions, survival, 
exotic travel newsietter. Free sample for stamp. FORTUNE'S 
OWN, PO Box 1913E, Farmington, NM 87401. (99) 


SMOKE SCREEN, FIREWORKS— suppliers. $5 sent first 
class. CROWN, 9921 Carmel Mountain, San Diego, CA 
92129. (98) 


PRIVACY CATALOG FREE! Discover latest low-profile tech- 
niques. Secret hiding places, cash income opportunity, mail, 
telephone privacy, financial privacy. EDEN PRESS, Box 8410- 
SR, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (104) 


MAIL FORWARDING $5. Any currency, includes postage. 
Box 6194, Huntington Beach, CA 92646. NO CHECKS OR 
COINS. (102) 


COMPLETE SURVIVAL KNIFE, compass and kit in handle, 
with SOG identification card reprint $10.95. SOUTHEAST- 
ERN, Box 126, Fort Payne, AL 35967. (99) 


PORTRAIT ART. Original oil paint portraits on canvas from 
photographs. All portraits produced by staff of professional 
artists. Free information. LAFFERTY PORTRAIT STUDIO, PO 
Box 1213, McKeesport, PA 15132. (99) 


HANDHELD FM 2-WAY RADIOS. Field programmabie, no crys- 
tals required, no tuning required, 10 channels, 1 to 5 watts, 150 to 
170 MHZ, built-in CTCSS tone, rechargeable nicad battery, one- 
year limited warranty - only $395 prepaid, free brochure. WILLIAMS 
COMMUNICATIONS, AR 1, Box 81, Coatesville, IN 46121. (99) 


WRITER WANTS TO INTERVIEW any who served with 
Andrew (Drew) Carter Thomton 1! in 82nd Airbome during 
Dominican intervention. Write; PATRICK LA RUE, 114 Boyd 
Street, Johnson City, TN 37601. (99) 


MP’S WANTED as partners in company geared to escorting 
AIDS/Heroin victims. DAVID ALBERT, PACIFIC QUARAN- 
TINE, PO Box 1034, Boulder, CO 80302, (99) 


EX-ROYAL MARINE COMMANDO, 12 years service seeks 
high-tisk, all types security work, including covert, world-wide, 
dependable, aggressive. Contact GUS, 7 Duckworth House, 
Portsea, Portsmouth, Hants, ENGLAND 0705-826069. (100) 


PHOTOS WANTED. Tanks, anti-tank weapons, infantry 
against tanks. Sedn SASE for conditions. NIGHT OWL SLIDE 
SERVICE, 232 Harvard Street, Medford, MA 02155. ($9) 


SEX, SEX, SEX. Got your attention? Bodyguard. 11 years 
bodyguard, police, security, investigations axperience. Inter- 
national martial arts instructor, 17 years experience. Active 
secret clearance. Presently employed, clearing over $25,000. 
Will consider less depending on circumstances, country. 
D.R.P., PO Box 172, Lake Elsinore, CA 92330. (99$) 


SMALL, LUXURY, LAKESIDE hideaway close to sea, game 
fishing, scuba, shooting, flying, parchuting clubs. Perth Casino 
20 miles, for the elite, a private holiday, or group at Lake 
Richmond Motel, 20 Lake Street, Palm Beach, West Australia 
8168. Phone or SASE, and $2 (American) for brochure, current 
exchange rates, etc, (101) 

FREE BROCHURE! largest selection of gun oriented t-shirts, 
sweat shirts, caps. MAGNUM PRODUCTS, 8 Sandy Street, E. 
Northport, NY 14731. (99) 
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MAD MIKE HOARE 


Continued from page 47 


There were other methods. At one time 
we had a hole in the ground we’d put men 
in. We also had a totally enclosed chamber 
we called The Memling (a five-star hotel in 
Leopoldville). It’s very civilian in 
approach. I must say I preferred the harder 
ways, particularly when they relied on: per- 
sonality. Strange thing, you’d get a sergeant 
who would knock a man about in order to 
maintain discipline, and they’d become 
firm friends after that. That’s human nature. 

Q: What is your attitude on looting? 

A: It progressed from a typical regular 
army officers’ attitude that looting is despic- 
able and unsoldierly and to be prohibited at 
all costs. I’m on record as having given such 
an order, which is ridiculous. It could be 
held that loot is a legitimate part of a 
mercenary’s wages. 

Now I don’t hold that. But one has to 
examine the circumstances. 

Take Stanleyville: When we entered Stan 
unexpectedly the jewelry shops were full. 
It’s a mercenary’s dream to have trays of 
gold rings waiting to be stolen. I had a rule 
at that time against looting. Then my offi- 
cers came to me and said: It won’t work 
because the ANC (Armee Nationale Con- 
golaise) are looting and we’ll be blamed. It 
was no excuse to make looters out of our 
men. But they insisted if they were going to 
get the blame they might as well have some 


of the benefits. I softened, and my men 


looted. But loot amounts to very little gain 
in warfare. 

Q: Do you place great emphasis by auto- 
matic weapons? 

A; That’s a tactical consideration. In de- 
fense, the ability to open automatic fire is 
paramount, particularly in Africa. One of 
the great advantages of automatic fire, par- 
ticularly against an African enemy, is the 
noise factor. To this extent I believe in it. 
But from a commander’s point of view I was 
against automatic fire to conserve ammuni- 
tion. The logistics become impossible 
otherwise. In Katanga and the Congo there 
developed a tactic known as ‘‘reconnais- 
sance by fire’’ — you’d spray a bush to'see 
if anyone was there. 

This is an extreme way of soldiering, but 
then this is Africa. 

Q: Do you see a place for medals in a 
mercenary outfit? 

A: No. I’ve always been anti-medal. The 
wrong people get OBEs (Order of the British 
Empire) and it gives rise to a hell of a lot of 
discontent. The Americans have a system 
whereby they give medals almost for merit. 
You soon get a chestful, it’s very nice, part 
of your dress and it’s an acknowledgement 
of your prowess as a soldier. But as a 
mercenary you are not fighting for honor 
but, by definition, for money. So it’s ludi- 
crous. 

Q: You say in your book Congo Merce- 
nary that sympathy can be overdone. What 
did you mean? 


A: When you’ve got a severely wounded 
man you can tell if he thinks he is going to 
die and if he has given up. If a man is 
wounded and you see he still has the power 
to fight for his life, the worst thing you can 
do is to give him sympathy. What you want 
to do is encourage him to fight so he will 
react to his benefit. Sometimes this doesn’t 
apply, particularly in Africa where a man 
may suffer a minor gunshot wound, within 
four hours it has gone gangrenous, within 
12 hours he’s in a coma, and within 24 hours 
he is dead. 

Q: What are your rules for battle? 

A: 1. Pray God daily. 

2. Make a fetish of personal cleanliness. 
Take pride in your appearance, even in the 
midst of battle and shave every day without 
fail. 

3. Clean and protect your weapons al- 
ways. They must be bright, clean and slight- 
ly oiled. Examine your ammunition fre- 
quently. Check and clean your magazine 
springs and clips. 

4. Soldier in pairs. Look after each other, 
be faithful to your mate, be loyal to your 
leaders. 

5. Tell no lies in battle. All information 
must be accurate or your unit will suffer. 
Exaggerate to your girlfriends later, but 
never in battle. 

6. Be ready to move at a moment’s 
notice. Mark all your equipment. Keep it 
handy at all times. At night develop a 
routine for finding it. 

7. Look after your vehicle. Fill it with 
petrol before resting. Clean it. Do not over- 
load unnecessarily. 

8. Take no unnecessary risks. 

9. Stand-to at dawn and dusk. At night 
have confidence in your sentries. Post as 
few as the situation demands. 

10. Be aggressive in action, chivalrous in 
victory, stubborn in defense. 

Q: You say your first rule for battle is 
“‘pray God daily.’” Why? 

A: I see a Sunday paper in Britain called 
me a religious freak, which is an absurdity. 
A belief in God or some form of religion is 
essential for the soldier. He is not necessari- 
ly irreligious or foul-mouthed. The majority 
of soldiers I have known have been very 
fine, upright and decent men who have 
reacted very, very well to the command 
“‘pray God daily,’’ particularly when going 
into action. When you see your friends 
killed it’s another dimension, and you think 
in different terms thereafter. If you had any 
doubt that there is a God or destiny, in 
warfare you get an opportunity to rethink 
life, particularly when on watch in the mid- 
dle of the night. 

It’s a form of protection. 

I’ve found that being a yachtsman, the 
same thing applies at sea. You discover you 
are a very small entity in the greater scheme 
of things. & 
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AR-15 / M16 
BUTT STOCK 
OFFHAND NOTCH 3/4” LONGER $30 
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A SHORT 2 OR 3 SECOND BLAST WILL DAZE AND DROP EVEN THE 
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PERMANENT INJURY— GIVING YOU PLENTY OF TIME TO GET AWAY. 
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“THE FINEST IN TACTICAL EQUIPMENT” 


$4.00 Shipping Each Stock 
$2.00 Each Other Items 
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THE SURVIVOR 


The Survivor is a quality emergency survival knife/kit that will make itself 


= useful anytime, whether you're a hunter, fisherman, camper or just to 

F have around the house. With the Survivor you can catch a fish, cut 
wood, start a fire, hunt for small animals, administer minor first aid, and 

j get your bearings. The Survivor. . . with it you'll always feel protected. 


More of what you want in a Survival Knife/Kit. 
5%” sharp 420 stainless blade. Rigid sheath with 
sharpening stone has a special compartment that 
can be used as a signal mirror. Holds a slingshot 
band (doubles as a tourniquet) and a small fishing 
harpoon with a can and bottle cap opener. In the 
4¥2" aluminum hollow handle you will find a liquid 
filled compass, morse code list, matches, adhesive 
- bandages, small scapel, flint, pencil, needles, nylon 
WIRE CUTTER line, fishhooks, sinker and safety pins. 


$39°% EACH $7500 FOR TWO 


